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REMINDERSREMINDERS    SEE ADS INSIDE!SEE ADS INSIDE!
• St. Thomas Episcopal Church Worship Schedule for Feb.• St. Thomas Episcopal Church Worship Schedule for Feb.
• Public Land Auction, Feb. 18 at 10 AM.• Public Land Auction, Feb. 18 at 10 AM.
• Morrill Fire Dept. Pancake Feed, Feb. 18 & 19th• Morrill Fire Dept. Pancake Feed, Feb. 18 & 19th
• RC Courthouse closed on Monday Feb. 20• RC Courthouse closed on Monday Feb. 20
• Richardson County Land Auction, Feb. 21 at 11 AM.• Richardson County Land Auction, Feb. 21 at 11 AM.
• FC Rec Pancake/Sausage Fundraiser, Feb. 26 8AM-1PM• FC Rec Pancake/Sausage Fundraiser, Feb. 26 8AM-1PM
• Julie Bauman, CPA Scholarships due March 31 by 9PM• Julie Bauman, CPA Scholarships due March 31 by 9PM
•• Taxes due April 18, The Write A-Way Income Tax & Accounting. Taxes due April 18, The Write A-Way Income Tax & Accounting.

The Falls City Council met on Monday, February 6, in the Council 
Chambers at City Hall for its regularly scheduled meeting.
The Council opened the evening by awarding a contract totaling 

$315,295.68 to Rulo Transportation, LLC, for the Reed Bed Re-
habilitation and Replacement Project at the sewer plant. The Engi-
neer’s Opinion of Probable Construction Cost was $218,852.00 and 
the low bid from Rulo Transportation came in 44 percent above the 
projected cost. According to Utility Superintendent Ray Luhring, 
the bidders bid the worst-case scenario. After further inspection, 
Rulo Transportation said they don’t believe they will use as much 
aggregate as expected and there may be a savings of up to $180,000 
from the original bid. The city will allocate ARPA funds to pay for 
the restoration. The Council voted 8-0 to award the bid to Rulo 
Transportation.
The Council voted 8-0 in favor of approving the appointments of 

21 individuals to fill various boards at the recommendation of May-
or Harkendorff.
The Council also voted 8-0 in favor of appointing Dylan Crofford 

to the Falls City Volunteer Fire Department.
The Council heard a request from Falls City Public Schools to re-

duce the rental rates for Prichard Auditorium. City Administrator 
Anthony Nussbaum stated typically, the school books the Audito-
rium a year in advance and the 2022 rates would have been given 
for 2023 at the time of booking. The school reserves the space from 
Wednesday to Sunday morning each year in May for graduation and 
other events. In the past, the non-revenue rate for usage was $125.00 
per day; the new rates for non-revenue events are now $250.00 per 
day. The rate increase will affect the 2024 booking for the school.
Nussbaum stated that the Auditorium operates on a negative 

$30,000/year deficit and the new rates will help to offset that loss. 
The school hoped to remain at the $125.00 per day for the six and 
a half days.
Nussbaum stated that the average utility bill for the Auditorium 

averages between $150.00 and $175.00 per day for the year.
The item died of lack of a motion.
Item five was the discussion and action of a request to rent Prichard 

Auditorium on March 10th and 11th for a benefit for Greg Strick-
land and to eliminate the rental fee of $400.00. Julie Phroper ad-
dressed the Council, asking for the fees to be waived for the benefit 
so that they could give Strickland more money to help as he fights 
kidney cancer.
After hearing the request, coming on the heels of the school asking 

for a reduction, the Council let the request die for lack of a motion.
The Council voted 8-0 in favor of renting the Auditorium on Sep-

tember 20, 2023, for Chad Kruger’s and Rachel Parrish’s wedding 
and allowing alcohol to be served.
Next, the Council discussed the letter of intent to partner with 

Southeast Nebraska Development District and Southeast Nebraska 
Affordable Housing Council to commit $200,000 in resources for 
the 2023 Workforce Housing Fund.
Nussbaum told the Council that SENDD is looking to partner with 

SENAHC to create an application for workforce housing. Work-
force housing is a median income housing, above 80 percent but 
lower than 120-125 percent of median income. Options available 
are owner-occupied housing, new rental housing, owner-occupied 

Council awards Rulo 
Transportation reed bed 

rehab project

The Humboldt City Council met on Tuesday, 
February 7, at Humboldt City Hall.
The Council heard public comments. 
It was questioned by an attendee what the pur-

pose was of using the round-up money totaling 
$305.38 to purchase a new American flag.
During the January 24 Council meeting, the four-

year-old city round-up program was approved by 
the Council to be canceled. The program was set 
up as a way for people to round up their water bills 
as a donation to help other citizens who may not 
be able to pay their water bills. 
Council member Vicky Lynch said that as people 

have moved and passed away, the donations have 
declined each year. 
The Council approved the remaining $305.38 

from the program to purchase the flag as a spare 
to have on hand. The Mayor said the flag will be 
treated with respect, up every day, 365 days a year, 
all year long, “So when we need it, it will be re-
placed immediately.”
Deputy Shiley from the Richardson County Sher-

iff’s Department gave the Sheriff’s Report. There 
were 46 calls, 175 hours, eight traffic stops, one 
runaway, six investigations,  three DHHS intakes, 
three animal complaints, one suspicious person, 
two disturbances, three welfare checks, one pos-
sible death, two information-only calls, one law 
enforcement assist, three miscellaneous calls, one 
VIN inspection, one parking complaint, one theft, 
one accident, one trespassing, one warrant arrest, 
one escort and one nuisance call. 
The Council went over the maintenance report. 

It was noted that the lake park buildings were 
checked during freezing weather and everything 
looked good. At the pool, the footboard for the 
lifeguard chair was still being searched for by the 
vendor, as they still needed to locate the original 

successfully and it will need to be replaced prior 
to the state issuing the permit. The swimming pool 
buildings were checked for freezing and the pool 
pump is checked daily to ensure it isn’t freezing. It 
did freeze during the last week of January, but that 
was resolved. 
The Seventh and Nemaha water main break was 

repaired and the road is open. The grass along the 
street will be filled when the ground thaws. The 
storm sewer drain on sixth street and Central has 
been cleared and is draining. The spring line broke 
the third week of January, but it’s been repaired. 
The 1978 Chevy Dump Truck is ready for sale/
use. The garbage disposal and furnace mainte-
nance have been finished at the Old Fire Hall and 
City Hall. 
The Library Board gave its annual report. Ra-

chael Hernandez reported that the library received 
4,506 visits in 2022, “which is huge considering 
we only have 223 [library] cards.” The number 
is up dramatically from the 2,561 visits the year 
before. Library cards went from 199 to 223, with 
149 being Humboldt residents. The average atten-
dance for children’s programs was 71; the aver-
age attendance for adult programs was 23 and the 
total number of books is now 13,332. Revenue 
this year from non-resident cards was $509; fines 
$19.08; Equipment usage $368.80; other income 
$93.85; state aid $846.00; ARPA grant $3973.00 
for a total of $5809.00. Material Expenditures 
were $4,475.66
A recommendation from the Library Board to 

allow Part-Time Library Staff to make up hours 
missed during the same pay period for holiday 
closures with the approval of the Library Director 
was discussed. 
Mayor Rathbone entertained a motion to approve 

it, but the motion didn’t receive a second and the 

Humboldt City Council discusses auditorium, 
library, grants, water issues, trash service and 

more during agenda packed meeting

The Falls City Public Schools Wall of Fame Steering Committee 
is seeking nominations for this year’s selection. The Wall of Fame 
is not to be confused with the Sports Hall of Fame, although out-
standing athletes could be included in the nominations.
The Wall of Fame’s purpose is to honor and preserve the history 

of those associated with the local public school system, who have 
contributed meritorious service in their field.  Photos and biogra-
phies of the 28 selected recipients appear just opposite to the main 
entrance to the high school. The honoree or honorees are chosen by 
a Selection Committee which is composed of persons representing 
different eras.
The person or persons selected will be inducted into the Wall of 

Fame during the Falls City High School’s Annual Alumni Associa-
tion’s dinner meeting at Prichard Auditorium on June 25th. This is 
the twentieth year for the Wall of Fame. A project started by Bob 
Ferguson and the late Rex Jones, members of the Class of 1948. 
Directors, 
Roger Lampe, Class of 1976, and Susan Findlay, Class of 1988 

will be heading the steering committee. Anyone interested in mak-
ing a nomination for the Wall of Fame is encouraged to obtain the 
forms from Roger, phone 402-245-8207, or Susan phone 402-883-
7667. The individuals previously nominated remain on the active 
list of the Selection Committee. The deadline for submitting nomi-
nations this year is March 10th, 2023.

Seeking Nominees for Honor 
Wall at Falls City High School

Falls City Police Chief Jamie 
Baker announced that the po-
lice department had recently up-
graded to a newer taser for the 
officers to carry as part of their 
equipment. 
The new equipment replaces 

the old X26 style, which was ap-
proximately seven years old. 

The new Taser 7 is an up-
graded version of the old-style 
weapon. 
“It’s the same type of device, 

but a totally different type of 
platform, as far as the delivery 
and the cartridges,” said Chief 
Baker. 
The previous model used by 

the department 
was equipped 
with only one 
cartridge and 
gave you a single 
target light for 
accuracy. After 
using the device, 
the officer would 
need to pull out 

Falls City Police Department 
  fitted with new tasers

the cartridge and re-load it with a 
second one. 
The new model utilizes two car-

tridges; a short-range and a long-
range. 
“You have two different shots, 

one for a short and one for long,” 
said Baker. “So, depending on 
what your situation is, you can 
determine how to do it and the 
device will do it for you.” 
The accuracy dots show an of-

ficer where the probes will be. If 
the device is set in a long mode, it 
only takes a wrist twist to change 
the settings to different probes for 
the short-range shot. 
“You have two shots; you don’t 

have to switch anything out,” said 
Baker. “I can switch between a 
short and long distance, trying to 
optimize our delivery.” 
When using the tasers, an officer 

ideally wants the probes spread as 
far as possible for the best chance 
of subduing an individual. 
“The further apart they are 

(probes), the more you can immo-
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE GRAMMYS

DOWN
1. Bath powder
2. Iranian coin
3. ____ Spumante
4. Be needy
5. Gossipy ones
6. Arabian Peninsula country
7. Column’s counterpart
8. Holiday surprise for employee
9. Palo ____, CA
10. Agitate
11. Inwardly
12. *1970 two-time winner “The 
____ of Aquarius”
15. Hindu retreat
20. Ancient Rome’s neighbor
22. Nail a criminal
24. Popular newspaper name
25. *”30” performer
26. Pillage
27. Beef ___, dim sum choice
29. *”Don’t Shut Me Down” group
31. Alan Alda’s classic TV show
32. Type of hawk
33. Type of flu
34. Multi-colored dog coat
36. One of three square ones
38. Shower with affection
42. Human trunk
45. Sliding fastener
49. Part of “i”
51. Past-life experience? (2 words)
54. Capital of Bulgaria
56. Airbnb option
57. Chanel of fashion
58. German industrial valley
59. Big Bang’s original matter
60. Disc, alt. sp.
61. Popular dieter’s foe
62. Between ports
63. Chris Hemsworth’s superhero
64. *Award-winning Bon Jovi’s 
lead singer
66. *Coldplay’s collaborators

ACROSS
1. Spencer of Hollywood’s Golden 
Age
6. Eyeball, e.g.
9. “Tosca” song, e.g.
13. Theater passage
14. Bovine call
15. “____ came a spider...”
16. *Univision’s ____ Grammy 
Awards
17. Barley bristle
18. Turning token taker
19. *President with a Grammy
21. Diabolical
23. Sold at the pump
24. Russian monarch
25. Back of a boat
28. *”Shallow,” 2018 recipient 
from “A ____ Is Born” movie
30. *Camila Cabello and Ed Sheer-
an’s nominated song
35. College dwelling
37. Footnote note
39. Shade of violet
40. Huron’s neighbor
41. Head of the abbey
43. Done in a pot
44. City in Bolivia
46. Not manual
47. Mend, healthwise
48. Eye cover
50. Egghead
52. Four quarters
53. Dog in yoga
55. Triple ____
57. *____.com Arena
60. *”Vegas” and “Woman” nomi-
nee (2 words)
64. Unit of electrical energy
65. Hoover’s agency, acr.
67. Discompose
68. Shade of yellow
69. I in T.G.I.F.
70. Small, olive-gray bird
71. “Cheers” regular
72. Inquire
73. Open up

Report Says Build a Prison, Maybe Two While You’re at It!
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
“They’re trying to build a 

prison
They’re trying to build a 

prison
For you and me to live in
Another prison system
Another prison system
For you and me.”
--The Prison Song by Sys-

tem of a Down (2001)
To the surprise of none and 

the consternation of many, 
me included, a new report 
says that before 2030, Ne-
braska will need another 
1,500 prison beds, even af-
ter building a $350-million, 
1,500-bed replacement for 
the aging State Penitentiary 
in Lincoln.
We have been expecting 

the Facility Master Plan for 
the Nebraska Department 
of Corrections to side with 
the staunch law and order 
advocates who think it best 
to just “lock ‘em up.” The 
ringer is the report says af-
ter the new prison is open, 
the state will be short about 
1,300 prison beds, given 
the expected growth in state 
inmates.
It recommends decommis-

sioning the 1,023-bed State 
Pen in Lincoln, the state’s 
oldest prison, but leaves 
open the possibility of re-
using at least some of its 
buildings to handle future 
housing needs.
Prison consultants Dew-

berry issued the report that 
affirms what former State 
Sen. Steve Lathrop of Oma-
ha, then head of the Legisla-
ture’s Judiciary Committee, 
said the state isn’t looking 
at building just one expen-
sive new prison, but two, 
unless it is willing to adopt 
sentencing reforms to slow 
the tide of inmates entering 
the system.
Part of the frustration that 

caused Lathrop to not run 
for another term was the re-
alization that his colleagues 
were not willing to adopt 
such reforms. There’s a 
glimmer of hope in that 
new Governor Jim Pillen 
has included final funding 
for a new prison in his bud-
get and mentioned some al-
ternatives to incarceration 
might reduce that spending.
“Minor drug offenders 

fill your prisons, you don’t 
even flinch
All our taxes paying for 

your wars against the new 
non-rich.”
The song continues.
State Sen. Terrell McKin-

ney of Omaha has offered 
a bill that would block any 
new prison construction 
until reforms are adopted to 
reduce new inmates and im-
prove rehabilitation work. 

“Building a new prison is 
not the answer,” he said. 
The song lyrics read:
“All research and suc-

cessful drug policies show 
that treatment should be in-
creased
And law enforcement de-

creased while abolishing 
mandatory minimum sen-
tences.”
Now you’ve done it. Call-

ing for more treatment and 
less law enforcement and 
abolishment of mandatory 
minimum sentences, you 
tree hugger!
But wait, have we tried 

those things? The drug 
courts seem to be working 
and a handful of similar 
approaches show promise. 
But getting the conserva-
tive majority to alter course 
won’t be an easy ride. That 
“lock-‘em-up” mentality 
dies hard.
Corrections spokeswoman 

Dawn Renee Smith said the 
need for 1,500 additional 
beds was not a surprise, but 
that the agency’s top pri-
ority is obtaining approval 
for the new prison now be-
ing planned. Recent flood-
ing in a housing unit at the 
State Pen, which caused its 
closure and the transfer of 
inmates to another prison, 
illustrates the need for the 
new prison, she said.
Nebraska has had the most 

overcrowded prison sys-
tem in the nation, and now 
holds, on average, about 
1,500 more inmates than its 
nine prisons were designed 
to hold. The crowding has 
meant less space for reha-
bilitation programs and in-
creased stress on staff that, 

until recently, was woeful-
ly short. Hiring bonuses 
and salary increases have 
helped for now.
When the previous admin-

istration proposed the new, 
1,512-bed prison some-
where in the Omaha-Lin-
coln-Fremont area, the goal 
was to reduce overcrowd-
ing, but that morphed into 
replacing the aging State 
Penitentiary.
I’m sure that easing the 

overcrowding is a priority 
for many lawmakers. Do-

ing it by building more beds 
without looking at releasing 
minor offenders, expanding 
alternative courts and treat-
ment programs makes no 
sense.
Here’s hoping that law-

makers will finally come to 
a compromise on this very 
important issue this ses-
sion.
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years.	

By Debra Johnston, MD
If I asked you to name a chronic disease, you would 

probably think of conditions like high blood pressure, 
diabetes, cancer, or dementia. The odds are, one of the 
most common chronic diseases would never cross your 
mind. 
World wide, this condition affects over 3 billion people, 

and causes significant physical and emotional suffering. 
Annually it costs the American economy upwards of 45 
billion dollars in productivity. Our children miss nearly 
35 million hours of school. Our emergency rooms field 
nearly 2 million visits. 
So what is it?
Dental disease.
Those of us whose experiences with dental disease 

have been limited to the occasional cavity, or perhaps 
wearing braces for a year or two, may be tempted to dis-
miss it as an inconvenience or annoyance, not a threat.  
No doubt this impression is reinforced by the artificial 
distinction the insurance industry draws between our 
teeth and our bodies.
However, an unhealthy mouth can lead to what we all 

understand to be a serious medical illness: pneumonia, 
bloodstream infections, and malnutrition, to name a 
few. It is linked to heart disease and preterm birth. It can 
worsen other underlying diseases, such as diabetes. And 
many conditions, or their treatments, can in turn worsen 
oral health. 
In addition to the physical suffering, dental disease can 

cause significant social consequences. How often do we 
say, without even thinking, “They have a nice smile?” 
Consciously or not, we assess people by their teeth. 
Those with visible dental disease are acutely aware of 
this judgment. I almost never saw my wonderful mother 
in law with a full smile on her face, no matter how hap-
py she was. She was just too aware of her discolored and 
crooked front teeth. The consequences are more severe 
for many others: lost job or educational opportunities, 
lost social standing, relationships that don’t move for-
ward. Dental diseases can affect not just the appearance 
but the function of the mouth, impacting speech and 
communication, and even the fundamental daily activi-
ty of eating. 
Preventing dental disease begins very early in life, 

and continues indefinitely. Most people know brush-
ing, flossing, and seeing a dentist regularly are import-
ant. They may know that sugar and tobacco are bad for 
their teeth, and athletes probably know they should wear 
mouth guards. Many people do not know that cavities 
are contagious: the bacteria that contributes is often 
spread from person to person, especially parent to child. 
They may not know that their sports drink or diet soda 
is acidic enough to damage the enamel protecting their 
teeth.
A healthy mouth is fundamental to health. When was 

your last trip to the dentist.
Debra Johnston, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® team 

of physicians and currently practices family medicine 
in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® 
based on science, built on trust, at www.prairiedoc.org 
and on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie 
Doc® a medical Q&A show, streaming live on Face-
book most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central. 

Hidden in Plain Sight
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From the Journal From the Journal 
FilesFiles
By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim
50-25-15 Years Ago50-25-15 Years Ago

50 Years Ago, February 15, 1973 to February 21, 1973
A loan and grant totaling $415,000 for constructing a rural water system to serve a large 

area east of Falls City was approved and the money was allocated to the district. Rural 
water district two was expected to serve over 145 families. 
Comedy-type basketball was advertised for a match-up of the world-famous Harlem 

Stars vs. community all-stars at the Humboldt High School. 
In the bowling league at Center Lanes, John Meyer had a pair of 213s. Ed Sano put 

together three straight lines of 162 and the Journal’s very own Ron Dodds rolled a 391 
for the Richardson County Bank team. 
Sixty guests attended a hobo supper in the Fellowship Hall of the Immanuel United 

Methodist Church. 
Dr. James Slominski spoke at the Dist. 53 School, the red brick schoolhouse, in con-

junction with Dental Health Week. Approximately 40 people were in attendance. 
Kirkendall Standard Farm Service advertised the best oil at bargain prices. 
Trophies for the 5th annual Market Hog Show were displayed in the Chamber of Com-

merce window. 
“The Miracle Worker” opened to an enthusiastic crowd at Falls City High School. 

The three-act play starred Sandy Appleoff as Helen Keller and Caroline Fox as Annie 
Sullivan. 
Dawson-Verdon High School’s 1973 Homemaker of Tomorrow was Sandy Schulze. 

Sandy was selected by score in a written knowledge and attitude examination taken by 
senior boys and girls. 
The Nemaha Valley Rabbit Club met at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Clair Shafer, with 11 

members and three visitors present. 
Three Falls City High band students performed in Lincoln for the day-long Nebras-

ka Wesleyan Plainsmen Honor Band performance. Performing were Cindy Joy, Mike 
Brownson and Susan Gentry. 
Mr. and Mrs. Laurence A. Martinosky of Dawson celebrated their 50th wedding anni-

versary at the family home. 
Herman Bauman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Orville Bauman, was promoted to manager of 

�H�T�X�L�S�P�H�Q�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O���I�R�U���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���3�D�F�L�À�F���5�D�L�O�U�R�D�G���D�W���6�W�����/�R�X�L�V����
Three Falls City Scouts of Troop 393 received the Ad Altare Dei award at the Cathedral 

of the Risen Christ in Lincoln. Receiving the awards were Jon Kopetzky, Jim Hoy and 
Sam Cowan. 
Richard Petty won his fourth Daytona 500 and his 149th overall event. Petty’s lifetime 

winnings totaled $1,399,248. For winning the race, Petty earned a check for $34,100 
�-�H�U�U�\���+�R�H�Á�H�U���Z�D�V���D�Q�Q�R�X�Q�F�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���P�D�Q�D�J�H�U���R�I���+�H�V�W�H�G�·�V���V�W�R�U�H�����+�R�H�Á�H�U���F�D�P�H���W�R��

�)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �I�U�R�P�� �6�F�R�W�W�V�E�O�X�I�I���� �Z�K�H�U�H�� �K�H�� �V�H�U�Y�H�G�� �D�V�� �D�U�H�D�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�P�·�V�� �V�W�R�U�H�V�� �L�Q��
Kimball, Gering and Alliance. 
When vandals stomped around on fresh cement at the water line installation at 19th and 

Barada, they caused an estimated $300 in damages. 
 Elvis Presley got a standing ovation during a show in Las Vegas, but not for his sing-

ing. When a man interrupted his act at the Las Vegas Hilton by climbing onto the stage, 
Presley used a karate-like chop to knock the man off the stage. 
Jake Nanomantube took three youngsters to Omaha for a smoker at the Dominican 

High School auditorium. The three men showcasing their boxing skills were Terry 
Horner, Ken Tackett and Bob Burton. 
Peru State basketball coach Jack McIntire got his 250th win at the college when the 

Bobcats upset Wayne State, 81-74. 
25 Years Ago, February 15, 1998 to February 21, 1998

Vandalism in excess of $1,000 occurred in Falls City, with 20 vehicles being damaged. 
In most cases, vandals broke windows and slashed tires. 
�3�U�L�F�K�D�U�G���$�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P���Z�D�V���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K�����������H�G�X�F�D�W�R�U�V���I�R�U���(�6�8�������·�V���0�L�G���<�H�D�U���,�Q�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H��

entitled “Teachers; Key to Excellence.” The group represented the majority of teachers 
in the entire southeast Nebraska. 
Stanley D. Smith, a 1995 graduate of Falls City High School, graduated from the Re-

cruit Training Command at the Naval Training Center, Great Lakes, Illinois. 
The Sunshine Club enjoyed a family soup supper at the home of outgoing president 

Linda Rash. After the meal, new president, Joyce Huppert, opened the business meeting. 
Six Tiger wrestlers were headed to the state tourney in Lincoln. Marc Martin, Tom 

Wissman, T.C. Tisdel, Chad Scholl, Brett Erickson and Dusty Olberding made the trip. 
Brandon Ruch scored 28 points as the Dawson-Verdon Jets defeated Odell 67-59. 
Nellie Ruch was honored by Doe’s secretary Evelyn Gatz and Drove president Nancy 

McKim as a Lifetime Member. Mrs. Ruch was a charter member of the Falls City or-
ganization. 
Valentine royalty at the Falls City Care Center included King Loren Kerl, Queen Leora 

Cox, Ethel Krueger, and Duane Elliott as runners-up. 
Over 80 area residents took advantage of a service offered in Falls City at the Commu-

nity Medical Center that used ultrasound technology to detect vascular problems that 
could result in a stroke.
Nate Scholz, Falls City, was elected by his classmates to serve as the Student Sen-

ate Representative for the Diesel Truck/Construction Technology Program at Southeast 
Community College—Milford Campus. 

15 Years Ago, February 15, 2008 to February 21, 2008
Merle Veigel, treasurer of the Falls City Educational Foundation, reported that the 

Foundation realized $25,000 in donations for the various endowment funds and other 
monies given for cash scholarships during 2007. Veigel announced that the Foundation 
would offer 27 scholarships totaling $26,650. 
The Falls City Middle School seventh-grade girls’ basketball team beat Auburn 31-6. 

�$�E�E�\���0�X�U�S�K�\���O�H�G���)�&���Z�L�W�K���W�H�Q���S�R�L�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���H�L�J�K�W���V�W�H�D�O�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���7�U�H�V�V�D���&�K�D�Q�G�O�H�U���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G��
with ten rebounds 
Rieschick Drilling Company was celebrating its 60th anniversary with an open house 

at their shop consisting of a lunch and door prizes. 
Winners in the Richardson County Spelling Bee in the 5th -6th-grade division were 

Karle Embreton, Kira Vollan, Gianandria Herpel, Kirstyn Buchholz and Luke Sanders. 
In the 7th-8th grade division, the winners were David Frederick, Claire Poppe, Janet 
McMann and Robert Perris. 
The City Council was asked by CMC Board Chairman Rodger Merz and Treasurer 

Dana Rathje to lower the building permit cost of $5 per $1,000 spent on a project to 87 
cents per $1,000. Early in the discussion, Councilman Jerry Oliver noted that, provided 
state approval, CMC planned to pay for constructing a road from Highway 73 to Old 
Highway 73, thus providing better access. A motion made by Councilman Tom Hillyard 
�W�R���O�H�D�Y�H���W�K�H���I�H�H���´�D�V���L�V�µ���Z�D�V���Z�L�W�K�G�U�D�Z�Q���D�Q�G���W�K�H���P�D�W�W�H�U���Z�D�V���W�D�E�O�H�G���S�H�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���À�J�X�U�H�V��
from CMC. 
Falls City Care Center residents Ethel Bucher and Fred Bucher were named Valentine’s 

Day Queen and King and Mary Carr and Harley Herling were chosen as runners-up. 
Dan and Anne Martin completed the 109-mile El Tour de Tucson XXV cycling event 

in six hours and 42 minutes and raised approximately $13,500 for the Leukemia-Lym-
phoma Society. 
�.�D�O�H�E���*�L�O�N�H�U�V�R�Q���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���V�L�[�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�\�Z�H�L�J�K�W���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���1�6�$�$���6�W�D�W�H���:�U�H�V-

tling Tournament.

�5�I�F���8�S�J�U�F���"���8�B�Z
�*�O�D�P�N�F���5�B�Y�������"�D�D�P�V�O�U�J�O�H

�"�M�M���4�U�B�U�F���t���&�M�F�D�U�S�P�O�J�D���'�J�M�J�O�H
�1�B�Z�S�P�M�M���4�B�M�F�T���5�B�Y���"�D�D�P�V�O�U�J�O�H���t���3�F�B�T�P�O�B�C�M�F���'�F�F�T

�0�W�F�S���������:�F�B�S�T���&�Y�Q�F�S�J�F�O�D�F
�"�V�E�J�U���"�T�T�J�T�U�B�O�D�F�������:�F�B�S���3�P�V�O�E���4�F�S�W�J�D�F�T
���������4�U�P�O�F���4�U���
���'�B�M�M�T���$�J�U�Z�
���/�&���������������������4�U�P�O�F���4�U���
���'�B�M�M�T���$�J�U�Z�
���/�&������������

���������������������������t���1�B�U�S�J�D�F���'�J�U�[�Q�B�U�S�J�D�L

(Continued from Page 1)
rental housing, upper-sto-
ry housing (downtown 
district) and rehab/con-
version of existing build-
ings into housing.
“The city has no abili-

ty to go chase that funds 
without being partnered 
with a developer,” said 
Nussbaum. “The SEN-
AHC portion of SENDD 
is one that can chase that 
money.”
Lucas Froeschl ad-

dressed the Council as a 
Southeast Nebraska Af-
fordable Housing Coun-
cil board member.
Froeschl said it might be 

in the city’s best interest 
to buy a house, rehab it, 
and sell it, with the prof-
its going into a revolving 
fund.
“What we know is we 

have a housing stock that 
is old; we know it’s more 
affordable to rehab a 
housing stock than build 
new,” said Froeschl.
Only three commu-

nities are looking into 
these funds, according 
to Froeschl and it’s very 
competitive.
“It’s free money to dou-

ble our money out there,” 
said Froeschl. “Obvi-
ously, the value in Falls 
City is that we are going 
to be able to sell utilities 
to them and create work-
force housing.”
A motion was made by 

councilperson Buckmin-
ster and seconded by Fer-
guson. 
The Council voted 8-0 

in favor of pledging 
$200,000 to the 2023 
Workforce Housing 
Fund.
The Council voted 8-0 

to accept a bid by Tyler 
Technologies for the ERP 
(Enterprise Resource 
Planning) Software as 
funded by ARPA funds. 
The implementation cost 
of the software will be 
$151,640 and the annu-
al fee will be $72,764. 
Councilperson Ferguson 
made a motion to accept 
the bid and councilperson 
Holle seconded the mo-
tion.
The Council voted 8-0 to 

send a commitment let-
ter for the 2023 CCCFF 
(Civic and Community 
Center Financing Fund) 
Planning Grant for the 
feasibility study of a rec-
reation/wellness center. 
The city will commit up 
to $15,000, which the 
CCCFF will match.
Item No. 10 was the re-

view and approval of 
2023 Retail Liquor Li-
cense Renewals as pub-
lished in the Falls City 
Journal. The item passed 
on an 8-0 vote.
The Council also heard 

from Police Chief Jamie 
Baker about the Updat-
ed Policies and Standard 
Operating Procedures for 
the Falls City Police De-
partment. Chief Baker 
addressed the Council on 
the updated policies, stat-
ing some of the old pol-
icies went back as far as 
the 1970s.
“We wanted to clean it 

all up,” said Baker. “We 
reached out to several 
larger departments, used 
their policies and hand-
�S�L�F�N�H�G���Z�K�D�W���Z�R�X�O�G���À�W���R�X�U��
department.”
Some highlighted chang-

es included the use of 
chokeholds and different 
aspects of law enforce-
ment that you must have 
as a policy or procedure 

Council awards Rulo Transportation 
reed bed rehab project

to get grant money.
“Some of it is mandated 

by state statute that you 
have to have that policy 
in place,” said Baker.
On an 8-0 vote, the 

Council approved the 
new Policy and Standard 
Operating Procedures for 
the police department.
Administrator Nussbaum 

spoke on the investments 
of current short- and long-
term government and en-
terprise funds. Nussbaum 
recommended putting the 
funds into an account that 
earns 4.3 percent interest 
with the funds remaining 
liquid and putting any-
thing long-term into the 
local banks. The short-
term amount to be invest-
ed is $5,107,000 with a 
return of $18,300 in six 
months at 4.3 percent with 
Vendor C and $15,959 at 
3.75 percent with Vendor 
B. The long-term invest-
ment would be $941,500 
with an annual return of 
$37,660 from the local 
banks. Additional funds 
will be maturing in April 
and May, allowing for an 
additional $4.53 million in 
investments. Some of the 
current funds are in CDs 
making less than one per-
cent.
Councilperson Ferguson 

motioned to accept Ven-
dor B’s rates (local banks) 
and Holle seconded the 
motion. The Council vot-
ed 7-0 in favor, with Ley-
den abstaining.
�7�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �L�W�H�P�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��

agenda, a request by Tom 
Adams to discuss utility 

pricing and power outag-
es, was skipped due to the 
individual not being pres-
ent.
Mayor Harkendorff ad-

journed the meeting at 
6:50 p.m.

John Pohlman was ar-
rested at a Falls City 
residence on February 
7, 2023, when the Rich-
ardson County Sheriff’s 
�2�I�À�F�H�� �H�[�H�F�X�W�H�G�� �D�� �V�H�D�U�F�K��
warrant for stolen proper-
ty. During the search, the 
Deputies recovered the 
stolen property and depu-
ties also found suspected 
Methamphetamine. 
Richardson County Dep-

uties were granted an ad-
ditional search warrant 
for controlled substances. 
During the search County 
Deputies located approx-
imately 16 grams of sus-
pected methamphetamine 
and about one pound of 
marijuana. 
Pohlman was charged 

with Possession with In-
tent to Deliver Metham-
phetamine 10-27 grams, 
Possession with Intent to 
Deliver Marijuana, Pos-
session of a Controlled 
Substance (Dextroam-
phetamine) and a Habitual 
Criminal charge.

Theft 
investigation 

leads to 
arrest


