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• St. Thomas Episcopal Church Worship Schedule for March• St. Thomas Episcopal Church Worship Schedule for March
• Spaghetti Feed for Greg Strickland, March 11 from 4-7PM• Spaghetti Feed for Greg Strickland, March 11 from 4-7PM
• Verdon Vol. Fire Dept. Soup Supper, March 19 • Verdon Vol. Fire Dept. Soup Supper, March 19 
• Absolute Land Auction - 2 Tracts/Richardson Co. March 20• Absolute Land Auction - 2 Tracts/Richardson Co. March 20
• Salem Grain Co. Online Auction, Wed. March 22• Salem Grain Co. Online Auction, Wed. March 22
•• Taxes due April 18, The Write A-Way Income Tax & Accounting Taxes due April 18, The Write A-Way Income Tax & Accounting

Refunds for over-billing the 
Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) 
have been posted to customers’ 
accounts.

News came last week from the 
City Office that the refund has 
been issued as a credit, specifi-
cally to the PCA billing line, and 
is reflected on each customer’s 
March utility bill. The amount 
of credit varies on the total kilo-
watt hours (kWh) consumed by 
the customer between October 
1, 2022, to January 15, 2023.

A total credit of $411,753.11 is 
being issued back to customers 
due to the billing error. A total 
of $170,435.02 has been refund-
ed to residential customers and 
$221,404.74 has been refunded 
to commercial customers. A to-
tal of $21,913.35 is included in 
the refund for sales tax and/or 
any penalties associated with the 
PCA billing line item. Any bill 
payment extensions granted to 
customers during this timeframe 
will not affect the ability for the 
customer to attain future bill 
payment extensions.

A summary of how customers 
can view their total credit is as 
follows:

PSN Customers: The refund is 
posted and is viewable on your 
online account. The online ac-
counts will not detail a negative 
balance. If you have paid ahead 
and show a zero balance, the 
credit will be detailed as soon as 
a balance due is posted.

Level Pay Customers: The 
billing error did not affect your 
level pay amount and your 
monthly level payments remain 
unaffected. Level pay schedules 
are derived from the previous 
24 months of utility billing and 
your billing history will detail 
the billing error to reflect the 
correct usage/cost for future-
level pay calculations.

Paper Billing Customers: The 
refund will be detailed on your 
next monthly paper bill.

The error was discovered near 
the beginning of February in cal-
culating the “power cost adjust-
ment” (PCA) billing during a 
recent internal audit of customer 
utility accounts resulting in an 
overcharge. The audit was part 
of multiple layer control steps 
the City has in place to perform 
routine monthly oversight au-
dits. “The monthly control pro-
cedures failed and new steps 
have been implemented by man-
agement for oversight and con-
trol to ensure the error doesn’t 
happen again,” City Clerk An-
thony Nussbaum stated at the 
time. “The PCA calculation is 
performed manually each billing 
cycle and then entered into the 
City’s utility billing software. 
Unfortunately, the manual cal-
culation was incorrect, and the 
current checks/balances process 
did not catch the error resulting 
in an overcharge to our custom-
ers for electrical power con-
sumed.”

According to Nussbaum, the 
error was specific to the PCA 
billing for electric power. Elec-
tric rates, usage and all other 
utility rates, including water, gas 
and sewer, were not affected.

“Due to the error occurring at 
the effectiveness of the October 
1, 2022 rate increase, the City is 
also crediting back any penal-
ties and fees that may have oc-
curred due to the overbilling of 
the PCA. The City operates one 
month behind on utility billing, 
so the error affected three billing 
months,” stated Nussbaum.

The City stated on its website 
that “The City of Falls City con-
siders transparency with our cit-
izens of utmost importance, and 
we apologize for any confusion 
and inconvenience this issue 
caused. Additional control mea-
sures have been implemented to 
ensure this error does not occur 
in the future.”

Utility billing refunds 
issued after error

discovered last month

The Humboldt City Council met on February 21 at Humboldt City 
Hall for their regularly scheduled meeting. 
Councilperson Jan Wilhelm was absent. 
A public hearing was held to provide an opportunity for public 

comment concerning the Community Development Block Grant ap-
plication for renovations to Nider’s Grocery Store. 
The grant was made available through the CARES Act. The City is 

proposing to provide a $125,000 Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) load for direct assistance to Cleaning Cousins, LLC 
doing business as Niders Grocery, to assist with direct financial 
start-up costs associated with equipment, working capital and build-
ing improvements for a grocery store business expansion located at 
734 3rd Street in Humboldt. The project involves a CDBG award 
of $145,000 from the Nebraska Department of Economic Devel-
opment to the City, $10,000 of which will go to the City for grant 
administrative expenses and $10,000 for construction management 
expenses. The project will provide essential goods and services to 
prevent, prepare for and respond to the coronavirus pandemic. Upon 
meeting the maintenance requirements, the $125,000 performance-
based load will be forgiven entirely. The project will be completed 
within thirty months. 
No comments were made from the public and the meeting closed. 
The authorization of the execution of all contracts, documents, or 

other memoranda between the City, Nider’s Grocery and the Ne-

Humboldt City Council approves 
Ambulance Squad purchase of 

power loading system and power 
loading ambulance cot

The Falls City Council met at City Hall for its 
regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, February 
21, 2023.
Roll call was taken with councilpersons Don 

Ferguson, Amber Holle, Joe Buckminster, Kay-
lie Ractliffe, Shawn Fouraker, Carla Rhodd and 
James Wisdom answering the call. Councilperson 
Derrick Leyden was absent.
In the Mayor’s report, Mayor Harkendorff 

thanked everyone for helping him by taking com-
mittee appointments. Harkendorff congratulated 
Wyatt Olberding for his second-place finish at the 
state wrestling meet.
In the City Administrator’s report, Anthony Nuss-

baum updated the Council on the ERP software 
installation. Nussbaum also noted that annexation 
talks have been in the works with some property 
owners that butt up with the city limit. Nussbaum 
mentioned that Mayor Harkendorff was in talks to 
turn the Rivoli Theater into a performance venue 
or a theater.
Tuesday night’s hot topic included the discussion 

and action of awarding a contract for a Falls City 
firework display to coincide with the 2023 Hot 
Air Balloon Festival. Mayor Harkendorff had re-
quested that the city entertain the idea of hosting 
an annual fireworks show and it was deemed best 
to be held in conjunction with the Hot Air Balloon 
Festival.
City Administrator Nussbaum noted that the 

city hadn’t budgeted explicitly for this particular 
event; however, the money could come from the 
city’s economic development funds.
“One of the economic development goals within 

the 2014 comprehensive plan was to revive the hot 
air balloon festival, which the Chamber took on to 
do that,” stated Nussbaum. “I think this would be 
an additional feature that would improve that.”
Two vendors submitted bids for two options, a 

$15,000 and a $20,000 show. Submissions came 
from Wald & Co., Inc. of Greenwood, Missouri 
and PayUp$ucker Promotions from Everest, Kan-
sas.
“You’re pretty much talking; a $15,000 show is 

going to be a 15-minute show,” said Nussbaum.
Councilperson Ractliffe took objection with ask-

ing the taxpayers to foot the bill of the firework 
show on the heels of record-high utility bills.
“Six days ago, our utility payments were due, 

and for many of us in town, our payments were 
double if not more than what they normally are. I 
think for a mayor who had his election campaign 
run on the fact that we spend ‘totally, totally a lot 
of money,’ asking taxpayers to spend $20,000 on 
fireworks, that essentially no one but the Mayor is 
asking for, is extremely disrespectful to our town 
and our taxpayers,” said Council person Kaylie 
Ractliffe.
“I cannot justify spending $20,000, money that is 

not budgeted for, out of an economic development 

City Council discusses a taxpayer 
funded fireworks display

A representative from Spartan-
Nash, announced last week that 
they are in the process of refresh-
ing the Sun Mart at 1900 Harlan 
St., and converting it to a Family 
Fare store. 

“This summer, we’ll be offering 
some exciting new amenities and 
rewards to create a better shop-
ping experience for our guests,” 
stated Anne Michaletz of Spar-
tanNash.

Family Fare is a division of 
Spartan Nash and operates stores 
in Michigan, North Dakota, Ne-
braska, Iowa, South Dakota, Min-
nesota and Wisconscin. 

SunMart to 
operate as a  

Family Fare store 
this summer

Commissioners 
hold one in six 
year road plan 
public hearing 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: ON YOUR FEET

DOWN
1. Yarn defect
2. 100 centavos in Mexico
3. A long time ago
4. Somewhat (2 words)
5. City on the Seine
6. Pool growth
7. ____ but not heard”
8. *Rupturing this will take you off 
your feet
9. Can of worms
10. Deciduous tree
11. *Percussion with one’s feet
13. Piano adjusters
14. Scrawny one
19. Caribbean religious and healing 
practice
22. Noble title
23. Apple TV+ coach
24. Acrylic fiber
25. Amortization root
26. *0.3048 meters
27. Web mag
28. Domains
29. Agricultural enterprises
32. Narc’s unit
33. Contagious bug
36. *On your feet
38. Exclamation of delight or dis-
may (2 words)
40. El ____
41. Nutrias
44. Fowl perch
46. Bear pain
48. Bowl-shaped vessel
49. Like exes
50. Container weight
51. Last word on army radio
52. Furnace output
53. Republic of Ireland
54. Part of a seat
55. Hammer or sickle
56. Internet meme move

ACROSS
1.Pampering places
5. *____ de trois
8. Lend a criminal hand
12. Toy block
13. As old as time?
14. Milan’s La ____
15. Drug addict
16. Craving
17. Some primatologists’ study ob-
ject, for short
18. *Shoe, not a titular character in 
Henry James’ novel
20. What spirits and culprits have in 
common
21. Falstaffian in body
22. Jack Kerouac’s ___ Paradise
23. *Shoe, not lazy person
26. Concealing plant, in a painting 
(2 words)
30. Not leg
31. ____ ____ help
34. Poet Pound
35. *Sound of Wellington boots
37. U.N. labor issues org.
38. Twig of a willow tree
39. Database command
40. Type of purse
42. “Platoon” setting, for short
43. Canadian province
45. Overly preoccoupied with 
something
47. Motion of assent
48. Louisiana swamp
50. Like list of chores
52. *Animated movie about a danc-
ing penguin (2 words)
56. “All About Eve” star
57. Biblical birthright seller
58. Generic dog name
59. Are not
60. What snob puts on
61. Cogito, ____ sum
62. Mountain, in Germany
63. Trinitrotoluene, for short
64. Movie tape

Just What is the State of the State?
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
The State of the State on 

its 156th birthday.
It’s still a very red, heavi-

ly conservative and largely 
Republican mecca situat-
ed in one of those mostly 
square states out west that 
a lot of people couldn’t find 
on an unmarked map. And 
we like it that way.
Well, a lot of us seem to. 

Might that change? Could 
Nebraska be the place 
where high school and 
college graduates want to 
stay? Could it become a 
magnet for young people 
and innovation? Progress 
in that direction is slow, but 
it could happen.
Governors (they’ve all 

been Republicans for de-
cades) and legislatures 
(they’re “officially nonpar-
tisan” but have been heavi-
ly Republican, 32 of 49 this 
year) seem to try to come 
up with something new, 
something very Nebras-
ka-centric, every year.
This year, while the Leg-

islature seems to be putting 
a lot of effort into antiabor-
tion and open carry gun is-
sues; the governor is trying 
to provide state money for 
every public school student 
– about $1,500 per head 
– as a way to reduce local 
school districts reliance on 
property taxes to do the 
job. Sounds nice. The prob-
lem? Sustainability. There 
is no mechanism for grow-
ing that amount over time, 
especially after the large-
ly pandemic related cash 
overflow disappears.
Spending billions on pro-

grams and projects using 
money filtered through the 
federal government for 
pandemic relief is bound 
to be a poor business mod-
el, according to at least one 
think tank and other legis-
lative observers. The bigger 
problem, caps on school 
district’s ability to gener-
ate local revenue will cause 
inequitable distribution of 
funds in at least nine dis-
tricts.  
Unless you’re reading this 

column for the first time in 
more than a decade, you 
know what I like to say. 
The problem with develop-
ing tax policy is that it’s a 
matter of whose ox is get-
ting gored. Some who own 
oxen scream louder and 
longer than others. Besides, 
equitable means equal with 
no “ifs, ands or buts.” 
The same problem exists 

with the governor’s budget 
bill, even as modified by 
the Appropriations Com-
mittee. Sustainability.
Then try to account for 

spending multiple millions 
for: not one, but maybe two 
new prisons because the 
state is too stubborn to look 

at programs and sentencing 
reforms; a big ditch to take 
largely nonexistent water 
from the South Platte River 
in Colorado – anybody no-
tice the drought lately? Or 
maybe a bigger than Oko-
boji lake between Lincoln 
and Omaha.  
While those issues con-

tinue to be wrangled at the 
state Capitol, the Universi-
ty of Nebraska-Lincoln Bu-
reau of Business Research 
says one pandemic-related 
factor appears to be work-
ing.  A survey reveals that 
more Nebraskans are work-
ing remotely and it seems 
more businesses appear 
comfortable with the ar-
rangement.  
The survey found changes 

in attitudes about working 
from home and the frequen-
cy of employees doing so; 
yet little change in the usage 
of office space. On average, 
16.5% of workers are ful-
ly remote or have a hybrid 
work schedule according to 
the survey, compared with 
10.7% before the pandem-
ic. The survey also found 
that 27.6% of businesses 
are more comfortable with 
remote work now than they 
used to be, while 13.3% are 
less comfortable.
But businesses are not 

downsizing their physical 
footprints. More business-
es (7.3%) increased space 
than reduced it (3.7%). The 
rest kept the same amount 
of space. Bureau Director 
Eric Thompson said 52% of 
businesses believe it is vital 
to maintain office space for 
remote workers on occa-
sions when they come into 
the office. Many surveyed 
businesses also own their 
own building and do not 

rent out space. These busi-
nesses would have difficul-
ty quickly changing office 
space use.
Finally, University of Ne-

braska-Lincoln athletics 
are generating buzz again. 
At this writing, the wom-
en’s basketball team has a 
1413 record, the men are 
an unbelievable 1414 and 
the football program has a 
new team of coaches and a 
recruiting class – including 
a hot     quarterback from 
the transfer portal – that has 
finally drawn national rec-

ognition.
Ah yes, hope springs eter-

nal on all fronts.
Now, about that brain 

drain and making the state 
a magnet for new business 
and industry. Maybe after 
the Legislature goes home 
in June some folks with 
good ideas can get together 
and finally be heard.
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	

Nebraska Statewide 
Classified Network

ANNOUNCEMENT
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! 
For $225/25 word classified you 
can advertise in over 150 Nebras-
ka newspapers. For more informa-
tion contact your local newspaper 
or call 1-800-369-2850.
 
HELLO NEBRASKA! Introduc-
ing www.nepublicnotices.com, a 
new public notice website present-
ed as a public service by all Ne-
braska newspapers. Free access, 
fully searchable – because democ-
racy depends upon open govern-
ment and your right to know. 

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message to 155 
newspapers across Nebraska for 
one low price! Call 1-800-369-
2850 or www.nebpress.com for 
more details.
 
FOR SALE - SENIORS
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concen-
trator? May be covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design 
and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-385-3580.
 
STROKE AND Cardiovascu-
lar disease are leading causes of 
death, according to the American 
Heart Association. Screenings can 
provide peace of mind or early de-
tection! Contact Life Line Screen-
ing to schedule your screening. 
Special offer - 5 screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-844-893-8016
 
FOR SALE - SERVICES
ELIMINATE GUTTER clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking gutter 
protection. Schedule a FREE Le-
afFilter estimate today. 20% off 
Entire Purchase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
671-2859
 
FOR SALE - UTILITIES

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on 
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full 
installation services available. $0 
Down Financing Option. Request 
a Free, no obligation, quote today. 
Call 1-833-513-0190.
 
HOME REPAIR
DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation Repair! A 
permanent solution for water-
proofing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspection & Same 
Day Estimate. $250 off ANY 
project with code GET250. Call 
1-844-958-3431
 
HOME SERVICES
REPLACE YOUR roof with the 
best looking and longest lasting 
material   steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! Three styles and multiple 
colors available. Guaranteed to 
last a lifetime! Limited Time Of-
fer - $500 Discount + Additional 
10% off install (for military, health 
workers & 1st responders.) Call 
Erie
Metal Roofs: 1-888-316-7713
 
SENIOR CARE
CARING FOR an aging loved 
one? Wondering about options like 
senior-living communities and in-
home care? Caring.com’s Family 
Advisors are here to help take the 
guesswork out of senior care for 
you and your family. Call for your 
FREE, no-obligation consultation: 
1-888-495-3288
 
SENIORS
PUT ON your TV Ears and hear 
TV with unmatched clarity. TV 
Ears Original were originally 
$129.95 - NOW WITH THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER are only $59.95 
with code MCB59! Call 1-833-
926-4154
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From the Journal From the Journal 
FilesFiles
By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim
50-25-15 Years Ago50-25-15 Years Ago

50 Years Ago, February 29, 1973 to March 7, 1973
The Irish basketball team was nudged out of a berth in the Class D state tourney, falling to 

Yutan, 59-58. Rich Witt scored 18 points to lead Sacred Heart. 
Cheerleaders were picked for the 1973-74 school year at Falls City High School. Varsity 

cheerleaders for football and basketball included Cathy Falter, Betty Rowan, Lisa Langan, 
Cindy Burton, Joni Runyan and Karen Cudney. 
The 12-day bombing blitz in December of 1972 by the United States cost $25 million per 

day to carry out. 
Mrs. Henry Schwartz of the secretarial committee, Mrs. Kenneth Zoeller publicity com-

mittee and Ron Schwartz map and assignment committee headed up the canvassing for the 
county-wide Bible distribution and church census project. 
�$�� �E�L�O�O���W�R���P�D�N�H���D�O�P�R�V�W���P�D�Q�G�D�W�R�U�\�� �W�K�H���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I�� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���\�R�X�Q�J�V�W�H�U�V���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���V�S�H�F�L�À�F��

�G�L�V�H�D�V�H�V���H�D�U�Q�H�G���À�U�V�W���U�R�X�Q�G���Á�R�R�U���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O���L�Q���W�K�H���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H���E�\���D�������������Y�R�W�H�����7�K�H���E�L�O�O���U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G��
children aged 12 and under to be immunized against measles, rubella, poliomyelitis, diphthe-
ria, pertussis and tetanus unless the parents objected. The exception was designed to accom-
modate those families whose religious beliefs would be offended by the vaccination. 
James Standerford of Humboldt was elected chairman of the Richardson County Extension 

Board. 
�7�R�P���+�L�O�O�����D���I�R�U�P�H�U���,�U�L�V�K���E�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O���V�W�D�Q�G�R�X�W�����Z�D�V���V�H�W���W�R���S�O�D�\���K�L�V���À�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���I�R�U���1�R�U�W�K�Z�H�V�W��

Missouri State. Hill’s best game to date was a 17-point effort against Southwest Missouri 
State. 
�$�������µ���D�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F���À�Q�H���W�X�Q�L�Q�J���F�R�O�R�U���7�9���R�Q���D���V�Z�L�Y�H�O���E�D�V�H���F�R�X�O�G���E�H���K�D�G���D�W���&�K�D�Q�H�\���0�X�V�L�F���&�H�Q�W�H�U��

�I�R�U���D���V�X�S�H�U���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I��������������������
Terri Fisher, a senior at Falls City High School, and Dan Kean, a senior at Sacred Heart, were 

named the Elks Most Valuable Student contest winners. 
�7�Z�R���/�R�Q�G�R�Q���E�R�X�Q�G���D�L�U�O�L�Q�H�U�V���F�R�O�O�L�H�G���L�Q���Á�L�J�K�W���Q�H�D�U���1�D�Q�W�H�V�����)�U�D�Q�F�H�����2�Q�H���S�O�D�Q�H���F�U�D�V�K�H�G�����N�L�O�O-

ing 63 persons, while the second avoided catastrophe by making an emergency landing at a 
military base. 
�7�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���)�X�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�����������������I�R�U���W�K�H���H�L�J�K�W���F�K�D�U�L�W�D�E�O�H���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�V��

served by the Fund. Don Campbell chaired the campaign. 
Steve Kopetzky, a Sacred Heart sophomore, won the American Legion state oratorical con-

test in Grand Island. 
The Viet Cong released 34 more prisoners of war in Hanoi, including the only foreign wom-

an held by the Communists.
Gary Shrauger of Humboldt and David Hatch of Falls City enlisted in the U.S. Navy.
Carl Ashman, an assistant for the previous three seasons, was hired as the new Falls City 

High School basketball coach. 
Seid Implement honored Robert McAfee and Ernest Garret for their ten years of service with 

the company. 
�'�U�����-�����/�����6�D�Q�F�K�H�]���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���Z�D�V���D�P�R�Q�J���������G�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���K�R�Q�R�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���������\�H�D�U���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H�V���D�W���W�K�H��

Missouri University School of Dentistry alumni convention in Kansas City. 
25 Years Ago, February 29, 1998 to March 7, 1998

Timothy von Behren received congratulations from Gov. Ben Nelson and First District Sen. 
Floyd Vrtiska for his grand prize-winning art entry during the Nebraska Statehood celebra-
tion. Timothy’s pastel drawing depicted him and his dad sledding near their home. 
Falls City golfer Ed Hartman was a member of a four-person team that won the 6th annual 

Tipperary Crystal Cup Pro-Am Golf Tournament at the Stallion Mountain Golf Courses in 
Las Vegas. 
Brandi Standerford, a student at Southeast Community College in Beatrice, won the Make-

It-With-Lard Pie Contest at the Market Hog Show in Humboldt. Lucky pie judges included 
Carol Glathar, Doug Boham and Harlan Findlay. 
Falls City High School students Lindsay Hughes, Angela Bryan, Becky Surman and Lindsey 

�%�R�U�J���Z�H�U�H���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���W�R���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���D�W���2�P�D�K�D�·�V���K�R�Q�R�U���E�D�Q�G����
David Hillyard and Laura Schawang, both of Falls City, were named the top students in the 

annual Falls City Elks Lodge’s “Most Valuable Student” scholarship and leadership contest. 
�7�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �R�I�� �+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W�� �K�D�G�� �V�L�[�� �F�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V�� �À�O�H�� �W�R�� �U�X�Q�� �I�R�U�� �P�D�\�R�U���� �&�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H�V�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�� �%�R�E��

Bowen, Millie A. VanDeventer, Ross McCage, Ted B. Schuler, John M. Stalder and George 
E. Marburger. 
Senior Janelle Findlay made a strong run but came up just short of her sisters scoring record 

�D�W�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G���� �)�L�Q�G�O�D�\�� �V�F�R�U�H�G�� �������� �S�R�L�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �K�H�U�� �V�H�Q�L�R�U�� �\�H�D�U�� �D�Q�G�� �À�Q�L�V�K�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K��
�������������F�D�U�H�H�U���S�R�L�Q�W�V�����M�X�V�W���E�H�K�L�Q�G���K�H�U���V�L�V�W�H�U���-�H�Q�Q�\�·�V���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I����������������

15 Years Ago, February 29, 2008 to March 7, 2008
Nebraska astronaut Clayton Anderson was presenting a program for the students, staff and 

general public at Southeast Consolidated School. 
Falls City was announced as one of two Nebraska communities to host the summer Chautau-

�T�X�D���V�H�U�L�H�V�����V�S�R�Q�V�R�U�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���+�X�P�D�Q�L�W�L�H�V���&�R�X�Q�F�L�O����
FC Pharmacy owners Ken and Cecelia Kunce and Dana and Lori Rathje were pictured donat-

�L�Q�J���D���F�K�H�F�N���I�R�U�������������������W�R���W�K�H���&�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���0�H�G�L�F�D�O���&�H�Q�W�H�U�·�V���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���I�X�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H����
The Falls City Council voted ‘nay’ on a 6-2 margin in opposition to a plan to annex properties 

�Q�R�U�W�K���D�Q�G���H�D�V�W���R�I���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\�����7�K�H���D�Q�Q�H�[�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���D�G�G�H�G�����������������D�F�U�H�V���W�R���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�H���&�L�W�\���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G�������������������D�Q�Q�X�D�O�O�\���L�Q���V�D�O�H�V���W�D�[���U�H�Y�H�Q�X�H����
�7�K�H���6�D�F�U�H�G���+�H�D�U�W���/�D�G�\���,�U�L�V�K���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���D�������������U�H�F�R�U�G���D�Q�G���D���W�K�L�U�G���S�O�D�F�H���À�Q�L�V�K��

at state. Katelyn Wheeler wrapped up her impressive Irish career with 548 points in her senior 
�V�H�D�V�R�Q���D�Q�G���������������I�R�U���K�H�U���F�D�U�H�H�U����
�7�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���E�R�\�·�V���Z�R�Q���W�K�H�L�U���À�U�V�W���U�R�X�Q�G���J�D�P�H���D�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���W�R�X�U�Q�D�P�H�Q�W�����G�H�I�H�D�W�L�Q�J���3�R�W�W�H�U���'�L�[������������������

Caleb Pokorny led SH with 22 points, while Joe Santo sank four three-pointers and scored 14. 
Falls City senior Brittany Munoz signed a letter of intent to play softball for the Peru St. Lady 

Bobcats. Munoz earned Class C All-State recognition as a catcher, batting .319 with only two 
errors. 
Eight members of the Tri-State Corridor Alliance took their efforts to Washington, D.C., to 

gain federal funding for the new Missouri River bridge at Rulo. Locals making the trip were 
Falls City mayor Rod Vandeberg, Mound City Mayor David Duncan, Brown County Commis-
sioner Steve Roberts, EDGE Director Chuck Whitney, Consultant Renee Bauer, Hotel Ste-
phenson owner Mitch Glaeser, Karl Forehand of Craig, Mo and Alliance Chairman Charlie 

City Council discusses a taxpayer 
�I�X�Q�G�H�G���À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���G�L�V�S�O�D�\

(Continued from Page 1)
fund when there are a thou-
sand other priorities that we 
�K�D�Y�H���� �I�R�U�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���� �D�W�� �D�Q��
event that is already going 
to have, that a lot of people 
put a lot of time and energy 
into planning to ensure that 
there is a lot to do,” said 
Ractliffe. “There is not nec-
�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���D���Q�H�H�G���I�R�U���À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V��
to entertain people, but I 
�W�K�L�Q�N�� �D�G�G�L�Q�J�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V�� �D�Q�G��
asking taxpayers to pay for 
it is not appropriate.”
Mayor Harkendorff stat-

ed many people had shown 
great interest in the event, 
as did Councilperson Buck-
minster.
“I’ve had a lot of people 

comment that they wish 
something like this would 
get brought back up,” said 
Buckminster. “Fireworks, 
a lot of money that goes up 
in a hurry, but it brings the 
community together and 
there are a lot of people who 
really enjoy it but can’t af-
ford to leave town to go see 
the shows and this puts it 
right in their backdoors.”
�%�X�F�N�P�L�Q�V�W�H�U�� �L�Q�T�X�L�U�H�G��

about taking up donations in 
the future if this were to be-
come an annual event.
“I’m sure there are some 

people in the community 
who would be willing to do-
nate to this, possibly,” said 
Buckminster.
Councilperson Ractliffe 

responded that she has 
�Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V����
it’s the idea of using pub-
lic funds for an event that 
wasn’t in the budget.
“Asking taxpayers to pay 

for it in a year that it’s not 
budgeted for, especially, like 
I said, six days ago, a lot of 
us had our utility bills raised 
and that has absolutely noth-
ing to do with this, but in the 
eyes of the taxpayers it’s 
going to matter where this 
���������������� �F�D�P�H�� �I�U�R�P���� �:�K�\��
are we paying for it? Espe-
cially when everything else 
done with the festival comes 
from donations, sponsor-
ships, and grant money. 
�,�·�P�� �D�O�O�� �I�R�U�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���� �,�� �M�X�V�W��
don’t think asking taxpayers 
to fund it, especially when 
it’s not budgeted for, it’s not 
the way to go about it,” said 
Ractliffe. “Everybody that 
I’ve talked to, they’ve seen 
the article where this is go-
ing to be talked about today, 
and they seem excited about 
it until they read closer 
and realize that it’s taxpay-
er-funded.”
Councilperson Amber 

Holle echoed Ractliffe’s 
concerns about the funding 
of the event.
“I kind of have to agree,” 

said Holle. “I’d love to see 
private donations sought out 
or the Richardson County 
Visitor’s Committee and get 
a grant through them. It’s 
such a big chunk of change 
to literally go up in smoke.”
Councilperson Ferguson 

asked if it would be best 
to test the waters this year 
and see how things go and 

next time, maybe reach out 
to other entities to ask for 
funding.
“Maybe we try it once and 

see how it goes,” said Fer-
guson.
Both Holle and Ractliffe 

stated that it should be the 
complete opposite. Accord-
ing to the two Councilper-
sons, not doing the show 
and planning for it next 
year, with a budget, seemed 
the best next step.
At the end of the discus-

sion, a motion was made by 
Buckminster and second-
ed by Ferguson to approve 
�W�K�H�� ���������������� �V�K�R�Z�� �E�L�G�� �E�\��
Payup$ucker Promotions. 
The Council voted 4-2-1-1, 
with Councilpersons Buck-
minster, Ferguson, Rhodd 
and Fouraker voting for it, 
while Wisdom and Ract-
liffe were against. Holle 
abstained from the vote and 
Leyden was absent.
“The Hot Air Balloon Fes-

tival is a community event 
that takes months of plan-
ning and many hours of 
work put in mostly by vol-
unteers,” said Ractliffe. “It 
is funded by sponsorships, 
donations, grants and tick-
et sales. Fireworks were 
not part of the plan for this 
year’s festival, but Mayor 
�+�D�U�N�H�Q�G�R�U�I�I�� �U�H�T�X�H�V�W�H�G�� �W�K�D�W��
they be added at the city’s 
expense. Those of us on the 
Council who are involved in 
planning the festival were 
actually the ones who advo-
cated for alternative funding 
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V����
Unfortunately, the majori-
ty vote was still in favor of 
taxpayer funding. I hope the 
community does not turn its 
back on the Hot Air Balloon 
Festival over the Council’s 
decision.”
Councilperson Fouraker 

also wanted to clarify any 
misconceptions about him 
�V�H�O�O�L�Q�J���À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���W�R���W�K�H���F�L�W�\��
“I had somebody come to 

me and ask me if the city 
�Z�D�V���J�R�L�Q�J�� �W�R���E�X�\�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V��
from me. No, I can’t even 
�V�H�O�O�� �W�K�H�V�H�� �À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���µ�� �V�D�L�G��
Fouraker. “I sell consumer 
�À�U�H�Z�R�U�N�V���� �,�� �M�X�V�W�� �F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�H��
to the people that light them 
off.”
Regarding the vote, Coun-

cilperson Ractliffe wanted 
to remind the public that the 
Council does consider the 
citizens’ input into consid-
eration. 
“I ask people to keep in 

mind that the Council mem-
bers are taxpayers too and 
every one of us, no matter 
which way we voted on this 
issue, have a genuine inten-
tion to do what’s in the best 
interest of our community,” 
said Ractliffe. “It is easier 
to do that when members 
of the public attend coun-
cil meetings or reach out 
to their council members 
beforehand to make their 
opinions heard. Unfortu-
nately, we don’t see that 
happen very often. I can tell 
you that opinions on both 
sides were well-represented 
in our discussion and all of 
us put a lot of thought into 
the votes we cast. In my 
opinion, there were viable 
alternative solutions that we 
discussed, and I just wish 
the vote would have gone 

differently.”
In other news, the Coun-

cil approved committee ap-
pointments as recommend-
ed by Mayor Harkendorff.
The Council also passed 

�R�Q�� �D�� �������� �Y�R�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �D�J�U�H�H-
ment for the dissolution of 
the American Public Ener-
gy Act (APEA) effective 
�0�D�U�F�K��������������������
The next discussion was 

a master agreement for a 
work order for Professional 
�6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q��
of the Phase 1 Street Im-
�S�U�R�Y�H�P�H�Q�W�� �3�U�R�M�H�F�W�� �E�\�� �2�O�V-
�V�R�Q�����W�R�W�D�O�L�Q�J������������������
“They will do the design 

and help us out through 
the bidding process,” said 
Nussbaum.
The project will be mostly 

overlay work but will in-
clude a street replacement 
on 14th between Stone and 
Harlan Street.
�7�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�F�L�O�� �Y�R�W�H�G�� �������� �L�Q��

favor of the agreement.
Next, Ted Godemann, rep-

resenting Southeast Nebras-
ka Insurance Agency, Inc., 
addressed the Council with 
concerns about parking near 
his business.
Godemann asked the 

Council to consider making 
two parking stalls in front of 
�K�L�V�� �E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V�� �D�W�� ���������� �6�W�R�Q�H��
Street one-hour parking.
“We have people that come 

�D�Q�G���J�R���I�U�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���µ���V�D�L�G���*�R-
demann. “People come in to 
drop off a payment or come 
in to make a payment or 
�P�D�N�H�� �D�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H���� �D�Q�� �K�R�X�U�� �L�V��
pretty reasonable.”
Godemann noted two stalls 

�Z�H�U�H���D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�G���L�Q���������������E�X�W��
those spots were removed 
when the streets were re-
done with the bump-outs at 
the intersections.
After much discussion, the 

Council comprised by ap-
proving one one-hour park-
ing stall.
Also approved was a re-

�T�X�H�V�W�� �W�R�� �F�K�D�Q�J�H�� �W�K�H�� �O�R-
�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �D�� �O�L�T�X�R�U�� �O�L�F�H�Q�V�H��
from 1124 Harlan Street to 
���������� �+�D�U�O�D�Q���E�\���$�E�X�Q�G�H�V���<��
�2�Q�D�W�H�����/�/�&�����G�R�L�Q�J���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��
as Fiesta Brava.
�7�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �L�W�H�P�� �Z�D�V�� �D�� �U�H-

�T�X�H�V�W�� �W�R�� �E�O�R�F�N�� �R�I�I�� �W�K�U�H�H��
parking stalls on the east 
side at 1522 Stone Street for 
a business open house from 
���������� �D���P���� �W�R�� ���������� �S���P���� �I�R�U��
Heller Martial Arts in April. 
�7�K�H���U�H�T�X�H�V�W���S�D�V�V�H�G���R�Q���D����������
vote.
The meeting was ad-

journed at 6:49 p.m.

Radatz.


