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No decision
made on
dispatching

Commissioners = = \ ' As the deadline looms for Rich-
Wednesdaye in i ' ardson County to notify the City
s of Beatrice and the Southeast
Communications 911 Center of
their intent to either cut ties with
the center or renew for another
4 Baker urges pares term, the Commissioners asked

> have sit-down with their kids to discuss
FC Public School Board | actions that could lead to criminal ch for one more week to mull over
approves the options. The commissioners
must notify the call center 180
days in advance if they choose
to terminate their contract; other-
wise, the contract will automati-
cally renew for three years. The
current three-year contract is set
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meeting on
Wednesdays in

- : shines bright on wrestling’s ||
Internal audit of customer utility . . biggest stage
accounts finds overcharge, now what? Internal audit of customer utility

accounts finds overcharge, now what?

BAKER URGES PARENTS TO TALK TO
THEIR KIDS ABOUT ACTIONS THAT
COULD LEAD TO CRIMINAL CHARGES

FEBRUARY 22,2023

AUDIT FINDS OVERCHARGE TO
UTILITY ACCOUNTS

FEBRUARY 8,2023

An error was discovered in calculating “the

THE CHINESE BALLOON
FEBRUARY 8,2023
A Chinese balloon could be spotted over
Falls City early one February morning.

According to ABC News, China’s foreign
minister claimed it as a civilian balloon
used for meteorological purposes. The Pen-
tagon said it was tracking the balloon and it
didn’t present a military threat. It was later
shot down off the coast of South Carolina.

power cost adjustment” billing during an
internal audit of customer utility accounts
resulting in an overcharge. “The monthly
control procedures failed and new steps have
been implemented by management for over-
sight and control to ensure the error doesn’t
happen again,” stated City Clerk Anthony
Nussbaum.

Falls City Police Chief Jamie Baker wanted
parents to be aware of the influx of under-
aged juveniles sharing explicit photos of
each other. Chief Baker says the department
had been busy working many cases dealing
with this issue. Baker also stressed it is not
an issue that only Falls City is dealing with.
“These photos don’t go away,” said Baker.

T
ling refunds | &

issued after error
discovered last month

City Council discusses a taxpayer
funded fireworks display

Tk Fauss Crry

Council hears | Southeast 911 Communications
from EDGE
Director Lucas | 7

names of the game at the
Auditorium over the weekend

Humboldt
Council needs
to make difficult 3 ;
decision about
L

City COUNCIL DISCUSSES A TAX

PAYER FUNDED FIREWORKS DISPLAY

MarcH 1,2023

Mayor Harkendorff had requested that the city
entertain the idea of hosting an annual fireworks
show and it was deemed best to be held in con-
junction with the Hot Air Balloon Festival. At
the end of the discussion, a motion was made by
Buckminster and seconded by Ferguson to ap-
prove the $15,000 bid. The Council voted 4-2-1-
1, with Councilpersons Buckminster, Ferguson,
Rhodd and Fouraker voting for it, while Wisdom
and Ractliffe were against. Holle abstained from
the vote and Leyden was absent.

Falls City Journal no longer able to
mail out individual copies of the
paper lost in the mail at no cost

SNOOKS HAYES IS ONE IN

6.2 BiLLON
MAarcH 8, 2023
With balloons, champagne, an oversized
novelty check and five thousand dollars in
cash, Dave Sayer, Howie Guja and the Pub-
lisher’s House cameraman George skittered
across the street and to the door of Thelma
“Snooks” Hays and her husband Keith to
deliver the news they had won $5,000 a
week “forever.”

(Continued next week)

MSGR. ROH PASSES AWAY
ApriL 12,2023

Some of the best speedcubers in the coun-
try were on hand for the three-day Nebraska
Heartland Warmup 2023 event at Pricard Au-
ditorium from Friday, March 31, to Sunday,
April 2, 2023. The three-day event featured
over 100 contestants from several states and
even Canada. Local participants included
Tanner Jackson and Camden Jean who com-
peted amongst the best cubers in the world

to expire on August 1,2024.

“I need to know if you guys are
ready to make a decision,” said
Sheriff Rick Hardesty. “I don’t
know if you guys have talked
about the meeting last week with
Beatrice. They came down and
offered a two-year contract for
$200,000 the first year and a three
percent increase (in year two.)

According to Sheriff Hardesty,
if the county were to bring dis-

(Please turn to Page 12)

Ron Rathbone
resigns as
Humboldt Mayor

Effective December 22, 2023
Humboldt Mayor Ron Ratho-
bone resigned his position as
Mayor.

In a resignation letter to Rhon-
da Dettmer, President of the
Humboldt City Council, Rath-
bone stated, “I would like to
inform you as President of the
Humboldt City Council that I
am resigning my position as the
Mayor of Humboldt, NE. My
resignation will be effective im-
mediately upon giving notice to
you today, December 22, 2023.
Sincerely, Ron Rathbone.

In a phone visit with the for-
mer Mayor, Rathbone said he
will release a statement at a
later date, but looked forward

As of January 1, 2024 we will no longer be mailing out individ-
ual papers in manila envelopes to subscribers who didn’t receive a
Journal in the mail. Each subscriber receives a digital copy of the
paper for free with their subscription. You may get on our website
and sign up to read that week’s paper at www.fcjournal .net. We can
no longer afford the cost of mailing out individual papers that have
gotten lost by the United States Postal Service. If you would like
to have a paper copy for the week that was lost in the mail we can
provide one at a cost. We truly apologize for this.

PUBLIC NOTICES:

to spending time with his family
over the holidays.

A recall petition was filed with
the Richardson County Clerk
on December 4, 2023, by Cole
Ellston, alleging that Humboldt
Mayor Ron Rathbone will “pick
one member of the public who
wants to address the council,
and berate that individual, uses
bullying and intimidation in

BECAUSE YOU HAVE Council meetings and exhib-
PEEVE'SV:L'\“F’;‘I;';G A RIGHT TO KNOW. 1\5{5358;1311“ unbecoming of the
2023 Public Notices, County During an interview last

Fund spreads joy to Jonesbrook

Story by Nikki McKim, Photos by Chelsie Alexander
In a heartwarming display of generosity, the Easton Vonder-

month, Mayor Rathbone ex-
pressed his desire for fair treat-
ment and open communication,

Commissioners, Villages

Nebraska Press Association
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Seilzures MoRE GUNS

By Andrew Ellsworth, MD IN SCHOOLS,
A seizure can be one of

the most frightening things POOL FOR
for a family member, LEGlSLATlVE
friend, or anyone to wit-

ness. However, for some CLERKS AND
people with epilepsy, sei-
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have a seizure at some point in their lifetime. Capitol View

A seizure occurs when there is a burst of uncontrolled NeAbrask_atl_Dress
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