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The Falls City Journal earned 
an (all class) award at the annual 
Nebraska Press Association Bet-
ter Newspaper Contest. 
Nikki McKim earned second 

place in the Special/Leadership 
award Freedom of Information 
for coverage of the Richardson 
County Commissioners and the 
Beatrice 911 call center. 
Entries were judged from news-

papers all over Nebraska. 

Journal earns 
Leadership/
Freedom of 
Information 

award

Community Medical Center and community 
members joined together to officially open the 
completed CMC Nature Trail loop on Monday, 
July 31, 2023. Ryan Larsen, CEO spoke to the 
group, expressing pride in the almost one-mile 
trail. The project was initially started, during the 
pandemic, to give CMC staff and the general pub-
lic a place to walk for both physical and mental 
health.  “The loop is completed and it’s a commu-
nity trail for all to enjoy,” Larsen noted.
He thanked those who had donated funds specifi-

cally to the trail; the John Huber Family, Jim and 
Jean Noll Family, The Richardson Foundation-

Fiedler Family, CMC Wellness Committee events, 
CMC Foundation, Cobblestone Fun Run, Earth 
Day Walk-Run, and the Falls City Rotary Club.
There are future plans to expand the trail, eventu-

ally connecting to Stanton Lake and Arboretum, 
and even possibly continue with a city-wide trail 
project. The trail will also be pet friendly with 
owners assisting to keep the area clean. The Jim 
and Jean Noll Family specifically donated a bench 
and rest area. CMC hopes to add more resting 
places on the trail with future donation bequests.
Come out to the CMC campus and check out 

the trail.

Community Medical Center Nature Trail loop complete

On Saturday, August 8, at ap-
proximately 7:00 a.m., the Rich-
ardson County Sheriff’s Office 
along with the Humboldt Fire 
Department and Dawson Fire 
Department, responded to a 
house fire at 63473 703 Trail in 
DuBois, NE. 
Upon arrival, the house was a 

total loss. After further, investi-
gation the remains of Daniel L. 
Kaster  were located inside the 
residence.
It was later determined that the 

fire occurred sometime during 
the night and Kaster, 39,  per-
ished as a result of the fire. 

Fire fatality 
reported in 

DuBois

Thankful for a break in the tri-
ple digits, the Cobblestone Pa-
rade missed the rain and went 
off beautifully. 
The Saturday morning parade 

drew a pretty good size crowd 
with spectators being treated to 
the annual parade led by Gail 
and Marty Froeschl that includ-

Cobblestone Festival-Game Night August 24-27Cobblestone Festival-Game Night August 24-27
ed floats, bands and business en-
tries.
The theme this year was, 

“Game Night,” and every-
one was ready to get into nicer 
weather and enjoy the weekend. 
The exciting weekend started 

on Thursday night with the Falls 
City Volunteer Firemen’s Fish-
ing Contest. 
Craft and Food vendors, rides 

and games started Friday eve-
ning and lasted through Sunday 
evening. The Partners in Educa-
tion Little Mr. and Miss Cobble-
stone contest was held Friday 
night on the Courthouse lawn.
Stetson Witt was named Little 

Mr. Cobblestone and Little Miss 
Cobblestone was Baylor Witt. 
Runner-ups were Daxton Eick-

hoff and Alydia Clark; third 
place winners were Barrett 
Boles and Layke Peck.
Humane Society of Richardson 

Fatality 
accident south 
of Humboldt

On August 25, 2023 at ap-
proximately 2:45 pm the Rich-
ardson County Sheriff’s Office 
along with responders from 
the Humboldt Fire Depart-
ment and Humboldt EMS were 
dispatched to a single vehicle 
rollover on Highway 8, west of 
the Highway 105 intersection. 
The driver and only occupant 
of the vehicle, Joel Schutte, 
60 of Holstein, NE was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. In a 
preliminary investigation it ap-
pears Schutte was westbound 
on Highway 8 when his vehicle 
entered the northside of the 
ditch, rolled across Highway 8 
and was found in the southside 
ditch. Schutte was not wearing 
a seatbelt. 
The accident is under investi-

gation by the Richardson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. 

County Pet Contest: Stark Col-
lier was voted third, voted sec-
ond was Chester McKim and 
Cooper Holt took first. Nearly 
$2,500 was raised for the Hu-
mane Society during the con-
test. 
The DOES held their Super-

market Sweep on Friday night 
at Dollar Fresh. Three finalists 
were chose, Bobby Lock, Jessa 
Beckner and Doug Butrick. 
They played a game of Price is 
Right to determine the winner. 
Doug Butrick won a four min-
ute shopping spree.
A wrestling dual began at 

6:30 p.m. followed by live mu-
sic by “Rural Medicine.”
Early Saturday morning CMC 

held their annual Fun Run.
The car show displayed beau-

tiful vehicles throughout the 
morning into the afternoon. 
The frog jumping contest 

started at 9:00 a.m. Winners of 
the frog jumping contest were: 
first place: Brynnlee, 12’7” sec-
ond place Arie Montgomery – 
8’1” and third place Elijah Gode-
mann – 9’4.”

Dodgeball winners were: third 
and fifth  grade – Winners: The 
Irish, Wyatt Keithley, Carter 
Kopf, Deacon Courtney, Chase 
Kirkendall, Reed Reschke, Ben 
Geisendorf. Sixth through eighth 
grade winners, The Blue Bandits, 
Owen Santo, Noah Howard, Cash 
Witt, Treyden Witt, Elin Vonder-
schmidt, Aiden Scheitel, Reed 
Kirkendall and Kacen Davis.

There were only two teams in 
freshman to adult category – Win-
ner: The Black Destroyers, Emer-
syn Courtney, Elijah Canonico, 
Kaedyn Courtney, Wyatt Kreifels 
and Toby Baxter.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FOOTBALL 

DOWN
1.  “____ Now or Never”
2. “Shoot!”
3. Arabian bigwig
4. Fund-raising letter
5. Torah teacher
6. Homer’s famous poem
7. Feel for
8. Larger-than-life
9. A Supreme singer
10. Emerald ____ borer
12. Poet’s death lament
13. Fungal skin infection
14. *Home of the Citrus Bowl in 
Florida
19. Not odds
22. Lily, in French
23. Unfortunately, exclamation
24. *a.k.a. Iron Mike
25. Charcuterie stores
26. Nibble away
27. Have faith
28. Ranee’s wrap
31. Lummox
32. Calendar abbr.
34. Russian autocrat
36. *Home to College Football Hall 
of Fame
38. Secret supply
40. *Extra point
41. Van Gogh flowers
44. Partners of pains
46. Spirited
48. Puzzle with pictures and letters
49. Take as one’s own
50. Think, archaic
51. Grand theft target
52. *The oldest college football 
Bowl
53. Actress Perlman
54. Millimeter of mercury
55. Took the bait
58. *Defensive one

ACROSS
1.Brainchild
5. Gravestone wish
8. Paleozoic one
11. Pressing tool
12. Senegal’s neighbor
13. Literary theme
15. Scissors sound
16. Final notice
17. *Notre Dame’s Fighting ____
18. *Home of the first Super Bowl win-
ners
20. National League Pennant series, acr.
21. Steer clear
22. “Glee” actress ____ Michele
23. Befuddled
26. *One of 4 NFL teams sharing a 
home field
29. Fish story
30. Stockings
33. “Doggone it!”
35. Rand McNally book
37. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”
38. Whiskey drinks?
39. Comedy act
40. Be more of a fox
42. Dead or Black, e.g.
43. Obliquely
45. Roof supporter
47. High or low card
48. Employer’s good news
50. Hyperbolic tangent
52. *College player not using eligibility
55. Beastly person
56. Double-reed instrument
57. *Nike Pegasus 39
59. Smidgeons
60. Paddleboarding acronym, pl.
61. Seaside bird
62. *Thirty-____ teams in NFL
63. *Ravens’ or Lions’ time, acr.
64. *Rushing unit

Both sides 
adamant they 

are right in 
private school 

scholarship 
debate
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
We should know soon 

if a group called Support 
Our Schools Nebraska was 
successful in gathering 
enough petition signatures 
to allow voters to decide 
the fate of the Opportunity 
Scholarship Act passed by 
the Legislature in its tu-
multuous session.
The tax credit law 

(LB753) gives tax credits 
for individuals and enti-
ties making donations to 
scholarship funds intend-
ed to help students attend 
private and faith-based 
schools. Under the bill, 
$25 million will be avail-
able for credits in 2024, 
with the same amount 
available for the next two 
years.  
While the tax break is 

capped at $25 million a 
year for three years, it 
could rise by the tenth year 
to $100 million, or about 
10% of what the state 
spends today on state aid 
to public schools. Petition 
circulators say that pub-
lic money should be re-
served for public schools. 
They need signatures from 
5% of registered voters, 
roughly 60,000 valid sig-
natures, by the close of 
business Aug. 30. They 
said they expect to reach 
their goal. 
Keep Kids First is a 

group urging Nebraskans 
not to sign the petition and 
is pushing people to re-
move their names if they 
have already signed. The 
group argues some people 
are being misled by peti-
tion circulators. Of course, 
the pro petition people 
deny it.
RED FLAG: If some-

one organizes a group to 
actively oppose petition 
circulators and even goes 
so far as to ask people to 
have their signatures re-
moved, ask yourself what 
they are trying to hide or 
otherwise not telling you.
We do know that the bill’s 

introducer, State Sen. Lou 
Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, 
tried to pass similar mea-
sures for about five years, 
putting her at odds with 
public school educators 
and other opponents. The 
state teachers’ union, the 
Nebraska State Education 
Association, has remained 
opposed to her proposals 
from the start, and is the 
primary group driving the 
Support Our Schools peti-
tion.
A union spokeswoman 

said the premise pushed 
by tax credit supporters is 
wrong. She said taking $25 
million a year or more out 
of state coffers is bad for 
communities of color and 
largely helps the wealthy. 
The spokeswoman said it 
risks future funding that 
could be spent on public 
schools, which 90% of 
Nebraska students attend.
Supporters of the tax 

credit say it will give chil-
dren a choice by allow-
ing them to attend private 
schools on private donor 
scholarships. They say 
that students in pover-
ty are disproportionately 
affected by achievement 
gaps across the state and 

accuse the teachers’ union 
of fighting against stu-
dents who need another 
school option that is the 
best fit for them.
Opponents note that 

similar programs in oth-
er states have shown the 
Opportunity Scholarships 
Act is a first step toward 
diverting funds from pub-
lic schools and sending 
them to private and paro-
chial schools, which don’t 
have to accept every stu-
dent. Public schools must 
accept all students. Some 
argue the law creates a par-
tially funded second school 
system and continues to 
create haves and have-nots. 
Others said communities of 
color are the most likely to 
be hurt if state revenue is 
lost to the tax credit.
RED FLAG: The tax cred-

its are a direct offset of what 
a taxpayer owes the state of 
up to 50% of their tax lia-
bility. So, anyone claiming 
the LB753 tax credit can 
cut in half the amount they 
owe the state before sub-
tracting what they’ve paid 
throughout the year in with-
holdings. That’s money that 
otherwise would flow into 
the state’s bank account to 
spend on other things.
In a survey conducted by a 

statewide think tank, likely 
voters were asked to prior-
itize several proposals for 
spending state tax dollars 
on K-12 education. Partici-
pants ranked expanding ca-
reer training and vocational 
education programs and re-
ducing the teacher shortage 
as their highest priorities. 
Conversely, providing tax 
credits for donations to help 
parents pay for students 
to attend private schools 

ranked lowest.
RED FLAG: The very 

high caps on the maximum 
amount of credit that can be 
claimed per taxpayer and 
provisions in LB753 that 
unused credits can be car-
ried forward for five years 
are indicative of a pro-
gram benefitting high-in-
come families, which has 
been borne out in other 
states. In Arizona, Loui-
siana and Virginia, states 
with taxpayer-funded pri-
vate school scholarships 
where data from tax agen-
cies is available, more than 

60 percent of all voucher 
tax credits are flowing to 
families with annual in-
comes over $200,000. Ne-
braska’s median household 
income is $66,644 and 80 
percent of all households 
have incomes of less than 
$138,000. 
Support Our Schools v. 

Keep Kids First. Do your 
homework people. I think 
this is something voters 
should decide. 
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	
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Back to School, 
Back to School, 

Here We Go Back 
to School.

By Nikki Eining CSW-PIP, QMHP
Here it is, August. Summer has flown by and already there is 

Halloween candy roaming the shelves of Walmart. For most of 
us, August also brings the normal adjustment of transitioning 
back to the school year. It is normal for this to look differently 
for everyone, especially depending upon the age of your child. 
You may find yourself stressing to find the school supplies list, 
supporting your youth through two a day practices for athletic 
season or looking forward to getting back to the routine of the 
school year.
Adjustment is a term utilized often in the behavioral health 

world. Adjustment is “the process of adapting or becoming 
used to a new situation or stressor.” It is a change in our life. 
This possibly could be a change in the way we are doing some-
thing, our relationships, our employment, our family, our envi-
ronment or possibly our routine. It is normal that with change 
comes stress. Stress can be positive stress, or it can be very un-
comfortable. When adjustment, or change, is out of our control 
and creates this uncomfortable stress, it is important for us to 
explore and focus on “what is within my control.”
This is where we can explore what is within our control as we 

adjust back to the school year. Here are some tips on things to 
think through that can be within your control:
· Sit with your family and work together to develop a daily, 

predictable family routine. Explore bedtime routines and time-
frames. Consistent rest helps us manage stress. Children being 
a part of creation of the routine also engages them more in the 
routine and they will be more likely to follow through.
· Communicate or reach out to parents or school staff within 

similar schools or classes. Gathering more factual information 
can aid in our management of stress and anxiety.
· Attend open houses, visit the school area and aid in walking 

through with your child what to expect as the new school year 
begins. Pre-teaching and familiarizing ourselves with environ-
ments sets us up for transition success.
· Identify a separation tradition with your child – maybe this 

is a hug, a kiss and a special line between you and them, maybe 
it is a special high five you created together or a special short 
song. Consistent, brief and positive separation traditions can 
be a great way to make this predictable and successful for your 
child.
· Schedule small fun activities with your child during this 

transition. This gives children something to look forward to, 
allows them to know ‘summer fun is not 100% over,’ and also 
builds attachment time in your schedule with caregivers during 
a transition of the school day away from caregiver. 
As always, everyone’s experience is different. Normalizing 

the stress around change is important. Our nervous system 
likes predictability. Therefore, when we change things, our 
body can be on alert. By focusing on healthy things within our 
control, we can manage through this normal stress associated 
with adjustment. 
With any adjustment in our lives, if stress symptoms continue 

after a month of change communicate with your primary care 
provider or local behavioral health care provider to explore 
how to support you or family members through this.
Nikki Eining CSW-PIP, QMHP Outpatient Clinical Mental 

Health Therapist Avera Medical Group Behavioral Health 
Brookings Clinic in Brookings, SD. Follow The Prairie Doc® 
at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook featuring On Call 
with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show based on science, 
built on trust for 21 seasons, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  
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