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LLocal and
former

residents we
lost in 2021

The following is the list of
county residents and former
county residents whose obitu-
aries appeared in the Falls City
Journal in 2021:

JANUARY

1. Zola Felts, 94, of Falls City,
NE.

2. Gerald R. Timothy, 83, of
Champaign, NE.

3. Gisela Ahern, 100, of Shu-
bert, NE.

4. Merlin John Bauman, 75, of
Falls City, NE.

5. Leatha Yvonne (Randall)
Schawang, 83, of rural Falls
City, NE.

6. Ronald Allen Hazard, 91, of
Thompson, IA.

7. Arley Ray Minshall, 82, of
Salem, NE.

9. Kathy Mumm, 67, of Rulo,
NE.

10. Gary Foster, 76, of Falls
City, NE.

13. Phyllis Jeannette Stratton,
94, of Auburn, NE; Alan E. Burr,
73, of Humboldt, NE.

19. Mary “Jodi” Fritz, 74, of
Falls City, NE.

21.Bob D. Bartlett, 64, of Falls

City, NE; Ronald ‘“Ronnie”
James Lockard, 78, of McKin-
ney, TX.

23. Ronald Louis Rist, 77, of
Humboldt, NE.

24. Bonnie Hossfeld, 89, of
Falls City, NE.

27. Glen L. Nutzman, 83, of
Monroe, LA.

29. Lula Allen, 90, of Falls
City, NE.

31. Jenny Shafer, 58, of Shu-
bert, NE.
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Falls City EDGE names Investors of 2021
and 2022 and Wall of Fame recipients

Last Wednesday, Falls City Edge held its annual
banquet at the Falls City Elks Lodge. The event is
held each year to celebrate the accomplishments
of the past year and recognize the people who

helped make it such a success.
The EDGE Investor and
Community Relations
committee honors an in-
vestor by presenting the
Award for the EDGE In-
vestor of the Year. During
this year’s banquet, both
the 2020 and 2021 recipi-
ents were honored.

EDGE Director Lucas
Froeschl presented each
award.

The 2020 Investor of the
Year was Falls City Mer-
cantile

In September 2019, dis-
cussions of facility up-
grades began between
EDGE and Falls City’s
longest-standing ~ active
business, The Falls City
Mercantile Company. A
large freezer, in operation
since the 1980s, was start-
ing to fail. This prompted
internal discussions about
how to resolve the issue.

After some lobbying from son to father, plans for
a 90 x 45-foot temperature-controlled warehouse

addition was laid out.

EDGE helped facilitate Tax Increment Financ-
ing (TIF) to help defer the investment costs. The

new facility increased the company’s cold-storage
capacity by 8 to 10-times, added a dock door, re-
moved the antiquated open-air storage system,
improved efficiency of receiving shipments, and
increased their buying power. The Mercantile
now has added space
to purchase directly
from manufacturers and
keep larger inventories
in stock for customers,
increasing  serviceabil-
ity for local restaurants,
schools, and the hospi-
tality market.

The Falls City Mercan-
tile’s $1.25m investment
in their fifth-generation
family business has led
to a 25 percent increase
in sales with the poten-
tial to achieve a 50 per-
cent increase once the
supply chain is correct-
ed. This investment has
the potential to create
more jobs for our com-
munity’s workforce and
helps make Falls City a
destination for those in
the small-market food-
service industry. Also,
once the 15-Year TIF-
payment schedule is exhausted, it will add valu-
able income to the city and county’s tax rolls.
Without TIF, the project would likely not have oc-
curred at this level. After operating out of rented
reefer trucks for over a year, the project was com-

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Community
leader, Pam Holle

passes away

Pamela Holle, 56, of Falls City,
NE, passed away January 14,
2022 in Falls City. She was born
August 8, 1965 in Falls City to
Gary and Vicki (Thurnau) Beck-
ner.

Pam attended grade school
in Falls City, junior high in
Gladston, MO and graduated
from Craig RIIIin 1983.1n 1985,
she married David Holle at Falls
City. From this union came
her greatest joy, daughter Am-
ber. While married, the family
made their home in Reserve, KS
on the family farm where Pam

(Please turn to Page 9)
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RicHARDSON COUNTY SHERIEE'S

BY SOUTHEAST COMMUNICATIONS
911 CENTER IN BEATRICE

dispatching services for the
County and when the Southeast
Communications %11 Center
for Beatrice will begin answer-

The regular mesting of te
Richardson County Board of
Commissioners met on Tuesday,
Angust 17,2021

The minutes of the Quarerly
Safety Comumitiee Meeting from  indicated that he would move
August 10, 2021were approved.  forward to get the communica-

The Board met with Highway tion lines mansferred so that SE
Superintendent Steve Darveau. Communications 911 could star

A final review of the sed  answering the calls.

Brandi Kratz as a dispatcher.

communication

j OFFICE DISPATCH NOW BEING DONE

Board approved the re-hiring of

Caverzagie made a motion to
adopt Resolution 2021-2022-5
ing the calls. Sheriff Hardesty [© Waive the bidding require-
ments due to an emergency
simiation for the purchase of

equipment
included on a proposal reoelved
from Motorola Solutions, Inc. in

' REMEMBER THE TRAGIC EVENTS OF THAT DAY, HONOR THE
IMEMORIES OF THOSE WHO PERISHED AND RECOGNIZE THE FIRST

RESPONDERS WHO RISKED THEIR OWH LIVES TO SAVE OTHERS.
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Rlchardson County Sheuffs Department
looking for public input on Jail Addition

The Richardson County Sher- dollars. When the facility was = The Jail's average population,
iff"s Depamment is seeking in-  built, mEal projections showed including inmates housed in
s idanic shat i 1 ad a athar Facilitias o 1

X of

SHERIFF’S DISPATCH NOW DONE BY

SEpt. 11, 2001-SEpT. 11, 2021

SHERIFF’S OQFFICE LOOKING FOR

SE CoMMUNICATIONS 911 CENTER
Auvcusr 25,2021
The Southeast Communications 911 Center for
Beatrice began answering the calls. Sheriff Hard-
esty indicated that he would move forward to get
the communication lines transferred so that SE
communication 911 could start answering the calls

POWER OUTAGE REMINDER THAT

INVESTMENTS NEED TO BE
OCTOBER 6, 2021

Most of Falls City, including the downtown busi-
ness area, was left without power in October when
the city went dark. Many tried to beat the heat by
cruising Harlan Street, while others walked around
uptown to catch a glimpse of Stone Street business-
es during a blackout. For the most part, the City
was quiet.

SEPTEMBER 8, 2021
On the 20th anniversary of the September 11th
terrorist attacks on America, we paused to remem-
ber the tragic events of that day, honor the memo-
ries of those who perished and recognized first re-
sponders who risked their own lives to save others.
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e ar volleyhall team as they pose with thelr hardware
afte mngmmmzusmrmr third time in program history. The Irish wrapped
up the 2021 campalgn with a 38-2 record.

LADY IRISH TAKE DOWN FLYERS TO
EARN FIRST TITLE SINCE 2006

LADpY IRISH TAKE DOWN FLYERS TO
EARN FIRST TITLE SINCE 2006
NovEMBER 10,2021
The Falls City Sacred Heart Irish girls’ volley-
ball team brought home the hardware from Lin-
coln for the first time since they defeated Ewing
back in 2006 and for the third time overall as a
program. The Irish defeated Humphrey in five
sets, 23-25,25-17,17-25,25-19 and 15-9 to win

the title and improve to 35-2 for the season.

2018 Lincoln MKX

Reserve g

cka

41,50

o 29K Miles

Awm%d

INPUT ON JAIL ADDITION
SEPTEMBER 22,2021
The Richardson County Sheriff’s Department was
seeking input from County residents regarding add-
ing additional beds to the current jail. Due to the in-
creased number of arrests, the Jail exceeded its ca-

pacity.

LiGHTED CHRISTMAS PARADE
DEcemBER 1, 2021

The unseasonable weather brought the masses out
to see Santa Claus make his entrance to Falls City
on Friday evening. The people of Falls City took
advantage of the warm weather as they lined Stone
Street hopping to grab a glimpse of Jolly Old St.
Nick as he passed by. The Parade of Lights was a
huge success as many businesses and families deco-
rated their vehicles and jointed in the festivities.
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Due to Omicron
surge, CMC
cancels some

specialty clinics

Community Medical Center stated that in an effort to have enough
available staff for inpatients during the Omicron surge, the decision
was made to put a temporary hold on some specialty clinics during
the next two weeks. Cardiac Rehab is stopped for two weeks. All
other specialty clinics will continue as scheduled and advertised.

The hospital stated, “It is just temporary and our excellent outpa-
tient specialty clinic staff has contacted everyone who had appoint-
ments scheduled for the clinics listed below.

Cancellations are as follows:

January 19 — Dermatology January 19 — Urogynecology
January 21 - Cardiology  January 26 — Pain
January 27 — Podiatry
All other specialty clinics scheduled in the next two weeks will be
held as scheduled. All other services in the hospital are still avail-
able with only elective surgeries, requiring overnight stays, being

rescheduled and those patients were already notified as well.

If you have any questions, please contact our Outpatient Specialty
Clinic at 402-245-6521 or 402-245-6522 or your primary care pro-
vider. Thank you for your understanding. Stay well and stay safe.”

Upcoming Annual Machinery, Livestock Equipment & Hay
CONSIGNMENT AUCTION « SATURDAY, MARCH 5, 2022

LOCATION: Novak Consignment Lot, 2 miles east of Dorchester, Nebr., on Hwy. 33

ACCEPTING CONSIGNMENTS NOW!

From one item to a complete farm auction

For Consignments, Contact:
Office (402) 826-5302 + Col. Darryl Novak (402) 641-7213 + Col. Troy Novak (402) 641-1526

For FREE ADVERTISING, have your
consignments in before Feb. 1, 2022, NUAA

www.novakauctionservice.com

Auction
Service
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SOME WANT TO STRIP AUTONOMY OF LLINCOLN-
LLANCASTER CouNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association
By: J.J. Schmidt
Remember local control? It seems
some state Senators have forgotten,

and they’re all Republicans.

State Sen. Rob Clements of El-
mwood has offered a bill (LB859)
that would strip the Lincoln-Lan-
caster County Health Department’s
authority to issue directed health
measures locally to protect the com-
munity as it has during the current
Pandemic. Because of an increase
in COVID-19 cases in Lincoln as
a new school year approached last
August, the countywide mandate
stood alone in Nebraska.

City officials have argued that
Lincoln’s health department, which
has existed since 1889, predates the
state law recognizing health depart-
ments, granting it more authority to
act when public health is at risk.

And since 1997, a provision has
existed in state law allowing cities
to form joint health departments
with counties of more than 200,000
people — a category tailored to the
Lincoln-Lancaster County Health
Department.

Clements and nine co-sponsors,
only one of whom is from Lin-
coln, introduced the measure which
would strip the Lincoln-Lancaster
County Health Department of its
authority to act independently of
the state in issuing directed health
measures. Clements said it would
put the department on equal foot-
ing with the state’s 15 other health
districts.

Why is that important? I thought
Republicans were all about local
control.

“I don’t think (the Lincoln-Lan-
caster County Health Department)
should be treated any differently
than any other health department,”
said Clements, a Republican whose
District 2 now stretches into Lan-
caster County after lawmakers re-
drew political boundaries last fall.
“There’s been a lot of people who
didn’t care for the decisions made
by (the health department),” he
added.

Not the least of whom is Governor
Pete Ricketts who refused to issue
statewide mandates and has op-
posed mask mandates.

The measures implemented by
the Lincoln-based health depart-
ment faced a handful of challenges
in state and federal court, where
business owners argued the depart-
ment exceeded its authority. Judges
have been skeptical of those claims,
however, noting state statute gives
city-county health departments
broad authority to act to prevent the
spread of disease.

Outside of Lancaster County, man-
dates had to be approved by elected
officials, usually city councils and
county boards, which haven’t revis-
ited the issue since mandates were
allowed to expire last spring.

In Lancaster County, the mask
mandate issued by the health de-
partment was allowed to expire
Dec. 23.

Clements and Ricketts -- or who-
ever is pulling the strings -- wants to
hold Lincoln and Lancaster County
to that same standard for some rea-
son. Lives are being saved by the
mask mandate, so why change any-
thing?

Is it politics? Ricketts and Clem-
ents and his co-sponsors are all Re-
publicans. Lincoln Mayor Leirion
Gaylor Baird is a Democrat.

Mayoral Chief of Staff Jennifer
Brinkman said the local health de-
partment’s response was “critical to
making our community one of the
safest places in the state throughout
the pandemic” and the city opposes
“any effort to take away the local
control that has helped keep fami-
lies safe, businesses open, schools
in session, and other organizations
operating safely.”

If this bill undeservedly goes from
committee to the full Legislature
for debate and is approved by the
Legislature and signed by Rick-
etts, it would make any city-county
health department policy related to
investigation, vaccination, testing
and prevention of communicable
diseases subject to approval by the

state Department of Health and Hu-
man Services.

All that does is add another layer
of bureaucratic delay to the serious
business of public health. Not good.

Co-signers, all Republicans in the
officially nonpartisan Legislature,
are: Joni Albrecht of Thurston;
Steve Erdman of Bayard, Mike
Groene of North Platte and Steve
Halloran of Hastings, all propo-
nents of herd immunity; Suzanne
Geist of Lincoln; Ben Hansen of
Blair; John Lowe of Kearney; Dave
Murman of Glenvil and Julie Slama
of Sterling.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering
Nebraska government and politics
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: AMERICAN AUTHORS

ACROSS

1. Cause for a duel

5. Nelson Mandela’s org.

8.“___ inthe shade”

12. Andean people’s chew

13. “White Wedding” singer

14. Like a haunted mansion

15. South American tuber, pl.

16. Type of cotton fiber

17. Desired forecast?

18. *”The Underground Railroad” author
20. Like West Wing office

21. Not silently

22. “When We Were Kings” subject

23. Hand over (2 words)

26. Barbecued

30. The Jackson 5 1970 hit

31. Repressed
34.“Alice Doesn’t _____
35. State of dishonor
37. Three, to Caesar

38. Brightest star in Cygnus
39. Performer’s time to shine
40. “No.l Ladies Detective
series

42. African migrator

43. *”The Night Watchman” author
45. *”Little Women” author
47.Poor man’s caviar

48. Analyze

50. Canter or gallop

52. %A Farewell to Arms” author
56. Latin dance

57. Club on the links

58. Kind or courteous
59.Los___ ,CA

60. Round feed storage

61. Not odd

62. Colonial times laborer

63. Band performance

64. Theodores, to friends

Here Anymore”

” book

DOWN

1. Flat-bottomed boat

2. Scottish lake

3. Antioxidants-rich berry

4. Popular primo dish in Italian restaurant,
pl.

5. Bye, to Edith Piaf

6. Wanderer

7. Garbed

8. *”Moby Dick” author

9. Length times width

10. Call someone, in the olden days
11. Poetic “ever”

13. Apple invention

14. Food contaminant

19. Run off to wed

22. Jean of Dadaism

23. Out of style

24. Find repugnant

25. Burn with coffee, e.g.
26.*UrsulaK.Le

27. Jargon

28. It happens at a certain time and place
29. First novel, e.g.

32. Near in space or time

33. Not a win nor a loss

36. *”Song of Solomon” author

38. *”Chronicles” author and songwriter
40. *NY Times bestselling author Atkins or
playing card

41. Gambling venue

44. Smidgins

46. Young swan

48. Eagle’s nest

49. Young salmon

50. *”Miss Lulu Bett” author

51. Highest adult male singing voice
52. Snake’s warning

53. Take as a wife

54. Got A+

55. Desires or cravings

56. Sticky substance
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Stone St. ) ! .
Dennis Liberty was honored as the FC wrestler of the week. Liberty,CaaseS abSOIUteI The company is proud to grow,sors of Falls City Recreation

. te jobs, and expand itsand served on the initial Board
126-pound wrestler, was honored by Coach Larry Munn. create  Jc .
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12 points. Family Medicine Clinic - 402- Business Wall of Fame Award to EHU-V AUVW YHKLFO
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when the value of imports exceeded the value of imports by $2 billion. Rlchard sSOon KDYH PDGH VLJQLAFme@hr ¢f RIKs\@IU#263 for

25 Years Ago, January 19 to January 25, 1997 tions in the area of volunteerismover 30 years, was a member of

A proposed two-hour parking ordinance in the downtown business C t leadership and philanthropic acthe Lions Club, served on City
district was short on votes at the City Council meeting. O U n tivity. Council for six years, was on the
Sacred Heart school hosted the Pioneer Conference Honor Band cljn- i t rds thi ogrd of Public Works for 17
ic at Prichard Auditorium. Linda Donohue of Blair Public Schools di-H O H F W L ﬁe@ﬁe amr\,fn_ bggms and is a member of Sts.
rected the 138-piece concert. and Bradley Albu. Peter & Paul Catholic Church.
The Irish girls held Janelle Findlay to just nine points as SH defeate® HFWLRQ AOLQJV WK I'H_BL/Y\H\,G : W/ K:H BijadlIpyHplayedi Fah Bdsential be-
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; , , prominent Falls City business-development of Business Park-
Marc Martin, a 189-pound Tiger wrestler, earned the Journal’s athlgt§chard Hardesty of Humboldt man and community leader whoway Road. His leadership in the

of the week for his championship performance at the Elkhorn Invitex v AOHG R Q WKH Bkh&X Erfd LdpBredV Sdhiltelndustrial Park and willingness

Angel Steinblock had a rare triple-double, scoring 18 points, grabtor count ; :
: - %E?ﬂ y Sheriff. Feed and Seed. Formerly Ebeio call Falls City home has pro-
bing 15 boards and added 11 steals as her Humboldt Cardinals ald Ferguson of Falls City Seed Company, Marvin pur vided many careers for citizens.

Dorchester 42-18. A : . ,
Rural Firemen Jerry Duerfeldt, Duane Merz, Scott Hollens, Jim Ridg> o A9 H G TRU H O H EntidedR RalfVdrRintrésti in D9B5P¥tsonalized plaques of Mr.

er, Richard Malcolm, Ken Arnold, Larry Weaver Jr, Paul Schawang ty City Council. ¢ Ealls Ci and purchased the whole busiAlbu and Mr. Scheitel will join
%RE 6FKROO 'RXJ 3DUULVK DQG (G 1XW pBRRyHIIsEr %@@g@g‘?@\iﬁ LScutteniiy o, bypast and future Minners on the
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7DEOH 5RFN 6WDWH 6HQDWRU )OR\G 9U RubligantickesiangquiatyTrex @EROGW DERXW 1 H-
braska’s prisons’ overcrowding problem. Vrtiska stated, “we can eitREf€r- _

OHW VRPH SHRSOH RXW RU AQG D SODFKRamsgia §oowowmlﬂﬁlt§1ha V WDON ZDV LQ UHIHU
HQFH WR D JURXS RUJDQL]LQJ WR EULQAPL G LRRQWKRH DSHSEHEULADND WREDNWWR Q
Wendy Craig of Falls City graduated with the highest distinction hdar Clerk of the District Court.
ors from Peru St. College with a Bachelor of Science degree in elemBonald Gudenkauf of Daw-
tary education, special education and coaching. VRQ KDV AOHG IRU KH SHSXEOLFDQ

1LNNL +DUPRQ OF.LP VFRUHG SRLQWMNMyCGnv&éMDrEEHG WHIQ UHERXQGYV

DV WKH 'DZVRQ 9HUGRQ MXQLRU KLJK EHDW 1& /RXUGHYV

15 Years Ago, January 19 to January 25, 2007

Darin Davis was selected to lead the Chamber of Commerce during
the annual meeting held at the Falls City Elks Club. Cathy O’Grady
received the Outstanding Front-Line Employee Award at the banquet.

County Attorney Jeff Goltz met with the Richardson County Com-
missioners and informed them he would be offering his resignation
effective June 30, 2007.

Hunters in the area harvested 643 deer. Four hundred and thirty-seven
bucks were killed and 206 does were taken.

$UP\ VW /W -DFRE )ULW] WKH \HDU ROG VRQ RI /\OH DQp 1RDOD )ULW]
of rural Verdon, was killed in an ambush in Karbala, Iraq. Fritz became
WKH VHFRQG 5LFKDUGVRQ &RXQW\ VHUYLFH PHPEHU WR GLHELQ ,UDT 6JW 1LFN
1ROWH GLHG LQ

1HDUO\ YLVLWRUYVY DWWHQGHG WKH *UDQG 2SHQLQJ RI KH QHZ /LEUDU\
and Arts Center. Most who attended were so impressed with what they
saw that they thought they must be somewhere else. Lincoln, maybe,
or Omaha, possibly Kansas City, but surely not Falls City.

The Lady Tigers had dropped to 6-11 for the season after a 47-32 loss
to EImwood-Murdock. Blair Brennan led Falls City with 13 points.

The Tiger boys beat Hiawatha in the Raider Classic for a third-place
AQLVK DQG LPSURYHG WR IRU WKH \HDU -DNH %DUWHN @gHG WKH &ODVV &
1R UDQNHG 7LJHUV ZLWK SRLQWYV DQG UHERXQGYVY DQ@OLWFK /LEHUW\
with 11 points and 10 boards.




