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The Hunzeker family celebrates with their daughter and grandchildren, above. Brandi Conner eagerly 
awaits her adoption hearing in the Richardson County Courtroom last month, below. 
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HAPPENING SOONHAPPENING SOON •  • SEE ADS INSIDE!SEE ADS INSIDE!
• Community Clean up THIS WEEKEND, 7-11 AM• Community Clean up THIS WEEKEND, 7-11 AM
• CMC Flu Shot Clinic, Humboldt Oct. 23, 8-noon & 1-5 PM• CMC Flu Shot Clinic, Humboldt Oct. 23, 8-noon & 1-5 PM
• CMC Flu Shot Clinic, Walk-In on Oct. 25 from 4-6 PM• CMC Flu Shot Clinic, Walk-In on Oct. 25 from 4-6 PM
• St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Soup Supper- Nov. 1, 5-7 PM• St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Soup Supper- Nov. 1, 5-7 PM
• Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, Blecha Trust- Nov. 3• Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, Blecha Trust- Nov. 3
• • Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, TCA Farm Holdings -Nov. 7Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, TCA Farm Holdings -Nov. 7
• Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, Andrews Farm -Nov. 9 • Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction, Andrews Farm -Nov. 9 
• Help the Homeless Benefit on Nov. 9 at FC Elks Club• Help the Homeless Benefit on Nov. 9 at FC Elks Club

Submitted by Sixpence; photo by 
Chelsie Alexander
Float 4 Life, an element of the 

Joshua Collingsworth Memorial 
Foundation was established by 
Blake and Kathy Collingsworth 
after their personal tragedy of 
losing their son, Josh, due to 
accidental drowning in 2008. 
Out of this tragedy has come a 

worldwide foundation whose 
sole mission is to educate chil-
dren and adults about water 
safety and drowning prevention. 
Our goal is to ensure your child 

can jump or fall into the water 
and recover to a back float fully 
clothed without assistance from 
their coach. 
Float 4 Life combines physical 

Float 4 Life a valuable 
lifesaving program

It’s never too late-adopted at 40
Story and photos by Nikki McKim
Brandi Conner’s smile lights up the courtroom 

as her family eagerly awaits the Judge’s entrance 
on Monday, September 25, 2023. It’s been a har-
rowing journey for her, coming from parents who 
struggled with alcoholism. Her biological father, 
Ed, was the one who kept her safe, but after a 
stroke, she was left with her mother, who had her 
own tough battles with alcohol.
“That’s when things when awry,” said Brandi. 
Conner’s life took her on a challenging ride of 

moving around and changing homes. She faced 
constant transitions from living with her half-
sister in Fairmont, Nebraska, to returning to her 
mother’s house and then experiencing foster care. 
Sadly, she lost her father, half-sister, and grand-
mother during this time, which was difficult. 
“After my grandmother passed away I became 

depressed and I even contemplated suicide. I re-
ally, so I started going to therapy again. Shortly 
after, I snuck out of 
the home for a few 
hours and got caught. 
Then, I went to an-
other house to do re-
spite, which became 
my next placement,” 
Brandi said.
That placement last-

ed  for about seven 
months before she 
moved in with Ange-
la and Bobby Hunze-
ker. Brandi lived with 
the Hunzeker family 
until she went to col-
lege in August 2001 
and “aged out of 
the system” in early 
2002. 
“My entire child-

hood, I dreamt of 
being a mother,” 
said Angie Hunze-
ker, “That was my 
lifetime goal. I had 
always wanted four 
children for as long 
as I can remember when we played dolls, Barbies,  
etc. I wanted four but God Blessed me with way 
more through my daycare loves and my kindergar-
ten kiddos!”
When Angie grew up and married the love of her 

life, she realized that God’s plan was a bit different 
for her.
“We had been dealing with fertility issues for 

about eight years, so we started to look into adop-
tion,” said Angie.
As luck would have it, Hunzeker coached softball 

with Angie Lewis, former Resources Developer at 
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human 
Services. It was Lewis who encouraged the Hun-
zekers to do foster care so they could foster/adopt 
through the state of Nebraska.

“At the time, only about six couples in our region 
did foster care. We had done some emergency fos-
ter care when our neighbors had newborn foster 
twins and moved to a different state. We took over 
fostering their twins until their adoption was fi-
nal,” said Hunzeker.
After discussing it more with Lewis, Bobby and 

Angie agreed to have a home study done to start 
the foster care/adoption process. The home study 
became a private adoption and a State of Nebraska 
Home Study.
After completing the home study, tragedy struck 

with the sudden passing of Angie’s brother, Larry 
Johansen, but during his visitation, she received 
news that a friend of his oldest daughter’s was 
looking for someone to adopt her sister’s baby. 
Larry’s daughter, knowing her aunt and uncle’s 
desire to adopt, recommended them to her friend. 
A week later, they were contacted and informed 
that they would welcome a baby into their family 

in three months.
“Only God can take 

one of the saddest 
days of your life and 
turn it into happi-
ness,” said Angie. 
As they awaited the 

arrival of their son 
Carter, they fostered 
kids short-term and 
did respite care.
A couple of years 

later while waiting in 
the drive-thru at Son-
ic, Angie discovered 
they would be getting 
their second baby, ar-
riving in November 
of that year.
“Only God can 

give you a baby at 
the drive-through of 
Sonic,” said Angie. 
“A little gal dear to 
my heart was wait-
ing on us and had just 
found out she was 
pregnant and told us 

she was calling us the next day to see if we would 
adopt her baby.”
Little did they know a scorching summer day, 

amidst the chaos of life, the Hunzekers had their 
hands full with a lively two-year-old, a baby on 
the way, a bustling home daycare with a dozen 
children, and a six-week-old baby they were fos-
tering, another blessing was about to come their 
way, though it was initially disguised. During 
this hectic time, Angie Lewis and her former co-
worker Child Protection and Safety Worker Shelly 
Thompson, both from the Nebraska Department 
of Health and Human Services, made desperate 
calls to Angie.
“We have a child for you that we need you to take 

desperately. She is a 17-year-old girl. Will you 

The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commis-
sioners was called to order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, October 11, 2023. Roll call was answered by Karas, 
Sickel and Caverzagie
The motion was made by Sickel to approve the release of pledge 

security receipts #421058302, #421054876, #421064498 from 
Frontier Bank and to approve an ICS Account at Frontier Bank for 
funds deposited by the County Treasurer. The motion was seconded 
by Caverzagie and unanimously approved.
Steve Darveau, Jr., Highway Superintendent, updated the Board 

on the routine road and bridge maintenance. The motor grader be-
ing repaired has been returned and will be back in service later in 
the week.  
Sheriff Hardesty updated the Board on the routine business within 

the Law Enforcement Center. It was reported that for September, 
there were 629 total calls (423 traffic stops, 46 bookings, of which 
the Sheriff’s office did 39 and seven from other agencies).   There 
are currently 15 inmates being housed in the Jail. The Sheriff re-
ported that a Nebraska-certified officer will begin employment with 
Richardson County as a deputy on October 23, 2023.  

Tax Levy confirmed by 
Commissioners and EMA 

approved to hire for vacant position

©
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE 2000s  

DOWN
1. Horse prod
2. *Popular DVR device
3. All over again
4. Eucalyptus-eating marsupial
5. Store in a silo
6. Mountain goat terrain
7. *Xbox competitor
8. Libraryful
9. Dignified manner
10. *”The Da Vinci ____,” best sell-
ing book of the 2000s
11. A-bomb particle
12. Levy
15. Like “something new” boutique
20. Beginning of sleeping disorder
22. Feline sound
24. Put to work
25. *Toyota Hybrid introduced 
worldwide in 2000
26. 1,000 kilograms
27. Play a part (2 words)
29. *2002-2004 zoonotic epidemic 
cause, acr.
31. Rich soil
32. China grass
33. Handy
34. *First ever recipient of Oscar for 
Best Animated Feature
36. Chronic drinkers
38. Post-it slip
42. Like #59 Down
45. *Pink’s 2008 hit (2 words)
49. Break down
51. Dismissal or ejection
54. “Peace” with fingers
56. “Madame Butterfly”, e.g.
57. First rate (2 words)
58. Sky’s Major one
59. *Like Best Buy’s Squad
60. Urban legend
61. Tons (2 words)
62. Relinquish, as in property
63. *Jennifer Aniston and Brad Pitt, 
after 2005
64. *American Girl ____ Kittredge
66. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.

ACROSS
1.Interest in a venture
6. Hundredweight, acr.
9. Med. sch. requirement
13. ____ the tail ___ the donkey
14. Duran Duran’s 1982 hit
15. All plants and animals
16. Part of an eye, pl.
17. Go for the bull’s eye
18. Reduction/oxidation portmanteau
19. *Best selling author of the 2000s
21. *Billboard’s music artist of the 
2000s
23. Chicken ____ ____ king
24. From a thrift store
25. Class-conscious grp.
28. Formerly, once
30. Marine mammal in famous Beat-
les’ song
35. Fabled fliers
37. Jealous biblical brother
39. Averse
40. *”He’s Just Not That ____ You” 
(2009)
41. Acrylic fiber
43. Arabian chieftain
44. Apartments, e.g.
46. *Friendster or Facebook, e.g.
47. 5,280 feet
48. Metal detector, e.g.
50. Goose egg
52. Cry of horror in comics
53. Made a basket
55. *Frodo Baggins and Samwise 
Gamgee or Nemo and Dory, e.g.
57. *Name for 2000s
60. *Popular social network of the 
2000s
64. K-pop country
65. Woody creeper
67. Teletype machine, for short
68. Picture within a picture, e.g.
69. *”____ Smart” (2008)
70. Make a canyon, e.g.
71. Furniture wood
72. Utmost degree
73. Financing value

Attorney 
General 

Fighting Laws 
He Supported 
as A Senator

Capitol View
Nebraska Press 

Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

Attorney General Mike 
Hilgers is now fighting 
prison reform measures 
he supported not too long 
ago as a state senator.
That’s politics. In the At-

torney General ‘s office. 
Imagine that!
Not hard to believe if 

you’ve been paying atten-
tion. The last AG walked 
in lockstep with the gov-
ernor as did the guy be-
fore him, and ...
Let’s not forget Don 

Stenberg, the AG who 
wanted to be anything 
else, mostly US Senator 
(he took a shot and failed 
a couple times) and finally 
wound up as State Trea-
surer before “retiring” 
from public service. I’d 
liken Hilgers, a success-
ful private practice attor-
ney before he became a 
senator, to Stenberg. He 
has higher political aspi-
rations. 
As Sen. Danielle Conrad 

said, Hilgers is an activist 
in an office that needs an 
attorney.
He’s against provisions 

of the prison reform mea-
sures but has offered no 
real alternatives or con-
structive criticism so far. 
His office said he couldn’t 
comment on pending liti-
gation.
Conrad, a Lincoln 

Democrat now serving 
her third term after a 
term-limited hiatus, said 
Nebraskans deserve an 
explanation about why 
the attorney general was 
OK with such legislation 
while in the Legislature 
but is attacking the laws 
now.
“That’s politics at its 

worst,” Conrad said and 
it “challenges the cred-
ibility” of the Attorney 
General’s Office when it 
is involved in negotiating 
legislation. By the way, 
there hasn’t been a Dem-
ocrat attorney general 
since 1950.
Conrad said that next 

session she will seek 
more oversight over the 
budget of the attorney 
general who seems more 
interested in pursuing 
“culture war” issues like 
abortion and student debt 
than in protecting Nebras-
ka consumers and pursu-
ing cold cases. She told 
the Nebraska Examiner 
that Hilgers is pursuing 
a radical political agenda 
that’s at odds with how he 
voted in the Legislature.
Senator Justin Wayne 

of Omaha, a Democrat 
who chairs the Judicia-
ry Committee, said it all 
boils down to an effort 
to justify building a $366 
million new state prison. 
The facility will replace 
the aging Nebraska State 
Penitentiary and simply 
replace those beds with-
out creating room to ease 
the nation’s worst prison 
overcrowding situation.
Wayne introduced the 

two laws that Hilgers 
is challenging in court. 
He said if his “deferred 
judgment” law of 2019 
is ruled unconstitutional, 
he would move to elimi-
nate drug- and other prob-
lem-solving courts — 
which provide a similar 
second chance for some 
convictions — because 
they would also be con-
stitutionally suspect. The 
process, in some form, is 
now used in at least 47 
states, including neigh-
boring Iowa and Colora-
do, allowing mostly first-
time offenders a second 
chance to wipe a felony 
off their record, if they 
behave.
The other law Hilgers is 

attacking (LB50) makes 
numerous changes to sen-
tencing laws and could 
ultimately impact the 
overcrowding problem.  
Wayne and Conrad have 
been among advocates 
of adopting alternatives 
to incarceration for some 
lower-level criminal of-
fenses. The legislators, as 
well as a prison consul-
tant, have projected that 
if nothing is done to de-
crease the flow of inmates 
into state prisons, Ne-
braska will have to build 
a second new prison in a 
few years.
Wayne said he’ll intro-

duce bills to eliminate 
both the State Parole 
Board — which decides 
if inmates should be re-
leased early on parole su-
pervision — and the State 
Board of Pardons, which 

decides if those convicted 
of crimes should win an 
official forgiveness after 
living crime-free lives.
Wayne told the Nebras-

ka Examiner that the Pa-
role Board “isn’t doing its 
job” in paroling inmates. 
He added that he feels 
there’s an “inherent con-
flict” when the attorney 
general — the state’s top 
prosecutor and a member 
of the Board of Pardons 
— sits in judgment over 
those seeking a pardon 
for a criminal conviction.

It’s time to stop playing 
politics and get down to 
the business of solving 
problems. The old law 
and order, lock ‘em up 
and throw away the key, 
mentality must change. 
It’s not working.
Let’s cooperate and get 

creative. Nebraskans de-
serve as much. 
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	

EDITORIAL PAGE
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are of their opinion and not those of the Falls City Journal or it’s staff unless explicitly written by a staff member. 

By Jill Kruse, DO
x From the back of our hands to the back of our legs, 

pale blue blood vessels are visible just under the skin. 
Oftentimes these veins are flat and not painful. Howev-
er when these vessels become abnormally swollen or 
dilated, they are called varicose veins. This swelling is 
caused by the valves inside the veins becoming weak 
and no longer sealing tightly. Varicose veins can be-
come painful, quite large and stick out from the surface 
of the skin.  
In order for blood to return from your feet back to 

the heart, the blood must be pumped up against grav-
ity. Check valves in the veins are what keep the blood 
from pooling back down the legs in between heart-
beats. When the heart beats (called systole), the valves 
open and allow the blood move upward.  When the 
heart is paused, filling for the next beat (called diasto-
le), the valves close and keep blood from flowing back 
towards the feet. As we age these valves become weak 
and do not fully close, then the surrounding veins be-
come swollen with extra blood causing varicose veins 
to occur.  
Women are also more likely to develop varicose veins 

than men due to hormonal changes during pregnancy 
and menopause. Standing or sitting in one position for 
long periods of time can also increase the risk of de-
veloping varicose veins since leg muscle contractions 
also help move the blood up against gravity. Older age, 
obesity, and family history are all common risk factors. 
Varicose veins do not just look unsightly; they can 

also cause pain in the legs.  They often lead to an ach-
ing or heavy feeling in the legs. Varicose veins addi-
tionally lead to burning, throbbing, itching or muscle 
cramping in the legs. If that is not bad enough, com-
plications related to varicose veins can include ulcers, 
bleeding, or blood clots.  
Unfortunately there is not a way to repair these valves 

once they are damaged.  However, there are some things 
you can do to help manage varicose veins. Wearing 
compression stockings can help decrease swelling in 
the legs. Frequent movement of the legs such as pump-
ing your ankles a few times an hour, raising your legs 
above the level of the heart for 15 minutes a few times 
each day, increasing exercise, and losing weight can all 
help increase blood flow.  
If these measures do not give the relief you need, then 

it is time to talk with your doctor and discuss seeing a 
specialist for more advanced treatment. There are sev-
eral different treatments available and they can help 
you find the one that is right for you. While varicose 
veins may be below the surface, do not let them get to 
the point where they really “get under your skin.” 
Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of 

physicians and currently practices as a hospitalist in 
Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook and Instagram 
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical 
Q&A show providing health information based on sci-
ence, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  
  

Getting under your skin 
with Varicose Veins
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By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim

�������������������<�H�D�U�V���$�J�R
(Continued from Page 1)
and educational com-
ponents of water safety 
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�� �R�Q�H���R�Q���R�Q�H�� �Á�R�D�W��
lessons, water safety mile-
stones and Josh the Otter 
water safety education.
Coaches are trained to 

teach children as young 
as six months old how to 
�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�� �W�R�� �D�� �E�D�F�N�� �Á�R�D�W�� �L�I��
they were in a water emer-
gency. Each one-on-one 
lesson is customized to a 
child’s ability in the water 
based on their stage of de-
velopment and readiness.
The coaches follow 

a Skilled Progression 
Guideline. The guideline 
ensures that each lesson is 
productive and taught in a 
gentle manner. 
Float 4 Life has also 

�L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �Z�D�W�H�U�� �V�D�I�H�W�\��
skills that are compatible 
with early childhood de-
velopment. These skills 
are outlined in our Water 
Safety Milestone Chart, a 
guide that will document 
�\�R�X�U���F�K�L�O�G�·�V���Á�R�D�W���S�U�R�J�U�H�V-
sion. 
If you would like to learn 

more about Float 4 Life; 
�J�R�� �W�R�� �K�W�W�S�V�������Z�Z�Z���Á�R�D�W-
4life.org/ 
Susan Johnson and her 

staff learned about this 
program from a college 
and was very intrigued 
about it.  They started 
looking into it and became 
very interested to say the 
least.   They all felt since 
Covid, there have been 
an increase of back yard 
pools that have gone up 
and that we do live in a 
�E�R�D�W�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �À�V�K�L�Q�J�� �F�R�P-
munity. 
Float 4 Life Coaches in 

Falls City are Falls City 
Public School Sixpence/
CCP Staff, Susan Johnson, 
Amber Ramer, Kelsey 
Prichard, Sandra McNeely 
and Susan Witt.  

Float 4 
Life a 

valuable 
lifesaving 
program

75 Years Ago, October 18, 1948 to October 24, 1973
Government experts made the forecast for the winter. There should be plenty of coal to 

meet demand, but there would be barely enough fuel oil if everything went right.
�$�E�R�X�W�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���D���À�U�H���À�J�K�W�L�Q�J���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���5�X�U�D�O��

Fire Department at the A.H. Constantine farm northeast of Falls City.
A 14-year-old inmate at a reform school in Kansas City, KS, strangled a matron in 

an attempt to lead a mass break of juvenile inmates. The boy said he got the idea from 
reading comic books.
“Abbot and Costello Meet Frankenstein” was playing at the Rivoli.
Kenneth Morehead killed a Canadian goose from a blind on the Missouri River. Ray 

Cochran was his hunting partner.
The Cheery Blue Birds met at the Presbyterian Church after school with their leaders, 

Mrs. John Eitel and Mrs. Dick Lovell. Diane Shipley, vice president, conducted the 
business session.
�5�L�F�K�D�U�G���%�D�N�H�U�����D���:�R�U�O�G���:�D�U���,�,���Y�H�W�H�U�D�Q���K�R�O�G�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H���R�I�À�F�H�U���S�R�V�L-

tion, resigned to become district manager of the Illinois Bankers Life Insurance Com-
pany.
Frank Falloon was voted president of the sophomore class at Falls City High School 

and Wayne Nanomantube was the freshman class president.
The Stella High School football team gave a surprise birthday party for Coach Cecil 

Davis. The team presented him with an electric razor.
A lump sum settlement of a claim for injuries under the Nebraska workers’s compensa-

tion laws was approved by District Judge Virgil Falloon in an action by Gerald R. Jones, 
17, against the Nebraska Ice and Locker Service. The agreed settlement was $1,776.
The Nebraska City Pioneers trampled Falls City 18-6 in gridiron action. Principal 

Ralph Andrews estimated the crowd near 3,200. Charles Hunley scored Falls City’s 
�R�Q�O�\���7�'���R�Q���D���W�K�U�H�H���\�D�U�G���U�X�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U��
Jug Brown’s Sacred Heart Irish defeated Bratton Union 28-14 in Little Ten action. Chi-

co Marx scored three times to lead the Irish, while Sterling Lampe and Vernon Sullwald 
each scored for the Bulldogs.
�$���E�H�Q�H�À�W���D�O�O���V�W�D�U���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���J�D�P�H���Z�D�V���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�H�G�V���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���P�H�G�L�F�D�O��

and hospital expenses incurred by Raymond Alsman of Salem High School. Alsman, 
14, was injured while attending a team dinner when the sharp base of a counter stool 
pierced his body to a depth of eight inches and punctured his bladder.
Forty FFA members of the Falls City High School chapter attended the American Roy-

al Livestock Show in Kansas City.
50 Years Ago, October 18, 1973 to October 24, 1973

�7�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�D�O���I�R�U���D���À�Y�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���U�H�J�L�R�Q�D�O���M�D�L�O���Z�D�V���F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�H�G���L�P�S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���R�I���W�K�H��
relatively small average prisoner volume.
The Citizens Committee for the New School met at the Junior High and arranged to 

distribute information pamphlets on the school proposal.
Plattsmouth won the Twin Rivers Conference cross country meet at the Falls City 

�&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E�����7�K�H���7�L�J�H�U�V���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���À�I�W�K���Z�L�W�K�����������S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���Z�H�U�H���O�H�G���E�\���V�H�Y�H�Q�W�K���S�O�D�F�H��
�À�Q�L�V�K�H�U���0�L�N�H���6�W�H�Z�D�U�W��
Jake Nanomantube was in Kansas City making plans for the next junior amateur box-

ing smoker in Falls City. The third smoker of the year would include kids from Kansas 
City, Falls City, Omaha, Council Bluffs and South Sioux City.
Max Rathman, Administrator of the Community Hospital, was chosen as a director of 

the Nebraska Hospital Association.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Dorste of Plattsmouth were the parents of a seven-pound, three-

ounce boy named Aaron Thomas.
�/�R�X�L�V���)�U�L�W�]�����G�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���R�I���W�K�H���7�U�L���6�W�D�W�H�V���0�D�U�D�W�K�R�Q�����D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�D�W���D���U�H�F�R�U�G���À�H�O�G���I�R�U���W�K�H��

�U�D�F�H���Z�D�V���H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�����7�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���\�H�D�U���K�D�G���������F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�D�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�������������P�L�O�H���U�D�F�H��
Pawnee City ended Sacred Heart’s 18-game winning streak by defeating the Irish 8-6. 

�7�K�H���,�U�L�V�K�·�V���O�R�Q�H���V�F�R�U�H���F�D�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���Z�K�H�Q���*�U�H�J���6�P�L�W�K���W�R�V�V�H�G���D���������\�D�U�G���7�'��
to Tim Hoy.
Miss Paula Mullins, 18, Falls City Riding Club Queen and Sidney Rodeo Queen, was 

set to compete as Miss Rodeo Iowa in the Miss Rodeo of America pageant in Las Vegas.
Four Falls City high 18-year-olds were registered to vote by County Clerk Lena Mae 

VonSeggern. The new voters included Tom Thomas, Ronda Reschke, Bing Bindrum 
and Bob Simpson.
�'�R�Q���6�D�L�O�R�U�V�����)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�E�D�F�N�����Z�D�V���Q�D�P�H�G���D�V���R�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���S�O�D�\�H�U�V���R�I��

the week by Conde Sargent of the Omaha World-Herald.
Mrs. Arthur Nelson, Stella, was named Secretary of the Dist. 1 Nebraska Federation of 

Women’s Club at the 70th annual convention at The Knolls in Lincoln.
A double-elimination air hockey tournament with prizes and trophies was scheduled 

for October 24 at Center Lanes.
�,�Q���W�K�H���R�Q�J�R�L�Q�J���À�J�K�W���I�R�U���D���Q�H�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�����7�H�G���<�R�H�V�H�O���V�S�R�N�H���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���W�K�H�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���E�R�Q�G��

�L�V�V�X�H�����V�D�\�L�Q�J���K�H���Z�D�Q�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�Q�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���W�R���W�H�O�O���W�K�H���W�U�X�W�K�����+�L�V���À�J�X�U�H�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G��
�W�K�H�������������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\���E�H���F�O�R�V�H�U���W�R���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���W�K�H���������\�H�D�U���Q�R�W�H���Z�D�V��
�U�H�S�D�L�G�����3�D�W�U�R�Q�V���R�I���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���������Z�R�X�O�G���Y�R�W�H���R�Q���W�K�H���L�V�V�X�H���R�Q���1�R�Y�H�P�E�H�U������

25 Years Ago, October 18, 1998 to October 24, 1998
�'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���������Y�R�W�H�U�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���D�V�N�H�G���D���W�Z�R���S�D�U�W���T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H�L�U���S�R�F�N�H�W�E�R�R�N�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H��

future of Falls City High School. The Board presented the public with options, one be-
�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���H�[�L�V�W�L�Q�J���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���I�R�U���������������������������Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V���W�R��
�E�X�L�O�G���D���Q�H�Z���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���O�R�W���D�U�H�D�V���R�I���W�K�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���J�U�R�X�Q�G�V���I�R�U���������������������������6�F�K�R�R�O��
patrons could also reject the bond issues altogether. The building had been a subject of 
�G�L�V�F�X�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���\�H�D�U�V���V�L�Q�F�H���D���E�R�Q�G���L�V�V�X�H���W�R���E�X�L�O�G���D���Q�H�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���I�D�L�O�H�G��
The Falls City High School Homecoming royalty were King Matt Jenkins and Queen 

Brynn O’Banion.
Ann Rathje won the Caribbean Cruise in the Falls City Chamber of Commerce “Great 

�(�V�F�D�S�H�µ���U�D�I�Á�H��
The City Council gave the Citizens’ Advisory Review Committee the green light to 

move ahead with its plans for the much-anticipated capital improvement project at 
�3�U�L�F�K�D�U�G���$�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P�����,�Q���0�D�\���R�I���������������F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���D���R�Q�H���S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���V�D�O�H��
tax with half the revenue going to the capital improvement at the auditorium, while the 
other half was earmarked for economic development.
�7�K�H���$�X�E�X�U�Q���%�X�O�O�G�R�J�V���H�V�F�D�S�H�G���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���Z�L�W�K���D���������������Z�L�Q���R�Q���W�K�H���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���À�H�O�G�����$�X�E�X�U�Q��

�Z�H�Q�W���X�S�������������D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���D�Q�G���K�H�O�G���R�Q���I�R�U���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�����-�R�K�Q���0�D�U�W�L�Q���O�H�G���)�&���Z�L�W�K����������
yards on 14 carries and Jeff Druba completed 8/18 passes for 82 yards.
The D-V football team turned the ball over nine times as they fell to Daniel Freeman 

�������������-�D�F�R�E���)�U�L�W�]���U�X�V�K�H�G���I�R�X�U���W�L�P�H�V���I�R�U���������\�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���.�U�L�V���*�O�D�W�K�D�U���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�G�������������S�D�V�V�H�V��
for 41 yards.
�%�R�E���,�Y�H�\���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���&�D�E�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���.�H�Y�L�Q���0�D�O�R�Q�H���Z�L�W�K���D���F�K�H�F�N���I�R�U�������������W�R��

be used for Summer Rec.
Brownell-Talbot pulled off the upset of the year, defeating top-ranked Sacred Heart 

�������������D�W���-�X�J���%�U�R�Z�Q���6�W�D�G�L�X�P�����,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���K�R�P�H���O�R�V�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���V�L�Q�F�H���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H��
�V�D�P�H���W�H�D�P�����������������L�Q���������������1�D�W�H���2�·�*�U�D�G�\���K�D�G�����������\�D�U�G�V���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���E�X�W���S�X�W���W�K�H���E�D�O�O���R�Q���W�K�H��
�W�X�U�I�� �W�K�U�H�H���W�L�P�H�V���� �Z�K�L�O�H���'�D�Q���6�L�P�R�Q���O�H�G���W�K�H���G�H�I�H�Q�V�H���Z�L�W�K�������� �W�D�F�N�O�H�V���� �À�Y�H���R�I�� �W�K�H�P���V�R�O�R��
�V�W�R�S�V�����%�U�L�D�Q���/�H�P�H�U�R�Q�G���Z�H�Q�W�������������S�D�V�V�L�Q�J���I�R�U���������\�D�U�G�V���D�Q�G���W�Z�R���S�L�F�N�V���Z�K�L�O�H���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���I�R�U��
128 yards on 18 carries.
Falter’s was having its 82nd Annual October Sale. Haggar Men’s suits and sports coats 

�Z�H�U�H�����������R�I�I��

When emergencies threaten and alarms sound, volunteer 
�À�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V���D�Q�G���P�H�G�L�F�D�O���W�H�D�P�V���V�W�D�Q�G���E�\�����U�H�D�G�\���D�Q�G���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J��
�W�R���S�U�R�W�H�F�W���F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���L�Q���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L-
�W�L�H�V�����,�Q���I�D�F�W�����Q�L�Q�H���R�I���H�Y�H�U�\���������À�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���V�H�U�Y�H��
as volunteers. But what happens if people stop volunteer-
�L�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�F�D�O���À�U�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V�"
Nebraska Public Media News explores the alarming sit-

uation in “Working Fires: Volunteer Fire Departments in 
�&�U�L�V�L�V���µ�� �S�U�H�P�L�H�U�L�Q�J�� �D�W�� ���� �S���P���� �&�7���� �7�K�X�U�V�G�D�\���� �2�F�W���� �������� �R�Q��
Nebraska Public Media.
�7�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �G�R�F�X�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\�� �U�H�Y�H�D�O�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �Á�D�P�H�V����

smoke and the risk of injury aren’t the only dangers facing 
�O�R�F�D�O���À�U�V�W���U�H�V�S�R�Q�G�H�U�V�����5�H�F�U�X�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���U�H�W�D�L�Q�L�Q�J���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V����
�D�J�L�Q�J���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����W�L�J�K�W���E�X�G�J�H�W�V���D�Q�G���W�K�H���V�K�R�F�N�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H��
in extreme weather create a crisis: fewer responders and 
increasing demand.
Across Nebraska, in communities like Bristow, Gering, 

�0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���� �0�H�U�U�L�P�D�Q�� �D�Q�G�� �0�X�O�O�H�Q���� �O�R�F�D�O�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�� �À�U�H�� �G�H-
partments face an uncertain future.
“Working Fires: Volunteer Fire Departments in Crisis” 

�À�O�P�H�G���L�Q���%�U�L�V�W�R�Z�����Z�K�H�U�H���R�Q�O�\���V�L�[���S�H�R�S�O�H���V�W�D�Q�G���E�\���W�R���D�Q-
�V�Z�H�U���À�U�H���F�D�O�O�V�����1�H�D�U�O�\���������Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V���D�U�H���R�Q���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�L�D�O���U�R�V-
�W�H�U�� �L�Q�� �0�D�G�L�V�R�Q���� �E�X�W�� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�Z�H�O�Y�H�� �W�R�� �À�I�W�H�H�Q�� �D�U�H�� �D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �D�Q�G��
most have other full-time jobs. In many departments, most 
�R�I���W�K�H���Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���À�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V���D�U�H���P�R�U�H���W�K�D�Q���������\�H�D�U�V���R�O�G��
“Working Fires: Volunteer Fire Departments in Crisis” re-

ports that the type of emergencies is changing, too. Nation-
ally, two-thirds of emergency dispatch calls were medical 
�F�D�O�O�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W�V���� �Q�R�W�� �À�U�H�� �F�D�O�O�V���� �.�H�H�S�L�Q�J�� �Y�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U�V�� �L�Q��
�U�X�U�D�O���D�U�H�D�V���X�S���W�R���G�D�W�H���R�Q���E�H�V�W���S�U�D�F�W�L�F�H�V���D�Q�G���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U��
emergency medical response can also be a challenge.
Nebraska experienced one of the worst outbreaks of wild-

�À�U�H�V���L�Q���������������7�K�H���&�D�U�W�H�U���&�D�Q�\�R�Q���À�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���U�X�J�J�H�G���:�L�O�G�F�D�W��
Hills near Gering was one of the largest in the state’s his-
�W�R�U�\�� �D�Q�G�������� �G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V���F�D�P�H���W�R���R�I�I�H�U���P�X�W�X�D�O���D�L�G���� �)�U�R�P��
2020 to 2022, the Gering City and Rural Departments re-
�V�S�R�Q�G�H�G���W�R�������P�D�M�R�U���Z�L�O�G�À�U�H�V���W�K�D�W���E�O�D�F�N�H�Q�H�G���W�H�Q�V���R�I���W�K�R�X-
�V�D�Q�G�V���R�I���D�F�U�H�V�����2�W�K�H�U���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���À�U�H�V���L�Q�������������U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G���V�L�P-
ilar coordinated responses.
Nebraska Public Media News conducted a survey of vol-

�X�Q�W�H�H�U���À�U�H���G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�V���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����5�H�V�X�O�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���U�H-
leased after the Oct. 26 broadcast premiere of “Working 
Fires: Volunteer Fire Departments in Crisis” and will be 
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���D�W���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�3�X�E�O�L�F�0�H�G�L�D���R�U�J���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�À�U�H�V��
“Working Fires: Volunteer Fire Departments in Crisis” 

repeats at 7 p.m. CT, Saturday, Oct. 28 and at 8 p.m. CT, 
Tuesday, Oct. 31 on Nebraska Public Media’s WORLD 
television channel

NE Public Media News documents 
Vol. Fire Departments in crisis

The Falls City Volunteer Fire Dept.
THANKS

Donation of the meat by both
Clint Sailors, Dollar Fresh  

Crome's Smoke BBQ, Matt & Danelle Cromer 
All who came out to SUPPORT our BBQ


