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Due to Independence Day print 
schedules, the deadline for the  
July 5, 2023 Falls City Journal 
will be  Thursday, June 29, 2023 
by 1:00 p.m.
The publication date and de-

livery schedule will remain the 
same. 
The office of the Falls City 

Journal will be closed on Mon-
day, July 3 and Tuesday, July 4. 
Have a safe and happy Indepen-

dence Day. 

Journal deadline 
change due to 

Independence Day Over the last several months, the Richardson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice has been investigating a series of thefts that occurred within the 
City of Falls City and rural Richardson County. The thefts occurred 
between October 4, 2022, and December 8, 2022.
During the investigation, deputies conducted numerous interviews 

and traveled as far away as Jefferson City, Missouri. Hundreds of 
hours were spent on this investigation. The report documenting this 
case is over 600 pages.
As a result, deputies identified a group that primarily targeted cata-

lytic converters and pickups. The group committed numerous thefts 
around northwest Missouri and the surrounding area, including 
Richardson and Nemaha Counties.
While not a substantial number in the grand scheme, it was deter-

mined that the group cut off and stole at least 18 catalytic converters 

Richardson Co. Sheriff’s Dept. identify 
individuals involved in series of thefts

Last weekend, the grand re-opening and transi-
tion of the Falls City Sun Mart to Family Fare 
was celebrated.
Family Fare stores have been a part of local 

communities for over 60 years.
By transitioning Sun Mart and No Frills stores 

into Family Fare stores, local communities 
around Nebraska will access promotions under 
the same ownership.
On Saturday, Family Fare hosted a commu-

nity event with the proceeds going to Falls City 

Public Schools and Falls City Sacred Heart. The 
event was well attended, with several hundred 
people attending. The TSMF (Tanner Shelby 
Merz Foundation) foundation did a kid’s ‘ hole 
tournament in the parking lot along with other 
events like donkey rides by Mark and Julie Col-
lier, snow cones by Katie’s Tropical Snow and a 
balloon artist. 
The raffle ticket purchases awarded several 

Family Fare gift cards, a Husker chair, a Travis 
Kelce jersey, and a $500.00 gift card grand prize.

Family Fare celebrates grand re-opening

  RIBBON CUTTING, Front, L-R: Sara Ruiz, Maggie Pagnano, Angie Phroper, Maren Pagnano and 
Amber Holle. Back row: Carlos Schulenberg, Calvin Buck, Quinnten Beckner, Rachel Rowell, Ash-
ley Morely, Susie Kreifels, April Butrick, Nia Crawford, Chase Brown, Bruce Coonce, Gary Couch, 
Chris Hernandez, Silas Amanullah, Jon Craig, Bryson Butrick, Makenzie Richbourg, Alex Miller, 
Gabriel Stevens.

The 2023 Falls City Hot Air Bal-
loon Festival was canceled due to 
the forecast of thunderstorms and 
high winds.
Amber Holle stated on social 

media last week, “Safety of our 
guests and pilots is our first prior-
ity.  With many of our pilots, ven-
dors and attendees driving mul-
tiple hours to come to Falls City, 
it makes the most sense to call it 
off now.”
Tickets purchased online will be 

refunded to your account. 
Holle told the Journal soon be-

fore the cancelation that prepara-
tion starts in January.  A number 
of steps are taken to prep in the 
months leading up to the Festival. 
A budget is set for expenses such 

as advertising and entertainment. 
She then puts out a call for pilots 
interested in participating. Enter-
tainment such as the band and this 
year, the mega-kites were booked.
Food vendors are contacted early 

so they can plan mark the date on 
their calendars and plan around 

By Nikki McKim
His name was William Johnson and he was only 31 when he passed 

away from anaplastic astrocytoma and glioblastoma. 
A young life that touched so many through love and service to his 

country resulted in a sizeable momentary donation to the Richard-
son County Cancer Fund (RCCF).
California resident Rohn Rookstool had become friends with Bill’s 

parents before he was born. 
“They were all car gearheads; they were car people,” said Bill’s 

mom, Jackie Johnson. “That’s how they cemented the relationship.”
Bill’s dad, Larry, had known Rohn since high school and lived with 

him before he went into the Navy and the two remained very close 
throughout the years, with Rohn visiting the Johnsons every year. 

RC Cancer Fund receives 
generous donation in memory 

of William Johnson 

  William “Bill” Johnson “on top of the world,” at McMurdo Sta-
tion, a U.S. Antartic research station on the south tip of Ross Island 
in the 90’s.

A packed house at Seid’s Event Center north of town was treated 
to a special musical treat on Friday night. Sponsored by the Richard-
son County Arts and Humanities Council, a special tribute to Merle 
and Marcia Stalder featured live music from Dr. David von Behren 
(pictured above on left) and the group Terminally Hip, a jazz a ca-
pella quartet featuring Falls City native Amalia Morehead LaViolette 
(pictured above on right). The night was also made possible by trib-
ute sponsors F&M Bank, The Falls City Journal, Butch and Dobey 
Haws, John and Kathy Martin, Bart and Gayle Keller, Julie Bauman 
and Neal and Marie Parsons. 
Dr. von Behren is the Assistant University Organist and Choirmas-

ter of the Memorial Church at Harvard University. LaViolette earned 
a BME degree from the University of Nebraska and was a founding 
member of The Jeweltones. Both have performed numerous times in 
the Falls City area. 
Emcee June Bowers opened the night by thanking the members of 

the Arts Council who helped put the event on. 
Dr. David von Behren, playing his violin and accompanied by his 

mother, Glenda, on the piano, opened the program with five songs. 
He ended the night by thanking June Bowers for coordinating and 

inviting him to the event and to all those in attendance. 
“Thanks to all of you for being here tonight, for supporting the arts 

in our community. This is so important; this is my life and I am grate-
ful that you prioritize this so much in our area in southeast Nebraska.” 
The a capella group Terminally Hip then made their way to the 

stage, taking the crowd on a wild ride from Christmas music to mod-
ern tunes such as “All About That Base” and the crowd-pleasing 
“Take a Chance on Me.” 
On Saturday morning, a special viewing of works from the late 

Merle and Marcia Stalder collection took place at the Stalder Gallery 
in the Falls City Library and Arts Center. (Story & photos by Brian McKim)

Stalder Tribute held at Seid’s Event Center

Hot Air Balloon 
Festival canceled
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: AT THE MOVIES

DOWN
1. Not intellectually deep
2. ____pilot
3. Holly family
4. *Kate Hudson’s “____ Famous” 
(2000)
5. Put someone in a bind (2 words)
6. Modified leaf
7. Tick-born disease
8. Ralph Lauren’s inspiration
9. Puts two and two together
10. “Owner of a Lonely Heart” 
band
12. Vandalize
13. Pitchers
14. *Tub contents
19. Behave like a coquette
22. Comes before first Mississippi
23. Bracelet add-on
24. Barrel racing meet
25. Think tank output, pl.
26. *Widescreen cinematography 
abbreviation
27. Dimmer, e.g.
28. Do penance
29. Re-establish
32. Neuter
33. Investment option acronym
36. *Movie ad
38. Boredom
40. *Upcharge for an online ticket 
purchase, e.g.
41. Aerie baby
44. Pine
46. Indicate
48. *Movie theater, e.g.
49. Set of eight
50. Teenager’s breakout
51. Land of Israel
52. X-ray units
53. Wraths
54. Type of tide
55. *Like a bloody horror movie
56. Short of Isaac

ACROSS
1.  Mother Earth, to Ancient Greeks
5. Barrel, unit
8. Foot the bill
11. Quiet time
12. Nemo’s forgetful friend
13. Horace’s poem
15. One thing on a list
16. Ophthamologist’s check-up, 
e.g.
17. Range of hills in England, pl.
18. *Ticket booth (2 words)
20. “Odyssey,” e.g.
21. Biased perspective
22. Azog or Bolg in Tolkien’s Mo-
ria
23. *Siskel or Ebert
26. To the degree
30. Brick and mortar carrier
31. Governing authority
34. Key component of a loan
35. Highly skilled
37. E in CE or BCE
38. “____ ____ a high note”
39. End of the line
40. Like certain yellowish hair col-
or
42. Compass bearing
43. Ambled
45. Warhol or Samberg, formally
47. Churchill’s sign
48. Anna Wintour’s magazine
50. “Heat of the Moment” band
52. *Like some seats
56. More slippery
57. Initial bet in poker
58. Popular dunking cookie
59. “Little ____ fact”
60. Simon and Gurfunkel, e.g.
61. *Sentimental movie, or 
____-jerker
62. Literary “even”
63. *Shooting location
64. ESPN award

One small step for prison reform in the face of new prison construction

Capitol View
Nebraska Press 

Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

So, this is prison reform? 
At this point, it’s something 
and we’ll cling to every lit-
tle bit of it while the Repub-
lican majority anticipates 
the building of a new pris-
on, which will do little, if 
anything, to alleviate over-
crowding
An omnibus bill spon-

sored by Omaha Sen. Jus-
tin Wayne and signed into 
law by Governor Jim Pillen 
creates several programs 
intended to improve the 
state’s criminal justice sys-
tem, including a program 
to expand problem-solving 
courts, a pilot program to 
establish parole-violation 
residential housing and a 
probationer incentive pro-
gram.
In the waning days of the 

most unusual 2023 session, 
Wayne’s original bill was 
amended by more than a 
dozen other bills tagged 
along for the ride. One was 
a Wayne bill dealing with 
habitual criminal enhance-
ment and parole eligibility.
That key piece of legis-

lation sets the mandatory 
minimum term for a habitu-
al offender and calls for two 
criminal defense attorneys 
with at least 10 years’ ex-
perience to be appointed by 
the governor to the newly 
created Nebraska Sentenc-
ing Reform Task Force.
As originally introduced 

by former Lincoln Sen. Su-
zanne Geist who resigned 
before the session was over 
to mount what proved to be 
an unsuccessful run for Lin-
coln Mayor, the measure 
also expands problem-solv-
ing courts, a pilot program 
to establish parole-violation 
residential housing and cre-
ation of a probationer in-
centive program.
A highly controversial 

provision which drew 
lengthy first round debate 
and was later amended to 
address concerns of op-
ponents would allow an 
offender who is serving a 
maximum sentence of 20 
years to be parole eligible at 
least two years prior to their 
mandatory discharge date 
and would allow an offend-
er who is serving a sentence 
over 20 years to be parole 
eligible after having served 
80 percent of the term pri-
or to their mandatory dis-
charge date.
The mandatory minimum 

term for a habitual offend-
er would be three years and 
the maximum term would 
be no more than the maxi-
mum term given or twenty 
years — whichever is great-
er — for qualified offend-
ers. Individuals who have 
committed offenses related 
to fire-arms, violence or sex 
crimes would be excluded 

from those provisions.
Wayne said the amend-

ed measure gives inmates 
a larger window in which 
to become parole eligible, 
addressing concerns over 
“jamming out” — a term 
used to describe when an 
offender exhausts their sen-
tence without the opportu-
nity for parole or supervi-
sion.
“One year doesn’t make a 

difference on a 20-year sen-
tence, but one year being 
supervised makes … a dif-
ference,” Wayne said. “We 
have to supervise people on 
the back end.”
Lincoln Sen. Danielle 

Conrad supported the bill 
because the changes address 
Nebraska’s prison over-
crowding crisis. Research 
shows that providing more 
reentry support reduces the 
likelihood that offenders 
will commit new crimes, 
she said, which would keep 
Nebraskans safer.
“Over 90 percent of [of-

fenders] are going to return 
to our communities,” Con-
rad said. “When they return 
to our communities, they 
need to have hope. They 
need to have help.”
The bill, which lawmak-

ers passed one day after 
five guards at the Recep-
tion and Treatment Center 
in Lincoln were stabbed by 
three inmates armed with 
homemade weapons, in-
cludes a measure offered by 
Gordon Sen. Tom Brewer 
that requires the Nebraska 
Department of Correction-
al Services to provide sta-

bresistant protective vests 
to each corrections officer. 
Timing is everything.
It’s important to under-

stand that without continu-
ing reforms, Nebraska will 
likely not lose its unfor-
tunate designation as the 
nation’s most overcrowd-
ed prison system and the 
dream of one new prison to 
solve the problem will lead 

to the necessity for two new 
facilities.
Kudos to those senators 

who have chosen to move 
ahead with talk of some-
thing other than building 
another prison.   
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	
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are of their opinion and not those of the Falls City Journal or it’s staff unless explicitly written by a staff member. 

Right or Wrong....
....it’s my opinion

By: Brian McKim

I knew “grandpa Virgil” for years, long before I began my 
career covering sports in the area. Virgil would pull into our 
shop almost every day during the summer to show off the gi-
ant catfish he had hauled in, often nearly the same size as him. 
As his fishing diminished with age, he began spending more 
time at Midtown and that’s where we would strike up long con-
versations about Nebraska football, Royals baseball and a little 
Chiefs or Husker volleyball news.

Virg always knew what play should have been called instead 
of whatever the head coach called. His favorite topic to talk 
(complain) about was the Kansas City Royals. Even when 
things were good in 2014 and 2015, Virg would tear apart man-
ager Ned Yost. He especially loved to criticize the decisions 
Ned made regarding pitching. Why did he pull the starter after 
only six innings? Why didn’t he remove the pitcher immediate-
ly? He had to know it wasn’t his day.

Recently he loved watching the Kansas City Chiefs, as most 
of the area has. I stopped by one Sunday afternoon last fall to 
visit, and not being a Chiefs fan, I didn’t realize I was interrupt-
ing the game. Our conversation didn’t last long as it was hard to 
hear each other over the television. Virg had the game turned up 
so loud that neighbors three blocks away could probably listen 
to it. I told him I’d just come back later.

I will miss our long debates about the Huskers, but especially 
about Royals baseball. Baseball was my first love and I thor-
oughly enjoyed my daily discussions on how we would have 
managed the previous night’s game. Virgil Simpson passed 
away at the age of 98 on May 31, 2023. God bless Virg and 
Let’s Go Royals and Go Big Red.

In other local news, All-American pitcher Jordy Bahl from 
the National Champion Oklahoma Sooner’s softball team an-
nounced she was entering the transfer portal last week and on 
Thursday morning announced that she had landed at Nebraska. 
Bahl, a Papillion-La Vista grad, was part of two title teams in 
Norman. The signing of Bahl could cause ripple effects in the 
program, proving to be precisely what the Big Red needs to take 
the next step. Nebraska finished the 2023 season with a 36-22 
record, including a 13-10 conference mark. In her two seasons 
at Oklahoma, Bahl posted a 44-2 record, including a 22-1 mark 
this year with a 0.90 ERA. The twenty-year-old will have two 
seasons to compete for the Big Red. In high school, Bahl led 
Papillion to three consecutive Class A softball championships 
and was named the Nebraska Softball Player of the Year twice.

On the volleyball court, Nebraska welcomes back Jordan Lar-
son. Larson will join the coaching staff in September after her 
time playing for Team USA is finished. Larson led the Big Red 
to the national championship in 2006 and she played on the 
2012, 2016 and 2020 Olympic teams.

Maybe Coach John Cook is setting Larson up to take over the 
program when he decides to hang it up. Cook has been a coach 
at Nebraska since 1999 and has a career record of 809 wins 
against 171 losses, including a 656-98 mark at Nebraska.

Larson played for Logan View High School in high school, 
setting a Class C1 state record with over 15 kills per game. Lar-
son was named to the Super-State first team in her sophomore, 
junior and senior seasons. Larson led Team USA to a gold med-
al at the 2020 Olympics in Tokyo.

Freshman-to-be Malachi Coleman, a product of Lincoln East 
High School and Huskers signee, was featured on The Kelly 
Clarkson show in early June. Malachi and his sister grew up in 
the foster system but moved in with Craig and Miranda Cole-
man in 2015 and by November of that same year, the Colemans 
adopted the siblings.

Now Malachi is using his Name Image Likeness deal to give 
back to the program that helped him and his sister. His “Fly 
Like Chi” brand raises money, with all proceeds going towards 
bettering the foster care system.

On that day in early June, Kelly Clarkson surprised Malachi 
and his family with a check for $15,000 to go towards helping 
his program, courtesy of Dude Wipes. Coleman said he wants 
to be known for more than just being a football player; he wants 
to be known “as an amazing human being.” It sounds to me like 
he’s off to a great start.

Nebraska baseball coach Will Boldt announced the hiring of 
former Husker pitching coach and current Director of Player 
Development Rob Childress. Childress coached pitchers at Ne-
braska from 1998 to 2005 and spent 16 years as the head coach 
at Texas A&M. During his time at Nebraska the first stint, the 
Huskers made the postseason six times, including three trips to 
the College World Series. Childress will coach the pitchers after 
Jeff Christy was relieved of his duties in early June.

So much good going on in the state recently; it’s a great time 
to be a Husker fan.
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Richardson Co. Sheriff’s Department identify 
individuals involved in series of thefts

(Continued from Page 1)
in and around Falls City. 
They also stole three trucks, 
two from rural Richardson 
County. The estimated to-
tal for the trucks and all 
catalytic converters was 
$153,261. One individual 
had to spend over $20,000 
to replace catalytic con-
verters on their vehicles. 
Fortunately, all three vehi-
cles have been recovered.
The investigation resulted 

in 24 arrest warrants for six 
individuals. 
�%�H�O�R�Z�� �\�R�X�� �Z�L�O�O�� �À�Q�G�� �W�K�H��

dates on which crimes oc-
curred in or around Falls 
City, Nebraska, along with 
the values of the thefts and 
�G�D�P�D�J�H�����<�R�X���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���À�Q�G��
the suspects, their charges, 
and the dates of the crimes 
for which they are ac-
cused. All suspects are 
presumed innocent until 
proven guilty.
 Current Estimated Total: 

$153,261. Approximately 
$109,464 in vehicles and 
tools.
October 4, 2022: 2018 

Chevrolet K2500 ($28,000) 
recovered in Kansas City, 
MO.
October 28, 2022: 2011 

Dodge Ram ($16,464) 
recovered in St. Joseph, 
MO.
December 8, 2022: 2012 

Dodge Ram + Tools 
($65,000+) recovered in 
Craig, MO.
Approximately $43,797 

in at least 18 catalytic 
converter thefts, October 
4, 2022 ($9,187), Octo-
ber 28, 2022 ($9,256) 
and November 29, 2022 
($25,354).
David Sprague Jr.: In 

Custody at Buchanan 
County, Missouri Jail.
October 4, 2022: Theft by 

Unlawful Taking $5,000+ 
(Class 2A Felony), 2018 
Chevrolet K2500; Theft 
by Unlawful Taking 
$1,500 to $4,999 (Class 
4 Felony); Criminal Mis-
chief, Falls City busi-
ness catalytic convert-
ers; Theft by Unlawful 
Taking $1,500 to $4,999 
(Class 4 Felony); Crim-
inal Mischief $0-$500, 
Falls City health care pro-
vider catalytic converter;  
Theft by Unlawful Tak-
ing $500-$1,499 (Class 1 
Misdemeanor); Criminal 
Mischief $0-$500, motor-
home catalytic converter; 
Theft by Unlawful Taking 
$500 to $1,499 (Class 1 
Misdemeanor); Criminal 
Mischief $0-$500 (Class 3 
Misdemeanor), Falls City 
public service bus catalyt-
ic converter.
October 28, 2022: Theft 

by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Fel-
ony), 2011 Dodge Ram 
truck; Theft by Unlawful 
Taking $5,000+ (Class 
2A Felony); Criminal 
Mischief $500 to $1,499 
(Class 2 Misdemeanor), 
Falls City business cata-
lytic converters.
November 29, 2022: 

Theft by Unlawful Taking 
$1,500 to $4,999 (Class 
4 Felony); Criminal Mis-
chief of Public Service 
(Class 4 Felony), State 
of Nebraska owned cata-
lytic converters; Theft by 
Unlawful Taking $5,000+ 
(Class 2A Felony); Crim-
inal Mischief $1,500 to 
$4,999 (Class 1 Misde-
meanor), Falls City busi-
ness catalytic converters.
December 8, 2022: Theft 

by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Felo-
ny), 2012 Dodge Ram.
Jessica Beltz: In Custody 

at Richardson County Jail.
October 4, 2022: Theft 

by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Felo-
ny), 2018 Chevrolet Sil-
verado K2500 ($28,000); 
Theft by Unlawful Taking 
$1,500 to $4,999 (Class 
4 Felony); Criminal Mis-
chief, Falls City busi-
ness catalytic converters; 
Theft by Unlawful Taking 
$1,500 to $4,999 (Class 
4 Felony), Criminal Mis-
chief $0-$500, Falls City 
health care provider cat-
alytic converter; Theft by 
Unlawful Taking $1,500 
to $4,999 (Class 4 Fel-
ony), motorhome cata-
lytic converter; Theft by 
Unlawful Taking $500 to 
$1,499 (Class 1 Misde-
meanor); Criminal Mis-
chief $0 to $500 (Class 3 
Misdemeanor), Falls City 
public service catalytic 
converter.
Scott Robinson: In Custo-

dy at Missouri Department 
of Corrections.
October 4, 2022: Theft by 

Unlawful Taking $1,500 to 
$4,999 (Class 4 Felony); 
Criminal Mischief $500-
$1,499, Falls City business 
catalytic converters; Con-
spiracy to Commit a Class 
4 Felony--Theft $1,500 to 
$4,999 (Class 4
Felony), Falls City health 

care provider catalytic con-
verter; Theft by Unlawful 
Taking $500-$1,499 (Class 
1 Misdemeanor); Criminal 
Mischief $0-$500 (Class 
3 Misdemeanor), motor-
home catalytic converter; 
Aiding and Abetting-Theft 
$500 to $1,499 (Class 1 
Misdemeanor);  Criminal 
Mischief $0-$500 (Class 3 
Misdemeanor), Falls City 
public service catalytic 
converter.
Lucifer Jones: In Custody 

at Buchanan County, Mis-
souri Jail.
November 29, 2022:  Aid-

ing and Abetting Theft by 
Unlawful Taking $1,500 to 
$4,999 (Class 4
Felony); Aiding and 

Abetting Criminal Mis-
chief OF Public Service(-
Class 4 Felony),  State of 
Nebraska owned catalytic 
converters;  Theft by Un-
lawful Taking $5,000+ 
(Class 2A Felony); Crim-
inal Mischief $1,500 to 
$4,999 (Class 1 Misde-
meanor),  Falls City busi-
ness catalytic converters; 

Theft by Receiving Stolen 
Property $1,500 to $4,999 
(Class 4 Felony),  Postal 
service catalytic converter.
Chase Engel: In Custody 

at Richardson County Jail.
December 8, 2022: Theft 

by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Fel-
ony), 2012 Dodge Ram 
truck.
Ian Ashworth: Not In 

Custody.
October 28, 2022: Theft 

by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Fel-
ony), 2011 Dodge Ram 
truck; Aiding and Abetting 
Theft by Unlawful Taking 
$5,000+ (Class 2A Felo-
ny); Aiding and Abetting 
Criminal Mischief $500 
to $1,499 (Class 2 Misde-
meanor), Falls City busi-
ness catalytic converters.
The Richardson Co. Sher-

iff’s Department thanks 
the citizens who assisted 
with this case and the St. 
Joseph Police Department, 
Nemaha County Sheriff’s 
�2�I�À�F�H���� �+�R�O�W�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\���� �0�2��
�6�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V�� �2�I�À�F�H���� �.�D�Q�V�D�V��
City, MO Police Depart-
ment, and Lincoln Po-
lice Department Forensic 
�,�G�H�Q�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���8�Q�L�W��

BUILDING  PERMITS

Bobby Lock, 1423 Lane 
St., replace sidewalk; 
$4,960.00.
Otto and Joan E Stice, 

2103 Crook St., install 
wood fence; $14,000.00.
Keith and Tina Adams, 

509 Fulton St., replace 
sidewalk; $1,664.00.

75 Years Ago, June 21, 1948 to June 27, 1948
The Rev. C. E. Nichols, pastor of the Evangelical United Brethren Church in Dawson 

for seven years, was transferred to Murdock.
An ad in the Journal offered $25 for information regarding the destruction of a bath-

room at Cochran’s Café.
�0�U�����D�Q�G���0�U�V�����&�H�F�L�O���+�D�W�À�H�O�G���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\�����Z�K�H�U�H���0�U�����+�D�W�À�H�O�G���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���S�O�D�\�L�Q�J��

�L�Q���W�K�H�������W�K���7�U�D�Q�V���0�L�V�V�L�V�V�L�S�S�L���*�R�O�I���7�R�X�U�Q�H�\���D�W���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�L�R�Q���+�L�O�O�V���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���&�O�X�E��
A 120-acre farm southeast of Stella, well improved and with electricity, was on the 

market for $15,000.
At the Falls City Council meeting, it was revealed the need to construct new water 

wells on Lock Island, south of Rulo, along the Missouri River. The four wells in use 
were capable of producing 1,350,000 gallons per day.
�$���W�Z�L�V�W�H�U���V�W�U�X�F�N���W�K�H���W�R�Z�Q���R�I���+�R�U�W�R�Q�����.�6�����F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�V�W�L�P�D�W�H�G���������������������G�D�P�D�J�H�����7�K�H��

tornado cut a path 300 yards wide as it made its way northeast through town.
�)�R�X�U�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �Z�R�U�N�H�U�V�� �R�Q�� �D�� �0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L�� �3�D�F�L�À�F�� �W�U�D�L�Q�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�� �6�W���� �0�D�U�\�·�V�� �+�R�V�S�L�W�D�O�� �L�Q��

Nebraska City after the caboose they were riding in was picked up and thrown down 
�D�Q���H�P�E�D�Q�N�P�H�Q�W���E�\���D���W�R�U�Q�D�G�R�����7�K�R�V�H���L�Q�M�X�U�H�G���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���:�L�O�O�L�D�P���-�R�Q�H�V�����:���+�����$�O�O�H�Q�����&�D�U�O��
�'�L�O�O�G�L�Q�H���D�Q�G���+�����%�����´�3�H�W�H�µ���6�W�X�U�P�V��
�0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\���:�D�U�G���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�G���D���V�D�O�H���R�Q���P�R�W�R�U���R�L�O�����)�R�U�����������������\�R�X���J�R�W���À�Y�H���T�X�D�U�W�V���R�I���R�L�O����

tax included.
�$�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �S�L�F�Q�L�F�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �2���$���� �&�R�R�S�H�U�� �&�R�P�S�D�Q�\�� �L�Q�� �+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���� �*�X�\�� �&�R�R�S�H�U���� �6�U������

announced a wage increase and a new health and insurance program under which the 
company assumed payment of all premiums.
Mayor Steve Bachman of Rulo tendered the city council his resignation, giving up the 

post he was recently elected to for business reasons. Councilperson Clifford E. Sells, 
president of the council, was named acting mayor.
Gil Dodds, the nation’s main hope in the 1,500-meter run in the upcoming Olympics, 

ran a 3:49.6 at Boston College, only :01.8 seconds slower than the Olympic record.
Per pupil costs in Nebraska increased 98% over the previous ten years in rural commu-

nities. Per pupil costs for rural students went from $62.69 per year to $182.33. City per 
pupil costs rose from $68.94 to $156.08.
�(�X�J�H�Q�H���´�5�X�V�W�\�µ���:�L�W�W���G�U�R�Y�H���D���E�D�O�O���W�R���U�L�J�K�W���À�H�O�G���W�R���O�L�I�W���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���W�R���D�����������Z�L�Q���R�Y�H�U���+�D�P-

burg, IA, in 15 innings.
50 Years Ago, June 21, 1973 to June 27, 1973

�)�R�U���W�K�H���W�H�Q�W�K���F�R�Q�V�H�F�X�W�L�Y�H���\�H�D�U�����W�K�H���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�I���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���K�R�V�W�H�G���D���)�R�X�U�W�K��
of July celebration, and the Quad County Pork Producers and Porkettes hosted the sev-
enth annual pork barbecue.
Three-year-old Lori Malcolm was crowned Miss Falls City in the Bikini Bathing 

Beauty contest in Fun-O-Rama days. Second place went to Angie Kiekhaefer, while 
Julie Bebermeyer won third.
�7�K�H���´�*�U�H�H�Q���7�K�X�P�E�H�U�V���µ���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���V�X�S�H�U�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���+�D�U�Y�H�\���7�D�I�W�����Z�H�U�H���S�D�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���H�Y�H�U�\-

thing in sight in Falls City. The group had painted the swimming pool and bathhous-
�H�V�����W�K�H���S�O�D�\�J�U�R�X�Q�G���H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W�����W�K�H���V�K�H�O�W�H�U���K�R�X�V�H�����S�L�F�Q�L�F���W�D�E�O�H�V�����E�H�Q�F�K�H�V�����W�U�D�V�K���E�D�U�U�H�O�V����
bleachers and the fence around the big diamond at the ballpark. The crew members 
ranged from 66 to 78 years old and received $1.65 per hour. The money came from 
federal funds and the city provided paint and materials.
Mrs. Tim Zinn graduated from Lincoln Barber College after nine and a half months of 

schooling.
�'�D�Y�H���:�R�W�W�O�H�� �F�K�D�U�J�H�G�� �S�D�V�W�� �2�U�H�J�R�Q�·�V�� �6�W�H�Y�H�� �3�U�H�I�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �F�X�U�Y�H�� �W�R�� �Z�L�Q�� �W�K�H��

�P�L�O�H���D�W���W�K�H���+�D�\�Z�D�U�G���5�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���0�H�H�W���L�Q���2�U�H�J�R�Q�����:�R�W�W�O�H�·�V���W�L�P�H���R�I�����������������Z�D�V���W�K�H���W�K�L�U�G��
fastest on record.
�(���$�����&�X�U�W�L�V���Z�D�V���U�H�W�L�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���3�R�V�W���2�I�À�F�H���D�I�W�H�U���V�S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���S�U�H�Y�L�R�X�V���������\�H�D�U�V���D�V��

the custodian.
�*�D�U�\���.�U�D�W�]���D�Q�G���%�R�E���(�Z�L�Q�J���K�R�P�H�U�H�G���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���-�L�P���+�L�O�O�·�V���W�H�D�P�����E�X�W���L�W���Z�D�V�Q�·�W���H�Q�R�X�J�K�����D�V��

they fell 20-12 to United Commercial Travelers.
Two former Falls Cityans received their Doctorates from UCLA in Los Angeles. At 

the ceremony, Robert Otto and Thomas McGuire received their Doctor of Education 
Degrees.
Neal Parsons, a law graduate at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, moved to town 

with his wife Marie and became associated with attorney Simon Lantzy.
�$���À�U�H���F�D�X�V�H�G���X�Q�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G���G�D�P�D�J�H���D�W���W�K�H���.�����(�����0�R�U�H�K�H�D�G���$�X�W�R���&�R�����O�R�F�D�W�H�G���D�W�������W�K��

�D�Q�G���6�W�R�Q�H���6�W�U�H�H�W�����(�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���Z�H�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���J�H�W���F�D�U�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���Á�R�R�U���R�X�W���R�I���W�K�H���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J����
�E�X�W���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���À�U�H���Z�D�V���L�Q���W�K�H���H�O�H�Y�D�W�R�U���V�K�D�I�W�����Y�H�K�L�F�O�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���Á�R�R�U���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���E�H��
evacuated.
Falls City’s National Guard contingent, Company B, 134th Infantry, returned from 

�W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���R�I���V�X�P�P�H�U���F�D�P�S���D�W���+�D�V�W�L�Q�J�V���D�Q�G���&�D�P�S���$�V�K�O�D�Q�G�����7�K�H���W�K�U�H�H���R�I�À�F�H�U�V���D�Q�G��������
enlisted men drew approximately $17,000 in pay for the two weeks.
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Oberkamper were the new owners of the Coast-to-Coast store at 

18th and Stone Street. The couple had spent the previous few months searching for a 
store and found Falls City to be the perfect size of town.
�3�D�X�O���:�H�D�Y�H�U���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���W�K�H���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���R�I���0�U�����6�Z�L�V�V���D�W�������W�K���D�Q�G���+�D�U�O�D�Q���I�U�R�P���0�U�����D�Q�G��

Mrs. Gary Kracman. Weaver announced the business’s name would be changed to Mr. 
Paul’s Drive-in.
Mayor M.O. Armbruster told members of the Rotary Club that annexation of outlying 

�D�U�H�D�V���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H���F�R�Q�W�H�P�S�O�D�W�H�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H�����+�H���D�O�V�R���Q�R�W�H�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���P�R�Y�H��
�W�K�H���S�R�O�L�F�H���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�K�R�X�V�H���W�R���R�S�H�U�D�W�H���L�Q���F�R�Q�M�X�Q�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���V�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V���R�I�À�F�H����
The mayor pointed out that the move would save taxpayers money because the county 
and city can utilize the same radio operator instead of duplicating the position.

25 Years Ago, June 21, 1998 to June 27, 1998
�$���K�R�P�H���Z�D�V���I�R�X�Q�G���I�R�U���W�K�H���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���0�X�V�H�X�P���D�V���L�W���Z�D�V���E�H-

�L�Q�J���P�R�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���*�X�D�U�G���$�U�P�R�U�\���W�R���W�K�H���F�R�X�U�W�K�R�X�V�H�·�V���À�U�V�W���Á�R�R�U��
Brian Elliott struck out 12 Nebraska City batters and went the distance in the Junior 

Legion’s 11-6 win.
Brandon Sells was named the MVP of the Nebraska Eight-Man All-Star game. Defen-

sively, Sells had eight tackles and on offense, he scored on runs of 1, 1, and 47 yards.
Falls City was voted the ‘best overnight’ host on the Tour de Nebraska bike tour. As a 

result of the award, the riders enclosed a check for $300 to the Chamber of Commerce.
�+�L�J�K���Z�L�Q�G�V���W�R�U�H���D�S�D�U�W���D���O�D�U�J�H���S�R�O�H���V�K�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���'�Z�L�J�K�W���7�K�R�P�S�V�R�Q���I�D�U�P�����Z�H�V�W���R�I���6�D�O�H�P��

�R�Q���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\���������7�K�H�������[���������I�R�R�W���V�K�H�G���F�R�Y�H�U�H�G���O�D�U�J�H���K�D�\���E�D�O�H�V���D�Q�G���D���J�U�D�L�Q���W�U�X�F�N��
William Porter was named the Athlete of the Week for consuming three hot dogs during 

the Rotary picnic at Dallas Jones Park.
It was an all-in-the-family night when the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 1765 elected 

Tony Turner, a Vietnam War veteran, as commander and his wife Jackie, a veteran of the 
Gulf War, was named junior commander.
�3�D�X�O���D�Q�G���0�D�U�M���)�U�R�H�V�F�K�O�����R�I�������������:�L�O�V�R�Q���6�W�������H�D�U�Q�H�G���W�K�H���&�K�D�P�E�H�U���R�I���&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H���´�<�D�U�G��

�R�I���W�K�H���:�H�H�N�µ���K�R�Q�R�U�V��
The Falls City Ladies Day Bridge and Luncheon was held at the Country Club with 16 

members present. Mar
�0�D�U�F�L�H���+�L�O�O�\�D�U�G���Z�R�Q���W�K�H���K�L�J�K�����0�D�U�\���*�X�L�O�O�L�D�P�V���Z�D�V���V�H�F�R�Q�G���D�Q�G���%�H�W�K���'�\�E�O�L�H���Z�D�V���W�K�L�U�G��
�%�H�Q�M�D�P�L�Q���-�����+�D�O�O�����D���I�U�H�V�K�P�D�Q���D�W���3�H�U�X���6�W�D�W�H�����Z�D�V���R�Q���W�K�H���D�F�D�G�H�P�L�F���K�R�Q�R�U�V���O�L�V�W���I�R�U���W�K�H��

���������� �V�S�U�L�Q�J�� �V�H�P�H�V�W�H�U���� �+�D�O�O���� �D�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�D�Q���� �E�H�J�D�Q�� �K�L�V�� �V�W�X�G�L�H�V�� �L�Q�� �S�U�H���P�R�U�W�X�D�U�\��
science after serving four years in the U. S. Marine Corps.
Jarod R. Meinheit of Verdon was accepted for admission to Peru State College for the 

1998-99 academic year.


