
$1.25

© 2023 Falls City Journal, LLC
All Rights Reserved

PUBLIC NOTICES, BECAUSE YOU HAVE A RIGHT TO KNOW: 
County Commissioners, City of Humboldt

(Please turn to Page 3)

From the Journal Files.........Page 3
Society.............................Pages 4-5
Public Record.......................Page 6
Restaurant/Retail...................Page 10
Obituaries .......................... Pages 9
Sports.......................... Pages 7 & 8
Religious Directory............Page 11
Public Notices/legals.... Pages 13 & 
14 (Please turn to Page 12)

The Falls City Council met for an abbreviated meeting on Monday 
night, May 1, at City Hall. Roll call was taken with all councilper-
sons answering the call. Mayor Harkendorff opened the meeting 
by thanking Jon McQueen for painting approximately 200 fire hy-
drants on his own time and the city workers for repairing lights that 
were out at Stanton Lake.

In the City Administrator’s report, Anthony Nussbaum stated that 
the street sweeper had been delivered and training began immedi-
ately.

Nussbaum also discussed the possibility of the 911 dispatch merg-
er with Richardson County.

“You’ve probably seen stuff in the papers about 911 dispatch; that 
hasn’t been presented at all. We are in the very, very early stages 
of anything with that. We’ve had one meeting, that’s been about an 
hour, to get anything talked about, pretty much about the same thing 
as when (Gary) Jorn was here,” said Nussbaum. “Nothing else has 
been done with it, but we’re going to look at it when Beatrice ends 
and Richardson County comes up.”

The contract with the County comes due in about 18 months.
“There hasn’t been any more discussions beyond what was done 

prior to my arrival here; I just wanted to make that clear,” stated 
Nussbaum.

Police Chief Jamie Baker addressed the Council, saying that Tim 
Daniels graduated from the Nebraska Law Enforcement Training 
Center on April 21, 2023, and is scheduled and working.

Under Old Business, the Council passed the Treasurer’s report 
from March 2023.

Under Regular Business, the Council discussed the implemen-
tation of the Sidewalk Improvement Program, which allocated 
$50,000 from ARPA funds to assist in repairing hazardous side-
walks and provide for the installation of new sidewalks in areas cur-
rently without them. The program will be available to all property 
owners located in Falls City. The city will pay up to a maximum of 
$1,500 for grants, or $5,000, at zero interest, for loans through the 
program. Total reimbursement will not exceed $5.00 per square foot 
of sidewalk replacement. The motion was approved on an 8-0 vote.

Council authorizes the 
removal of two parking 
stalls at Frontier Bank

THE DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 24 AND MAY 31 PAPER HAVE THE DEADLINE FOR THE MAY 24 AND MAY 31 PAPER HAVE 
CHANGED. THE DEADLINE FOR THOSE WEEKS WILL BE THE CHANGED. THE DEADLINE FOR THOSE WEEKS WILL BE THE 

THURSDAY BY NOON. MAY 18 AND MAY 25 THURSDAY BY NOON. MAY 18 AND MAY 25 
BY NOON. NO EXCEPTIONS. WE WILL NOT BE ABLE TO TAKE ANY LATE 

ADVERTISING THOSE WEEKS. PLEASE PLAN ACCORDINGLY. 

Humboldt 
pool closed 
over safety 
concerns

Plan for severe weather - know your weather terms
By Nikki McKim; photos by 
Chelsie Alexander

Severe weather season is now 
upon us and knowing the differ-
ence between a tornado warning 
and a tornado watch can save 
your life. 

With the help of Chris Eickhoff 
and Mutt and Jeff Drive-In, the 
Journal has offered this delicious 
explanation to help remember 
the difference between the two. 

A tornado watch is when all the 
ingredients are there for a tor-
nado meaning one could form at 
any minute so be prepared.

A beef burger watch, like a tor-
nado watch means all the ingre-
dients are there. The beef, bun, 
and all of Mutt’s delicious secret 
spices are in place to prepare 
their famous beef burgers, but 
its not quite a fully formed beef 
burger yet.

A tornado warning means a 
tornado has been spotted or ro-
tation has been radar indicated. 
Get to shelter immediately. 

A beef burger warning, like a 
tornado warnings means a beef 
burger is fully prepared, its there 

Community Medical Center in Falls City, Nebraska has once 
again been recognized as a Top 100 Critical Access Hospital for 
2023. Compiled by The Chartis Center for Rural Health, this an-
nual recognition program honors outstanding performance among 
the nation’s rural hospitals based on the results of the Chartis Rural 
Hospital Performance INDEX™.

CMC is proud to be nationally recognized as a Top 100  Critical 

CMC Recognized as a Top 100 
Critical Access Hospital by The 
Chartis Center for Rural Health
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Humboldt’s city pool will re-
main closed after years of up-
keep and discussion. The con-
dition of the pool has raised 
serious safety concerns and the 
Council and Mayor decided that 
for the safety of the patrons and 
the staff, it will not open this 
summer.

This decision doesn’t come 
lightly. The Humboldt pool 
has been a topic of discussion 
for many years at City Council 
meetings.

Near the end of 2021, Council 
member Dustin White said he 
would like to see a committee 
formed for the replacement of 
the swimming pool. 

Months later, in March, former 
Mayor Bob Mendenhall said the 
swimming pool costs at the time 
were “probably approximately 
$25,000 to $30,000.” That total 
was after passes were sold for 
the year. “Keeping it going is a 
major undertaking,” said Men-
denhall. 

The pool was first opened in 
1951. The City Council closed 
the baby pool in 2022 due to a 
broken line underground that 
had collapsed during the win-
ter. During that 2022 Townhall 
Meeting, a citizen asked if there 
was a plan for the future of the 
swimming pool. Former Mayor 

Mendenhall said he would like 
to see any money go towards 
things for the kids, like the 
swimming pool. Mendenhall 
noted that some of the funds 
(from the tax increase to be 
voted on that year) could be 
earmarked for the pool but 
couldn’t be guaranteed because 
it would be up to the Council to 
decide. He mentioned that the 
pool was built on a water table 
but can’t be moved because of 
the pool house. 

During that meeting, Former 
Council member Larry Stauffer 
said he’d been in contact with 
an outfit in Kansas about 

swimming pools and was excited 
about looking more into it. But 
he needed to find out if it was af-
fordable. He said at that time that 
he thought fixing the current pool 
would be like putting a match to a 
$100 bill. “We’re spending good 
money after bad and we’re just 
band-aiding it to the maximum.”

Another issue in 2021 and 2022 
with the pool was finding help. 
Last year the Council passed mo-
tions to help with certification aid 
to encourage more kids to be life-
guards and return this year. 

Former Mayor Mendenhall said 
he wanted to use the tax increase 

(Please turn to Page 12)

 Right: bottom of the 
pool where patchwork 
and paint has peeled off 
and gravel and dirt are 
coming up.

 Below: a large piece of 
the wall has broken out.

BEEF BURGER WATCHBEEF BURGER WATCH

BEEF BURGER WARNINGBEEF BURGER WARNING

  BEWARE: Beefburgers are possible. We have the ingredients to 
make beefburgers.

  TAKE ACTION: Beefburgers are happening now! Prepare your plate!

VS.VS.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: TV MOMS

DOWN
1. Basin, without vowels
2. Last piece of a loaf
3. Lowest female singing voice
4. Elvis’s blue shoes
5. Harrison Ford or Jason Segel in 
“Shrinking”
6. Bud holder
7. *Rhoda Morgenstern’s mom
8. “That is” in Latin
9. Wedding cake layer
10. Famous Allen Ginsberg poem
11. Away from wind
12. Skilled in deception
15. G. Orwell’s “______ Farm”
20. Valentine, e.g.
22. Bottom line?
24. Inner circle
25. Old enough (2 words)
26. Neutered rooster
���������,�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H�U�·�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q
29. *Meg, Chris and Stewie Grif-
�À�Q�·�V���P�R�P
31. Egghead
32. “____ like the plague”
33. Canvas primer
34. *Alex and Mallory Keaton’s 
mom
36. Pasta option
38. Virgo and Libra mo.
42. ____ Lewis, Lamb Chop pup-
peteer
45. By word of mouth
49. What catastrophe and ratatouil-
le have in common
51. Wear (2 words)
54. Treated with EVOO
56. *Pebbles Flintstone’s mom
57. Law school entry requirement, 
acr.
58. First name palindrome
59. Civil disorder
60. They’re on Freddy’s street
61. Widespread
62. Relating to armpit
63. 3 squared
66. Tight one in football
68. Bro’s counterpart

ACROSS
1. Rodeo garb
6. Roman numeral 7
9. Spring occurrence
13. Like Corgi
14. Get a sum
15. Garlic mayo
16. Poet’s concern
17. Mail-back request, acr.
18. Handrail post
19. *Lionel Jefferson’s mom
21. *Keith and Laurie Partridge’s 
mom
23. Watson’s, Crick’s and Frank-
lin’s concern, acr.
24. Big-ticket ____
25. #38 Down follower
28. Potter’s oven
30. Get by
35. Wyatt Earp’s card game
37. Wooden pegs
39. Measuring tool with a bubble
40. Copycat
41. All-season ____
43. Like certain people’s glasses
44. The Great ____, Muppet
46. 1 year older than frosh
47. Treat without respect
48. *Samantha Stephens’ mom
50. Four Corners state
���������8�Q�L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G���-�D�Q�H
53. Summit location
55. Like tuna tartare
57. *Rory Gilmore’s mom
61. *Hilary and Carlton Banks’ 
mom
64. Motionless
65. Actress Thompson
67. Island off Manhattan
69. Skeleton, archaic
70. Lt.’s subordinate
71. Yemeni’s neighbor
72. Marines’ toy recipients
73. Banned insecticide, acr.
74. Nostrils

ARE THE STATE’S cOffERS REALLY fLUSH? IS A TAX cUT SUSTAINABLE?
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
As if propping up the school 

aid formula to historic propor-
tions wasn’t enough, the new 
governor appears to be getting 
his way in the Legislature with 
a package of tax changes that 
could cost the state more than 
$3 billion over the next six 
years. 
The plan would increase Ne-

braska’s two property tax cred-
it programs, cap school prop-
erty tax growth and eliminate 
almost all community college 
property taxes. Oh, and this 
bill works in concert with one 
that would cut the state’s top 
income tax rate by one-third 
and make other tax changes. 
A measure that includes 

LB754 and LB243 and a whop-
ping amendment (AM906) that 
becomes the bill has cleared 
one round of consideration on 
a 41-1 vote, with seven absten-
tions.
Albion Senator Tom Briese’s 

243 would increase Nebraska’s 
two property tax credit pro-
grams, cap school property tax 
growth and eliminate almost 
all community college proper-
ty taxes.
The Revenue Committee’s 

754 and amendment would cut 
the state’s top income tax rate 
by one-third and make other 
changes.
Briese promises “substantial 

property tax relief for everyday 
Nebraskans.” He and Sen. Lou 
Ann Linehan of Elkhorn, who 
chairs the Revenue Commit-
tee, have pledged to continue 
seeking equivalent tax relief.
As advanced, the property 

tax package also would ratch-
et up the size of Nebraska’s 
long-standing property tax 
credit program, which uses 
state money to offset a portion 
of property owners’ bills.
The bill would gradually 

increase the program from 
$313 million this year to $560 
million by tax year 2029, af-
ter which the credit program 
would grow by the same per-
centage as the assessed valua-
tion of property statewide. In 
addition, the package would 
limit the growth of school rev-
enues to 3%, with some excep-
tions, with the goal of forcing 
schools to reduce property 
taxes when they get more state 
aid.  
Finally, LB243 would end 

community colleges’ ability 
to levy property taxes, except 
for building needs, starting in 
2024. The bill would replace 
those tax revenues with state 
aid. State aid to the colleges 
would increase by 3.5% an-
nually, with additional money 
available based on enrollment 
growth. Community colleges 
could levy property taxes to 
�À�O�O���W�K�H���J�D�S���L�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���G�R�H�V���Q�R�W��
meet its funding obligations.
In an opinion piece in the Ne-

braska Examiner, Platte Insti-
tute CEO Jim Vokal of Omaha 
says, “A more competitive in-
come tax code is a top priority 
for Nebraska, as it is for other 
states. In fact, a genuine state 
tax revolution has unfolded 
over the last three years, with a 
majority of states using surplus 
revenues to reduce income tax 
burdens on families and busi-
nesses.
“Income tax reforms contin-

ue to sweep across the Great 

Plains states in 2023. North 
Dakota is eyeing full income 
tax repeal, Oklahoma and Kan-
sas are advancing legislation 
�I�R�U�� �O�R�Z�H�U���� �Á�D�W�W�H�U�� �L�Q�F�R�P�H�� �W�D�[-
es and Missouri is advancing 
a bill to accelerate individual 
income tax cuts and slash its 
corporate rate from 4% to 2%. 
Iowa, which is already bring-
ing its income tax rate down 
from 8.53% to 3.9%, is now 
considering a phase-out of its 
income tax over the remainder 
of Gov. Kim Reynolds’ second 
term.  
“Income tax reform is mis-

sion-critical for states that want 
to remain competitive in the 
post-pandemic world. Work-
ers and businesses have vastly 
more opportunities for remote 
work and will increasingly 
build their homes and busi-
nesses in tax-friendly jurisdic-
tions that provide high-quality 
government services. Further-
more, new changes to the fed-
eral tax code cap the federal 
deductibility of state and lo-
cal taxes paid. This effective-
ly increases the incentive for 
higher-earning families to re-
locate to lower-tax, lower-cost 
states,” Vokal said.
Meanwhile, the Lin-

coln-based OpenSky Policy 
Institute says it has worked 
with the Institute on Taxation 
and Economic Policy, a non-
partisan think tank, to analyze 
the proposals.  
The preliminary conclusion 

from ITEP and Open Sky was 
that the initiatives might force 
the state to tap into its cash 
reserves, a “rainy day” fund 
intended for one-time expen-
ditures during tough times, not 
funding long-term commit-
ments.
“To ensure our state’s future 

�À�V�F�D�O�� �K�H�D�O�W�K���� �L�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �L�P-
portant for policymakers this 
session to prudently use the 
projected $1.9 billion on prov-

en initiatives that empower 
hardworking Nebraskans to 
support their families and their 
communities,” the think tank 
said in a news release. 
OpenSky maintains the state’s 

glut of funds was, in large part, 
�F�D�X�V�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���L�Q�Á�X�[���R�I���E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�V��
of dollars of federal funds to 
deal with the COVID-19 pan-
�G�H�P�L�F�����6�R���P�X�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���´�Á�X�V�K��
coffers,” let alone sustainabil-
ity.
What to do? What to do? 

In a session that will see very 
few important issues passed 
and signed into law, call, text, 
write or e-mail your senator 
and let them know what you 
think. If they listen to you, 
something might change for 
the better.

J.L. Schmidt has been cover-
ing Nebraska government and 
politics since 1979. He has 
been a registered Independent 
for 20 years.	
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Near the beginning of April I took myself to Lawrence, 
Kansas to board a train to Los Angels. 
For some strange reason I thought taking a train would 

be a brilliant idea. This may be where my love of mov-
ies gets me into trouble. Fievel Goes West, Before Sunrise, 
French Kiss, they had all set me up for failure before I 
even booked my ticket. 
A round trip ticket on a coach seat where I had my own 

electrical outlet, light and a seat to kick back in was cheap-
er than a plane ticket, by a decent amount. Along the way I 
would be able to read, write and see parts of the country I 
had never seen. We would be traveling through New Mexi-
co, Arizona and southern California. We would go through 
the Raton Pass and the desert. It would be magical. 
I was to board around midnight. My ticket didn’t include 

the dining car, so I had to pack my own meals. I had a 
small cooler with frozen water bottles, a couple sandwich-
es, chips, and some pork tacos. I also had an 80 oz. wa-
ter bottle that would keep ice for a few days and a dozen 
cookies. It would be more than enough for 36 hours. 
I pulled up to the dark and empty train station around 11 

p.m. It was quiet, but there was a suspicious white van in 
the parking lot. The type of van your parents warn you 
about when you’re a little kid. I decided I didn’t want to 
mess with that van. My instincts were right when a man 
came out of the darkness, from across the other side of the 
tracks, got into the van, rummaged around, leaned out of 
the van to get sick, and, whatever else he did is beyond me 
because I hightailed it out of there. 
When I returned there was a man with luggage standing 

in front of the station. I parked and pulled my luggage over 
to him and told him I had never been happier to see some-
one else in my life. This man was a veteran of train travel. 
He gave me a couple lessons in what to do and what not 
to do. 1) Don’t sit in a downstairs car. He said those cars 
are for “the strange people.” Strike one against me. I had  
booked my ticket for a bottom car to help with my nausea. 
2) Keep your bags with you. Don’t take an eye off your 

bags. Strike two, I had two large suitcases, a backpack and 
a weekend bag. It would be impossible to keep my bags on 
me at all times and not take my eyes off them. 
We boarded and I was lucky enough to get my biggest 

suitcase in a spot where my eyes would be on it the entire 
trip. My other two bags were above me in my assigned 
seat. From Lawrence to Topeka I was alone. I had taken 
something to sleep, had my sleep mask, pillow and blan-
ket. I was set. At Topkea I got a seat mate and two teenage 
boys behind me who were not ready to sleep. From Topeka 
to Newton-a good few hours, we all listened to these boys 
cheer each other on while they played games. My seatmate 
left and I spread out across both seats. I never had seatmate 
the rest of the trip. 
Between the coughing, puking, choking, snoring and gen-

eral talking that, we’ll call them “The Flagstaff couple,” 
did, nobody slept. At 4:00 a.m. when we reached Dodge 
City, Mrs. Flagstaff announced to the entire train car that 
she had to get off to step foot in Dodge City. My friend who 
I’ll refer to as “Pittsburgh,” groaned and covered his head. 
She told stories about her love of Gunsmoke and how her 
friends would never believe she was in thee Dodge City. 
Any other time of day we all would have listened politely 
and engaged, but 4:00 a.m. when nobody had slept yet, we 
were not having it. As the train sat and Mrs. Flagstaff stood 
outside alone talking about Gunsmoke, her voice, though 
�P�X�I�Á�H�G���V�W�L�O�O���W�U�D�Y�H�O�H�G���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���F�D�U���P�X�F�K���W�R���W�K�H���F�K�D�J�U�L�Q��
�R�I���3�L�W�W�V�E�X�U�J�K���Z�K�R���J�U�R�D�Q�H�G���O�R�X�G�H�U���D�V���K�H���Á�R�S�S�H�G���D�U�R�X�Q�G���L�Q��
his seat trying to get comfortable. 
As the sun came up I dozed off. It was getting uncomfort-

ably stuffy and I woke up as we pulled into Lamar, CO. 
The couple across the isle from me mouthed “I’m sorry,” 
as they packed up to leave and Mrs. Flagstaff yelled to no-
body in particular that it was time for someone to bring her 
breakfast. It was 7 a.m. and we only had to make it until 
8:30 p.m. It was going to be a long day, but I had no idea 
what was in store. 

Walk,Don’t Run
By: Nikki McKim


