
The Richardson County House of Hope is host-
ing a Help the Homeless Benefit Banquet on No-
vember 9, 2023, at the Falls City Elks Club. 
The goal is to raise $100,000 to provide hous-

ing and support for vulnerable women and women 
with children. The evening will feature a social 
hour, dinner catered by the Wooden Spoon and a 
remarkable keynote speech by Ricky C. Simmons, 
sharing his inspiring journey of overcoming ad-
diction. The event is a way to unite as a commu-
nity to help our neighbors in need.
Pastor Jerry Yount and a dedicated team 

have introduced the Richardson County 
House of Hope, a non-profit orga-
nization aiming to provide tem-
porary/transitional housing and 
support for the homeless in 
Falls City. They’re working 
hard to secure funding and 
create a safe, drug-free envi-
ronment. 
This organization is working 

to set up a house for the home-
less population in Falls City and 
provide job training and support 
to help them find stable housing. 
The house will have 24/7 staff, be 
drug and alcohol-free, and have a zero-
tolerance policy. They’re seeking financial 
support through grants, community contribu-
tions, private donations, and community fundrais-
ers such as the banquet being held on November 
9. This is a way for the community to help them 
make a difference.
“Our community doesn’t realize we have a home-

less population. We do,” stated Linda Santo of the 
RC HOH. “We need to help our neighbors in need. 

Unfortunately, RC HOH can’t help all categories 
of people experiencing homelessness in Richard-
son County. We are starting with the vulnerable 
women and women with children.”
According to the Region V Systems of the State 

of Nebraska, around 2,241 people are currently 
experiencing homelessness. The COVID-19 pan-
demic made things even more challenging for 
them, especially for those facing domestic vio-
lence. Falls City had a poverty rate of 15.2 percent 
when these figures were brought to the County 

Commissioners in early 2022. The Richard-
son County Houses of Hope aims to 

provide safe, Christian-based transi-
tional housing for the homeless. 

During a Commissioners meet-
ing last year, Sherry Hud-
dleston, Family Development 
Specialist, told the Commis-
sioners, “I know when I work 
with people in my office that 
you can’t work with some-
body in the moment when 

they’re in survival mode,” said 
Huddleston. “All they’re think-

ing about is where’s my next meal 
coming from? Where am I going to 

stay safe tonight, things like that. So 
with this house, if we can put somebody in 

there, they’re safe and warm, then we can come in 
and work with them on figuring out what the next 
phases are.”
The RC HOH project with SENCA will help 

those who are the most vulnerable overcome some 
of life’s significant obstacles. They’ll assist them 
in getting essential documents like their birth cer-
tificate, driver’s license, and social security card to 
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“Hello, I’m Ben Mankiewicz. Welcome to TCM”
Story and photos by Nikki McKim
Last month, the Journal had the incredible opportu-

nity to visit the Atlanta-based headquarters of Turner 
Classic Movies in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Turner Classic Movies launched in 1994, the baby 

of CNN and TBS founder Ted Turner. The network 
boasts commercial-free classic films, a promise 
they’ve kept for nearly 30 years. They bring on a 
variety of filmmakers, actors and other industry pro-
fessionals to discuss movies, actors and studios that 
made old Hollywood fascinating. 
TCM/Warner Media Digital Marketing Manager Di-

ana would be my tour guide for the day, giving me the 
history and the behind-the-scenes look at what goes 
on while on set. 
As you entered the studio, you could sense the same 

undeniable energy you feel in the Falls City Journal 
office on a Monday while trying to put the paper to 
bed. It’s the energy you have when you’re on a mis-
sion with a small staff full of passion, a mound of work 
and a looming deadline. Every person there poured 

their heart and soul into their work, ensuring that what 
viewers see on TCM is nothing short of perfection.
Many people worldwide, both young and old, share 

a love for classic cinema and a passionate dedication 
to TCM, the network’s knowledge, and the film li-
brary presented 24 hours a day with careful curation. 
A quick Google search turns up hundreds of personal 

testimonies of those affected by the recent staff chang-
es and cuts at the network. The network has legions of 
fans who turn to the channel and even the staff for 
comfort when they struggle in their own lives. During 
the pandemic, the hosts and films were a great source 
of comfort for many who stayed home for months, 
many alone with no family, but who spent days online 
talking to other film fans about what the channel was 
showing. 
When David Zaslav, head of Warner Bros. Discov-

ery, started laying off senior management this sum-
mer, people got nervous. Whenever a CEO starts tin-
kering with a beloved brand it’s time to worry. But 
when people worry about a brand or institution, it’s 

The Humboldt City Council met during a rescheduled meeting on 
Monday, October 23, 2023. 
All members were present except for Councilperson Rhonda Dett-

mer, who was in attendance via Zoom. 
During public comment, Mayor Ron Rathbone thanked everyone 

for their thoughts, prayers, condolences and cards after losing a fam-
ily member. He said he appreciated everyone in town and thanked 
them for their support.
Roxanne Sailors from The Humboldt Standard inquired about First 

Street parking, which had been discussed at the previous meeting. 
The discussion was that a citizen said they thought banning parking 

on First Street was a bad idea. He said he felt it would make that 
area a “drag strip.” 
“There’s multiple times you sit there and watch kids and all kinds of 

people fly up and down that street. So it’s my opinion, I don’t think 
it’s a good idea to ban parking on the south side of the street.” The 
citizen also addressed people who lived on that street who wouldn’t 
be able to park in front of their home or have parking for family 
gatherings if parking on the south side of the street was banned and 
there is currently no parking on the north side of the street in the 
area he is referencing. 
The Mayor explained to Ms. Sailors that the issue was tabled at the 

request of Councilperson Wilhelm and a future discussion will be 
had on the topic. 
“I just don’t think we were really ready to start that right now, and 

that was after visiting with Sheriff Hardesty and Jan visited with 
some folks and so did all of us. But it’s tabled as of right now,” said 
Mayor Rathbone. 
Josh from People Service gave the September O&M report. 
At the beginning of September, he found the north blower was 

seized up and not turning. He ordered a new one and it has since 
been installed. He also found that the “Muffin Monster” at the plant 
was not working-the bearings were shot. The “Muffin Monster” is a 
grinder which is the entry to the wastewater plant and grinds sludge 

Humboldt City Council vote 
no on increasing paramedic 

hours from 20 to 24 per week

Falls City’s House of Hope: 
A Beacon of Hope for the Homeless to host 

“Help the Homeless Benefit Banquet” The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on Wednes-
day, October 25, 2023. Roll call was answered by Karas and Caver-
zagie. Commissioner Sickel was absent.
The minutes of the October 18, 2023, County Board meeting were 

approved as presented as were the October 18, 2023 Board of Equal-
ization meeting minutes.  	
Steve Darveau, Jr., Highway Superintendent updated the Board on 

the routine road and bridge maintenance being done. Darveau has 
been working with the staff at the Falls City Public Schools bus barn 
to make plans for snow removal on different routes and reported 
that the department is getting machinery ready for snow removal. 
Darveau also presented information for the purchase of a motor 

Sheriff’s Department hires 
new Deputy Sheriff 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: HALLOWEEN  

DOWN
1. Ovine utterance
2. Margarita fruit
3. Windows alternative in computers
4. “Europa ____” movie (1990)
5. Disease in Philip Roth’s “Nemesis”
6. Licorice-like flavor
7. Future atty.’s exam
8. *Michael Jackson’s spooky classic
9. Disorderly retreat
10. M lange
11. “Silent Spring” subject, acr.
13. Make ill
14. Subsequently
19. Settle a debt
22. Contrary conjunction
23. End of “incense”
24. In the least (2 words)
25. Birth-related
26. Group of cows
27. JPEG data
28. “To the ____,” or “to a great ex-
tent”
29. Roll out the red carpet
32. *Kandy ____
33. Romanian money
36. *Stephenie Meyer’s vampire saga
38. Relinquished
40. Spinning toy
41. Gin plus lime cordial
44. Chip dip
46. *”Monster Mash” words, e.g.
48. Tasteless and flashy
49. Gold-related
50. Spill the beans
51. Yorkshire river
52. Kin group
53. Word of mouth
54. California wine valley
55. R&R destination
58. *All Saints’ Day mo.

ACROSS
1. Down in the dumps
5. Letter-writing friend
8. Trampled
12. Hokkaido people
13. D. H. Lawrence’s “____ and Lov-
ers”
14. Near the wind, archaic
15. Mideast ruler
16. Hipbones
17. *Pumpkin, e.g.
18. *”The ____”, movie
20. Jackson 5 member
21. Twinings product
22. ___ canto (singing style)
23. Appetite whetter
26. Chucking
30. Pilot’s announcement, acr.
31. Short sock
34. Kuwaiti leader
35. Dapper
37. “____ the ramparts ...”
38. Origami bird
39. Popular picnic side
40. Weary walk
42. Often precedes “whiz”
43. Larry of Oracle
45. Most idle
47. Napkin holder
48. Gamy, alt. sp.
50. *What witches’ brew does in 52 
across
52. *”Eye of newt and toe of frog” 
holder
55. Shell-less gastropod, pl.
56. Siren’s song, e.g.
57. A Flock of Seagulls’ hit (2 words)
59. Ottoman title
60. Type of mine passage
61. Head of family
62. Aid in crime
63. *World’s largest Halloween Pa-
rade location, acr.
64. Bulgarian or Serb

Whatever 
Happened to 
People Who 
Apologize?

Capitol View
Nebraska Press 

Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

Quick, somebody give 
the Governor a shovel, 
I want to see how much 
deeper he can dig the 
hole.
Weeks after he insult-

ed a reporter who ques-
tioned the high nitrate 
levels on his pig farm, 
Governor Jim Pillen 
has yet to apologize 
for his xenophobic re-
marks.
The reporter, born in 

China, has been work-
ing in this country 
since 2017. She wrote 
about the nitrate is-
sue for Flatwater Free 
Press, her employer for 
the past two years. On 
an Omaha radio call-in 
program, Pillen said he 
hadn’t read the article 
and won’t because the 
author is from Commu-
nist China.
That’s not very diplo-

matic. That’s not even 
nice. How does the 
Governor know the au-
thor is from China? Is it 
a presumption made by 
seeing her name?
That would be like me 

saying I’m not going to 
listen to Pillen because 
he’s a pig farmer.
You get the picture!
Facing questions al-

most daily from various 
media outlets, state and 
national elected officials 
and a written plea from 
reporter Yanqi Xu’s ed-
itor to please apologize, 
Pillen has not apolo-
gized for nor defended 
the comments he made 
about the Nebraska re-
porter’s nationality that 
have been criticized by 
Asian American leaders 
across the country.
Perhaps as troubling 

is the original story, 
which Pillen has also 
not addressed, nitrate 
levels on his farms that 
are far above the legal 
drinking water limit.  
So what did he say to 

create all this furor? 
Asked about the story 
on his farms on a state-
wide radio show, the 
Governor said, “Num-
ber one, I didn’t read it. 
And I won’t. Number 
two; all you got to do is 
look at the author. The 
author is from commu-
nist China. What more 
do you need to know?”
The governor’s com-

ments surfaced when 
Matt Wynn, the news 
outlet’s executive di-
rector, wrote a column 
defending the report-
er and calling Pillen’s 
comments infuriating 
and saddening.  At his 
first public appearance 
since Wynn’s column 
gained national atten-
tion, Pillen repeatedly 
sidestepped questions 
about his remarks on 
Xu, often referring to 
the mounting criticism 
against him as a “side-

show.”
“I am 100% focused 

on being governor of all 
Nebraskans,” he said. I 
wonder if that includes 
the reporter?
“Again, my comment 

— I’m not gonna talk 
about any reporter, I’m 
not gonna talk about 
any sideshows,” he 
added. “I’m focused on 
my job.”
But wait Governor. 

You already talked 
about a reporter, that’s 
why you have become 
your own sideshow.
Rep. Judy Chu, a 

Democrat from Califor-
nia who chairs the Con-
gressional Asian Pacific 
American Caucus, told 
NBC News Pillen’s 
remarks amounted to 
a “baseless xenopho-
bic attack” and called 
on him to apologize. 
“Failing to do so only 
contributes to more 
hostility and suspicion 
of people from China 
and Asian Americans 
broadly,” she said.
The Asian American 

Journalists Association 
Board of Directors also 
denounced “statements 
that may fuel xenopho-
bia or prejudice” in a 
statement in support of 
Xu, an award-winning 
investigative reporter 
for Flatwater. 
Norman Chen, the 

CEO of The Asian 
American Foundation 
in San Francisco, said 

in a statement that Pil-
len’s comments were 
“not only appalling but 
also outright racist.”
Meeting with reporters 

in downtown Lincoln, 
Pillen said “I’m 100% 
focused on the state of 
Nebraska and the peo-
ple of Nebraska and 
defending agriculture, 
growing agriculture, 
selling it all over the 
country,” he said. 
“And that’s what I 

keep focused on. I fo-

cus on the task at hand 
and don’t get caught up 
in the sideshows.”
Governor, I repeat, 

you ARE the sideshow 
and only you can stop 
the sideshow.
The hole is just getting 

deeper. The solution is 
simple.
Apologize.
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	
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Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D.
A common lament I hear from my patients as they try 

to discuss a real concern they have about their body: 
“I’m sorry; this is so disgusting!” Their cheeks burn with 
shame as they tell me how their bowels have betrayed 
them. No matter what the issue is, so many of my patients 
are mortified discussing their diarrhea, constipation, fecal 
incontinence. My response, always, is “you can’t gross 
me out – we talk about poop every day in this clinic!”
Plenty of things can go wrong in the gastrointestinal 

tract, and even minor issues can be really disruptive in 
a person’s life. Certain features of bowel dysfunction, 
like blood in the stool, abdominal pain, and weight loss, 
might signal more urgency to get a problem diagnosed 
and fixed. We certainly don’t want to miss things like tu-
mors, ulcers, inflammatory bowel disease, and diseases 
that might affect absorption of nutrients.
Oftentimes, none of those “red flags” are present, but 

a patient’s gastrointestinal symptoms are affecting their 
ability to function at work or socially. In cases when we 
either have ruled out or have low suspicion for something 
“bad” we can still offer plenty to help with these symp-
toms. Sometimes that might mean trials of elimination 
of food types, dietary changes, addition of fiber, or other 
medications. GI symptoms might be a side effect of an-
other medication. We frequently have to do some trial 
and error to find the right combination of things that im-
prove an individual’s function, but usually we can do so. 
In some cases consulting with gut specialists, dietitians, 
even physical therapists, can be very helpful.
My point here is this: if you are having gut symptoms 

that are worrying you or disrupting your day-to-day life, 
let’s talk about it! Whatever discomfort you have discuss-
ing it, I promise, is not shared by your primary care pro-
vider or friendly gastroenterologist. We want to help you 
get answers. And even if there is not a simple diagnosis 
or fix to the problem, we want to help you be more com-
fortable leaving the house without worrying about what 
your gut will do. So please, don’t let feeling grossed out 
keep you from asking the question.
Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is part of The Prairie 

Doc® team of physicians and currently practices internal 
medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prai-
rie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook featur-
ing On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show 
providing health information based on science, built on 
trust, streaming live on Facebook most Thursdays at 7 
p.m. central.  

Your gastrointestinal system – 
no reason to be grossed out!
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75 Years Ago, November 1, 1948 to November 7, 1948
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