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Hiring freeze
put on ice

The regular meeting of the Rich-
ardson County Board of Com-
missioners was called to order
by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00
a.m. on Wednesday, September
27,2023. Board members Karas,
Sickel and Caverzagie answered
the call.

Highway Superintendent Steve
Darveau, Jr., updated the Board
on routine road and bridge main-
tenance. Darveau reported on
pricing received for a snowplow
and sander for the new pickup
for the county. The price estimate
from Nebraska Snow Equipment
was $17,728.27, which was close
to $4,000 less than other esti-
mates. The price did not include
additional costs for lights on the
rear of the sand spreader, which
will be an additional $270.00.
Commissioner Sickel expressed
concern about the pickups being
utilized for snow remover.

(Continued on Page 13)
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2”23 IRISH ROYALTY, L-R: Jack Stice, son of Julie and Donnie Stice; Saylor Hutfles, daughter of Julie Deckinger; King
Joe Simon, son of Angela and Steve Simon; Queen Makinley Scholl, daughter of Janelle and Chad Scholl; James Froeschl, son of Kate
and David Keithley and Eric Froeschl; Alexis Brewer, daughter of Becky Brewer and the late Mark Brewer. (Photo by Brian McKim)
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Close to Home Kennels celebrates one year anniversary

Husband and wife team Joe and Jenny Dixon were look- v
ing for a way to couple their love of animals with service »
to their community; that’s when “Close to Home Ken-
nels” was born.

Close to Home, Kennels is nestled in a beautiful little
part of Falls City behind the Dixon’s home, surrounded
by beautiful greenery and spacious outdoor play areas.
The facility boasts a variety of amenities to ensure that
your best friend has a fun and relaxing stay, whether for
a day or extended vacation.

Each animal has a cozy and clean kennel with com-
fortable bedding and toys. The 1800-square-foot kennel
space is designed to provide a safe and secure environ-
ment for the dogs while allowing them to feel at home.
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ThlS week and every week,
newspapers are for you

By Dean Ridings is the CEO of America’s Newspapers

Americans have more media options than ever. We are inundated
with stories, memes, videos and promotions 24 hours a day. Most of
us are on social media, which is built to provide an endless feed of
content to keep us glued to our screens. And unfortunately, misin-
formation is prevalent and much of that content isn’t fact-checked,
verified or professionally produced. The result is that we’re not al-
ways shown what we need to know, or the information that is most
likely to impact our lives. That’s where local newspapers come in.
Your local newspaper takes a different approach.

National Newspaper Week is a good opportunity to recognize the
commitment that local newspapers make to the communities they
serve. Your local newspaper is just that — local. It hires reporters
who are trained to provide reliable information about the issues that
matter most. Whether it’s the latest happening from the local school
board, changes in real estate zoning, high school football scores or
a review of that new restaurant you’ve been wanting to try, newspa-
pers deliver what’s important to you.

Your local newspaper is far more than just print. In the ever-chang-
ing media landscape, local newspapers have evolved to true multi-
channel content providers. From websites to apps, emails, newslet-
ters, video and podcasts, local newspapers are delivering news in
innovative ways. As a reader, you get to choose when and where
to get the news you need, and no matter the method, can always be
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“Our company core value is to provide an environment
that feels as “Close to Home” for the pets as we can make
it,” stated the Dixons.

They say the time and personal attention they can de-
vote to all their clients, as well as the outdoor play area,

makes them different from other kennels.
(Please turn to Page 18)

The very first delivery truck used by Falls City Auto Supply.

FC Auto Supply surpasses century mark

Story by Brian McKim

Falls City Auto Supply quietly passed an impres-
sive milestone this year by keeping its doors open
for 100 years; and counting.

The automotive business was founded by Nor-
man J. Heinzelman in 1923. Since its opening, it
has always remained a family business. Norman’s
son Don owned and operated the store for many
years until his death in 2004. Since then, Denny
and his sister Judy (Dixon) have owned the store,
which is staffed by himself, his son Bryan and

Bruce Stevicks. Brian, the store manager and
Bruce, the sales manager, have both been at Auto
Supply for over 30 years, while Denny began in
1972.

In his 51 years with the business, Denny has
seen many changes.

“Everybody and their dog is selling parts now;
back in the forties, we had an ad in the paper that
we were the only one in town that carried anti-
freeze,” said Denny. “The grocery stores were just
starting to carry it. Nobody sold anything like that

(Please turn to Page 3)
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GOVERNOR
HIRES
CONSULTANT
TO SavE STATE
MoNEY

Capitol View
Nebraska Press
Association
By: J.J. Schmidt
Governor Jim Pillen had
an epiphany that paying a|
consultant $10 million over
the next four years would
save the state money.
Pillen has signed the $2.5
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provement throughout state
government.” | like that. |
understand that. But then it
all got messy with explara
tions that they were utiliz
ing Lean Six Sigma meth
odologies, and some had
green belts and others had
black belts. With apologies
to the handful of you who
understand this jargon, | am
confused. Is this a diet plan
or a martial arts demonstra
tion?

So, let’s hire a consultant
at $2.5 million a year with
the promise they can earn
$10 million if they’re good



