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Second K-9 approved for
Sheriffs Department

The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commis-
sioners was called to order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m.
on Wednesday, March 22, 2023. Karas, Sickel and Caverzagie an-
swered roll call.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the Board on
maintenance being done on county roads and bridges this past week.

Darveau reported that regarding the construction of the County
Shop building, the price of steel was going up 20 percent.

“In the long run, I think a steel building is going to be better,” said
Darveau.

Sickel motioned to award the bid for the construction of the
County Shop building in Rulo to Mezger Construction, Inc. of Table
Rock, for a 30°x50°x16’° All Steel building for $113,265.00. Motion
seconded by Karas, the motion carried.

Sheriff Hardesty updated the Board on business within the Law
Enforcement Center this week. A report on the activity performed
by the Sheriff’s Department was given.

In January, the Department had 38 people booked into the Rich-
ardson County Jail; three were out-of-county holds, two were ar-
rests from another agency and RCSO arrested 33.

In February there were 42 people booked into the Richardson
County Jail, seven were arrested by other agencies and 35 were ar-
rested by RCSO.

In March, so far, 33 people have been booked into Richardson
County Jail, two have been out of county holds, another agency ar-
rested three and RCSO arrested 28.

For the year, 113 people have been booked into jail, other agen-
cies arrested 12, five were out-of-county holds and the Sheriff’s De-
partment arrested 96.

Caverzagie motioned to approve an Addendum to a Service
Agreement for Inmate Health Services with the Community Medi-
cal Center, Inc., a Nebraska nonprofit corporation in which the an-
nual cost shall be $60,000 ($5,000/month). Motion seconded by
Karas, the motion carried.

A discussion was held on the possibility of obtaining an additional
drug dog. Karas made a motion after the Sheriff left to approve
the purchase of a drug dog for approximately $9,000 from Atlantic,
Iowa. Motion seconded by Caverzagie, motion carried.

Sheriff Hardesty said in an interview that a second dog is neces-
sary for a few reasons. When Deputy Ractliffe and K9 Valor want
to take time off, that leaves the county without a dog. The point of
a second dog is to share the load, but it’s also to be utilized in the
schools.

“This dog will be a single-purpose narcotics dog, but we will have
it tracking. So if somebody goes missing or runs away, we’ll be able
to hopefully use that dog to locate them,” said Sheriff Hardesty.

There was a situation a few months ago where some juveniles
went missing at Indian Cave; in a case like that, this dog could pick
up their scent and track them. The Department will also work with
Valor, so he will also have those capabilities.

The newest Deputy, Jeremiah Franks, will be the dog’s handler.
He worked as a canine Sergent at Johnson County and has experi-
ence.

Franks will be going to Atlantic, IA, for two weeks to train with
the two-year-old female lab near the end of May or the first part of
June.

Hardesty said having a lab will be more suited for the schools be-
cause it’s less intimidating than a Shepherd is. He said if the schools
want them to bring in the dog, that’s the point. She’ll be able to de-
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The Falls City Council conducted its regularly
scheduled meeting at City Hall on Monday, March
20, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. Roll call was taken with all
council members answering the call.

Mayor Harkendorff acknowledged the Sacred
Heart girls’ basketball team for their state champi-
onship in his mayor’s report.

Anthony Nussbaum gave his city administrator’s
report, mentioning a few updates. Nussbaum noti-
fied the Council of the My City App, which will be
developed for the city for citizens and visitors to
be able to use. Nussbaum stated the app should be
functional in about sixty days. Also, in his report,
Nussbaum advised the Council that the municipal
improvement bonds had been deposited into the
city’s account, providing a bump in the treasures
report of just under $3 million, the final money for
the electrical improvement upgrades project.

Chief Jamie Baker noted the PD had received a
new patrol vehicle purchased using the most re-
cent USDA grant and its waiting to be outfitted.
Baker also noted the department was in the final
process of replacing five computers that had been
purchased using the previous USDA grant. Bak-
er also wants to remind the citizens of Falls City
to keep their trees trimmed and their sidewalks
maintained. Tree clearance over streets and al-
leys shall be the property owner’s responsibility.
A clearance of eight feet must be maintained over
the sidewalk space and a clearance of twelve feet
must be maintained over streets and alleys. Prop-
erty owners are responsible for the trees on their
property as well as trees on the sidewalk space that
abuts their property. Property owners within the
corporate limits must also maintain the sidewalks
along their lots or land. The sidewalk must be in
good and proper repair and reasonably safe for ev-
eryone to travel.

Mayor Harkendorff proclaimed the week of
April Ist through the 7th as the Week of the Young
Child.

WHEREAS, the Falls City Public Schools Six-
pence and Child Care Partnership Programs, are
Working to increase children’s cognitive, physi-
cal, social/emotional, language and literacy devel-
opment that are built on a foundation of children’s
positive interactions with adults, peers, and their
environment; and WHEREAS, young children
need, developmentally appropriate, accessible,
and available early care and education settings;
and WHEREAS, participation in high-quality
early childhood education saves taxpayers dol-
lars, makes working families more economi-
cally secure, and prepares children to succeed in

April 1-7 declared Week of the Young Child

school, earn higher wages and live healthier lives;
and WHEREAS, many child care providers have
a great personal and professional cost, they have
managed to keep their doors open during the ris-
ing costs in order to support children and families
in our community; and THEREFORE, the City
of Falls City does hereby proclaim April 1st-7th,
2023 as the Week of the Young Child, and urge all
members of our community to support efforts that
increase children’s and families’ access to high-
quality early childhood education.

Now therefore, be it resolved that I, Mark Har-
kendorff, Mayor of Falls City on behalf of the
City Council, do hereby proclaim April 1st —April
7th, 2023 as Week of the Young Child, and urge
all members of our community to support efforts
that increase children and families’ access to high-
quality early childhood education.

Susan Johnson, Sixpence director, spoke to the
Council, informing them about the Falls City Pub-
lic Schools Sixpence and Child Care partnership.

“Sixpence came to Falls City in 2014,” said
Johnson. “Kathy Martin started this program, her
and Mr. Heckenlively, and it’s been going strong
ever since. I was hired when it first opened in Jan-
uary 2014, so I’ve been there since the beginning.
We started with two home visitors; now we are up
to four. We also started the childcare partnership
grant, where we have a coach that goes into the
childcare homes and coaches the childcare pro-
viders. This program has grown immensely since
2014.1t’s a great program and it helps all econom-
ic levels.”

The Sixpence program currently provides help to
27 families and 37 kids overall.

The program’s mission is “Supporting local and
state partnerships that raise the bar for highly ef-
fective, quality early care and education for Ne-
braska’s families with the youngest and most vul-
nerable children from birth to age three.” Their
vision is “Nebraska’s communities and families
come together to ensure the wellbeing of all chil-
dren by having the best possible start to life”.

Falls City Public Schools Early Childhood Pro-
grams has the best support system. That support
comes from the Superintendent, School Board,
Parents, Community, and Sixpence Technical As-
sistant Team. This program was started in Janu-
ary 2014, by Kathy Martin. Her belief in Early
Childhood, Families, Community and her staff is
what set the foundation to be successful programs.
Current staff at the site are: Director: Susan John-
son Family Educators: Amber Ramer, Sandra Mc-
Neely, and Kelsey Prichard. Child Care Partner-

(Please turn to Page 3)

The Humboldt City Council met on Monday,
March 20, at Humboldt City Hall.

Councilperson Larry Stauffer was absent.
There was no public comment.

The minutes from the March 7, 2023 and

Humboldt Council appoints Pam
Mendenhall to Housing Authority Board

claims were approved as presented.

Vicky Lynch gave the treasurer’s report in Cin-
dy Eden’s absence.

Mayor Rathbone recommended Pam Menden-
hall for consideration for the Housing Authority

Board for five years.

Sherift’s Office warns
of online scam

The Richardson County Sheriff’s Department took to social me-

Councilperson Lynch said the
Council had changed the policy
on how they were doing things
with board members. They are
contacting board members who
had applied for the positions and
asking them four questions. They

dia to warn of recent scams regarding the sending of intimate
personal photos.

The scammers begin a courtship of the victim using various so-
cial media platforms until intimate photos are sent by the victim.
The scammer then blackmails the victim by threatening to dis-
tribute these photos to the victims’ friends and family unless the
victim pays them using gift cards, PayPal or other digital pay-
ment apps.

The Sheriff’s Department has been able to ascertain that several
of these scammers are based in India using a VPN to hide their
IP address and are not using their real names or actual photos for
obvious reasons.

Please discuss with your children the dangers of this and other
predatory behavior that can occur using the internet and advise
them that no personal information or photos should be exchanged
with people you do not know.
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ask each candidate the same four
questions, “That gives the council
a little idea of the qualifications.”

The Council said that’s what
they had done for the two candi-
dates for the Housing Authority
Board.

The Mayor said there are more
appointments coming up soon,
the Sanitation Board and then, the
Planning Commission appoint-
ment and possibly a few others as
well.

The Council voted unanimous-
ly to approve Mendenhall to the

(Please turn to Page 5)
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Twenty Seasons
“Fearing Death Can
Cause Suffering”

By the late Richard P. Holm, MD

When in life does one come to confront the tough truth
that each of us will eventually die? In my years as an in-
ternist caring for young and old alike, some people under-
stand this early, and some people never get it. In denying
death, we intensify our fear of it. Usually, however, it is
sometime during their 50s that people first look into the
eyes of death. Put it off as we may, the hard certainty is
that we are all aging and one day an end will come. Shake-
speare described advanced age in his play As You Like It,
Act II, Scene VII (All the world’s a stage):

“...Last scene of all, That ends this strange eventful his-
tory, Is second childishness and mere oblivion, Sans (with-
out) teeth, sans eyes, sans taste, sans everything.”

Shakespeare’s description of advanced age during the
1600s is rather bleak and scary. I think, with modern med-
icine and the support of a loving family, we could do bet-
ter. I clearly believe that advanced age and facing our own
death should not fill us with dread. The following is a more
hopeful version to end Shakespeare’s excerpt:

“. .. He did not have to end his life alone; If over time
he’d shared his caring, raised the worth of others, fed the
love he’d sown. His death would find him kindly prized
and praised, While kin sang festive songs of joy, amazed.”

Fear comes from the oldest reptilian part of our brain.
Fear helps us run from attackers but can also make us run
from making important choices about our health. Fear can
even bring us to push forward with treatment that may
cause significant suffering, even when we are very old and
even when treatment is futile and it’s time to quit.

Fear of dying can prevent us from making plans about
end-of-life care and, most importantly, prevent us from
talking to our families about those wishes. How do we
want to be cared for if we should lose mental capacity
from a stroke or dementia? Do we wish to have a feeding
tube, resuscitation, antibiotics when there is no quality of
life left, when one doesn’t recognize family and when the
only option will be residing in a bed somewhere “sans ev-
erything.”

I would rather die and be:

“. . . kindly prized and praised, While kin sing festive
songs of joy, amazed.”

Richard P. Holm, MD, passed away in March of 2020
after a battle with pancreatic cancer. He was founder of
The Prairie Doc® and author of “Life’s Final Season, A
Guide for Aging and Dying with Grace” available on Am-
azon. Dr. Holm’s legacy lives on through his Prairie Doc®
organization. For free and easy access to the entire Prairie
Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow Prairie
Doc® on Facebook, featuring On Call with the Prairie
Doc® a medical Q&A show streaming on Facebook most
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.
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FOUR MORE YEARS , PROPOSAL WOULD ADD ONE MORE TERM TO LIMITS

Capitol View
Nebraska Press
Association
By: J.J. Schmidt
Just one more term. Yes,
lawmakers are once again
considering giving them-
selves 12 years instead
of eight to figure out how
things work and try to do
something for their constit-

uents.

On a good day, I think term
limits should be eliminated
as they were until 2006. On
a bad day, I think a monthly
contract seems too gracious
for some of the babbling,
bumbling idiotic things that
state Senators do.

Norfolk Sen. Robert Do-
ver has offered LR22CA,
a proposed constitutional
amendment that potential-
ly would extend the current
limit of two consecutive
four-year terms for state
senators to three consecu-
tive four-year terms. If ap-
proved by the Legislature,
the proposed constitutional
change would be put to vot-
ers at the November 2024
general election.

Dover said while he favors
term limits he is concerned
about the loss of institu-
tional knowledge under
the current system. In other
states, he said, lawmakers
can rotate their service be-
tween the two legislative
houses when term-limited
out of one, thus continuing
to use the knowledge and
expertise they’ve gained.
That isn’t possible in a one-
house system.

With 40 of 49 state sena-
tors signed on, one would
think there’s agreement that
the system needs to be re-
vised. Yet while the propos-
al might fly through three
rounds of floor debate and
get signed by the governor,
the real test will come when
it hits the pre-election mar-
ket.

Term limits became a fa-
vorite ploy when a group
decided it was time to get
rid of the venerable Sen.
Ernie Chambers of Omaha.
His talent for playing the
legislative rulebook like a
piano apparently irritated a
number of folks. Chambers
sat out the required four
years and came back with
a vengeance to reclaim his
seat for two more terms. He
is currently sitting out an-
other stint.

Omaha Senators Rich
Pahls and Steve Lathrop
also made comebacks.
Pahls died in office last
year and Lathrop resigned
after one term of his revival
tour because he didn’t like
the direction the Legisla-
ture was headed on prison
overcrowding and sentenc-
ing reform.

Lincoln Senator Danielle
Conrad is in the first year of
the first term of her come-
back. So is Omaha Senator
Merv Riepe.

Would the Legislature
have benefitted from con-
tinuous service from these
veterans? Absolutely. The
continuity provided by ex-
perienced staff and the cu-
mulative institutional mem-
ory is worth something in
these changing times.

I agree with the freshman
lawmaker that state govern-
ment is a multi-billion-dol-
lar operation that affects
many aspects of taxes,
business, agriculture, edu-
cation, health care, insur-
ance, and natural resourc-
es. Having knowledgeable
and informed senators is of
great benefit.

Speaking on behalf of
the Nebraska Chamber of
Commerce and Industry,
the Greater Omaha Cham-
ber and the Lincoln Cham-
ber of Commerce, veteran
lobbyist Barry Kennedy ex-
pressed concern about the
balance of power between
the three branches of state
government under the cur-
rent system. The governor
is subject to term-limits,
he said, but the executive
branch is filled with agency
heads and long-time em-
ployees with a great deal of
experience and institutional
knowledge. In addition, he
said, judges in Nebraska
face no limits on their ser-
vice.

With so much turnover in
the Legislature, many new
members also bring in new
staff, further weakening
the power of the legislative
branch, Kennedy said.

Former state senator Al
Davis also supported the
measure on behalf of the
Nebraska chapter of the Si-
erra Club and the Nebraska
Farmers Union. He said
new senators spend about

half of their first term try-
ing to learn an overwhelm-
ing amount of information
including the intricacies
of hundreds of cash funds,
commissions and commit-
tees as well as state and fed-
eral rules and regulations.

I agree with Davis. That’s
a lot of moving parts.

Farm group lobbyist Jay
Ferris said since 2006
when the current system
of two-consecutive terms
was implemented, we’ve
automatically kicked out
very effective state senators

every two years. He asked,
“In what other profession
do we force out our best
employees?”

Are the skids greased for
this one? It depends on what
the Koch Brothers and the
Ricketts family and other
dark money interests have
on their mind. That’s what
makes this whole thing fun
to watch.

J.L. Schmidt has been cov-
ering Nebraska government
and politics since 1979. He
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.
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From the Journal
Files

By Brian McKim
75-50-25 Years Ago

75 Years Ago, March 29, 1948 to April 4, 1948

Sheriff Vern Atkins and Deputy Arch Noll seized a slot machine at the Green Parrot,
south of town. The slot was a 25-cent machine with approximately $30 in quarters.

Vince Foster was after his 22nd win in 24 tries when he battled Phil Palmer in a
10-round main event in Omaha. The former Rulo resident had 15 knockouts in his 21
previous wins.

Mitchell Motors, 1408 Stone St., advertised the highest compression engine in the new
’48 Kaiser and Frazer vehicles, the only full-sized American cars with such a motor.

Truck drivers, acting on instructions from their union officials, crossed picket lines in
the nationwide meat packing strike.

Russell Dorr was elected president of the Falls City Council of Churches. Guy C.
Lichty was named vice president, Kenneth Sandrock was secretary and Edgar Roesch
was named treasurer.

Two Falls Cityans were in a Concordia Teachers College A Cappella Choir group that
performed in town. Edwin Bek and Miss Helen Braun were part of the 63-person choir
that sang at Prichard Auditorium.

New Greyhound Super-Coaches were serving the residents of Falls City. The new fleet
of buses operated between Kansas City and Omaha and stopped at Cochran’s Café at
15th and Harlan in Falls City.

Cook, Talmage, Johnson, Nemaha and Brock high schools formed a league to be
known as the Nemaha Valley Conference for competition in track, basketball, volley-
ball and football.

A potluck supper for members of Scout Troop No. 392, their parents and families
attracted 70 persons. The American Legion, sponsors of the troop, provided drinks and
dessert. The committee in charge included Mr. and Mrs. Dick Gibson, Bob Peck and
Ross McCage.

A League of Women Voters was formed in Falls City with Mrs. John O. Dyblie chosen
as temporary president and Mrs. Robert G. Gibson named temporary secretary. The
league aimed to promote political responsibility through informed and active participa-
tion of citizens and government. Eleven women gathered for the initial meeting.

Robert Kammerer of Falls City sold nine heifers and steers averaging 902 pounds for
$25.50 per hundred weight.

Bob Titus, Leon Joy and Dave Duey, all of Falls City,were included among the candi-
dates for the track squad at Peru Teachers College.

Forty-four guests were entertained at a bridge dinner given by Mr. and Mrs. John
Buchholz and Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Schock at the St. Thomas Episcopal church rectory.

Falls City high schools play, “Heaven Can Wait,” drew a full house, according to
principal Ralph R. Andrews. The event, directed by Mrs. Shirley Carney, raised $400.

50 Years Ago, March 29, 1973 to April 4, 1973

Sales of $20,156,252 were reported for 1972 by the O.A. Cooper Company in Hum-
boldt, a livestock feed and flour miller operating in Nebraska, Kansas, lowa, Missouri
and Oklahoma. The figure was over three million above the 1971 volume and estab-
lished a new record for the Humboldt-based firm.

Lee H. Rottman, the superintendent at Dawson-Verdon School, announced his resig-
nation to take a similar job at Leigh, Ne. Ten people had submitted their resignations at
Dawson-Verdon, effective at the end of the school year.

At Center Lanes, Jack Darveau led all with a 226, followed by Tony Otto with a 211
and Don Dodds with a 201.

According to First Sgt. Rex Jones, Company B, 134th Infantry, Falls City’s National
Guard had three officers and 84 enlisted men. The company pushed its strength to 93%
with only six vacancies remaining.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Dorste, Rulo, announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss
Kathy Ann, to Gordon Rinker of Grand Rapids, Illinois.

Four Richardson County basketball players were named to All-Conference first teams.
Dave Hayes and Lin Volker of Humboldt, Rick Gardner of Southeast Consolidated and
Tom Schuetz of Dawson-Verdon, were all first-teamers.

Ron Stander, known as the Council Bluffs Butcher, lost a fight to John Jordan of Nor-
folk, Va. His next fight against Morris Jackson was in question after he sustained an eye
cut early in his loss to Jordan.

The American Legion Auxiliary selected Beth Vice as a delegate and Cindy Joy as an
alternated to Cornhuskers Girls State on the University of Nebraska campus.

A check with Falls City grocery stores showed the meat boycott throughout the coun-
try had little effect on the grocers in Falls City.

Several hundred acres of land were underwater as the Nemaha River east of Salem
spilled out of its banks. South of Falls City, the stream went to 26.50 feet at the bridge,
four and a half feet above flood stage.

According to director Pat Castle, 544 boys and girls registered for the summer recre-
ation’s five baseball and softball leagues.

Ken Norton won a split decision over Muhammad Ali in a 12-round fight in San Di-
ego. Ali entered the match as a 5-1 favorite and had won ten straight contests since
losing to Joe Frazier.

Harlan Henke, a 17-year-old junior at Falls City High School, was chosen for an all-
expense-paid United Nations Pilgrimage under the sponsorship of the local .O.O.F. and
Rebekah Lodges.

Allan Clark was elected president of the local Jaycees for the 1973-74 year. Paul Weav-
er was named first vice-president and Dr. Terry Whitten was second vice-president.

National Football League owners rejected a proposal to form a best two-out-of-three
series to select the NFL’s top team.

25 Years Ago, March 29, 1998 to April 4, 1998

The Humboldt speech team won its second straight State Speech State Championship
in Class D1. Leah Harmon won a championship in both Extemporaneous Speaking and
Serious Prose.

Over 100 dancers from Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri and Iowa followed the calls of
Lanny Weakland and Tom Umphrey at the annual Square Dance Festival of the Town
and Country Promenaders at the Auditorium.

For the second time, Falls City Public Schools were awarded a major Excellence in
Education Council grant funded by the Nebraska Lottery. Supt. Dr. Duane Stehlik said
$226,995 was awarded to the school district.

Golden Rule Lumber Center (4 Corners Ag & Building Supply) underwent an exten-
sive remodel and added 1,000 square feet to its showroom.

Corrine Sevcik and Jamie Frederick were introduced as the Junior Rotarians of the
Month at the Rotary Club’s meeting at The Wright Place.

The Falls City High track teams, led by Dennis Crawford, Bob Streit, Roger Windle
and Noala Fritz, had 37 athletes out for the spring, including returning state meet qual-
ifier Jill Hullman.

The Falls City golf team finished third at the Auburn Triangular to open the 1998 sea-
son. Joey Brunette led FC with a 40, while Michael Hillyard fired a 42.

A bill over the Nebraska-Missouri boundary was unpopular with the Richardson
County Board of Commissioners. LB59 favored Missouri, splitting the border down the
middle of the Missouri River, causing many Nebraska counties to lose countless acres
of land. Richardson County stood to lose 1,700 acres if approved. With the loss of land
comes the loss of property taxes. The county would stand to lose $3,280 per year and
School District #56 would lose $11,400 annually.

April 1-7 declared Week of the Young Child
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ship (CCP) Coach and
C4K Director: Susan Witt.

Staff are all certified in
Infant Massage, Float four
Life Instructors, as well as
(FAN)Facilitating Attuned
Interactions. These are
also open to the public.

Susan Johnson is work-
ing on her certification as
a Birth Doula. She is cer-
tified in teaching Circle of
Security Parenting Class
and Circle of Security
Classroom which is for
Early Childhood Educa-
tors.

For nearly 15 years, the
Sixpence Early Learning
Fund has shifted the odds
of lifelong success for
over 6,000 of Nebraska’s
infants and toddlers.

Sixpence invests in
programs built on prac-
tices proven to support
the development of cog-
nition and character of
young children. Each Six-
pence-funded  program
represents a community
partnership between local
school districts, service
providers, and other agen-
cy stakeholders.

There are five qualifying
factors for joining the Six-
pence Program.

Are you a teen parent;
Are you a parent without
a high school diploma;
Does your child/family
qualify for free/reduced
lunches; Was your child
born prematurely, or had
a NICU stay and Is your
main language something
other than English.

The Council voted on an
8-0 margin to confirm Bri-
an Daake to the Economic
Development Board for
the term expiring on De-
cember 31, 2024, as rec-
ommended by Mayor Har-
kendorff.

The Council also heard
the discussion and action
for a request to subordi-
nate the lien on the proper-
ty at 918 East 14th Street.

“This was an owner/oc-
cupied rehab project that
was completed out of the
2017 program,” said Ad-
ministrator ~ Nussbaum.
“They are doing a refi-
nance on the home, and we
(the city) have first lien on
it right now. There’s about
$8.,000 left on our lien, so
they are requesting us to
subordinate that.” The city
will essentially be moved
down to the second stage
instead of the first stage.
The city will not be out
any funding; it’s all grant
money that comes in. The
motion passed on an 8-0
vote.

The fourth item on the
agenda was a request by
the Falls City Volunteer
Fire Department to amend

its by-laws.

Jon McQueen of the Vol-
unteer Fire Department
addressed the Council,
stating the department
wants to amend its by-
laws to include Article
XVIII to allow the Fire
Department to notify all
active members of re-
minders of dates and times
of upcoming events, spe-
cial meetings, functions,
training, special requests
and voting for new mem-
bers by electronic messag-
ing. Electronic messaging
shall mean electronic mail
and other electronic mes-
saging systems that are
used to communicate be-
tween individuals.

Before the addition of
Article XVIII, physical
letters needed to be mailed
to the members regarding
voting on new members.

“Really, a lot of people
respond more to the cell
phones by texting and
calling,” said McQueen.

The action passed on an
8-0 vote.

The final item on Mon-
day’s agenda was the dis-
cussion and action of a re-
quest to allow the issuance
of open burn permits for
residential yards and gar-
dens by the Falls City Fire
Department. ~ McQueen
asked permission to allow
the Fire Department to is-
sue burn permits within
the city limits on Earth
Day, April 22, 2023, with
an alternate date of April
29,2023, if necessary. The
department would decide
if sufficient moisture had
been received and if winds
were within the guide-
lines. The permits would
be for residential grass
yards and gardens only.
The Fire Chief or designee
would inspect the proper-
ty before the issuance of
a permit and collect a $10
fee.

After a lengthy discus-
sion, the action died due
to a lack of a motion.

“We have this neat dump
and people could mow
their yards, pick it up and
take it out there,” said
Councilperson Leyden. “I
don’t know why we have
this leaf dump if we are
going to let people burn
stuff in their yard. I don’t
know how necessary this
is when we have that. Ev-
erybody else drives their
stuff out there.”

Administrator Nussbaum
clarified that the report
showing 31 permits issued
for February and 107 per-
mits issued for the year
reflect the Rural Fire De-
partments’ number of burn
permits, not the city’s.

Anyone who would still
like to get a burn per-

3-State Stockyards

e\ Falls City, Nebraska
PECIAL BRED COWS, BRED HEIFERS, COW CALF PAIRS,
FIRST CALF HEIFER PAIRS & BREEDING BULLS SALE
FRIDAY EVENING, MARCH 31ST - 6:30 PM

Brian Witt
402-245-2485

Falls City, Nebraska ¢ Phone: 402-245-5004
To consign cattle or for more information, call:

Bob Witt
402-245-5154

Tom Witt
402-245-4641
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mit for their property can
come before the Council
and make the request.

Second K-9
approved for
Sheriffs Dept.

(Continued from Page 1)

tect everything, including
marijuana.

“They’re trained on an
odor on a scent and that’s
what they look for. Even if
marijuana gets legalized,
it’s never going to be le-
gal in the schools,” said
Hardesty. “The other thing
is, we’re going to be busy
with Valor and now this fe-
male because Missouri is
our neighbor and they have
recreational THC products.
We’ve already encountered
it in a couple of traffic
stops. It’s not always go-
ing to be on Ratcliffe and
Valor. We’ve got to be able
to fluctuate their schedules.
Dogs, like us, get tired.”

But they will work to-
gether one day a week on
training day.

“I think they’ll work well
together and be able to feed
off each other and bounce
ideas back and forth,”
Hardesty said of Deputies
Franks and Ractliffe.

Currently, the Depart-
ment has a little over
$6,000 in the K9 fund.

The dog will be $9,500.
The Sheriff said they don’t
want to bleed their K9 fund
dry because they still have
vet appointments, groom-
ing and food to think about,
as well as things like the
insert for the vehicle, ther-
mal system and kennel, to
name a few.

But they always accept
donations that can be sent
to the Richardson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office — K-9
Fund.

Brian Kirkendall, EMA
Director, could not meet
with the Board this week
and has rescheduled for the
next meeting.

The contract with Sky-
line Construction, Inc.
will be considered at next
week’s meeting.

Caverzagie made a mo-
tion to allow the payment
of all submitted claims.
Motion seconded by Sick-
el, the motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at
10:30 a.m. The Board will
meet again on Wednesday,
March 29, 2023, at 9:00
a.m. in the Commission-
er’s Meeting Room, Court-
house, Falls City. The
agenda is kept current at
the County Clerk’s Office.

Nebraska Heartland
WarmUp SpeedCubing
Competition

COMING TO
FALLS CITY
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Sat, April 1%
9am-7pm
Sun, April 2™
8:30am-5pm
Prichard Auditorium
Viewing is Open to Public
Cocessions on Site by Gitl

Scouts. Katie’s Tropical
Sno @ Select Times.

Celebrating

10 year Anniversary

in Falls City!



