
By Brian McKim; photo submitted
Falls City native and 2014 graduate of Falls City 

High School Chase Thompson has been tuning up 
for the main stage since he was a child. Chase, the 
son of Heather and 
Shawn Thompson, 
wrestled, played 
football and partici-
pated in band while 
at FCHS but remem-
bers loving music at 
a young age.
“I was su-

per young,” said 
Thompson. “Even 
when my sister was 
born, I was five years 
old; I got a couple of 
CDs.” It went from 
just liking music to 
thinking about turn-
ing it into something 
more in college.
Thompson was in-

fluenced by rock 
music, specifically 
Kid Rock, but liked 
a little bit of every-
thing.
“The blend of ev-

erything,” referring 
to Kid Rock. “He 
had country, hip 
hop, rock. I think lis-
tening to him a lot, 
I was kind of like, 
I like everything. 
Growing up, mostly rock because that’s what my 
dad liked.”
 Last year, Chase and his band, Salt Creek, signed 

a record deal with Tooth and Nail Records. Based 
in Seattle, Washington, the label has had nearly a 
half-dozen albums go certified gold with sales of 
500,000 or more. The label currently has 25 artists 

signed to record deals.
In October, the band released its first record un-

der the new label, “Out of the Sky.” According to 
the band’s bio, Salt Creek is an alternative rock 

band from Lincoln, 
Nebraska, inspired 
by the 90s grunge 
and their midwest-
ern roots.
The group was 

having trouble 
coming up with 
a name for their 
band, and with the 
band all living in 
Lincoln at the time, 
Salt Creek seemed 
like a fit. The band 
began playing to-
gether in 2017 and 
for the most part, 
has stayed togeth-
er, losing just one 
member along the 
journey. Members 
Nathan Richardson, 
Zach Chrastil and 
Nathan Skinner live 
in Lincoln, while 
Chase still calls 
Falls City home.
Chase sheepishly 

calls himself the 
creative guy, not 
wanting to draw too 
much attention to 
himself. “I’m very 

heavy, the creative guy,” says Thompson. “It’s 
hard for me to say I’m the front man because I 
don’t feel like that. I would say I’m probably the 
songwriter, definitely the creative head.”
Thompson’s run toward the stage started around 

fourth grade when he took guitar lessons. From 
there, he went to drums and with the guitar, he 
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Chase Thompson and Salt 
Creek ready for the main stage

By Brian McKim
Last fall marked the 40th anni-

versary of what could be consid-
ered the best Tiger football team 
not to win a state championship. 
The ’81 squad blew past their op-
ponents throughout the season, 
wrapping up the regular sea-
son with a 9-0 record. Heading 
into the postseason, Falls City 
was picked by both metropoli-

tan newspapers as the odds-
on favorite to win the Class 
B crown. The only issue was 
that someone forgot to relay 
that information to the Aurora 
Huskies. The Huskies left Jug 
Brown Stadium that Novem-
ber evening with the upset win 
over the locals, 9-6.
Falls City entered the 1981 

campaign with 13 letter win-

ners returning from 1980s 5-4 
team. The Tigers were just 18 
points away from an undefeated 
season in 1980. Head Coach 
Ron Holman welcomed experi-
ence back as nine seniors suited 
up for the 1981 season. 
Game number one, Falls City, 

had little trouble defeating Sa-
vannah 22-0. The Tigers out-
gained Savannah 222-69 for 
their first season-opening win 
since 1974. 
Week two had Falls City taking 

on the Fairbury Jeffs. The Tigers 
dominated their foe, 52-7, rack-
ing up 359 total yards of offense 
while holding the Jeffs to just 
89. The win earned the Tigers a 
#3 ranking by the Omaha World-
Herald. 
Wins number three and four 

came against Hiawatha, 32-
18 and Maryville, Mo. 28-6. 
Against the Spoofhounds, FC 
put up 380 yards of offense, 
with Dan Convey leading the 
way with 102 yards rushing on 
11 carries. 
Win number five came against 

a solid Atchison football team, 

Commissioners award 
first found of ARPA funds

Remembering the 1981 
Tiger football squad

This virus and its variants like to change things up.
Locally, our providers are seeing more COVID positive patients 

who have what are described as bad cold symptoms or are mimick-
ing allergy/sinus symptoms. Some patients also have gastric upset. 
(Nausea, indigestion, diarrhea). Some people suffer from fever, achy 
joints, headaches, loss of smell, and an abnormal amount of fatigue.
We are asking if you have the  symptoms above, please let the per-

son scheduling your appointment at any of the hospital departments 
or our clinics know. You will need to mask when you come to your 
appointment.
There has been an uptick in the daily COVID hospitalization ad-

mission rate,  as well as an uptick in the number of positive results 
in our clinics and laboratory testing.
Do not visit someone hospitalized if you are feeling ill or have had 

a positive COVID test.  (This includes home tests.)
If you have questions or concerns please contact your primary care 

provider.
Family Medicine-Falls City 402-245-4475
Family Medicine - Humboldt 402-862-3280.
Note: We are not changing our current ‘no’ required masking for 

healthy visitors or patients coming for checkups, etc. You are cer-
tainly welcome to wear a mask if you feel more comfortable.
 Management and our providers are watching several factors and 

may have to change this if needed. Your patience and understanding 
are appreciated as we navigate through these unprecedented times.

A note from Community Medical 
Center regarding an uptick in 

COVID positive patients

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners regular meeting 
was on Tuesday, June 28, 2022.  
Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau, Jr. informed the Com-

missioners that he has been in contact with a former employee who 
indicated that he would be willing to work part-time for an interim 
period until a vacant position can be filled with a successful candi-
date for one of the road maintainer routes. 
Notice from the Nebraska Department of Transportation was re-

ceived informing Mr. Darveau that bridge structure #C007400815 
has been selected for the off-system bridge funding, which is 100 
percent through federal bridge funds with no local matching funds 
required. This structure is located on 717 Road between 640 and 
641 Avenue or between Sections 14 and 23 in Township 3, Range 
14, which crosses the Little Muddy.  
Darveau discussed a salary increase for some of his staff.
He said from what he saw from the Sheriff’s increase; they’re 

“running right around that 9.5-10 percent what they got. That nine 
and a half to 10 percent. You break it down, that’s about to break 
down to 8.6 percent inflation, everything with the other two; I don’t 
see where 10 percent across the Board for mine is out of line at this 
point in time. I’m telling you, my guys are doing the work that we 
had with me and six to seven more employees and they’re not com-
plaining and I’d rather keep the ones I got right now.”
Sickel said he would consider eight percent. 
Darveau said, “I’d rather make it worth their while to stay here and 

keep the ones I got because the ones that are showing and they’re 
doing what they’re asked. They’re doing a great job.”
Karas carried out the motion to approve a 10 percent increase in 

salary for the Road Foreman, Bridge Foreman and Office/Clerical 
positions effective July 1, 2022.
Sheriff Hardesty presented to the Board a report on the total funds 

received from other entities for housing inmates: 2019--$39,160.00; 
2020--$51,370.00; 2021--$37,510.00; 2022--$21,395.00. A grand 
total in the past three and a half years of $149,435.00.  
Hardesty discussed what pay is right now in surrounding counties, 

specifically Johnson County. Both Johnson and Nemaha Counties 
are paying more than Richardson County. He said Johnson County 
had those numbers because they said that’s what it’s going to take 
to hire people. 
 “We’ve put together a great environment. In my opinion, we’re 

probably one of the better Sheriff’s offices, at least in Southeast Ne-
braska, as far as activity, doing our jobs,” said Hardesty 
He said later on, once you start looking at replacing people who 

may retire, “If you’re not competitive, I know that insurance is a 
sore subject, but Johnson County, on top of that, they pay half of 
the family insurance, so that’s a huge benefit,” said Hardesty. “Now 
everybody wants insurance. We’ve had that talk in the past. We’ve 
had several people apply that turned down the job because of insur-
ance and I understand.”
Hardesty said higher costs have always been an issue getting certi-

fied people to come in.
“It does irritate me when people say that Richardson County has a 

bigger drug problem than any other county around, and I argue and 
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DOWN
1. Flower part
2. Painter Chagall
3. Ear-related
4. DNA sequence
5. Vertical coordinate axis
6. Put out on a curb
7. *Poliomyelitis vaccine inventor
8. *Life-saving maneuver inventor
9. Machu Picchu group
10. Sinister
11. Pecking mother
13. Thin layer
14. Romantic Norwegian composer
19. Disturbing public peace
22. Acquire
23. Early one
24. Carry away, in a way
25. *Edison invented things for its repro-
duction
26. Stead
27. Flesh of fish
28. Foot-forward squat
29. Glorify
32. *First commercial revolver inventor
33. Harry Potter’s mail carrier
36. *Knitted sweater with open front in-
ventor
38. #4 Down matter, pl.
40. Back of the boat
41. Withdraw from working life
44. Frustration, in print
46. Pergolas
48. *Wide-mouth jar inventor
49. Intestinal obstruction
50. Undesirable location
51. Ruptured
52. Certainly
53. Russia’s mountain range
54. Indian music
55. Big Bang’s original matter
56. Geological Society of America

ACROSS
1. Urban haze
5. Da, oui, or si, e.g.
8. Drug-induced state
12. UK art museum
13. Molten rock
14. Hip-hop or classical, e.g.
15. Sportscaster Andrews
16. Angle between branch and offshoot
17. Bioweapon
18. *Reaper inventor
20. Muslim holy man
21. Dampish
22. *The invention of hand sanitizer cen-
tered on alcohol as this
23. Stitched again
26. Decipherable
30. United Nations labor agency, acr.
31. Armed robber, on an Indian subconti-
nent
34. Heart of the matter
35. Impertinent
37. Be in arrears
38. Belgian port city
39. European erupter
40. Popular women’s magazine
42. Back then
43. Make a new sketch
45. Canine’s coat
47. Digital audiotape, acr.
48. Corner joint
50. ____ crazy
52. *Ground beef steak inventor
56. Nordic gl¸hwein
57. Substance abuser
58. Kind of testimony
59. Soft twilled fabric of silk or rayon
60. Casanova, e.g.
61. Anger on road
62. Flock’s affirmation
63. Short for ensign
64. NBA shot

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
News Item: A Subway sand-

wich customer allegedly shot 
two employees after he report-
edly became angry over too 
much mayonnaise on his sand-
wich, police said. One employee 
died and the other is in critical 
condition. 
As my son and daughter-in-

law often say to their 6-year-
old, “use your words.” 
Could I get a different sand-

wich? Could you scrape some 
mayo off this, please? Could I 
get a refund?
That’s communication, de-

fined by the Oxford English 
Dictionary as “the transmis-
sion of information, ideas, or 
knowledge, whether verbally 
or mechanically, through a me-
dium such as music, writing, 
or e-mail.” Have we lost that 
ability to communicate? That’s 
both speaking and hearing in 
my book.
Sure, the sandwich shooting 

was in Atlanta, Georgia. That’s 
a big city nearly 1,000 miles 
from here. But that doesn’t 
mean senseless violence can’t 
happen here. In the last month, 
there have been three young 
people (ages 17-24) shot at a 
high school parking lot just 
10 blocks from my house. No-
body’s dead, but lives have 
been changed by the two sepa-
rate incidents.
We’re not talking anymore. 

We’re yelling and chanting and 
shaking fists and waving pro-
test signs. We’re still dredging 
up the past, like the January 
6 events in Washington, DC, 
more than 18 months ago. The 
only break we got from that re-
hash by the national media has 
been three controversial U.S. 
Supreme Court opinions on 
guns, abortion, and prayer.
More yelling and not the least 

shred of tolerance visible. The 
Oxford English Dictionary de-
fines tolerance “(of/for some-
body/something) as the quality 
of being willing to accept or 
tolerate somebody/something, 
especially opinions or behavior 
that you may not agree with, or 
people who are not like you.”
Many states are scrambling to 

enact laws to address the abor-
tion issue which the high court 
says now is clearly a matter of 
state’s rights. It’s yet unclear 
whether the Nebraska Legisla-
ture will call a special session 
to do so since a so-called trig-
ger bill (to ban abortion once 
the high court has ruled) failed 
during the regular session.
It appears unlikely that the 

group of senators who filibus-
tered that bill off the agenda a 
few months ago have changed 
their mind or are willing to 
negotiate. Proponents of the 
measure say they are uncertain 
just what kind of compromises 
would have to be made to en-

sure passage. 
There was a time when repen-

tance, “the fact of showing that 
you are sorry for something 
wrong that you have done,” 
would have been an important 
part of the solution to address-
ing grievances. But it appears 
that reparations, “the making 
of amends for a wrong one has 
done, by paying money to or 
otherwise helping those who 
have been wronged,” have be-
come the popular redress.
In a country that has been deep-

ly divided for several years, uni-
ty, “the state of being in agree-
ment and working together,” 
seems like a distant dream. I be-
lieve it is attainable, but it’s go-

ing to take communication, tol-
erance, and repentance to make 
it happen.
I recently read a national com-

mentator who said she thinks we 
are on the brink of a civil war. 
 It was five years ago this month 

that I quoted Charles Kuralt from 
a 1976 Dateline America piece 
about the Nebraska Interstate 80 
Bicentennial Sculpture Project 
in which he said, “It’s not likely 
that tolerance will soon break 
out in Nebraska.”
Let’s prove him wrong!
J.L. Schmidt has been cover-

ing Nebraska government and 
politics since 1979. He has 
been a registered Independent 
for 20 years.	

Inflammation and the 
Immune System

By Jennifer May, M.D.
Many of my patients will say “Doctor, I am so inflamed”. The use 

of the word inflammation is commonplace as we search the market for 
anti-inflammatory diets or self-help books on inflammation. The inflam-
matory response created by the immune system contributes to healing, 
but when left unchecked can contribute to chronic disease, allergy, and 
non-specific symptoms such as achy joints, fatigue, and malaise. 

The immune system has two main parts. The first of these is the in-
nate immune system which is the body’s first line of defense. The innate 
immune system acts as a barrier that prevents harmful materials from 
entering the body and responds quickly when needed. The second part is 
the adaptive immune system. This system is more specialized and takes 
over if the innate immune system is unsuccessful. The adaptive immune 
system responds slower than the innate immune system but more ac-
curately.   

So, how can we make our immune system healthier? Here are four ar-
eas that one can focus on to improve immune health: quality rest, eating 
well, exercising, and managing stress.   

Lack of sleep weakens the immune system and makes it easier to be-
come ill. This means your colds last longer and you may get them more 
often. Researchers recommend that adults get 7-8 hours of good sleep 
each night, while teens need about 10 hours. 

Physicians often propose anti-inflammatory diets for people with 
chronic disease, inflammatory conditions, and food sensitivities. No 
one diet fits all, but diets that avoid inflammatory foods have proven 
beneficial. Dietary recommendations include avoiding processed food, 
meaning, things that come in a box or a bag. Focus on whole foods, such 
as apples, brown rice, nuts, seeds, and legumes. A good diet for inflam-
mation and cholesterol is the Mediterranean diet. It increases omega-3 
fatty acids which help reduce inflammation and hopefully lower those 
cholesterol numbers.  

Exercise also helps our immune system. Getting at least 20-30 min-
utes of moderate to high level exercise a day boosts antibody response 
which helps stave off illness. In addition, exercise will also improve 
your mood. Managing stress is difficult for everyone. However, unplug-
ging and practicing mindfulness are good coping strategies that can help 
you decompress after a long day.  

We are often overwhelmed by stressful, busy lives. Inflammation and 
immune system issues cannot be fixed with a pill or a bit of advice. It 
requires a personal commitment to assess your own habits. Then con-
sider what changes are possible for you. Working on one or all the afore-
mentioned areas is worth a try. The power to improve your health and 
immunity lies within.

Jennifer May, M.D. practices rheumatology in Rapid City, South Dako-
ta. She is a contributing Prairie Doc® columnist and guest host this week 
on the Prairie Doc® encore television show. For free and easy access to 
the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow Prai-
rie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show streaming on Facebook most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.   



Wednesday, July 6, 2022			   		          	               Falls City Journal	  					                                         	  Page 3

SEZ-IFrom the Journal From the Journal 
FilesFiles
By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim
50-25-15 Years Ago50-25-15 Years Ago

(Continued from Page 1)
picked up the bass and can 
“noodle” around on the piano.
“Singing was no lessons; I 

should probably still get les-
sons just for my own sake,” 
laughed Thompson. “I just 
want to keep my voice; I don’t 
want to end up hurting it some-
how.”
Since the record deal, fans can 

�À�Q�G���6�D�O�W���&�U�H�H�N�·�V���P�X�V�L�F���D�O�P�R�V�W��
anywhere.
“I would say universally, all 

streaming sites, YouTube, I 
think it’s in some stores like 
Barnes and Noble. The record 
label is mostly just distribution; 
they will pay for us to make the 
record,” said Thompson.
The group started doing many 

DIY (do it yourself) tours, 
playing from basements to bars 
to big venues.
“Next month, we are opening 

for Shinedown, which is going 
to be a 15,000 crowd; you re-
ally get to see the evolution of 
crowds,” says Chase. The show 
Thompson was referring to is 
89.7 The River’s Summer Bash 
at Westfair Amphitheater in 
Council Bluffs on Friday, July 
15, 2022.
When asked about his sense 

of style on stage, Chase said he 
always has had a weird sense 
of style.
“I just shop at Walmart a lot, 

honestly. I just look for some-
thing cool I can put together,” 
Thompson said. “Recently, I’ve 
been making country music, 
doing my own thing with that, 
and one of my friends hired a 
stylist and that was a fun ex-
perience; I’ve never done any-
thing like that before.”
The group stays busy, hav-

ing just completed a trip to the 
west coast.
“It kind of depends; last month 

we played like 12 days and 
then we had weekend shows 
for the next two weekends,” 
said Chase. “Then we might 
take like a month off.”
Thompson said the band is in 

writing mode right now, so you 
can expect to see some new 
stuff soon. He is also getting 
ready to release some of his 
own music soon, which he is 
really looking forward to.
“It’s country, but it’s a blend 

of everything,” said Chase 
about his solo work. “I’m ex-

Chase Thompson and Salt Creek 
ready for the main stage

50 Years Ago, July 6, 1972 to July 12, 1972
It was reported in Omaha that a man ended his bowling career. The 

individual stopped on a South Omaha bridge, got out of his car and 
threw his bowling ball, bag and shoes into the river below. 
There was a good turnout for the Ladies’ golf day, with 31 women 

attending. Judy Stephenson was closest to the pin on No. 5 and Irene 
Brecht had the longest putt on No. 9. 
In Pee Wee baseball action, Richardson County Bank defeated Rotary 

15-3. Tom Wilson had three straight singles and Bob Ivey helped with 
a double and single. 
The Hotel Stephenson advertised ‘No Better Dining Anywhere’ for 

its Sunday Smorgasbord. For $2.25 for adults and $1.50 for kids, you 
had a choice of bbq ribs, roast beef, fried chicken and choice of salad 
and vegetables.
Federal crop payments were distributed to approximately 1,100 coun-

ty farmers totaling $1,531,711. Nationally, expenditures reached $3.7 
billion. 
The city gave Layne-Western of Kansas City a contract for four new 

18-inch, gravel-packed water wells to be dug and equipped southeast 
of Rulo at the cost of $78,964. The wells were to be 90 feet deep with 
15 inches of course gravel surrounding each 18-inch casing. 
Roy Phillips and Bob Aitken combined to throw a no-hitter in Junior 

Midget League play as Ebel Seed shut out Jim Hill’s 10-0. 
Local businessman Art Tauchen returned from a mountain-climbing 

expedition in which he helped evacuate a fatally injured mountain 
climber at Mt. Wilson in Colorado. Tauchen thus far had conquered 18 
climbs of peaks above 14,000 feet. It was also mentioned that Art had 
another hobby, rattlesnake hunting. 
In Stella, Boy Scout Troop 315 held an ice cream and cake social at 

the church parking lot. Those helping out were Joan Sullwold, Daisy 
Anderson, Les Russell and Paul Last. They had a good turnout for the 
event, clearing $61.00. 
There was more good living in Richardson County than there had been 

�W�H�Q���\�H�D�U�V���S�U�L�R�U�����'�H�V�S�L�W�H���L�Q�Á�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�J�K�H�U���W�D�[�H�V�����������������R�I���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G�V��
�L�Q���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���Q�R�Z���K�D�G���W�Z�R���F�D�U�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R���������������L�Q��������������
Mary Jo Standerford of Humboldt, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James 

Standerford, was selected as the 1972 4-H Fair queen by the Richard-
son County 4-H council. 
Merlin Potts of Leonardville, Kansas, was the champion of the Four-

State Horseshoe tournament held at City Park in Falls City. Altogether 
90 individuals entered the tourney in 14 different divisions. 
A grand slam by Fred Ivey boosted Falls City to a 16-13 win against 

Auburn in Legion baseball action. It was Ivey’s eighth home run of the 
summer. 
�7�K�L�U�W�\���À�Y�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���'�R�H�V���'�U�R�Y�H���1�R�����������D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���D���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���D�W���W�K�H��

Elks Lodge room. Mrs. Edwin Stokes, the president, called the meeting 
to order. 
�,�Q���'�D�Z�V�R�Q���Q�H�Z�V�����/�\�O�H���D�Q�G���0�D�W�W���+�D�U�P�R�Q���Z�H�U�H���J�X�H�V�W�V���D�W���D���À�V�K���V�X�S�S�H�U��

at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Miles Ruch and his family. 
The Falls City team in the Southeast Women’s Softball league ran its 

record to 5-1 with a win over Rulo. Katie McAfee pitched a no-hitter 
and Charlotte Gentry, Carol Bahr and Muriel Kreuger each had two 
hits for FC. 
After 25 years of employment as a clerk at J.C. Penney, Miss Alma 

Bahr was retiring. A picnic at City Park was held in her honor, with 
over forty friends attending. 

25 Years Ago, July 6, 1997 to July 12, 1997
Indian Cave State Park drew over 4,100 visitors over the July 4th 

�Z�H�H�N�H�Q�G�����$�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���À�U�H�Z�R�U�N���G�L�V�S�O�D�\���S�X�W��
�R�Q���E�\���W�K�H���3�L�R�Q�H�H�U���/�R�Q�J�U�L�Á�H���&�O�X�E����
Entertainers on the Belle of Brownville on its trip from Indian Cave 

were Cheryl McDowell, Mid Bauer and Ryan Bauer. About 175 per-
sons aboard the boat were treated to songs and stories of Civil War his-
tory, talks of the early towns along the river and the role of mountain 
men. 
Michelle Milam and Ed Hartman won the Championship Flight of 

the Falls City Country Club’s July 4 couple’s scramble. Forty-eight 
couples played in the tourney, with Max and Michelle Milam, Tony 
and Kelli Woods and Dr. Dave and Joyce Borg in charge of the tourney. 
Dawson-Verdon’s 16U girls’ softball team headed to state after plac-

ing second in their district in Tecumseh. 
Eight-year-old Jordan Faller was pictured getting an autograph by 

Kansas basketball great Paul Pierce at the Bob Shipman Basketball 
Camp in Hiawatha. 
An estimated 450 persons attended the Humboldt Chamber of Com-

merce barbecue at the 4-H Building on the 4th of July. 
The leaderboard for the men at the Falls City Country Club had Bill 

Simon on top with a 35.3, Dick Gist was second at 37.1 and Denny 
Heinzelman was third at 37.8. For the women, Burdeen Prater was on 
top with a 41.9. Linda Jones was next at 43.3 and Michelle Milam was 
third at 45.1. 
Yard of the Week honors went to Tom and Donna Bentley at 2223 

Lane Street. 
15 Years Ago, July 6, 2007 to July 12, 2007

Rod Knaup, who served 39 years on the Falls City Housing Authority 
Board, was honored for his service. 
�-�X�G�J�H���&�X�U�W�L�V���0�D�V�F�K�P�D�Q���D�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���R�I���R�I�À�F�H���W�R���Q�H�Z�O�\���D�S-

pointed County Attorney Doug Merz and Deputy County Attorney 
Bob Meyer in the County Courtroom at the courthouse. 
The Falls City High School class of 1967 celebrated their 40th re-

union in June. The weekend began at the home of Cheryl McCann 
with 32 in attendance and ended on Saturday night with 54 attending a 
get-together at the home of Jim and Shirley Jones. 
Mark Dunn, Dustin Johnson, Dearra Johnson and Marceile Ankrom 

achieved Dean’s List honors at the University of Nebraska at Kearney. 
Marty Froeschl shot a 76 and claimed his second Falls City Country 

Club Men’s Senior Championship. A total of 17 golfers participated in 
the event, which Denny Heinzelman and John Hinz chaired. 
Colt Davidson won the fourth-place trophy in the Big Bike Beginners 

division of the Kawasaki Full-Throttle Racing Series Round Three in 
Cosby, Mo. Colt is the son of Jim Davidson and grandson of Jim and 
Peggy Davidson. 
Crystal Bryan, Sarah Davis, Aliza Kottich, Rebecca Parsons and 

Sarah Weinert were named to the Dean’s List at the University of Ne-
braska at Lincoln. 
Chamber Yard of the Week winners were Matthes Manor at 2102 

Stone St. and Iola Ewing at 2325 Stone. 
Local youths Darcy Stice, Amy Froeschl, Janey Malcolm, Mary Froe-

schl, Ashli Jordan, Hannah Malcolm, James Kelly and Dylan Freder-
ick, showed solid citizenship by painting the playground equipment at 
Legion Park.

cited for that, very excited. The 
best songs just come out of no-
where; some ideas we’ll just 
�Á�R�D�W���D�U�R�X�Q�G���I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���µ
In between shows and tours, 

Thompson works for Eric Froe-
schl and wanted to make sure 
to thank him for letting him off 
work as he chases his dream 
around the country.

The show next week featur-
ing Shinedown, Jelly Roll and 
Austin Meade could be the big 
break that Thompson and his 
band members are looking for.
Large crowds don’t faze 

Chase; he says it’s easier than 
playing in small, intimate set-
tings. “It’s gonna be cool,” said 
Thompson.

I just recently had an experi-
ence that I hope nobody else has 
to go through. My wife, a type 
one diabetic, had a fall and was 
recovering in the house. She 
had stiffened up because of the 
fall and was not able to get up. 
We are what most people would 
describe as elderly, both being 
in our eighties. Mary, while 
resting, began to have what she 
�G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H�G�� �D�V�� �K�R�W�� �Á�D�V�K�H�V���� �G�L�]-
ziness, faintness, and nausea. 
I became convinced that she 
needed to be seen by a doctor 
immediately and dialed 911 to 
call an ambulance to take her to 
the hospital. Imagine my reac-
tion when dialing 911 did not 
connect me with an emergency 
help line. Instead, I got a dead 
line. No answer. Thinking I 
might have miss dialed, I tried 
911 again. Still no answer. By 
this time Mary’s daughter had 
arrived and she also tried 911, 
twice, with the same result. 
Fortunately, she is involved 
with the hospital and knew an-
other way to contact the ambu-
lance service.
All is well that ends well, as 

this episode did. We all know 
that if this had been a heart at-

Local 911 issues questioned and addressed
tack or stroke, minutes lost 
before treatment would have 
been critical. I might have lost 
Mary because 911 did not an-
swer, causing me to call again. 
If Janet had not been there, I 
would have had to look up a 
number for the police dept. los-
ing several more minutes. We 
also know that there are those 
in our society that would have 
panicked when 911 did not an-
swer, and who might not have 
known what to do next. It could 
end badly indeed.
Frankly, I can’t imagine a rea-

sonable excuse for our 911 sys-
tem not responding to a call, 
but I want to warn everybody to 
think about what you will do if 
you have an urgent need for 911 
and they are not answering the 
phone.
As for me, I now have two 

new entries in the favorites sec-
tion of my cell phone contact 
�O�L�V�W�����7�K�H���À�U�V�W���Q�H�Z���H�Q�W�U�\���Q�D�P�H���L�V��
Ambulance, and the number is 
402-254-4422. The second en-
try name is Fire, and its num-
ber is 402-245-(redacted by the 
editor at the request of Police 
Chief Baker, he requested the 
4422 number be used if there 

In a phone call with the Jour-
nal Friday morning, Falls City 
Police Chief Jamie Baker said 
after looking into the claim of 
911 services not working, he can 
report that the system doesn’t 
show any 911 call come in from 
this incident. 
“We had no issues with 911 
calls,” said Baker.
He said 911 calls came into the 
�R�I�À�F�H���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�Q�G���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�L�V���V�L�W�X�D-
tion without any issues and this 
is the only report of problems 
with the system.
Baker said the 245-4422 is 
the same dispatcher as 911 and 
those are the only two numbers 
to be called in a local emergen-
cy. But, he emphasized to please 
continue to call 911 for all emer-
gencies

were any possible issues with 
911) From now on I will not 
even try 911.

Tom Whitehouse

FC PD Chief 
Baker addresses 

911 ‘issue’


