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Ideas about shopping are nev-
er set in stone, and the pandem-
ic illustrated just how quickly 
consumer trends and opinions 
can change. Many individu-
als are now reevaluating how 
they spend their hard-earned 
money, particularly since infla-
tion has affected just how far a 
dollar can be stretched. When 
consumers think about which 
stores to patronize, locally 
owned businesses may be the 
smartest option for a number 
of reasons — not the least of 
which is the way such enter-
prises benefit the communities 
they call home.

More money kept in the 
community

Shopping locally means that 
more money will stay in the 
community. According to re-
cent research from Civic Eco-

On August 1, 2023. Richardson 
County Sheriff’s Office along 
with investigators from Holt Co, 
Missouri and Brown Co, Kan-
sas conducted a search warrant 
in Falls City in reference to a 
multi-state investigation of theft.  
As a result, many tools and oth-
er items were recovered and sev-
eral arrests were made. Aaron 
and Ashley Rhodd were arrest-
ed for theft by receiving stolen 
property greater than $5000 and 
possession of meth.
Matthew Womeldorf was ar-
rested for out of state warrants, 
and fresh charges of obstructing 
a police officer,  false reporting 
and possession of meth.  
A subsequent search warrant 
was issued for another residence 
in Falls City where Terry Alex-
ander was arrested for posses-
sion of meth.

Sheriff’s 
Department 

conducts search 
at FC residence

How communities 
benefit when 
consumers 
shop local

By Brian McKim; photo by Chelsie Alexander
Nebraska Republican Senator Deb Fischer was in Falls City on 

Wednesday morning, August 2, and stopped by the Journal for a 
few minutes during her trip. Senator Fischer has been in office since 
2013 and has recently announced her intentions to run for a third 
term in Washington, D.C.
On her visit to Richardson County on Wednesday, Senator Fischer 

was eager to tout her legislation regarding her work on the Farm 
Bill, her work to support law enforcement and her support to expand 
broadband in Nebraska.
Senator Fischer is currently on six committees in Washington D.C., 

having added the Appropriations Committee to her list this year. 
While working on the committee, the Senator secured $20 million 
for water projects around the state, including a significant amount 
for Knox and Cedar Counties.
“They just weren’t able to quite fit in any category for any grants 

that are available,” said Fischer. “In cases like that, I think it is im-
portant to get some of our tax money back here in Nebraska to make 
sure that those folks have clean water.”
As is often the case these days, the topic of China and spying arose.
“I worry about China all the time,” said Fischer. “I’m also on the 

Armed Services Committee and Russia and China are peer competi-
tors of ours. The Chinese have built up their military; they continue 
to invest in their military.”
The topic moved toward the “spy balloons” that flew over and were 

shot down earlier this year.
“The spy balloons, I think that just really got the attention of the 

American people,” stated Fischer. “Which is important … China 
obviously steals intellectual property, as a communist party, they are 
constantly bombarding not just our government, but our businesses 

“There are good things going on; 
we just need to point those out”

By Nikki McKim; photo of 
James Coupe found on the 
WWII Memorial Registry.
They arrived together for 

duty on October 1, 1940, at the 
Naval Air Station, Pearl Har-
bor. Privates 
Jim Coupe and 
Arthur Ervin 
would become 
fast friends, a 
friendship cut 
short by a world 
at war. 
Arthur “B.” 

Ervin left his 
home in Texas 
for bigger and 
better things. 
He was active 
in the Baptist 
Young People’s 
Union, base-
ball, hunting 
and helped care 
for his two youngest half-sib-
lings. 
Ervin wanted more and in 

1934, he moved to Los Ange-
les with his other brother. He 
put his education on hold to 
work as a “district circulation 
manager” at the Los Angeles 
Examiner, where he managed 
40 newsboys.
After about a year, Ervin went 

home to Texas to help his now 
twice-widowed mother with 
the children. 
The following year he went 

to a recruiting office in Dallas, 
TX. After examination and he 
swore the required oath, Ervin 
signed his name and left for 
the Marine Corps Recruit De-
pot in San Diego. 
While at the same time, 

James Henry Coupe enlisted 
in the Marine Corps on June 3, 
1940 in Des Moines, IA. 
James Henry Coupe was born 

on August 27, 1921, in Kansas 
City but relocated to Falls City 
with his parents one year lat-
er. He attended Sacred Heart 
and graduated with the class 
of 1939. He was a star athlete 

and captain 
of the basket-
ball team his 
senior year, 
often lead-
ing the team 
in points and 
carrying them 
to victory.
Over the next 

year, “Jim 
and Art,” as 
they were of-
ten called, 
were always 
together and 
s o m e t i m e s 
making a lit-
tle trouble for 

themselves.
On November 17, 1941, a 

Mr. Fouts reported the theft of 
his new Plymouth Cope. The 
following Sunday, employees 
of a Bar reported their estab-
lishment had been burglarized 
to the tune of $75. 
PFC’s Coupe and Ervin were 

called before a Major and 
charged with three criminal 
counts, each a court-martial 
offense and remained in cus-
tody through the first week of 
December. 
Sunday, December 7, 1941, 

began like any other day, but 
just before 8:00 a.m., every-
thing changed. Gone were the 
sounds of the guards’ foot-
steps and replacing them were 
the aircraft engines, gunfire 
and yells of alarm. At the same 
time, a vast cloud of black 
smoke arose from the naval 
base and Hickam field, where 

Sgt. Coupe and Cpl. Ervin forge 
friendship during WWII now 
eighty-two years later, Ervin’s 

remains are brought home

Richardson 
County budget 

talks begin
The regular meeting of the 

Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to 
order by Chairman Caverzagie 
at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, Au-
gust 2, 2023. Karas, Sickel and 
Caverzagie answered roll call.  
Highway Superintendent Steve 

Darveau, Jr. updated the Board on 
County roads and bridge main-
tenance the past week. Darveau 
reported on the information he 
obtained since reporting at the 
July 19 meeting that the cost for 
repairs to an engine in the 2013 
CAT motor grader is estimated 
to be $55,785.35, which will re-
quire a new engine.  
Darveau said he was told that 

“this is by far the easiest and 
most economical way for you 
guys to do it if you want it fixed.”
Sickel made the motion to ap-

prove the replacement of the 
engine in the 2013 CAT motor 
grader with an estimated cost of 
$55,785.35 at Nebraska Machin-
ery Co. The motion carried.
Sickel made a motion to accept 

the offer of $5.00 from Dale E. 
James for the purchase of the 
bridge C007402110 located on 
the road beginning at a point ap-
proximately 2,640 feet or ½ mile 
south of the intersection of 717 
Road and 640 Avenue or start-
ing about 2,640 feet south of 
the northeast corner of Section 
22, Township 3 North, Range 14 
East of the 6th P.M. in Richard-
son County, Nebraska and run-
ning approximately 2,640 feet or 
½ mile south to the intersection 
of 716 Road and 640 Ave or the 
Southeast corner of Section 22, 
Township 3 North, Range 14 
East of the 6th P.M. in Richard-
son County, Nebraska. The mo-
tion carried.      
Darveau discussed his budget 

with the Commissioners, saying 
he had cut quite a bit out before 
meeting with Mary Eickhoff. 
He reminded the Commission-
ers that last year two big projects 
were budgeted (blacktop and 
chip and seal); this year, he has 
money budgeted for a few bigger 
projects for the Department. One 
is a structure north of the church 
at Prichard Corner. This year he 
has money budgeted for a new 
engine for a grader and pickup. 
The amount budgeted for rock 
had to be increased. 
Sheriff Hardesty updated the 

Board on the routine business 
within the Law Enforcement 
Center this past week.  
The Sheriff reported on the ac-

tivity within the Department this 
past month. There was a total of 
649 calls for service of those, 412 
were traffic stops, two of those 
were done by another agency 
and 45 people were arrested.
The Sheriff’s Department re-

covered a stolen truck. The GMC 
Canyon was stolen near Rock 
Port, MO, with assistance from 
investigators from other agen-
cies, including Brown County 
Sheriff’s Office in Kansas. Rich-
ardson County Deputies were 
able to locate the stolen vehicle 
in Falls City. Deputies recovered 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: ON THE ROAD 

DOWN
1. Cold War’s Warsaw Pact, e.g.
2. Turkish money
3. One on drugs
4. Run off to Vegas?
5. Sold on eBay, usually
6. Short for “and elsewhere”
7. Hammurabi’s code, e.g.
8. Plural of fundus
9. Porto____, Italy
10. Got this!
11. Sodium hydroxide
12. Like Tim of “A Christmas Car-
ol”
15. Foray
20. Giraffe’s striped-legged cousin
22. Like one of the Testaments
24. Fine-toothed metal cutter
25. *Famous road from Beatles 
crossing
26. Actress Watts
27. Minute parasite
29. *Spare one
31. “If all ____ fails”
32. Sarpa ____, coral reef fish
33. Tiny purses
34. Olden day phlebotomy instru-
ment
36. Waterproof canvas
38. Clothing line
42. UAE’s most populous city
45. Close the fastener, e.g.
49. Epoch
51. Between 90 and 180 degrees
54. E-wallet’s content
56. Very, in music
57. Japanese zither
58. Author Bagnold
59. Goes with interest
60. Great masters’ medium, pl.
61. *Hoofed “express” traveler
62. “The Summer I Turned Pretty” 
actress Lola ____
63. Solemn promise
64. Surveyor’s map
67. Morning drops

ACROSS
1.More down in the dumps
6. Will Ferrell’s 2003 Christmas 
character
9. Century Gothic, e.g.
13. Twisted cotton thread
14. Greek “t”
15. Biblical mount
16. Dessert sandwiches
17. Barley bristle
18. Pungent edible bulb
19. *Shared ride
21. *Yellow Brick Road traveller
23. Member of the Benevolent Or-
der
24. Sword handle
25. The little one “stops to tie his 
shoe”
28. AI “fodder”
30. *Gas station option
35. Thailand money
37. Phone cam images
39. Fill with happy spirit
40. Bora ____
41. Vexed
43. Uncontrolled swerve
44. Middle Eastern V.I.P.s
46. Genesis twin
47. “The Odyssey,” e.g.
48. Hooray!
50. Speaking platform
52. Campfire residue
53. What sailors are to captain
55. Lawyers’ org.
57. *Jack of “On the Road” fame
61. *Refreshment break
65. Live sign for radio, 2 words
66. Shakespearean “fuss”
68. Bar order, with “the”
69. Ownership document
70. Mitt Romney’s title, abbr.
71. Christmas Eve visitor
72. Keats’ works, e.g.
73. *Major road, abbr.
74. *Certain number of cylinders

Property 
Taxes too 
high? The 

Governor put 
a committee 

on it
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
“Jack Sprat could eat no fat.
His wife could eat no lean.”

The Governor put a 
committee on it.

This one comes from the 
Capitol Reporters Archives 
where it was referenced more 
than once as yet another im-
portant issue fell victim to 
discussion by a commit-
tee. Apologies also to King 
Charles I about whom this 
nursery rhyme was written in 
1639.  
Jack Sprat was believed to 

be someone who preferred 
greed over savings, lust over 
need. He was a person who 
thinks of enjoying life in debt, 
rather than thinking of curb-
ing ones needs. Historians 
write that King Charles I was 
left “lean” as the parliament 
denied him taxation. With 
his queen Henrietta Maria, he 
“licked the platter clean” by 
dissolving the parliament. 
Governor Jim Pillen said he 

wants to reduce the burden of 
recent property valuations. 
He announced a new com-
mittee to examine valuations 
statewide because valuation 
increases have become an 
unbearable burden for home-
owners, businesses and agri-
culture producers.
He promised to find a solu-

tion that will reduce that bur-
den but did not specify how. 
Ah yes, the bane of tax dis-
cussions ever since the first 
property tax was levied by 
the Territorial Legislature in 
1857. The growing need for 
public services and changes 
in economic structure cause 
property taxes to steadily in-
crease. This in turn prompts 
the necessity for relieving 
property taxes and providing 
new sources of revenue.
In November 1966, voters 

approved a constitutional 
amendment to abolish “state” 
property taxes. Also, the Leg-
islature repealed the head and 
poll taxes, the tax on specific 
types of intangible property, 
the tax on household goods, 
and certain miscellaneous 
personal property taxes.
That left newly elected Gov-

ernor Norbert Tiemann and 
the Legislature to find a way 
to finance state government. 
In a move that admittedly 
cost him a second term, Tie-
mann promoted adoption of a 
plan to replace lost revenues 
in the Revenue Act of 1967: 
the state sales and use tax; 
and the income tax. In ad-
dition to replacing lost state 
revenue, a portion of the sales 
and income tax monies were 
designated to finance state aid 
programs.
While not doing something 

that drastic, Pillen said it’s his 
job to make sure Nebraska 
is the best place to live, and 
“reckless valuation increases 
hinder that commitment.”
Pillen will be joined in the 

group by members of his pol-
icy and research team, five 
state Senators, and represen-
tatives from the League of 
Nebraska Municipalities, the 
Lincoln Chamber of Com-
merce, the Omaha Chamber 
of Commerce, the Nebraska 
Association of County Of-
ficials, the Nebraska Cattle-
men, the Nebraska Farm Bu-
reau, the Nebraska Realtors 
Association, and the Nebras-
ka State Chamber of Com-
merce. 
Since the beginning of Ne-

braska’s statehood, property 
tax has been a major source 
of state and local operating 
revenue. So-called tax stud-
ies, by committees or special-

ly designated agencies, are 
about that old as well.
Since 1967, “local” units 

of government have exclu-
sively levied property taxes. 
In 2019, Nebraska’s local 
governments levied approx-
imately $4.179 billion in 
property taxes. In addition, 
for fiscal year 2019-2020, 
approximately $1.841 bil-
lion in local tax relief (state 
aid) was appropriated for lo-
cal governments, according 
to the Nebraska Department 
of Revenue. Over the years, 
the property tax structure in 
Nebraska has changed as the 
Legislature has addressed 
various economic concerns. 
Property tax remains primar-
ily a tax on real property, but 
changes have been made in 
the classification of proper-
ty, as well as the level of as-
sessment at which property is 
taxed. Nebraska’s Constitu-
tion requires uniformity and 
proportionality both as to the 
rate and the valuation.
Now a couple state senators 

have compared Pillen’s plans 
to rearranging the deck chairs 
on the Titanic. Sens. Steve 
Erdman of Bayard and Steve 
Halloran of Hastings said the 
state can’t fix the property 
valuation process unless Ne-
braska eliminates the proper-
ty tax system.
The deck chair reference 

was first uttered by then Gov. 
Kay Orr’s last chief of staff 
in 1991 as he carried a box of 
belongings from the Capitol. 
I asked him what he thought 
of the Governor’s plan to re-
organize her office. He lik-
ened it to the deck chairs on 
the Titanic.
Pillen is more optimistic. He 

said transformative change 
could come next session by 
solving the valuation process. 
Right, and my late father used 
to caution about standing on 
one leg waiting for some-
thing to happen. 

Erdman and Halloran have 
specifics under the EPIC tax 
proposal, which would re-
place Nebraska property, in-
come, inheritance, corporate, 
and sales taxes with a con-
sumption tax on all services 
and only new goods at a rate 
below 8 percent. It also pro-
poses no taxes on groceries. 
EPIC in all caps really sells 

it, don’t you think? Back in 
the 90s we called it the Trans-
action Tax. A few years ago. 
It became the consumption 
tax. It’s still a bad idea. Re-
member 1967. Know that fis-
cal analysts say the tax will 
need to be 21 percent or high-

er to make it work. 
About the committee, may-

be, just maybe, some magic 
will happen, and the nagging 
property tax issue will be re-
solved … and the Nebraska 
Cornhusker football team 
will win the national cham-
pionship and you’ll win the 
next Mega Bucks lottery.
As for the Sprats:
“And so between them both, 

you see, they licked the plat-
ter clean.”
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	
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Nasal Congestion
By Donald Bennett, MD
One of the most common reasons a person comes to 

the Ear Nose and Throat clinic is a stuffy nose. The 
way the symptoms are described varies. The stuffiness 
or congestion can be present at all times, at certain 
times of year, worse on one side, alternate sides, and 
may or may not respond to medications.
Getting this clear history and taking a close look helps 

me determine what are the causes and how best to help.
The nasal passages are divided from left and right by 

the nasal septum, which is made of bone and cartilage. 
A deviation (or bend) of the septum is common, but 
can be more extreme in some cases and cause signif-
icant narrowing of the nasal passage on one or both 
sides. Some are born with this deviation, and it may 
worsen as the person grows. Sometimes a history of a 
nasal injury is present, which could have bent the sep-
tum or increased the chance it becomes more bent over 
time if the injury occurred in childhood. 
Within the nasal cavity are outpouchings called tur-

binates. A job of the nose is to prepare the air for the 
lungs, and it has structures that allow the air to be hu-
midified, warmed and filtered. The turbinates are cov-
ered with a lining, called mucosa, which has numerous 
mucous glands and microscopic hairs. The turbinates 
are rich with blood vessels and periodically swell. This 
normal cycle of swelling can cause nasal congestion 
that alternates sides every few hours if the turbinates 
are excessively swollen.
The turbinates can become excessively swollen for 

several reasons, including viral infections, irritation 
from dryness, or allergies to name a few. Turbinate 
swelling can respond to topical medications such as 
steroid and antihistamine spray. Medical management 
of allergies if present, including allergy shots, can im-
prove and control symptoms over time.
A less frequent cause of nasal congestion includes na-

sal polyps. These can be difficult to see from the front 
of the nose unless they are extremely enlarged. As an 
ENT, we often use a scope to see if these are present. A 
CT scan can also help.
An even less frequent cause of congestion includes 

weakness of the cartilage of your nose. This can hap-
pen over time, or can be seen after an injury or prior 
surgery. A careful exam in the clinic can help deter-
mine if this problem is present. It is often managed 
with surgery.
In most cases there is more than one cause of a per-

son’s nasal congestion. If medicines do not improve 
symptoms, surgery can improve nasal breathing. A dis-
cussion with your surgeon on the risks and benefits to 
make an informed decision may be the next step. 
Dr. Bennett has been trained to provide comprehen-

sive otolaryngology care. Dr. Bennett practices at Mid-
west ENT & Allergy in Sioux Falls, SD. His special in-
terests include disorders of the ear/hearing, endoscopic 
sinus surgery, pediatric otolaryngology, head and neck 
surgery, thyroid and parathyroid disorders, voice and 
swallowing disorders. Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook featuring On 
Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical Q&A show pro-
viding health information based on science, built on 
trust, streaming live on Facebook most Thursdays at 7 
p.m. central.
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75 Years Ago, August 9, 1948 to August 15, 1948
The Census Bureau estimated that Nebraska lost around 32,000 people.
The Legion Juniors baseball team fell to Lincoln Ford 21-2 in the area meet at Be-

atrice.
Nine hundred people attended the donkey ball game at the high school auditori-

um. The Richardson County farmer team defeated the local businessmen team 12-4. 
About $175 was raised at the event, which the Jaycees organized.
Seventy members and three extra guests attended the annual Duerfeldt reunion held 

in Barada. The oldest attendee was 93-year-old Mrs. B.C. Duerfeldt and the youngest 
was 26-day-old Donald George Harrell.
The 20th annual Bauer reunion was held at City Park with 120 relatives in atten-

dance. During the day, Mrs. Eliza Gebhard was elected president and Mrs. Edwin 
Zentner was secretary.
Jorn’s Hardware in Verdon advertised a Vaculator 6-8 cup coffee maker for $2.15 

and a 24-piece tableware set for $4.25.
Farmers of the Verdon area got past the preliminary hurdles and were on the way to 

�W�K�H���I�X�O�O���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���D���U�X�U�D�O���À�U�H���S�U�R�W�H�F�W�L�R�Q���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����(�G���)�U�L�W�]���Z�D�V���Q�D�P�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I��
�W�K�H���Q�H�Z���À�U�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���H�[�W�H�Q�G�H�G���U�R�X�J�K�O�\���I�R�X�U���P�L�O�H�V���V�R�X�W�K�����I�R�X�U���P�L�O�H�V���Q�R�U�W�K�����À�Y�H��
�P�L�O�H�V���H�D�V�W���D�Q�G���À�Y�H���P�L�O�H�V���Z�H�V�W���R�I���9�H�U�G�R�Q��
Babe Ruth, the 54-year-old home run king, was reported in critical condition at Me-

morial Hospital in New York.
Automatic or dial telephones were due to be installed in Shubert and Stella by the 

Southeast Nebraska Telephone Company.
“Abbot and Costello Meet Frankenstein” played at the Rivoli Theater on Friday the 

13th.
Dearle Baker of Falls City received a building permit to construct a drive-in café in 

the 1300 block of Harlan. The plans called for a 30x50 foot cement block building 
that would seat 60 people. Gordon Baker, a son of Mr. Baker, was ready to manage 
the café.
Fairmont Ice Cream Store advertised double-dip cones for 5 cents.
Mrs. June Strauss became the new deputy county clerk and Robert Watkins took 

over the deputy clerkship.
50 Years Ago, August 9, 1973 to August 15, 1973

A federal crime commission urged all states to outlaw handguns except for law en-
�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�Q�W�� �D�Q�G�� �P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �R�I�À�F�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �W�R�� �V�H�L�]�H�� �D�O�O�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �L�Q�� �F�L�Y�L�O�L�D�Q�� �K�D�Q�G�V���� �7�K�H�� �F�R�P-
mission said that by January 1, 1983, all states should prohibit the possession, sale, 
manufacture and importation of handguns.
The Humboldt public schools were set to open on August 24 at 8:30 a.m. for the 

1973-74 school year.
�7�K�H���À�Y�H���S�L�H�F�H���D�O�O���J�L�U�O���E�D�Q�G���9�L�[�H�Q���Z�D�V���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�X�D�U�G���%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P��

9-12 p.m. Entry was two dollars a head and was put on by the Reformers Car Club.
Ten members of the Williamsville Happy Go Lucky Club were entertained at the 

home of Vic Merz. Stan Duerfeldt, president, presided at the meeting and Sue Sickel, 
secretary, called the roll.
Benard Schawang organized a group of volunteers to clean and mow the Fargo cem-

etery. Those helping included Paul, Steve, Leon, Frank, Lester, Roy and Ralph Scha-
wang, Danny Scholl, Larry and Jon Bauman and Ed and Ralph Santo.
Four miles north of Verdon, on the farm of A.F. James and Sons, a new silo stretched 

into the sky. The new structure was the largest and tallest metal, glass-lined silo built 
in the state of Nebraska. The silo was 90 feet tall and could hold 900 tons of haylage 
or 1,500 tons of corn silage.
Many major banks across the country increased their prime lending rate to 9.5 per-

cent, driving the Dow Jones down to 892.38.
Jane Rieschick, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Rieschick, was elected national 

president of the Cardinal Key, a national honor society.
Bloodmobile workers were deeply concerned over the future of the county’s partic-

ipation in the Red Cross revolving blood bank as the blood-collecting effort fell 31 
pints short of expectations.
Four young men from Falls City have decided to join the seminary in preparation for 

the Catholic priesthood. Enrolling were Mike Cowles, Brian Casey, Mark Santo and 
Stephen Hoffmann.
Approximately 300 persons attended the Richardson County Feeder and Breeders 

Association’s 13th annual steak cookout at the Verdon State Lake.
Tom Aitken Jr. announced that the Falls City High School annuals had been received 

and would be distributed the following evening. Nick Ferguson was the editor of the 
annual and assistant editors were Janis Mullins and Rosie Jones.

25 Years Ago, August 9, 1998 to August 15, 1998
Stefan A. Hussenoeder, formerly of Falls City, received his Doctoral degree in 

Oceanography/Marin Geophysics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology/
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institute joint program in Oceanography and Ocean En-
gineering.
The Nebraska State College System’s board of trustees approved the capital budget 

request for a $5.1 million library and renovation project at Peru State College.
Navy Airman Byron E. Watson, son of Arlinda Watson, participated in a change of 

home port ceremony aboard the aircraft carrier USS Independence.
Dennis Prichard and Sue Ebel were honored at the 31st annual Nebraska Coach-

es Association Awards and Recognition Banquet. Prichard was named Girls’ Track 
Coach of the Year and Ebel was recognized for leading the Irish to a state volleyball 
championship.
The Falls City Junior Girls All-Stars defeated Hiawatha 12-8. Top hitters for FC in-

cluded Kathy Lock and Alicia Henry, who each doubled.
Pizza Hut advertised two medium single-topping pizzas for $12.99. It also encour-

aged patrons to come try the new Fiesta Taco Pizza.
�7�K�H�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �(�O�N�V�� �/�R�G�J�H�� �Z�R�Q�� �À�U�V�W�� �S�O�D�F�H�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���<�R�X�W�K��

Week Contest brochure contest for the 30th time in 35 years. Exalted Ruler Jim Wis-
dom accepted the award at the Grand Lodge session in Anaheim, California.
Richardson County Commissioner Gayle Swisegood was elected vice president of 

�W�K�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���&�R�X�Q�W�\���2�I�À�F�L�D�O�V��
B.K. and Anne Brott attended the “Hands in Motion” camp in Lexington. Sponsored 

by the Presbyterian Church, the camp was designed for families and friends of deaf 
or hard-of-hearing children.
Lunch specials at Ken’s Pharmacy included a cheeseburger and fruit for $2.49 and a 

BBQ beef sandwich and potato salad for $2.49.
Southeast Consolidated athlete Wes Haveman entered fall camp as Peru State Col-

lege’s number-one quarterback.
The Falls City Area Chamber of Commerce announced that over 55 vendors had 

registered for the Cobblestone Festival. Vendors ranged from a petting zoo to dunking 
booths and even a car demolition.
Falls City Lanes advertised a special price for practice. Bowlers could roll games 

from August 10 to August 20 for just $1.00 per game.
Brown’s Shoe Fit Co. was having a back-to-school bargain sale. Nikes were $10 off 

on shoes $49.95 and up and all Nike caps, bags and socks were 10% off.

Karst 

Reunion

Sun., Aug. 13
12:30 pm

@
Stanton’s Lake

(Continued from Page 1)
�D�Q�G�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�V��
with cyber-attacks.”
Fischer touched on the 

importance of staying 
off sites such as Tic Tok, 
which the Chinese al-
legedly use to gather data. 
She stated that it collects 
information about every-
one who watches TikTok, 
such as likes and dislikes.
“In a few years’ time, 

they’ll be able to use so-
�F�L�D�O�� �P�H�G�L�D�� �W�R�� �L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H��
the thought patterns of 
people here in the Unit-
ed States,” said Senator 
Fischer.
The Senator has also 

worked hard on getting 
broadband into areas that 
don’t currently have ac-
cess to it.
“It’s a resource the gov-

ernment provides that ev-
ery citizen should have 
access to,” said Fischer.
Fischer noted she voted 

for the Infrastructure Bill, 
which included money to 
deploy broadband. Over 
$400 million is headed 
to Nebraska to help with 
the deployment of broad-
band thanks to the Infra-
structure Bill.
“To be able to take ad-

vantage of all the tech-
nology that is out there 
in precision agriculture, 
you have to have access 
to broadband,” said the 
Senator.
Senator Fischer stressed 

the importance of work-
ing together, saying there 
are many bills passed 
with bipartisan support.
“For example, the Na-

tional Defense Autho-

“There are good things 
going on; we just need 

to point those out”
rization Act passed out 
of the Armed Services 
Committee with only 
one no vote; it passed 
the Senate with only 11 
no votes,” said Fischer. 
“It provides for our mil-
itary men and women; it 
gives them the resources 
they need.”
Fisher also stated that 

the Farm Bill current-
ly being discussed will 
emerge from the Senate 
with strong bipartisan 
support. The Infrastruc-
ture Bill was also passed 
with several Republican 
votes.
“I’ve always support-

ed infrastructure,” said 
Fisher. “From the time 
I was in the Nebraska 
Legislature, I believe it’s 
a core responsibility of 
government; it’s an in-
vestment in the future.”
The Senator was born 

in Lincoln and has been 
active in politics since 
serving on the Valen-
tine Rural High School 
Board of Education from 
1990-2004. She also 
served in the Unicameral 
from 2005-2012 before 
becoming the third wom-
an to represent Nebraska 
as a U.S. Senator.

The Richardson County 4-H & FFA Market Animal & Static 
Exhibitors would like to say “THANK YOU” to these businesses and/
or individuals for their support at the 2023 Richardson County Junior 

Fair Livestock and Static Support Auctions, where 37 livestock 
exhibitors and 18 static exhibitors participated. Your support of the 

4-H program and the 4-H members is greatly appreciated! 

Ag Partners Cooperative 
Auburn State Bank 
Brewer Fertilizer 
Bruna Implement 

Community Insurance 
Group Crook Farms 

Dan Scholl Seed 
Denise Schawang 

Dorr & Clark Funeral Home 
Doug Ramsey 

El Camino Electric 
Eugene Volker

�&�˜�D�������v�l�� 

Falls City Mercantile 
Farm & City Supply 

Frederick Farms 
Frontier Bank 

Goff Farms Halbert & 
Dunn Handley Law 
Harmon’s OK Tire 

Hullman’s Ford Jake 
Rieger Farms Jerry 

Duerfeldt 

JT Farm Service 
Lewis Implement 

Moose Bletscher Trucking 
Robert Aitken, CPA 
Rock Creek Quilt Co. 
Scheitel Feed & Seed 
Seeba Transportation 

Southeast NE Communications 
Southeast NE Insurance 

Agency The Painted Tortoise 
Triple S Construction 

Wertenberger Custom Milling 

Communities 
�E�H�Q�H�À�W���Z�K�H�Q��
consumers 
shop local

(Continued from Page 1)
nomics, local eateries re-
turn nearly 79 percent 
of revenue to the com-
munity, compared to just 
over 30 percent for chain 
restaurants. Overall, for 
every $100 spent at a lo-
cal business, around $73 
remains in the community, 
verus roughly $43 when 
shopping at a non-locally 
owned business.

Get a personal touch
Local business owners 

typically are inclined to 
go the extra mile for their 
customers and are person-
ally invested in the ser-
vices and products they 
are selling. As a result, 
shopping locally tends to 
be a personalized experi-
ence. Furthermore, a local 
business owner may be 
more amenable to order-
�L�Q�J�� �S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �V�S�H�F�L�À�F��
clientele. Such personal-
ized service is typically 
not accessible when shop-
ping big box stores or oth-
er shops where owners are 
off-site.

Lines are short
Waiting in long lines 

for checkout or to pick up 
merchandise ordered on-
line can drain consumers’ 
energy and contribute to 
stress. Local businesses 
tend to have short lines 
and small crowds, which 
can lead to a more pleas-
ant shopping experience. 

Generates tax revenue
Local businesses gen-

erate more tax revenue 
per sales dollar, accord-
ing to Rubicon, a digital 
marketplace for waste 
and recycling businesses. 
Taxes paid by local small 
businesses go to support 
schools, parks, roads, and 
other programs that bene-
�À�W���W�K�H���F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���D�V���Z�H�O�O��

�6�X�S�S�R�U�W���Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W�V
Local businesses of-

ten support good work in 
the community, such as 
�Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W�� �J�U�R�X�S�V���� �7�K�H�V�H��
can include schools and 
sports teams, among oth-
er groups. According to 
Dr. Sue Lynn Sasser, pro-
fessor of economics at 
the University of Central 
Oklahoma, studies indi-
�F�D�W�H�� �Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W�V�� �´�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H��
250 percent more support 
from small businesses 
than larger ones.”

Support other local 
businesses

Local business support 
other local businesses by 
buying and selling among 
each other. A local, inde-
pendently owned restau-
rant may source its ingre-
dients from local farms, 
which means visitors to 
such eateries are support-
ing multiple local busi-
nesses each time they dine 
out.

Small businesses are 
a boon to the economy, 
particularly local econo-
mies. These enterprises 
help their communities in 
a multitude of ways. 


