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BUYING A NEWSPAPER EVERY WEEK IS $1.25

A SUBSCRIPTION ONLY COSTS $0.96 PER WEEK
AND IT'S DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR :)
AND YOU GET THE ONLINE FOR FREE

BUT
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$5,000.00 A W/eek iiForever”
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By Nikki McKim; (Pictures by Brian Mc-
Kim)

Pictured top right, L-R: Dave Sayer, Ari-
enna Hayes, Taykia Hayes, (Thelma) Snooks
Hayes, Keith Hayes and Howie Guja.

Trying to remain inconspicuous in a
white Chevy Equinox, 42-year Publishers
Clearing House veteran Dave Sayer and
prize patrol partner Howie Guja pulled
into the parking lot of Jonesbrook Estates
last Tuesday and scoped out the “situa-
tion” on Morgan Street. They were about
to change someone’s life. They do this
kind of thing over 50 times a year, but to-
day was special; today, they were doing it
in Falls City.

Publishers Clearing House, founded in
1953 as a multi-magazine subscription
agency, is now considered a leading inter-
active media company offering products,
digital entertainment and services. Sur-
prisingly it is real and now we all know
someone who won.

With balloons, champagne, an oversized

REMINDERS SEE ADS INSIDE!

Snooks Hayes 1s one in

novelty check and five thousand dollars in
cash, Dave, Howie and their cameraman
George skittered across the street and to
the door of Thelma “Snooks” Hayes and
her husband, Keith.

As the door opened, screams of joy
echoed through the neighborhood.
Snooks knew who was there and why
they were there.

“Oh, my God!”

“We’re looking for Thelma. Are you
Thelma?” asked Howie Guja.

“I am!” she yelled.

Guja asked how she was doing.

“I’m awesome,” Hayes said.

She knew what day it was. It was the
day that Publishers Clearing House was
awarding their biggest prize of the year.
Their “forever” prize is $5,000 a week
forever over the span of two lifetimes.

“Today’s a big day for Publisher’s
Clearing House, but it’s an even bigger
day for you,” said Sayer, “Are you ready
for this?”

“No,” said Hayes.

It didn’t matter because Guja and Sayer
were there in person to prove it was real.

Sayer, the recognizable face of the prize
patrol, asked her what she thought.

“Is this real?”

Guja confirmed, “Oh, this is legit. This
is the real deal. You recognize us, right?”

Hayes said she recognized them and
thought she had missed the prize yet
again as the day wore on and the men
hadn’t shown up.

Hayes’ called for her granddaughter,
Taykia, to come out to see how their lives
had changed.

Guja told Taykia, this means your grand-
mother gets $5,000 a week for the rest of
her life and then she gets to pick someone
else who gets another $5,000 a week for
the rest of their life, “isn’t that insane? 1
mean, this is serious money.”

Then he asked Snooks what’s something
she’s always wanted. How is this going
to change her life and what’s she going to
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use this money on?

She said she could pay off her house and
redo it “the way I want.” She said she’d
also help the kids go to college.

Sayer asked if Snooks husband, Keith
was nearby since he was missing all the
excitement. “He’s out at work, but he
doesn’t need to know about this,” she
said with a laugh.

Their granddaughter Arienna, who had
shown up during the excitement, called
Keith at work and told him he needed to
get home if he could. “I told him it was a
good thing,” she said.

Soon Keith pulled up and saw the giant
check that said “Thelma Hayes, “$5,000
A Week ‘Forever’” and before he made
it to his wife and granddaughters, How-
ie Guja asked him, “What do you think,
Keith?”

“I’m all for it,” he said with a sly smile.

“What do you do to celebrate tonight?
We already asked the girls, but what do
you want to do tonight?” asked Guja.

(Please turn to Page 3)

+ St. Thomas Episcopal Church Worship Schedule for March
» Knights of Columbus Fish Fry, March 17 at Prichard, 5-8PM

« Stella Vol Firemen Fish Fry, March 18, Stella Fire Hall, 5-8PM
» Mens Club Pork BBQ, March 19 at Prichard, 4:30-7:30PM
» Absolute Land Auction - 2 Tracts/Richardson Co. March 20

* Taxes due April 18, The Write A-Way Income Tax & Accounting
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