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Falls City Police Department Chief Jamie 
Baker wants parents to be aware of the influx of 
under-aged juveniles sharing explicit photos of 
each other. Chief Baker says the department had 
been busy working many cases dealing with this 
issue. Baker also stressed it is not an issue that 
only Falls City is dealing with. 
“This is all over; we work hard with our school 

district because they are quick to report any-
thing that goes on. We are getting a huge influx 
and I don’t think these youths understand that 
it’s a crime,” said Chief Baker. 
Baker stressed the fact that sharing or receiving 

pictures of underage people is a crime and the 
youths can and will be prosecuted for it. 
“These photos don’t go away,” said Baker. 

“They are out there once you post them. We 
have had several cases in which we have charged 
youths recently and we want to reach out to the 
public and the parents and ask them to help us 
get this resolved.”
Most importantly, Chief Baker is asking the 

parents to reach out to their children and explain 
how serious this matter is. 
“Express to them what the severity of it is,” 

said Baker. “In some cases, it could possibly be 
a felony. Sharing explicit photos, whether it is of 
yourself or someone else is illegal, it is a crimi-
nal act.” 
Chief Baker made sure to mention how well 

the school district is working with local law en-
forcement to get a handle on this issue. 
“The school district has been really good at re-

porting any information and helping us out with 
anything we do with these cases,” said Baker. 
This problem exists across all grades and can 

be found beginning in late elementary all the 
way through high school. 
Not only is the act of taking or sharing the pic-

tures and illegal activity, Chief Baker noted that 
background checks for jobs can possibly turn 
these photos up, which is the least of the wor-
ries. 
“It is a criminal act; if you get caught with it, 

unfortunately we have no other choice but to 
prosecute. We would like to have the help of the 
parents to sit down and have a candid conversa-
tion with their children.” 
Baker added that if your child has a phone, 

make sure they are aware of the responsibilities 
that come with having it and what the impact 
may be if you take or share explicit photos. 
“Educating the kids, we’ve tried doing that,” 

said Baker. “We’ve done lectures with the kids; 
I’m not saying parents don’t do this, but now 
I think reaching out to the parents and urging 
them to have a sit-down with their children and 
sharing with them how severe of a problem it 
can be if you are sharing or taking these photos, 
it can impact your life in a pretty negative man-
ner.” 
Baker commended the school district for hav-

ing such a great working relationship with the 
police department. 
“Whether it be this, any bullying issues or at-

home concerns, they are quick to share it all 
with us. They want us involved as much as pos-
sible and we try to include them on anything we 
have,” said Baker. 
In dealing with this explicit photo problem, 

Baker said it’s nothing new, it’s just becoming 
more prevalent. 
“No matter how innocent they think it is, it’s a 

crime, it’s child pornography,” said Baker. “We 
have to start with our own community at this 
point and say that receiving them or sending 
them, it’s all a crime. It’s sharing or receiving 
them is child pornography.” 

FC Police Chief Baker urges parents to 
have sit-down with their kids to discuss 

actions that could lead to criminal charges

The Falls City Public School Board discussed, considered and 
took action on a settlement of a claim made by Brenda Flerlage.
Flerlage asserted a claim for damages while employed as a cus-
todian at Falls City Public Schools and filed a lawsuit captioned 
as Brenda Flerlage v. Richardson County School District No. 56 
d/b/a Falls City Public Schools, Case No. 8:22-cv-00288. 
The Falls City Public School District through legal counsel has 

been in negotiations with the plaintiff to reach a settlement agree-
ment. A full release of liability which included a non-disparage-
ment clause was proposed in exchange for a lump sum settlement 
of $92,500. Ms. Flerlage followed the administrative process by 
initially filing a claim with Nebraska Equal Opportunity Commis-
sion and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission regard-
ing pregnancy discrimination. After this process and negotiations, 
Ms. Flerlage filed the lawsuit.
In his Superintendent Update, Tim Heckenlively stated, “This is 

a complex case and while the district and legal counsel believe 
there are defenses to Ms. Flerlage’s claims, litigation is a very 
long and very expensive process in terms of money, time, energy 
and resources.”
“Our attorneys in this case have recommended settlement, and it 

is important to note that the School District is not admitting any 
wrongdoing or liability with this settlement. The total cost to the 
Falls City Public School District will be $2,500. The settlement 
to Ms. Flerlage and her attorney of $92,500 will be paid by the 
school district’s insurance provider.”
Approved Action on Settlement of Brenda Flerlage for a lump 

sum of $92,500. The motion passed on a 5-1 vote with June Bow-
ers, Dan Jones, Anthony Johansen, Teresa Olberding, and Casson-
dra Goff casting a yes vote and Scott Hollens casting the no vote.

(Superintendent’s Report on Page 5)

FC Public School Board 
approves $92,500 settlement

Engine Five is a Fairbanks-Morse, duel fuel, 
2800 horsepower, eight cylinder engine installed 
in 1951. It is capable of generating 1.8 mega-
watts of electricity which is about 12 percent of 
the watts needed to power the entire town. 

The engine is utilized under emergency opera-
tion only limited to 100 hours/year of operation.

In 2021, the engine had a catastrophic failure 
causing warping of the 15-ton crankshaft which 
required repair. During the November 17, 2021 
City Council meeting an ordinance declared a 
Public Emergency for the immediate repair of 

the engine at the Falls City Public Plant. Dur-
ing the meeting Ray Luhring explained why it 
was an emergent ordinance. He said with en-
gine five being out of commission if Falls City 
was in a situation where the 13KV system or 
138KV system separated from the other system, 
“we wouldn’t have the capacity to generate and 
fulfill and get out and supply our 4160 circuits. 
So we need this engine repaired and we need to 
repair it quickly,” said Luhring.

He said in case of emergency or catastrophe; 
they would be able to supply all citizens within 

Crankshaft repair for engine five at the 
Falls City Power Plant is underway

Falls City’s Olberding 
shines bright on wrestling’s 

biggest stage
Tiger wrestler Wyatt Olberding wrapped up one of the most 

impressive seasons in school history with a silver medal at the 
2023 NSAA State Wrestling Championships at CHI Health 

Wyatt Olberding fourth from the left.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: U.S. PRESIDENTS

DOWN
1. *Present tense of #26 Across
2. Tibetan priest
3. “Singes” in “La PlanËte des 
singes”
4. Nearly
5. Apprentice
6. Name on apple cider vinegar bot-
tle
7. R in R&R
8. Cognizant of
9. “Sophie’s Choice” protagonist
10. *F in JFK
11. Bye, to Emmanuel Macron
12. Relating to Scandinavia
13. Casino bandits
21. Sign of assent
25. *Civil Rights Act of 1957 signer
26. Dueler’s blow
27. Hyperbolic tangent
28. Football great Graham
29. *Executive Mansion, colloquial-
ly (2 words)
30. Misrepresent
31. Make over
33. *One of four presidents to have 
never been elected
35. “Goodness gracious!”
36. “Kiss Me, Kiss Me, Kiss Me” 
band, The ____
37. High school student, usually
42. Spermatozoa counterparts
44. Not marathons, pl. (2 words)
46. Central court in domus
47. Certain frat house letters
48. Ownership document
49. Autumn color
50. Zoroaster follower
51. Pandemonium
54. Elbow-wrist connection
55. Not a slob
56. Like certain Stanley
57. A third of thrice
58. Steak choice
59. Whitetail, e.g.

ACROSS
1. Biased perspective
6. Male sibs
10. Monday Night Football audi-
ence
14. Tapiridae representative
15. Rock opera version of “La 
BohËme”
16. Object of worship
17. Opposite of alpha
18. ____ Spumante
19. Novice
20. *Unanimously elected Presi-
dent
22. Gusto
23. Eggy drink
24. Jig music, pl.
26. Stashed in a hold
30. Penniless
32. Wood turning device
33. Toll payment, e.g.
34. Not slouching
38. Like nay-sayers
39. Of many years
40. Malaria symptom
41. Instagram post
43. River, in Spanish
44. Bell-bottoms bottom
45. Dodge
47. Unexpected
48. The Cat in the Hat’s headgear 
(2 words)
51. Campbell’s container
52. International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization
53. *President Hayes’ first name
60. “Through” in a text?
61. Pelvic bones
62. Plural of #54 Down
63. Andrew Sean Greer’s 2018 Pu-
litzer Prize winner
64. Reverse action
65. Mother-of-pearl
66. *Lake off Ohio, the state known 
as “the Mother of Presidents”
67. Baseball’s “The Say Hey Kid”
68. Navigate

School finance meets property tax relief
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
His predecessor spent 

eight years pushing prop-
erty tax relief. Now, Gov-
ernor Jim Pillen wants to 
clearly tie said property tax 
relief to school finance. It’s 
up to the Legislature to fig-
ure out how to make that 
work.
Lawmakers are used to 

people complaining about 
their property taxes. Now, 
throw in some school dis-
tricts that say a proposed 
distribution of state aid isn’t 
fair and equitable. What do 
you have? A real mess or a 
problem begging for a solu-
tion? 
Pillen is behind three pri-

ority measures carried by 
three senators to implement 
the plan. He said the bills 
would increase the state’s 
investment in education 
and reduce school reliance 
on property taxes, call-
ing them the culmination 
of great teamwork from 
groups representing state-
wide stakeholders 
One bill introduced by 

Senator Rita Sanders of 
Bellevue calls on the state 
to allocate $1,500 annu-
ally for every K-12 public 
school student through the 
Tax Equity and Educational 
Opportunities Support Act 
(TEEOSA). The increase 
amounts to nearly $113 mil-
lion in state aid. In addition, 
the bill proposes a statutory 
provision that 80 percent of 
special education funding 
be covered through a com-
bination of federal and state 
funding. 
Senator Rob Clements of 

Elmwood proposed legis-
lation to create the Educa-
tion Future Fund, which 
allocates $1 billion of state 
general funds during the 
2023-2024 biennium and 
$250 million each year af-
terward for the purposes 
of funding that $1,500 per 
student as well as: special 
education; grants to retain 
licensed teachers; fund fur-
ther career and technical 
training and mentoring for 
K-12 students.
Albion Senator Tom 

Briese has a bill that would 
create a 3 percent cap on 
property tax revenue that 
a school district receives. 
It is a soft cap that can be 
overridden by 75 percent of 
voting school board mem-
bers or the approval of 60 
percent of the district’s reg-
istered voters, should there 
be a need.
With the cap, district prop-

erty tax request authority 
would be determined by 
subtracting non-property 
tax revenue from the total 

revenue limitation. The cap 
would not apply to proper-
ty tax revenues required to 
pay bonded indebtedness. 
Non-property tax revenue 
would not include spe-
cial education funding.   A 
school district may exceed 
its property tax authority, 
with a 75% majority vote of 
the school board.  Addition-
ally, a district may exceed 
their property tax request 
authority by any amount 
with a 60% vote of the peo-
ple. 
Briese admits that the rest 

of the package won’t likely 
pass without agreement on 
the cap. Aye, there’s the rub. 
Lids and caps have been 
fighting words in govern-
ment and education for de-
cades. An initial reading of 
this measure doesn’t appear 
to be all that different. 
OpenSky Institute Exec-

utive Director Dr. Rebecca 
Firestone said that while 
the think tank appreciates 
the governor’s interest in 
increasing state aid to pub-
lic education and investing 
more in our state’s children, 
there needs to be some cau-
tion.
“We have long noted that 

the best way to address 
property taxes in Nebras-
ka is to increase the share 
of state support for public 
K-12 education,” she said 
after the package was intro-
duced.
While some aspects of the 

package – such as proposed 
increases in state public ed-
ucation funding – could help 
address key state needs, 
their combined fiscal impact 
could lead policymakers to 

dip into the state’s cash re-
serve, she said later after a 
brief analysis of the bills. 
“This is concerning because 
the state’s cash reserve is 
meant to be used for ‘rainy 
days’ – typically one-time 
expenditures that serve key 
state needs in times of eco-
nomic downturn,” she said.
Some education leaders 

have also noted inequities 
in funding among same-size 
districts. To say nothing of 
the lids which have gained a 
questionable history in Ne-

braska as local governments 
and school districts have 
found ways around them.
So here we go again. Let’s 

hope it can be different this 
time around. But I still think 
it will take a miracle to put 
all the pieces together just 
to pass legislative muster, 
let alone work in the real 
world.
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	

By Kelly Evans-Hullinger, MD
Many people find themselves being told, “your blood 

pressure is pretty high today!” You might be at the den-
tist’s office for a filling, in the emergency room get-
ting stitches after an avocado mishap, or maybe you’re 
at your annual physical appointment. If you’ve never 
had high blood pressure you might be surprised at this 
news! Sometimes my own patients will call my office 
after such an event, “Doc, should I be on blood pres-
sure medication?”
When we get these calls our typical answer is: maybe, 

but maybe not. Blood pressure is a dynamic measure-
ment, affected by many things including adrenaline 
and other stress hormones. If you measure the blood 
pressure of healthy people who are in stressful circum-
stances, you will often find it to be high. This can cer-
tainly be true in healthcare settings – have you ever 
felt stressed or anxious when you are hurt in the ER 
or sitting in a dental chair? I will advise these patients 
to come into our office and check their blood pressure 
under less duress; oftentimes it will be normal and re-
assuring.
Sometimes, though, the stressful circumstance is our 

primary care office, the very place we try to screen 
for high blood pressure. Some patients have elevated 
blood pressure in their primary care provider’s office 
but not at home or elsewhere; this is often referred to 
as “white coat hypertension.” The only way to know 
for sure, though, is to check blood pressure at home or 
outside the clinic visit.
If a hypothetical adult patient, who is feeling well and 

has never before had hypertension, comes to their an-
nual physical and has a blood pressure of 155/90, the 
first step is to repeat it after a period of 5-10 minutes of 
quiet rest. If it is still elevated we will arrange to check 
resting blood pressures at home or in a series of lower 
stakes visits to the clinic with a nurse.
The diagnosis of hypertension and decisions about 

treatment should be made if the average of those rest-
ing blood pressures are above the threshold for recom-
mended treatment. Of course, if a patient truly does 
have hypertension we want to initiate lifestyle inter-
ventions and possibly medication to reduce the long-
term risk of poor health outcomes. But when it comes 
to high blood pressure, it is rarely an emergency, and 
often collecting more data is better.
Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is part of The Prairie 

Doc® team of physicians and currently practices inter-
nal medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook 
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show providing health information based on sci-
ence, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

Is all high blood 
pressure hypertension?
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From the Journal From the Journal 
FilesFiles
By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim
50-25-15 Years Ago50-25-15 Years Ago

50 Years Ago, February 22, 1973 to February 28, 1973
Company B, 134th Infantry, observed the 25th anniversary of its reorganization fol-

lowing World War II and at the same time, Sgt. First Class Jimmy L. Noll completed 
25 years of service in the National Guard unit. 
James Hunzeker was re-elected president of Richardson County Rural Water District 

No. 1, which was created to serve the west third of the county. 
Mrs. James Rider, a South School teacher, was awarded P.T.A. honorary P.T.A. 

membership for life at the Founder’s Day program. 
FFA representatives Tom Kopf and Charles Herbster visited several places in Falls 

�&�L�W�\���D�Q�G���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���R�Q���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O���G�D�\���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���Z�H�H�N���O�R�Q�J���W�R�X�U�����(�D�F�K���\�H�D�U���W�K�L�V���J�R�R�G�Z�L�O�O��
tour is made as a gesture of appreciation to all who support the Future Farmers of 
America. 
Richardson County’s population declined below 12,000 in 1972, according to a pro-

visional estimate made by the Nebraska bureau of business research. Other area coun-
ty populations were Nemaha at 8,899, Pawnee at 4,570 and Johnson at 5,823. 
�7�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���E�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O���W�H�D�P���U�R�P�S�H�G���S�D�V�W���(�O�P�Z�R�R�G�������������������I�R�U���W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���F�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q-

ship. Herb Pokorny led SH with 15 points. 
The Tiger cagers fell to the Auburn Bulldogs 82-60. John Osborne led Auburn with 

34 points, while Martie Jones added 20 for FC. The Tiger JV fell to the Bulldogs also, 
59-28. Ray Luhring led Auburn with ten points, while Lowell Lewis, Jr. led FC with 
seven. 
Falls City High School graduate Richard A. Gibson earned his Ph.D. in physics at 

North Carolina St. 
Terry Horner won a decision over Jeff Dixon of Omaha at 75 pounds and Mark Bent-

ley won a decision over Randy Curfel of Lincoln at 75 pounds in boxing matches in 
Omaha. 
Steve Pokorny scored 21 points and Bob Atiken added 14 as the SH Irish junior high 

basketball team defeated Nemaha Valley 44-31. 
�$���I�D�W�K�H�U���V�R�Q���E�D�Q�T�X�H�W���Z�D�V���K�H�O�G���D�W���6�W�����3�D�X�O�·�V���(�Y�D�Q�J�H�O�L�F�D�O���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���&�K�X�U�F�K�����Z�L�W�K����������

attending. 
Winning the top honors in the 4-H and FFA judging contest were Randy Gerweck, 

Rick Huppert, Gary Jones and Joe Fischer. 
�+�D�U�R�O�G���6�Q�H�W�K�H�Q�����0�U�V�����5�D�\�P�R�Q�G���)�L�Q�F�N���D�Q�G���/�H�V�W�H�U���)�L�V�F�K�H�U���Z�H�U�H���Q�D�P�H�G���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���R�I�À-

cers of the Richardson County 4-H Council. 
�1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���6�W�D�W�H���3�D�W�U�R�O�P�D�Q���(�G���3�R�N�R�U�Q�\���À�Q�H�G���1�L�F�N���/�����)�H�U�J�X�V�R�Q�����������I�R�U���U�L�G�L�Q�J���D���W�U�D�L�O��

bike on Highway 159 east of Falls City. 
T. B. Sherrill was named the new manager of the Municipal Airport by the Falls City 

Airport Authority. 
�7�K�H���%�R�D�U�G���R�I���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���D�J�U�H�H�G���R�Q���V�D�O�D�U�\��

�I�R�U���W�K�H�������������������D�Q�G�������������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���E�D�V�H���V�D�O�D�U�\���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���I�U�R�P�����������������W�R��
���������������L�Q�������������������D�Q�G���W�R�����������������L�Q���W�K�H�������������������V�F�K�R�R�O���\�H�D�U����
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Frehse observed their golden wedding anniversary at an open 

house in the social room of the First Christian Church. 
Cub Scout Pack 391 hosted the annual Blue and Gold banquet at the Royal Hall. 

One hundred twenty people attended the event. A skit on the “Perils of Smoking” was 
written by Craig Stevens and performed by members of Den 1. 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Nedrow, former residents of the area, were the parents of a 

daughter, Heather Lee, born at Lincoln General Hospital. 
“Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs” was presented at the Verdon School by the 

Dawson-Verdon students in grades 2-6. Pictured in the Journal were Terry Fritz as 
Nutty, Mike Pickard as Nibbles and Todd Harring as the Prince. 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Harmon and son Matt, Lamesa, Texas, visited with her parents, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marsh and his parents, Mr. and Mrs. William Harmon. 
25 Years Ago, February 22, 1998 to February 28, 1998

Top spellers in the County Spelling Bee at Southeast Consolidated Schools were 
Nick Ross, a 6th grader at Falls City Middle School and Matt Sells, a 7th grader at 
Sacred Heart. 
Florida’s deadliest swarm of tornadoes plowed through the state’s central part, kill-

�L�Q�J���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���������S�H�R�S�O�H�����(�O�H�Y�H�Q���S�H�R�S�O�H���Z�H�U�H���V�W�L�O�O���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���P�L�V�V�L�Q�J����
Thirty-four members and two guests were at the Senior Citizens Center for the Nifty 

Sixties meeting. The hosts were Betty Gerlt, Gene Lewis, Clare Stone and Blanche 
Casey. 
Gerald and Maxine (Fulk) Gormley celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary 

with an open house at O’Connor Hall in Falls City. 
Falls City wrestlers brought home four medals from the NSAA state meet in 

Lincoln. Dusty Olberding finished fourth, Marc Martin and Tom Wissman placed 
fifth and Chad Scholl earned a sixth-place medal. 
Wahoo Neumann outscored the Lady Tigers 14-6 in the final three and a half 

minutes to get the come-from-behind district final win, 35-34. 
Jane Zentner was elected president of the Retail Merchants Association for 1998 

at their meeting at Breadeaux Pizza. 
For the sixth year, Falls City was named a “Tree City” by The National Arbor Day 

Foundation. 
Twelve ladies attended Ladies Day bridge at the Falls City Country Club. Host-

esses were Gussie Heineman and Tootie Hoy. High went to Marcella Hoban and 
second high went to Helen Moore. 
Table Rock ended Dawson-Verdons’ basketball season with a 56-45 win in Stella. 

Jarod Meinheit scored 12 and Brandon Ruch added 11 for the Jets. 
�$�O�� �0�R�Q�W�J�R�P�H�U�\�� �Z�D�V�� �Q�D�P�H�G�� �´�(�P�S�O�R�\�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H���<�H�D�U�µ�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V��

�D�Q�G���3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�D�O���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���&�O�X�E�����-�X�O�L�H���%�D�X�P�D�Q���Z�D�V���Q�D�P�H�G���´�<�R�X�Q�J���&�D�U�H�H�U�L�V�W���µ���D�Q�G��
�´�:�R�P�D�Q���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�µ���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���-�R�$�Q�Q���.�R�V�R����

15 Years Ago, February 22, 2008 to February 28, 2008
Board of Public Works Chairman Merle Veigel appeared before the City Council, 

asking for a one-time increase in the gas rate for utility customers to provide an 
overall revenue increase of 11.8%.  In the past several years, Veigel stated the gas 
�G�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W���K�D�V���O�R�V�W���´�R�Y�H�U���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���D�J�J�U�H�J�D�W�H���µ��
Falls City senior Mitch Liberty broke the school’s all-time scoring record, passing 

�(�U�Q�L�H���6�W�U�D�V�L�O�·�V���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���U�H�F�R�U�G���R�I����������������
�'�R�Q���+�R�J�X�H���� �)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���� �D�Q�G���E�U�R�W�K�H�U���5�\�D�Q���� �'�H�V�K�O�H�U���� �E�R�W�K���F�R�D�F�K�H�G���L�Q���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���À�Q�D�O��

�F�R�Q�W�H�V�W�V�����)�&���Z�D�V�������������D�Q�G���'�H�V�K�O�H�U���V�D�W���D�W�������������H�Q�W�H�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O�V����
The Richardson County K-12 Art Contest judges included Della Meyer, Marjorie 

�+�H�O�P�L�F�K���D�Q�G���5�L�F�K�D�U�G���0�R�V�H�V�����7�K�H���M�X�G�J�H�V���K�D�G���W�K�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���W�D�V�N���R�I���F�K�R�R�V�L�Q�J���Z�L�Q�Q�H�U�V��
from over 420 entries. 
The Tiger boys’ basketball team was upset by 10-10 Lincoln Lutheran, 48-44, in 

�W�K�H���G�L�V�W�U�L�F�W���À�Q�D�O�V���D�W���%�H�D�W�U�L�F�H���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�����)�&���Z�D�V���O�R�R�N�L�Q�J���W�R���E�H�F�R�P�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���7�L-
ger team to make the state tourney since 1963. Mitch Liberty scored a team-high 13 
points and Trent Scheitel added 11 in the loss. 
A committee from District 56 was appointed to meet with representatives of the 

Southeast Consolidated School Board for discussions involving possible reorganiza-
tion planning.
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the community. The in-
ternal engine oil pump 
sheared the shaft and 
when it did, it stopped 
getting oil to the bear-
ings. The bearings got 
hot and then it suffered a 
crankshaft explosion. 

The damaged engine 
didn’t have an alarm or 
the ability to shut down 
for everything that hap-
pens. 

The city contracted 
with Farabee Mechani-
cal which is based out of 
�+�L�F�N�P�D�Q�����1�(���W�R���S�H�U�I�R�U�P��

�&�U�D�Q�N�V�K�D�I�W���U�H�S�D�L�U���I�R�U���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���À�Y�H���D�W���W�K�H��
Falls City Power Plant is underway

the repairs. The crank-
shaft was removed, at-
tached to a skid and slid 
thru an existing door 
opening. It was then 
loaded and transported 
to a facility in Texas that 
performed the repair of 
the crankshaft.

In September 2022, 
once the crankshaft ar-
rived in Houston, it was 
determined that the job 
would entail more than 
initially thought. The 
shaft was bent more sig-
�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\���� �D�G�G�L�Q�J�� �D�G�G�L-
tional labor charges to 

straighten it. The Board 
of Public Works recom-
mended that the Council 
approve a change order 
�I�R�U�� ������������������ �D�Q�G�� �D�X�W�K�R-
rize the Utility Super-
intendent to sign. The 
Council approved that 
change order.

While the crankshaft 
was out for repair, the 
engine was in-line bored 
and prepped for reinstal-
lation. The engine should 
be completely repaired 
and put back into opera-
tion by March of 2023.

The regular meeting of the 
Richardson County Board 
of Commissioners was 
called to order by Chair-
man Caverzagie at 9:00 
a.m. on Tuesday, February 
14, 2023.  Roll call was 
answered by Karas, Sickel 
and Caverzagie
Steve Darveau, Jr. up-
dated the Board on main-
tenance being done on 
county roads and bridges 
during the past week.  
A motion was made by 
Commissioner Sickel and 
approved for the purchase 
of a 2012 Ford F450 die-
sel with 18,642 miles from 
the Federal Surplus Center 
located in Lincoln for a 
�S�U�L�F�H���R�I������������������������������
Sheriff Hardesty updated 
the Board on the business 
�Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �/�D�Z�� �(�Q�I�R�U�F�H-
ment Center. Hardesty 
reported that three more 
�$�(�'�� �X�Q�L�W�V�� �K�D�G�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�H-
ceived through grant 
funding. The Sheriff also 
reported that some staff-
ing and duties have been 
�U�H�D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���/�D�Z���(�Q-
forcement Center.   
A fee report was approved 
for Sheriff Hardesty for 
fees collected during the 
month of January, 2023 
�W�R�W�D�O�L�Q�J��������������������������
A settlement report from 
Big Iron on the sale of the 
surplus vehicles was re-
viewed and it was report-
ed that the 2017 Dodge 
Charger Police Sedan had 
a collapsed sale and will 
be put on the next Big 
Iron sale March 8, 2023. 
Motion was made by 
Caverzagie to approve 
two purchase orders that 
were presented:  1) Stalk-
er Radar for two DSR two 
Antenna Radar for a total 
�F�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �������������������� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�������������� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�D�L�G�� �E�\��
�W�K�H���1�(���'�H�S�W���R�I���7�U�D�Q�V�S�R�U-
tation Highway Safety 
�2�I�À�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �W�R��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�������������������������D�Q�G��
2) Brite Upstate Whole-
sale Supply, Inc. for an 
In Car Video DVR w/
Blackbox Recording with 
extended warranties and 
cloud storage for a total 
�F�R�V�W�� �R�I�� �������������������� �Z�K�L�F�K��
�������������������� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �S�D�L�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���1�(���'�H�S�W���R�I���7�U�D�Q�V-
portation Highway Safety 
�2�I�À�F�H�� �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �W�R��
�F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�H�������������������������D�Q�G��
to rescind the approval of 
a purchase order present-
ed at the January 24, 2023 
meeting for the similar 
equipment in the amount 
�R�I�������������������������7�K�H���P�R�W�L�R�Q��
carried
The Board also discussed 
the purchase of two pa-
trol units, 2022 Ford for 
�W�K�H�� �S�U�L�F�H�� �R�I�� ����������������������
each which will be paid 

for through the awarded 
USDA grant funds.  The 
Board will review this 
matter further during the 
next meeting.
�(�0�$�� �'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U���� �%�U�L�D�Q��
Kirkendall, reviewed with 
the Board the installation 
of the NRIN equipment 
which will be placed on 
the Rural Water District 
one tower near Humboldt.  
There will be additional 
expenses with the place-
ment of this NRIN equip-
�P�H�Q�W�� �V�S�H�F�L�À�F�D�O�O�\�� �H�O�H�F-
tricity costs.  Kirkendall 
suggested that the County 
meet with the Rural Water 
District #1 Board to de-
velop an interlocal agree-
ment that would clarify 
the responsibilities of all 
the expenses between the 
Rural Water District #1 
and Richardson County.  
He explained that there 
is an app available which 
will help in monitoring 
the generator at the site 
to help with eliminating 
any problems with pro-
viding service. Kirkendall 

indicated that he would 
contact the Rural Water 
District #1 to get on their 
next meeting agenda with 
him and Commissioner 
Karas attending to repre-
sent the County.     
A motion was made and 
approved on the follow-
ing items, a subdivision of 
real estate located in S8, 
T1, R16 for Dennis L and 
Cheryl A Hullman and to 
adopt Resolution 2022-
2023-33. A sub-division 
of real estate located in 
S35, T1, R16 for Charles 
M and Betty L Maze and 
to adopt Resolution 2022-
2023-34 . (Reso lu t i on 
Book 27, Page 5)
Payment of claims was 
approved. 
The meeting was ad-
journed at 10:19 a.m.
The Board met again on 
Tuesday, February 21, 
2023 at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Meet-
ing Room, Courthouse, 
Falls City.  The agenda is 
kept current at the County 
�&�O�H�U�N�·�V���2�I�À�F�H������

Commissioners meet to discuss 
Roads and Sheriff’s Dept. purchasing 

vehicles and equipment


