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Froeschl’s named Grand Marshals 
of 2023 Cobblestone parade

Marty and Gail Froeschl will lead this year’s 
Cobblestone Parade as the grand marshals. 

A panel of 11 anonymous judges chose the two 
from nominated community leaders for their ser-
vice and dedication to the area. 

“It’s an honor,” said Gail. “I thought there were 
so many others more deserving.”

But when you read the nomination letter, it’s 
clear that the Froeschls are more than deserving 
of this tribute. 

“I nominate Gail and Marty Froeschl. They are a 
wonderful couple who have done so much for the 
Hiawatha and Falls City communities.” 

Rene Kopf added, “Every great fundraiser starts 
with a spark. For the Sacred Heart Booster Club 
Auction, this spark began as the brainchild of 
Marty and Gail Froeschl, who love nothing more 
than a Casino Night. Their idea became a reality, 
eventually morphing through the decades to be-
come the Irish Booster Club Fun(D) auction night 
we all know today.” 

The Froeschls are members of St. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church, Gail Altar Society and Marty 
Knights of Columbus. 

Gail is a 1976 Falls City High graduate and 
Marty is a 1973 Sacred Heart graduate. They were 
married on May 31, 1980, at Peter and Paul Catho-
lic Church. 

Marty started working at Wilde Tool Company 
in Hiawatha, a family-owned business, on Decem-
ber 4, 1978. He became President in January 2002 
and served until June 2013. He retired on March 
31, 2015. 

In his spare time, he coached Junior Midgets and 

served on the Falls City Area Recreation Board 
mid-1980s and the 1990s. He served on the Plan-
ning and Zoning Commission for 29 years serv-
ing as Chairman for several of those years. Marty 
was on the Richardson Foundation Board in the 
mid-1980s and was instrumental in the building 
of Falter Park, dedicated in May of 1988. During 
that time, he served as Chairman of the Falter Park 
board for many years. Marty worked in the Press 
Box at Falls City Public Schools and Sacred Heart 
for many years. He’s a proud member of the Elks 
Lodge and Falls City Golf Course. 

Gail began teaching in Sabetha, Kansas, in De-
cember 1979. She was Director of the Lydia Bru-
un Library 1983-1988 where she became involved 
with the Chamber of Commerce under the guid-
ance of Francis Seid ·serving with him as co-chair 
of Community Promotions. This involved Cobble-
stone, beginning the Hot Air Balloon Festival and 
Farmers Merchant Banquet. 

Gail began teaching at Falls City Public Schools 
in January 1989 and Gail taught second grade for 
many years until becoming Elementary Librarian 
and retiring in 2018. She received the Jaycee Out-
standing Teacher Award in 1999 and 2018 and is 
a Lifetime member of the VFW Ladies Auxiliary. 
Gail also serves as a Falter Museum Docent. 

The couple have two children, Lucas Froeschl 
and Andrea Wamsley and two grandchildren, 
Gavin and Millie Wamsley. 

All Grand Marshal nominations received this 
year will be in the running for five years.  

The Cobblestone parade will be held on August 
26, 2023 at 11:00 a.m. in Falls City.

The Humboldt City Council meeting opened their August 7, 2023, 
meeting a little differently than usual. 

Mayor Ron Rathbone addressed the Board and the three attendees 
about the recent Council meeting streamed on Facebook. He ex-
pressed disappointment in the derogatory comments made about the 
Council in the comments section of the video. He said they won’t 
tolerate name-calling or disrespect. 

“People can come in and record our open sessions,” said Rath-
bone.  

He said they welcome more attendees with questions, but right 
now the problem is only from a handful of people and they won’t be 
streaming their meetings on Facebook until they can find a solution. 

“I just don’t know what else to do. We don’t have to tolerate that. 
And we’re not going to,” said Rathbone. 

While the proximity of local officials to community members is 
important for public service, this same proximity often exposes lo-
cal officials to incidences of incivility. 

Sheriff’s Deputy Roland Merwin gave the Sheriff’s report for July. 
There were 81 calls for a total of 170 hours. Traffic Stops, 21; In-
formation Only, seven; Parking Complaint, two; Disturbances, six; 

Due to harassment, the Humboldt 
City Council suspends streaming 

meetings on Facebook

REMINDERSREMINDERS    SEE ADS INSIDE!SEE ADS INSIDE!
• Brownville Concert Series, Aug. 18 & 19, 7:30; Aug. 20, 2pm• Brownville Concert Series, Aug. 18 & 19, 7:30; Aug. 20, 2pm
• RC Historical Society Annual Meeting, Aug. 19• RC Historical Society Annual Meeting, Aug. 19
• Barnes Realty Acreage sale, Bid online through Aug. 23• Barnes Realty Acreage sale, Bid online through Aug. 23
• FC Vol. Fire Dept. Annual Fishing Contest, Aug. 24• FC Vol. Fire Dept. Annual Fishing Contest, Aug. 24
• Poppe Realty selling 160 acres, August 24 at 10:30 am• Poppe Realty selling 160 acres, August 24 at 10:30 am
• Cobblestone Days Art Workstop, August 25th • Cobblestone Days Art Workstop, August 25th 
• Taco Feed at Christ Lutheran, Aug. 27.• Taco Feed at Christ Lutheran, Aug. 27.
• Farmland Auction, Tuesday, Aug. 29 at 10:00 am.• Farmland Auction, Tuesday, Aug. 29 at 10:00 am.
• I Eat Cupcakes in the Dark 5K for Laura Goff, Sept. 9• I Eat Cupcakes in the Dark 5K for Laura Goff, Sept. 9

Midwest Housing Initiatives and 
Excel Development Group are 
hosting a groundbreaking event 
for the Wilderness Falls III af-
fordable housing development 
at 10:30 AM on Friday, August 
18th, 2023 at W. 31st and Victory 
Way, Falls City, Nebraska 68355 
(South of the Community Medi-
cal Center). The groundbreaking 
will celebrate the beginning of 
the construction of the Wilder-
ness Falls III affordable senior 

Wilderness Falls 
III Groundbreaking 

August 18

The Falls City Council opened its meeting on August 7, 2023, by 
cleaning up some old business on the agenda. Under old business, 
the Council voted 6-0, with Councilpersons Wisdom and Ractliffe 
absent, in favor of a Vehicle Hobbyist Permit for a 1945 Dodge 
Military Power Wagon at 2008 Lane Street for David W. Davis. 
Davis has 180 days to bring it up to code or get the vehicle in run-
ning order so it can be licensed. There is no renewal option for the 
hobbyist permit.
At 6:08 pm, the Council went into executive session to discuss 

grievance No. 2023-01 to the Labor Agreement between the City of 
Falls City and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 1536.
When the meeting resumed, the Council moved on to the regular 

business portion of the agenda.
Mary Brown, Community Development Specialist from SENDD, 

spoke to the Council about the application to the Nebraska Depart-
ment of Economic Development for a CDBG Grant requesting 
$435,000 for the 2023 Downtown Revitalization Grant.
According to Brown, $235,000 of the grant will include Public 

Facilities and Improvement, which is the sidewalks, $165,000 for 
commercial building rehabilitation, $10,000 for construction man-
agement and $25,000 for general administration. The CDBG funds 
will be matched with $100,000 from the City or property owners for 
a total project cost of $535,000.
“The application is due September 1 and awards will probably be 

announced at the end of October,” stated Brown. The Council voted 

Council authorizes creation of the 
Southeast Nebraska Land Bank

The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commis-
sioners was called to order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, August 9, 2023. Sickel and Caverzagie answered 
the roll call. Commissioner Karas was absent.  
Deb Lewis of Humboldt Shares, Inc. presented a report from the 

organization’s Annual Meeting held last week to the Board. Part 
of the report included the program they are implementing with re-
gards to offering financial assistance with the demolition of un-
inhabitable houses and to recommend and offer assistance to the 
City of Humboldt to participate in the Land Bank program that FC 
EDGE is assisting with the organization of the City of Falls City 
and the Village of Verdon.  
Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the Board on 

the routine maintenance of County roads and bridges over the past 

Commissioner’s continue to discuss 
budgets; HTRS to lose school resource 

officer due to Sheriff’s Dept. short staffing
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FINISH THE LYRICS 

DOWN
1. Undergarment
2. Catalog
3. Fungal spore sacs
4. “____ at the bit”
5. Soldier’s knapsack
6. Pinocchio, e.g.
7. Be unwell
8. Pancho’s last name
9. Like certain print
10. *”Here’s a story of a lovely 
____”
11. Assortment
12. Genesis twin
15. Fast and lively, in music
20. Giving a once-over
22. Spermatozoa counterparts
24. Reassert
25. *”Believe it or not, I’m walking 
____ ____”
26. Sailor’s cry: “____ firma!”
27. Like an implied agreement
29. *”You’re here, there’s nothing I 
fear, and I know that my heart will 
____ ____”
31. Possible allergy symptom
32. Black and white treats
33. Leather razor sharpener
34. *”Will the real Slim ____ 
please stand up”
36. Well-mannered Emily
38. Adult elvers
42. Live it up
45. Mooring rope
49. Though, shortened
51. Another name for papaw
54. Below, prefix
56. Be a slowpoke
57. Jellies’ seeded cousins
58. A-bomb particle
59. Sheltered nook
60. Was aware of
61. Gives a hand
62. Lotus position discipline
63. Censor’s target
66. *”I’m friends with the monster 
that’s under my ____”
68. Salon offering

ACROSS
1.*”Back in ____ I hit the sack”
6. Lavatory, abbr.
9. Arctic floater
13. Revered Hindu
14. Three, to Caesar
15. Poison ampules, e.g.
16. Neckwear option
17. *”Sometimes it’s hard to be a wom-
an, giving ____ your love to just one 
man”
18. Most populous country
19. *”It’s going down, I’m yelling 
____”
21. *”Sugarpie honeybunch, you know 
that I ____ ____”
23. Act on IOU
24. Spanish sparkling wine
25. Mel ____, Giant Hall-of-Famer
28. Garbage in, garbage out, acr.
30. *”If everybody had an ocean ____ 
the U.S.A., then everybody’d be surf-
ing”
35. Less than average tide
37. All’s opposite
39. ____, Wind & Fire
40. Gas station brand
41. Bottom-ranking employee
43. *”The future’s not ours to see, que 
____”
44. ____ Coffee, whisky drink
46. African river
47. Part of a sweatshirt, sometimes
48. ____-____-tat, drum roll sound
50. Please get back to me, acr.
52. 007, for one
53. Impulse
55. Consume food
57. *”I’m going to ____, I’m gonna 
mess around”
61. *”And I will ____ love you”
64. Do penance
65. Melvin Purvis’ org.
67. High school balls
69. Goes with shaker
70. Cardinal, color
71. Lock horns
72. Eurasian duck
73. Pop-ups, e.g.
74. Earp of the Wild West

First the 
State Patrol, 

Now Some 
Ne National 

Guard 
Members 

Have Gone 
to Texas

Capitol View
Nebraska Press 

Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

In May, 10 Nebraska State 
Patrol troopers went to Tex-
as for two weeks to help 
with drone surveillance of 
the border with Mexico. 
Recently, 60 Nebraska Na-
tional Guard members went 
to Texas for a month for a 
similar assignment.
Is this a Nebraska prob-

lem? Or is this part of the 
national Republican Party 
agenda to allow Republi-
can governors to take shots 
at the policies of President 
Joe Biden and blame Texas 
border woes on his admin-
istration.
What’s in it for Nebras-

ka? Certainly not money. 
The trooper deployment 
was the third for Nebraska 
and has already cost an es-
timated $600,000 or more 
from the patrol budget. 
The Guard will apparent-
ly get some federal funds 
funneled through the Texas 
Emergency Management 
agency. But it’s doubtful 
that money will cover a lot 
of incidental costs. 
Again, I ask, what’s in it 

for Nebraska? Governor 
Jim Pillen said the Guard 
would be aiding Texas au-
thorities in their efforts to 
counter immigration and 
drug trafficking there. They 
are being sent to the bor-
der to provide “additional 
observation and reporting 
near the border” to assist 
Texas law enforcement in-
volved in “Operation Lone 
Star,” Pillen’s office said.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 

launched the operation in 
March 2021 to deploy re-
sources from the Texas 
Department of Public Safe-
ty and the Texas National 
Guard to the border to se-
cure the area. The operation 
has been ongoing since.
“This mission is critical to 

the security of Nebraska as 
well as other states,” Pillen 
said in a news release. 
“We need to maintain the 

safety of our citizenry and 
stem the ongoing influx of 
illegal drugs, weapons and 
criminals into our borders.”
For Release Wednesday, 

August 16, 2023 – Page 2

Is that Nebraska’s job? 
Last time I checked, we are 
responsible for enforcing 
laws within the borders of 
this state. Is there evidence 
that the drug problem in 
Nebraska has increased or 
violent crime has spiked 
because of an influx of peo-
ple coming across the bor-
der from Mexico illegally?
Pillen’s team noted Ne-

braska’s participation in 
the operation comes at the 
request of emergency man-
agement officials in Texas. 
Federal funds “directed 
through the Nebraska Na-
tional Guard would cover 
costs associated with this 
deployment,” the gover-
nor’s office said.
Where does that federal 

money come from? Wait 
for it … you and me? So, 
who’s paying for this? 
Where does the State Patrol 

budget come from? All to-
gether now, you and me!
In announcing the Guard 

deployment, Pillen’s team 
pointed to President Joe 
Biden’s “ineffective” bor-
der policies as the impetus 
for Nebraska’s presence at 
the border. The Governor 
said failing to address the 
situation at the border “only 
opens the door to threats 
that we can’t fully recog-
nize yet.”
Help me out here Gover-

nor. What threats? Drugs, 
weapons and criminals 
have been identified as 
threats. What am I miss-
ing? Using statistics from 
Governor Abbott’s office, 
Pillen’s team said authori-
ties working on Operation 
Lone Star have apprehend-
ed nearly 400,000 illegal 
immigrants, made 31,800 
criminal arrests resulting in 
29,300 felony charges, and 
seized 422 million doses of 
fentanyl. 
Were those immigrants 

headed to Nebraska? How 
about the drugs? Can we 
prove it? Is there a solution 
that would specifically ben-
efit the safety and well be-
ing of Nebraskans? Perhaps 
our money would be better 
spent on that.
“Our nation has a serious 

and unchecked threat on 
its hands following Pres-
ident Biden’s decision to 
end Title 42,” said Gov-
ernor Pillen. “Nebraska is 
committed to using every 
tool in its toolbox to help 
stop the influx of illegal im-
migration at our southern 
border. Illegal immigration 
hurts our nation’s security, 
undermines the rule of law, 
and threatens the wellbeing 
of our state.”

Nice boilerplate language 
that makes good sound 
bites. But I want details. 
Asking again, how is this 
Nebraska’s problem? 
On May 12, 2023, Gov. 

Abbott renewed the disaster 
declaration he issued ini-
tially in May of 2021 not-
ing that the “surge of indi-
viduals unlawfully crossing 
the Texas-Mexico border 
posed an ongoing and im-
minent threat of disaster for 
a number of Texas counties 
and for all state agencies 
affected by this disaster…”
Subsequently, he sent a 

letter to fellow governors 
requesting support through 
the emergency manage-
ment network. In addition 
to Nebraska, Idaho and 
Florida have also respond-
ed, by announcing similar 
deployment of personnel.  
Sorry friends, I just don’t 

get it. This sounds more po-
litical than helpful. Sadly, 
we should not be surprised. 

J.L. Schmidt has been cov-
ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	
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  The views and opinions expressed in printed editorials, columns, articles or SEZ-I’s run on this page are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Falls City Journal. Any content provided by our contributors or authors 
are of their opinion and not those of the Falls City Journal or it’s staff unless explicitly written by a staff member. 

Drug 
Prices

By Tom Dean, MD
High costs and shortages of pharmaceuticals are serious, 

on-going issues. Drug prices in the US are among the highest 
in the world. A recent survey by the Rand Corporation  looked 
at drug prices in 32 developed countries. US prices were the 
highest in the group and were more than twice the average of 
prices in other countries. What is especially troubling is that 
the products sold in many of these  countries are the same 
drugs produced by the same manufacturers as those sold in the 
US at much higher prices.
When it comes to  drug prices, consumers – and even 

third-party payers –  have little bargaining power.  The reality 
is, drug companies are free to charge “what the market will 
bear”.  
Recently developed, brand name drugs are typically the most 

costly. New drugs are usually covered by patents which give 
the developers exclusive rights to market the product without 
competition.  Patents are for 20 years and begin  when a new 
drug application is filed. This usually occurs years before the 
product actually comes to market. Nonetheless, companies 
typically enjoy 10 or more years without any direct compe-
tition.  
When patents are nearing expiration companies have numer-

ous ways to “game” the system. One of the most common is 
to make minor, often insignificant, changes in the product and 
apply for a new patent. Sometimes major producers  actual-
ly buy up smaller potential generic competitors or pay such 
companies to delay the introduction of competitive products. 
Regulators have blocked some but not all such practices.
The patent process is defended as a way to give firms some 

assurance that they can recoup the expenses they incur if they 
undertake the costly and highly unpredictable process of drug 
development. The public clearly has an interest in encouraging 
new drug development. Critics, however, have pointed out that 
often much of the early development is done in academic cen-
ters, usually at public expense.
Even when patents expire the usual market forces do not al-

ways bring about effective cost control. The best example is in-
sulin. There are three major producers of insulin who produce 
very similar products. Instead of competing on price all three 
companies progressively raised the retail prices of insulin. In-
sulin prices in the US climbed to as much as ten times those in 
Canada. Recent legislation has forced companies to limit out-
of-pocket insulin costs for Medicare recipients to no more than 
$35 per month. Subsequently, public pressure  led all three in-
sulin producers to agree to a limit $35 per month for all users. 
In this situation competition produced real benefits. However, 
one wonders if the companies can afford to drop the price from 
over $100 to  $35, what was their margin before the reduction?
What about prices that are too low?  Some older drugs are still 

vitally important. In several of these cases the prices – and the 
profitability – have dropped to the point where producers have 
left the market leaving us with seriously limited production 
capacity.
Vincristine is a cancer drug, a key component in the treatment 

of childhood leukemia. Because of low profitability virtually 
all vincristine has come from a single manufacturer. When that 
producer ran into production problems no other source was 
available. Cancer physicians struggled for months with heart 
rending decisions of having to ration among seriously ill chil-
dren the very limited amounts of vincristine they could get.
There are other more recent examples. This past winter there 

were serious shortages of amoxicillin, a widely used antibiotic 
and, more recently, we are facing dangerous shortages of al-
buterol, a key treatment for asthma and COPD. In each of these 
situations the companies have made what they considered to 
be sound business decisions but decisions which were clearly 
not in the public interest.
What to do? Open market principles have often served us 

well but we need to be smart enough - and tough enough - to 
recognize when we are benefitting and when we are not. We 
need regulatory limits that protect creativity and innovation 
yet prevent price gouging and insure availability of vital med-
icines. That is a high bar but one we as a society must keep 
working toward.
Tom Dean, MD is a retired family physician who practiced for 

over 40 years in Wessington Springs, SD and a past member of 
the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC). Dr. 
Dean is a recent inductee into the SD Hall of Fame, these arti-
cles were previously published in SD Searchlight.  Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org On Call with the Prairie 
Doc®, a medical Q&A show providing health information 
based on science, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook 
most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  
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75 Years Ago, August 16, 1948 to August 22, 1948
It was reported that Americans drink more coffee than any other beverage and enough 

to keep Niagara Falls going for 67 minutes. Americans would down an estimated 
8,000,000,000 gallons of coffee per year. Milk came in second and beer ranked third.
The Justice Department asked the army to arrest “Tokyo Rose” on treason charges 

for her wartime radio broadcasts from Japan. The department said Mrs. Iva Toguri 
D’Aguino, an American citizen, would probably be returned to this country within 
30 days.
Mrs. Blondena Foster had purchased Virginia’s Beauty shop on the balcony of Phelps 

Drug Store from Mrs. Virginia Phalen.
The death of Babe Ruth was another tragic story of how cancer still had the upper 

hand over medical science. Ruth underwent surgery, x-rays, and treatment with a new 
drug, teropterin, but none of it could slow the spread.
Shubert’s muscle men breathed a sigh of relief when the town added a used American 

�/�D���)�U�D�Q�F�H���À�U�H���W�U�X�F�N�����U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���D���K�R�V�H���F�D�U�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���W�K�H���À�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V���K�D�G���S�X�O�O�H�G���I�U�R�P���À�U�H��
�W�R���À�U�H��
�0�U�V�����+�X�J�K���0�L�W�F�K�H�O�O�����S�R�R�O���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���&�U�\�V�W�D�O���%�H�D�F�K���V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J���S�R�R�O�����R�I�I�H�U�H�G���À�Y�H��

�G�R�O�O�D�U�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���S�H�U�V�R�Q���W�R���F�D�W�F�K���D�������S�R�X�Q�G���F�D�U�S���W�K�D�W���Z�D�V���V�H�W���I�U�H�H���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�R�O�����7�K�H��
promotional stunt proved to be more fun than a cageful of monkeys.
Mary Frazier of Philadelphia left $10,000,000 in her will to the town of Perryopolis, 

Pennsylvania, population 1,300. Mrs. Frazier grew up in the small town but had only 
returned once in the last 60 years of her life.
Irven Ludwig had a closing out farm sale at his farm four miles north and ½ mile east 

of Verdon. The sale included 13 head of Guernsey cattle, 39 hogs, 200 bales of red 
clover hay and lots of machinery.
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�R�Q�H�����'�R�Z�H�O�O�����Z�K�R���Z�D�V���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���Z�L�I�H�����V�X�Q�N���W�K�H���V�K�R�W���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V���W�U�X�V�W�\���À�Y�H���L�U�R�Q��
With August heating up, Appleoff Appliance and Electric Co. advertised a 10% dis-

count on all electric fans.
�&�H�F�L�O���'�����)�R�V�W�H�U�����I�R�U�P�H�U�O�\���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\�����Z�K�R���U�R�V�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���E�D�W�W�O�H�À�H�O�G���S�U�R�P�R�W�L�R�Q�V���L�Q��

World War II to the rank of captain in command of an infantry company, re-entered 
the army after a whirl at civilian life.
Fifteen businesses buildings either had been constructed or were being planned and 

two more were being remodeled in Falls City. In addition to the businesses, 21 per-
mits had been issued for new homes for the year.

50 Years Ago, August 16, 1973 to August 22, 1973
Sheriff L.D. Camblin urged farmers to be on the lookout for strange cars and trucks 

in their areas after the carcass of a butchered calf was found on the Muddy bridge of 
Highway 159 between Falls City and Rulo.
�0�D�U�\���-�R�U�G�D�Q���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���Á�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E���J�R�O�I���W�R�X�U-

nament, shooting an 83 on 18 holes.
Kate Blanton, 17, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jack Blanton of Verdon, was the queen 

of the Dawson-Verdon Saddle Club. Blanton was pictured on the front page with her 
horse Jigsaw Joe.
The Rulo Rodeo was just around the corner and promised eight big events, including 

bull riding, saddle bronc riding, steer wrestling, bareback riding and others.
The 15th annual reunion of the descendants of the late Dora and Henry Scheitel was 

�K�H�O�G���D�W���&�L�W�\���3�D�U�N�����Z�L�W�K���À�I�W�\���À�Y�H���G�H�V�F�H�Q�G�D�Q�W�V���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J�����0�U�����D�Q�G���0�U�V�����6�W�H�Y�H���9�L�F�H�����0�U����
and Mrs. Sterling Kottich and Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Scheitel were the committee in 
charge of the event. Mrs. Lydia Wiemerslage, 79, was the oldest person present and 
Julie Ann Vice, six weeks old, was the youngest.
Falls City native Don Linscott accepted the position of real estate director for the 

Lincoln Airport Authority.
Lisa and Brett Keller and Doug and Cindy Sailors were the organizers of a penny 

carnival for charity. With help from many neighborhood youngsters, the kids raised 
money for muscular dystrophy from a kit they had received from the Jerry Lewis 
muscular dystrophy campaign. The group raised $19.87 for the charity.
The Bottle Shop on 26th and Harlan was holding its grand opening. The new busi-

ness, owned by J.G. Stephenson, featured a sizeable self-serve cooler, an extensive 
wine department and gift items. Twelve packs of Pabst were on sale for $1.99 and a 
�À�I�W�K���R�I���-���:�D�O�N�H�U���5�H�G���Z�D�V��������������
Meeting in a special session, the mayor and city council voted to subsidize the Sim-

monds Ambulance Service at $200 monthly for six months. Mr. Simmonds had in-
dicated in an advertisement in the Journal that he would have to discontinue service 
because of excessive accounts receivable.

25 Years Ago, August 16, 1998 to August 22, 1998
The upgrading process at Verdon State Lake was well underway. The lake was being 

deepened and an island was being constructed.
The City Council authorized Mayor Marshall Maddox to sign an application for 

Community Development Block Grant funds to construct a 40,000-square-foot spec 
building to attract industry.
Bill Simon won his ninth club championship, shooting a 36-hole score of 142. Rich 

�1�L�H�G�I�H�O�G�W���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G���Á�L�J�K�W�����0�D�[���0�L�O�D�P���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S�����.�H�Q�Q�\���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q��
�Z�R�Q���W�K�H���I�R�X�U�W�K�����D�Q�G���/�D�U�U�\���0�H�U�]���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���Á�L�J�K�W��
The 44th annual Bratton Union Reunion was held at the Southeast Consolidated 

School in Stella, with 81 persons in attendance. Dan Avery, president of the alumni, 
conducted the business meeting.
Results from the Stella Fun Day event included Frank Aue placing second in the 

horseshoe competition and Adam Lippold won the one-mile run.
Ten dollars bought you four Jack’s Pizzas at Hinky Dinky and ground round was on 

sale for 99 cents per pound.
The City of Humboldt agreed to pay the county $40,294 annually for law enforce-

ment services. That number represented a $4,000 per year increase. Sheriff Keith 
Hayes told the commissioners that Steve Smith would serve the Humboldt area and 
was looking to move there.
The Falls City Rural Fire Department celebrated its 50th anniversary by showing off 

its new 750-gallon pumper it had received in July. The new unit was purchased from 
Smeal Fire Equipment Company at a cost of $137,000.
Warren Swain, the voice of the Huskers, was in town for a luncheon hosted by Char-

lie Radatz, owner and operator of KTNC Radio 1230.
�$���W�R�W�D�O���R�I�����������N�L�G�V���V�L�J�Q�H�G���X�S���I�R�U���W�K�H���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���À�V�K�L�Q�J���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���K�H�O�G���D�W���6�W�D�Q�W�R�Q���/�D�N�H���E�\��

�W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���9�R�O�X�Q�W�H�H�U���)�L�U�H���'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�����-�R�U�G�D�Q���)�D�O�O�H�U���F�D�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���À�V�K���R�I���W�K�H��
night, hauling in a 13-ounce bass.
�'�$�9�����'�L�V�D�E�O�H�G���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�����G�R�Q�D�W�H�G���D���Á�D�J���W�R���0�L�G�O�D�Q�G���9�L�O�O�D���1�X�U�V�L�Q�J���+�R�P�H����

dedicating it to all veterans, especially to the P.O.W./M.I.A.
The Falls City Elks Lodge advertised a Cobblestone special of a hamburger, potato 

salad and slaw for $3.50 and a bowl of chili for $2.00.

(Continued from Page 1)
(55+) housing develop-
ment which will consist 
of the new construction of 
eight duplexes (16 units) 
and an outdoor exercise 
area tailored to seniors. 
All 16 units are two bed-
rooms and one bathroom.
“As Mayor of Falls City, 

I express gratitude for the 
ongoing collaboration be-
tween our city and Excel 
Development on the Wil-
derness Falls III project. 
This partnership strength-
ens our community by pro-
viding additional choices 
in quality affordable hous-
ing for our citizens aged 
55 and above.” – Mark 
Harkendorff, Mayor of the 
City of Falls City.
“Midwest Housing Initia-

tives is excited to partner 
on the third phase of the 
Wilderness Falls III hous-
ing development!  Afford-
able housing, especially 
for seniors, is in high de-
mand and we are happy 
to continue our work to 
address that challenge.” 
-  Corey Vandewege, Pres-
ident, Midwest Housing 
Initiatives.
The Wilderness Falls III 

Development was Award-
ed the Following:
• $288,860 of Feder-

al Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credits (LIHTC) for 
10 years and $288,860 of 
State LIHTC for 6 years 
from the Nebraska Invest-
ment Finance Authority 
(NIFA)  
• $750,000 of HOME 

Investment Partnerships 
Program Funds (HOME) 
from the Nebraska De-
partment of Economic De-
velopment (NDED)
Tax Increment Financing 

(TIF) from Falls City of 
$55,000, Falls City pay-
ing for half the road infra-
structure cost, permanent 
�À�Q�D�Q�F�L�Q�J�� �I�U�R�P�� �+�R�U�L�]�R�Q��
Bank of $229,988, and 
deferred developer fee 
of $126,237 rounded off 
the total capital stack for 
the $4,952,827 affordable 
housing development. 
“NIFA is proud to be a 

partner in all three phases 
of the Wilderness Falls 
Development.  As ev-
idenced in Nebraska’s 
2022 Strategic Housing 
Framework, quality af-
fordable housing in all ar-
eas of our state is critical 
for the growth of our com-
munities. Congratulations 
to Falls City, Midwest 
Housing Initiatives, Ex-
cel Development, and the 
many project partners.” – 
Shannon R. Harner, NIFA 
Executive Director
“The State is grateful to 

partner with Falls City 
to invest in high-quality 
housing for our senior cit-
izens,” said K.C. Belitz, 
director of the Nebraska 
Department of Economic 
Development. “We want 
to see Nebraska’s retirees 
stay in-state to enjoy the 
Good Life with their kids 
and grandkids. The avail-
ability of nice, affordable 
places for seniors to live 
is key to making this hap-
pen. Congratulations to 
Falls City on the project’s 
groundbreaking!”
All 16 units in the Wil-

derness Falls III develop-
ment are two bedrooms 
and one bathroom with 
1,034 sq. ft. of living 
space, 53 sq. ft. of storage 
space, 292 sq. ft. of ga-
rage space, 1,379 total sq. 
ft. They all have single 
levels with exterior fea-
tures such as partial brick 

Wilderness Falls III 
Groundbreaking on August 18

and landscaping. Ameni-
ties include a outdoor ex-
ercise area tailored to se-
niors, single-car garage, 
washer, dryer, dishwash-
er, refrigerator, stove, 
storage area, and a rear 
patio. Seven units are tar-
geted to seniors making 
at or below 60 percent of 
the area median income 
(AMI) and pay $625 a 
month in rent, seven units 
are at 50 percent AMI and 
$605 a month, and two 
units are at 400 percent 
AMI and $560 a month. 
Water, sewer and trash 
services are provided by 
the owner.  
“The entire Marble Cliff 

Capital team is truly hon-
ored to be a part of the 
Wilderness Falls III de-
velopment in Falls City. 
Sixteen senior house-
holds will directly ben-
�H�À�W�� �I�U�R�P�� �W�K�L�V�� �Q�H�Z�� �G�H�Y�H�O-
opment in a location that 
has convenient access to 
healthcare services, retail 
shopping, and recreation 
areas. Thank you to ev-
eryone who helped make 
this development possible 
– particularly our LIHTC 
investors who are com-
mitted to the creation of 
new affordable housing 
across Nebraska.” – Jack 
Kukura, President Marble 
Cliff Capital
“We’re very proud to be 

a part of the third phase 
of the Wilderness Falls III 
housing development and 
our continued partnership 
with Midwest Housing 
Initiatives in helping pro-
vide another high-quality 
affordable housing option 
to the Falls City commu-
nity.” – Brent Williams, 
President, Excel Develop-
ment Group
Development Team:
Midwest Housing Ini-

�W�L�D�W�L�Y�H�V�� �²�� �1�R�Q���3�U�R�À�W�� �D�Q�G��
General Partner. 
Excel Development 

Group – Developer.
Nebraska Investment Fi-

nance Authority – LIHTC 
State Allocating Agency.

Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development 
(NDED) – HOME Funds.
Marble Cliff Capital – 

Federal Tax Credit Syndi-
cator.
Advantage Capital – State 

Tax Credit Syndicator. 
Horizon Bank – Con-

struction and Permanent 
Loan Financer.
FORTEN Building Group 

– General Contractor.
Architectural Design As-

sociates – Architect.
REGA Engineering – En-

gineer. 

The Nemaha Natural Re-
sources District is looking 
�I�R�U�� �F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V�� �W�R�� �À�O�O�� �W�Z�R��
vacancies on its board of 
directors. As of June 2023, 
a position in Pawnee 
County/Western Richard-
son County and a position 
in southeastern Richard-
son County are vacant fol-
lowing resignations from 
board members serving 
subdistricts 9 and 10.
The NRD’s board of di-

rectors will accept written 
applications from inter-
ested, potential directors. 
Applicants must be reg-
istered voters who also 
meet all other eligibility 
requirements for holding 
�D�Q�� �H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �U�H-
side within the appropriate 
boundaries of the vacant 
subdistrict. The position is 
a two-year term since the 
position was vacated with-
�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� ������ �P�R�Q�W�K�V�� �R�I��
the term; it will then come 
back up for election in 
the 2024 election. (NRD 
board members are nor-
mally elected to four-year 
terms during the primary/
general elections in even 

Directors 
Sought for 

NNRD Board 
Vacancies

(Continued to Page 9)


