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The Chinese Balloon
February 8, 2023

A Chinese balloon could be spotted over 
Falls City early one February morning. 
According to ABC News, China’s foreign 
minister claimed it as a civilian balloon 
used for meteorological purposes. The Pen-
tagon said it was tracking the balloon and it 
didn’t present a military threat. It was later 
shot down off the coast of South Carolina. 

City Council discusses a tax
payer funded fireworks display

March 1, 2023
Mayor Harkendorff had requested that the city 

entertain the idea of hosting an annual fireworks 
show and it was deemed best to be held in con-
junction with the Hot Air Balloon Festival. At 
the end of the discussion, a motion was made by 
Buckminster and seconded by Ferguson to ap-
prove the $15,000 bid. The Council voted 4-2-1-
1, with Councilpersons Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Rhodd and Fouraker voting for it, while Wisdom 
and Ractliffe were against. Holle abstained from 
the vote and Leyden was absent.

NNewsmakers of ewsmakers of 20232023

Audit finds overcharge to 
utility accounts

February 8, 2023
An error was discovered in calculating “the 

power cost adjustment” billing during an 
internal audit of customer utility accounts 
resulting in an overcharge. “The monthly 
control procedures failed and new steps have 
been implemented by management for over-
sight and control to ensure the error doesn’t 
happen again,” stated City Clerk Anthony 
Nussbaum.

Baker urges parents to talk to 
their kids about actions that 

could lead to criminal charges
February 22, 2023

Falls City Police Chief Jamie Baker wanted 
parents to be aware of the influx of under-
aged juveniles sharing explicit photos of 
each other. Chief Baker says the department 
had been busy working many cases dealing 
with this issue. Baker also stressed it is not 
an issue that only Falls City is dealing with. 
“These photos don’t go away,” said Baker.

Snooks Hayes is one in 
6.2 Billon
March 8, 2023

With balloons, champagne, an oversized 
novelty check and five thousand dollars in 
cash, Dave Sayer, Howie Guja and the Pub-
lisher’s House cameraman George skittered 
across the street and to the door of Thelma 
“Snooks” Hays and her husband Keith to 
deliver the news they had won $5,000 a 
week “forever.”

Msgr. Roh passes away
April 12, 2023

Some of the best speedcubers in the coun-
try were on hand for the three-day Nebraska 
Heartland Warmup 2023 event at Pricard Au-
ditorium from Friday, March 31, to Sunday, 
April 2, 2023. The three-day event featured 
over 100 contestants from several states and 
even Canada. Local participants included 
Tanner Jackson and Camden Jean who com-
peted amongst the best cubers in the world 

(Continued next week)(Continued next week)

Effective December 22, 2023 
Humboldt Mayor Ron Ratho-
bone resigned his position as 
Mayor.

In a resignation letter to Rhon-
da Dettmer, President of the 
Humboldt City Council, Rath-
bone stated, “I would like to 
inform you as President of the 
Humboldt City Council that I 
am resigning my position as the 
Mayor of Humboldt, NE. My 
resignation will be effective im-
mediately upon giving notice to 
you today, December 22, 2023. 
Sincerely, Ron Rathbone. 

In a phone visit with the for-
mer Mayor, Rathbone said he 
will release a statement at a 
later date, but looked forward 
to spending time with his family 
over the holidays. 

A recall petition was filed with 
the Richardson County Clerk 
on December 4, 2023, by Cole 
Ellston, alleging that Humboldt 
Mayor Ron Rathbone will “pick 
one member of the public who 
wants to address the council, 
and berate that individual, uses 
bullying and intimidation in 
Council meetings and exhib-
its conduct unbecoming of the 
Mayor.”

During an interview last 
month, Mayor Rathbone ex-
pressed his desire for fair treat-
ment and open communication, 
saying, “Just treat people fair, 
that’s what we’ve tried to do, 
I’ve tried to do. Just treat me 
fairly back. You don’t have to 
agree with me, but come talk to 
me.”

Council President Rhonda 
Dettmer will assume the posi-
tion of Humboldt Mayor.

Ron Rathbone 
resigns as

Humboldt Mayor

As of January 1, 2024 we will no longer be mailing out individ-
ual papers in manila envelopes to subscribers who didn’t receive a 
Journal in the mail. Each subscriber receives a digital copy of the 
paper for free with their subscription. You may get on our website 
and sign up to read that week’s paper at www.fcjournal.net. We can 
no longer afford the cost of mailing out individual papers that have 
gotten lost by the United States Postal Service. If you would like 
to have a paper copy for the week that was lost in the mail we can 
provide one at a cost. We truly apologize for this. 

Falls City Journal no longer able to 
mail out individual copies of the 
paper lost in the mail at no cost

Story by Nikki McKim, Photos by Chelsie Alexander
In a heartwarming display of generosity, the Easton Vonder-

schmidt Memorial Fund donated gifts to every resident and em-
ployee of Jonesbrook Estates nursing home to spread cheer and 
as an extended a heartfelt thank you to each employee. The fund, 
established in memory of Easton Vonderschmidt, who tragically 
lost his life in 2017, aims to make the same positive impact on the 
community that Easton did. 
To make the gift-giving experience even more special, the fund 

hired Mike Pethoud to don the iconic red suit and become Santa 

Easton Vonderschmidt Memorial 
Fund spreads joy to Jonesbrook

As the deadline looms for Rich-
ardson County to notify the City 
of Beatrice and the Southeast 
Communications 911 Center of 
their intent to either cut ties with 
the center or renew for another 
term, the Commissioners asked 
for one more week to mull over 
the options. The commissioners 
must notify the call center 180 
days in advance if they choose 
to terminate their contract; other-
wise, the contract will automati-
cally renew for three years. The 
current three-year contract is set 
to expire on August 1, 2024.

“I need to know if you guys are 
ready to make a decision,” said 
Sheriff Rick Hardesty. “I don’t 
know if you guys have talked 
about the meeting last week with 
Beatrice. They came down and 
offered a two-year contract for 
$200,000 the first year and a three 
percent increase (in year two.)

According to Sheriff Hardesty, 
if the county were to bring dis-

No decision 
made on 

dispatching
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: YEAR-IN-REVIEW 

DOWN
1.Joust verbally
�������&�D�W���I�R�R�G���Á�D�Y�R�U
3. Word before sesame
4. Gangly
5. Type of shower
6. *Company from which #57 Across 
retired, ____ Corp
7. Nest egg, acr.
8. Trattoria staple
9. Sign of a saint
10. Kin group
11. South American monkey
12. Design detail, for short
15. Sacred objects on a pole
20. Bitterly regretting
22. Dwight D. Eisenhower
24. Boat race
25. Meat on a stick
26. “Fear of Flying” author Jong
27. Post-it user
���������
�6�L�W�H���R�I���W�U�D�J�L�F���Z�L�O�G�À�U�H�V
31. Objectivity preventer
32. Declare invalid
33. Like 1950s style, today
34. *”The Eras Tour” star
36. Balkan native
38. St. Louis attraction
42. Hindu garment
45. Combining two forms
49. What kneecap and leech have in 
common
51. Airbnb offering
54. Northernmost land, to the an-
cients
56. a.k.a. adobar or carne de vinha 
d’alhos
57. Lion’s share
58. Beyond natural, in U.K.
59. Steak preference
60. Days, in Havana
61. *Showtime’s “____: The After-
math”
62. Certain social media message
63. A third of thrice
64. Infantry’s last rows
67. *____-AFTRA

ACROSS
1. *Herald, Idalia or Ophelia
6. Do this in the bud
9. Parts of play
13. Cocoon dwellers
14. Paleozoic or mesozoic, e.g.
15. Alexandre Duma’s “The Black 
____”
16. Concerning, archaic
17. Talking Heads’ “And She ____”
18. Give a speech
19. *2023 World Series winners
21. *Imploded submersible’s desti-
nation
23. *Kali Uchis’ “I Wish ____ Roses”
24. Don’t step on it twice!
25. *Ryan Gosling’s #48 Across role
28. Winter window picture
30. Imprisons
35. Aphrodite’s son
37. Hindu serpent deity
39. Toughness
40. Angler’s hope
41. Stephen Curry, e.g.
43. Opposed to
44. Tastes like lemon
46. Seven-year desire
47. Turf alternative
48. *Highest-grossing 2023 movie 
to-date
50. Chris Hemsworth’s repeating role
52. Auction batch
53. Cheese on Peloponnese
55. Kombucha, e.g.
57. *Retired media magnate
61. *King Charles III’s Royal House
65. On the radio (2 words)
66. *Ryder Cup 2023 runner-up
68. 1000 kilograms
69. “Beat it!”
70. Lake, in France
71. Manila hemp
72. Foot digits
73. Freudian topic
74. Runner

MORE GUNS 
IN ScHOOLS, 
POOL fOR 

LEGISLATIVE 
CLERKS AND 

MORE
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
They’re back. The 108th 

Legislature, Second Session, 
convenes today. 
One can expect proposed 

bills and discussion of some 
hot button issues as well as 
what could be a protracted 
debate on rules. It’s likely 
that state Sen. Tom Brewer 
of Gordon will have some-
thing to say about guns in 
schools. 
The Education or Revenue 

committees will likely ad-
�G�U�H�V�V�� �V�F�K�R�R�O�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G��
the Executive Council will 
seek discussion about putting 
legislative committee clerks 
in a pool to provide uniform 
training while avoiding parti-
sanship. The council will also 
offer something to deal with 
legislative oversight of cor-
rections and social services.
Who should be allowed to 

carry a gun on school prop-
erty, beyond on-duty law en-
�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W���R�I�À�F�H�U�V�"
 Brewer, a military veteran 

and gun rights advocate who 
has been shot at and missed 
more often than the ducks I 
hunted as a youth, held forth 
in an interim study on the 
question with invited testi-
mony from rural and private 
�V�F�K�R�R�O�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V���� �À�U�H�D�U�P�V�� �H�[-
perts and security contrac-
tors. No teachers or teachers 
unions or leaders or school 
board members from public 
schools in Nebraska’s largest 
cities made that list.
While he said he hasn’t de-

cided on wording for his next 
gun bill after successfully 
passing last year a bill elim-
inating training requirements 
for carrying concealed hand-
guns, there were some likely 
�W�D�U�J�H�W�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �G�X�U�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H��
hearing, according to the Ne-
braska Examiner.
Among them: allowing cer-

�W�L�À�H�G�� �O�D�Z�� �H�Q�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �R�I�À-
cers to carry service weapons 
on school property and at 
school events when off-duty; 
giving elected local school 
boards the authority to allow 
armed teachers and staff at 
schools; requiring updated 
digital mapping of school 
buildings compatible with 
mapping software and equip-
ment used by local and state 
law enforcement.
“We don’t have enough 

money to put school resource 
�R�I�À�F�H�U�V�� �L�Q�� �H�Y�H�U�\�� �V�F�K�R�R�O���µ��
Brewer said. “For those 
schools … that don’t have 
that advantage, I think we 
owe it to them to do what we 
can.”
On another gun-related mat-

ter, a recent opinion from 
state Attorney General Mike 
Hilgers said that executive 
orders signed by the mayors 
of Lincoln and Omaha to pro-
�K�L�E�L�W�� �À�U�H���D�U�P�V�� �R�Q�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�L�H�V��
owned, leased or managed by 
the city, including parks and 
public spaces, are non-bind-
ing and can’t be enforced. 
Some senators may want to 
revisit that issue.
Likewise, lawmakers are ex-

pected to look for a solution 
to another Hilgers’ opinion 
concerning ombudsmen for 
corrections and child welfare 
issues. Hilgers wrote earlier 
�W�K�D�W�� �V�X�F�K�� �R�I�À�F�H�V���� �F�U�H�D�W�H�G�� �E�\��
the Legislature, were over-
reaching, and interfered with 
functions of the Executive 
branch.
Speaker of the Legisla-

ture John Arch of Omaha 
and Clerk of the Legislature 
Brandon Metzler have dis-

cussed placing legislative 
committee clerks in a sepa-
�U�D�W�H�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �R�I-
�À�F�H�V�� �R�I�� �F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �F�K�D�L�U�V�� �W�R��
depoliticize the position and 
to provide training aimed at 
much-needed adherence to 
�F�O�H�U�N�V�� �I�X�O�À�O�O�L�Q�J�� �W�K�H�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V��
necessary to perform the 
tasks with which they are 
charged.
 Arch said that more than 80 

corrections were made last 
session to reports used as a 
historical and legal record 
for the work of legislative 
committees this year — four 
times as many as were made 
in both the 2021 and 2019 
sessions, which were also 90 
days long.
Eight committee clerks 

failed to turn in completed 
reports detailing the efforts 
of senators on those working 
�J�U�R�X�S�V�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�� �F�O�H�U�N�·�V�� �R�I�À�F�H��
by the Oct. 1 deadline this 
year, while three end-of-ses-
sion reports from the 2023 
session are still missing. One 
committee clerk forgot to 
turn on the recording equip-
ment during an interim hear-
ing at the Capitol, meaning 
no record was created for a 
portion of the proceedings, 
while in other situations, re-
cording equipment has been 
left on to capture senators’ 
private conversations.
They have suggested cre-

ation of a new Legislative 
�&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�� �6�X�S�S�R�U�W�� �2�I�À�F�H��
to provide clerks with uni-
form training and supervi-
sion from legislative staff 
rather than from state sena-
tors who chair committees 
and hire the clerks as part 
of their staff. Metzler said 
�W�K�H�� �F�H�Q�W�U�D�O�L�]�H�G�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �Z�R�X�O�G��
allow the Legislature to op-
erate with fewer committee 
clerks than it does currently 
because clerks could be as-
signed to multiple commit-

tees.
Several senators, most-

ly those who now serve as 
committee chairs, bristled at 
the idea of moving the clerk 
�R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�I�À�F�H�����Z�K�L�F�K��
they said would cut down 
lines of communication and 
potentially slow the Legis-
lature’s work. Several said 
clerks work best when they 
work closely with senators.
Omaha Sen. Machaela Ca-

vanaugh, who is not a com-
mittee chair, said she believed 
having a clerk that was part of 
the professional staff and not 
a political ally or former cam-
�S�D�L�J�Q�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�� �Z�R�X�O�G���E�H�Q�H�À�W��

the institution as a whole. 
“Your committee clerk 

should not be helping you 
get your bill out; their job is 
to run the meeting and keep 
a record,” Cavanaugh said. 
“This shouldn’t be a political 
position, and they shouldn’t 
be in control over who is run-
ning the record of the Legis-
lature.”
Stay tuned. Trust me, this’ll 

be an interesting session. 
J.L. Schmidt has been 

covering Nebraska gov-
ernment and politics since 
1979. He has been a reg-
istered Independent for 20 
years.	
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By Andrew Ellsworth, MD
A seizure can be one of 

the most frightening things 
for a family member, 
friend, or anyone to wit-
ness. However, for some 
people with epilepsy, sei-
zures may be fairly com-
mon and not unexpected. Roughly 1 in 10 people may 
have a seizure at some point in their lifetime. 
A seizure occurs when there is a burst of uncontrolled 

electrical activity in the brain. This may cause a sudden 
change in awareness or full loss of consciousness, un-
usual sensations or thoughts, or temporary problems in 
muscle tone or movements, such as stiffness, twitching, 
or limpness.  
The two main types of seizures are focal and general-

ized. A focal onset seizure starts in one area of the brain 
and spreads, causing mild or severe symptoms. A gen-
eralized seizure occurs when both sides of the brain are 
affected. Generalized seizures may include:
· Absence - which causes a staring spell, the “petit mal” 

seizure
· Atonic - which causes someone to go limp suddenly
· Myoclonic - which causes sudden body jolts or in-

�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���W�R�Q�H���E�U�L�H�Á�\
· Tonic - which causes muscle stiffness
· Clonic - which causes muscles to spasm and jerk
· Tonic-clonic - a combination of jerking and muscle 

stiffness, the “grand mal” seizure
If you witness someone having a seizure, stay with 

them until the seizure ends and they are fully awake. 
Stay calm, it should end in a few minutes. Ease them to 
�W�K�H�� �Á�R�R�U�� �D�Q�G�� �W�X�U�Q�� �W�K�H�� �S�H�U�V�R�Q�� �J�H�Q�W�O�\�� �W�R�� �R�Q�H�� �V�L�G�H�� �Z�K�L�F�K��
can help them breathe. Clear the area of anything hard 
or sharp to help keep them safe. Consider putting some-
�W�K�L�Q�J���V�R�I�W���D�Q�G���Á�D�W���O�L�N�H���D���I�R�O�G�H�G���M�D�F�N�H�W���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�G����
Consider removing their glasses or sunglasses. Loosen 
ties or anything around the neck. 
Not all people who have a seizure need to go to the 

hospital. Time the seizure and consider calling 911 if 
the seizure lasts longer than 5 minutes. Other reasons to 
call 911 include if they have never had a seizure before, 
�L�I���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W�\���E�U�H�D�W�K�L�Q�J���R�U���Z�D�N�L�Q�J���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���V�H�L-
�]�X�U�H�����L�I���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���V�H�L�]�X�U�H���V�R�R�Q���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W�����L�I��
they get hurt from the seizure, if it happened in water, 
or if they have a known health condition like diabetes, 
heart disease, or are pregnant. 
Do not hold the person down or try to stop their move-

ments. Never put anything in their mouth or forcefully 
open a tightly clenched jaw, since that could harm them. 
It is a myth that someone having a seizure is in danger 
of swallowing their tongue.  
After the seizure, the person is likely to be unconscious 

or sleepy for a few minutes more. This is the postictal 
phase, when the brain is still very active and trying to 
contain the electrical impulses. Once someone is alert, 
they are likely to be sore, confused, or frightened them-
selves.  Tell them what happened in a calm and simple 
manner. 
Seizures can be quite frightening to witness, but with 

some knowledge, you may be better prepared to help. 
Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® 

team of physicians and currently practices family med-
icine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook and ins-
tagram featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a med-
ical Q&A show celebrating its 22nd season of health 
information based on science, built on trust, streaming 
live on Facebook most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.

Seizures


