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Journal 
office closed 

for New Year’s
The office of the Falls City 

Journal will be closed on Thurs-
day, December 30 and Friday, 
December 31. The deadline for 
the January 5, 2022 paper will 
be Wednesday, December 29, 
2021 by 2:00 p.m. and close 
soon after.
To submit ads email chelsief-

cj@sentco.net; for stories email 
nikkifcj@sentco.net or brianmc-
kim@yahoo.com. 
Please plan accordingly and 

have a safe and happy holiday.

The Southeast District Health Department rescheduled the CO-
VID-19 Vaccine Clinic in Falls City, at Prichard Auditorium, to 
Thursday, December 30th from 2:00 to 6:00 PM. The storm on 
Wednesday caused power outages and impacted the use of water in 
Falls City, in which the Department couldn’t operate the clinic as 
originally planned. 
Individuals who plan to attend, please advice: Be at least 90 days 

past receiving a monoclonal antibody infusion as treatment for CO-
VID-19. Wear a mask before entering through the main entrance.
If under the age of 19, a parent/legal guardian must be present at 

the clinic for consent. Be at least six months since your second dose 
(Moderna and Pfizer). Bring your insurance claim. No out of pocket 
expense for vaccine. No insurance? Talk to the Southeast District 
Health Department for help. For questions call the Southeast Dis-
trict Health Department at 402-274-3993, or 877-777-0424 before 
the vaccine and booster clinic. 

SEDHD walk-in vaccination 
and booster clinic at Prichard 

Auditorium moved to Thursday

Johnson County (Mo.) 
teacher’s message to 

parents: You can be angry, 
but we also can leave

(Editor’s Note: This article 
was brought to the attention of 
the Falls City Journal by a local 
educator who asked if we could 
request permission by The Kan-
sas City Star to reprint it in our 
paper. This story originally ap-
peared in The Kansas City Star 
on December 17, 2021)
Johnson County teacher’s 

message to parents: 
You can be angry, but 

we also can leave
By Sarah Ritter
Dianne O’Bryan has had 

enough. She has seen too many tal-
ented teachers leave the profession 
she’s dedicated the past 27 years 
to. It’s a growing problem this third 
pandemic school year, she said, as 
educators navigate threats from an-
gry parents and the tense political 
climate that has seeped into schools. 
O’Bryan decided it was her time 
to speak up, on behalf of veteran 
teachers like herself, and those who 
have just entered the industry in 
what she calls an increasingly toxic 
environment. She gave a passion-
ate speech at this week’s Blue Val-
ley school board meeting, and soon 
the video was seen by thousands 
on social media across the country. 
Why did she do it? “I’m genuinely 
worried about losing great teachers, 
losing great district staff,” O’Bryan, 
a Blue Valley High School teacher, 
told The Star. “Teachers, counselors 
are burdened with so much more 

than they ever have been. Inside the 
entire system, there’s so much work 
that needs to be done for kids right 
now. And then to have communities 
coming at schools with such nega-
tivity, I’m worried we’re going to be 
losing some wonderful people.” 

At the school board meeting, she 
warned the community that there 
is a crisis in schools, and it is not 
whether critical race theory is 
taught in class, what books are on 
library shelves, or even COVID-19. 
Instead, she said, it is the “teacher 
shortage that is getting worse.”

“Ask a principal how many quali-
fied candidates apply for teach-
ing positions. It’s shockingly low,” 
O’Bryan told the board. “For those 
of us in classrooms every day, it’s 
no surprise that our co-workers are 
thinking about and some actually 
planning for their exits at the end of 
this year.” 

“For those angry, highly critical, 
accusatory parents in our district, 
please know that you’re a major 
contributing factor to teachers leav-
ing,” O’Bryan said. “You have a 
choice to be angry, but we also have 
a choice to leave.” Her words im-
mediately resonated, with educators 
across the country commenting that 
they were experiencing the same 
stressors and negativity surrounding 
schools. And now O’Bryan is on a 
mission, she said, to change the con-
versation and encourage a return to 
civility and respect for educators. 

By Nikki McKim; photo by Bri-
an McKim
During the Monday, Decem-

ber 20, Falls City, City Council 
meeting, Mayor Shawna Bindle 
noted that the County Commis-
sioners declared an emergency 
disaster for the recent storm. The 
city fell under that umbrella, so 
they would be keeping track of 
expenses for record. 
Bindle also thanked Utility 

Superintendent Ray Luhring, 
Kevin Cluskey and Sandra Fer-
ris, as well as the rest of the city 
employees, “who went above 
and beyond during and after the 
storm.” 
“They’re still working and do-

ing a ton of work everywhere 
from power lines to the cem-
etery. And I also want to extend 
a special thank you to the Au-
burn Board of Public Works for 
sending a line crew down to as-
sist us and to Nebraska City for 
sending assistance to the power 
plant,” said Mayor Bindle.
Cluskey echoed the Mayor’s 

statement saying, “I want to say 
a special thanks to all the city 
workers, crew and utility work-
ers out there. During a moment 
of crisis, they all came together 
and were working well with the 
county and they were more than 
willing to reach out and help us 
where they could. 
We really appreciate the part-

nership we’re getting from 
Richardson County.”
 Ray Luhring, Utility Super-

intendent, explained the outage 
issues Falls City experienced 
before the storm and the hours 
after in great detail at the request 
of Councilperson Don Fergu-
son; in the event something 
of this nature happens again, 

there’s more knowledge to share 
with the public. 
Luhring shared his frustration 

with the Council saying when 
OPPD lost several lines, poles 
and structures between Verdon 
and Falls City, that started the 
outages. 
Once he found out about that 

damage, he expected a 30-min-
ute outage.
The following is a condensed 

transcript of what Luhring said 
at the Council meeting. 
Luhring expected to start unit 

nine, a 9.3-megawatt unit that 
can carry the entire city of Falls 
City. 
“With the load that we had, 

piece of cake,” said Lurhing.
Unit four was ‘black started” 

(the process used to restore 
power in the event of a total or 
partial shutdown of the national 
electricity transmission system) 
to get the station power and 
nine was started the right way, 
but when it was put on it failed 
immediately. The problem was 
unclear, so each was reset and a 
10-minute cool-off period was 
done to get the exhaust out of 
the engine. 
The channel started back up 

and it started again.
“When we went to auto-sync, 

Luhring explains generator issues to 
City Council during last week’s meeting

The Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners met on Tuesday, 
December 21, 2021.
Highway Superintendent Steve 

Darveau, Jr. met with the Board to 
update them on road maintenance 
and damage done during the recent 
storm. Darveau informed the Board 
that the insurance adjuster would 
review the damages done to the 
building and some vehicles dam-
aged during the storm.  
The Board reviewed with the 

Emergency Management Agency 
Director, Brian Kirkendall, the 
damages reported from the storm 
of December 15, 2021. 
Kirkendall reported that the Na-

tional Weather Service had called 
the event a “serial derecho” due to 
the length and high speeds of the 
winds. He estimated damage from 
the storm to be over $2 million. 
Kirkendall also reported torna-

does were confirmed near Pawnee 
City and DuBois. 
Sheriff Hardesty reviewed the sit-

uation with the generator service to 

the Law Enforcement Center and 
expressed that the generator should 
be at some point be connected to 
the Sheriff’s Office portion of the 
Law Enforcement Center. More 
will be discussed on this topic later. 
Carli Black, Extension Director 

of the Southeast Nebraska District 
and Kaytlyn Kennedy, Extension 
Educator, requested to meet with 
the Board to present a proposal 
from the University of Nebraska 
Cooperative Extension Service re-
garding the salary of the 4-H As-
sistant in Richardson County.  Ne-
braska Extension had completed a 
salary equity study for all 4-H As-
sistants to ensure that all staff was 
compensated in proportion to a new 
adjusted starting salary of $38,000.  
The salary adjustment calculations 
used the number of years of service 
and annual evaluation merit scores.  
A motion was made to approve 

the proposal from the University 
of Nebraska Cooperative Exten-
sion Service for an increase of the 
4-H Assistant’s salary in which the 
County would be responsible for 
a total of 25 percent of the wage 
effective July 1, 2022, the motion 
carried.    
Amanda Bartek-Ramsey, County 

Treasurer, presented the Board 
pledge security receipt replace-

EMA estimates over 
$2 million in damage done 

during ‘serial derecho’
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DOWN
1. “Monty Python” broadcaster
2. Rioter’s take
3. Cantina pot
4. Fasteners or holders
5. Cover story
6. *Suez ____, too tight for Ever Given
7. Like custard
8. Mythological ship
9. “High” time
10. Wayside stop
12. Thinly spread
13. Look forward to
14. *____ Papers, leaked offshore account 
information
19. Banana refuse, pl.
22. Exchange for money
23. Old World lizard
24. *January 20th honoree
25. Anti-elderly one
26. Those not in favor
27. Pita, alt. sp.
28. Take without asking
29. Gossiper, Yiddish
32. *Perseverance landing spot
33. Edible tuber
36. *Kabul’s organization in power
38. *The Nobel ____ Prize was awarded to 
Ressa and Muratov
40. Snoop around
41. Snowmobile brand
44. Give the boot
46. *”Stronger” by Cindy McCain, e.g.
48. Southwestern hut
49. Sushi restaurant staple
50. ____ gum, food additive
51. Leave out
52. Home to the Leaning Tower
53. Not in use
54. One in mattress
55. Spot for a facial
58. *Actor Liotta, star in “The Many Saints 
of Newark”

ACROSS
1. Coalition of countries
5. King trump-er, sometimes
8. Cuckoo bird
11. ____ weevil
12. Smelting waste
13. Kitchen-wear
15. Coke or Pepsi
16. Check-in via text, email, etc.
17. Settler transport
18. *2021 Super Bowl winner, two words
20. Before long, to Shakespeare
21. Jeopardy
22. Auction action
23. Puts down
26. Coroner’s performance
30. Band booking
31. Snicket of “A Series of Unfortunate 
Events”
34. Stravinsky’s “The ____ of Spring”
35. Mine passages
37. *Build Back Better ____
38. Eucharist plate
39. Table hill
40. Good review
42. “Tit for ____”
43. Buck feature, pl.
45. *First female VP
47. Evergreen creeper
48. It goes with gin, according to Snoop 
Dogg
50. Mongolian desert
52. *COVID-19, e.g.
55. Poison ivy or Poison oak
56. International Civil Aviation Org.
57. Distinctive smell
59. House coat
60. Asian cuisine food thickener
61. Pelvic parts
62. Gallery display
63. Self-proclaimed greatest boxer
64. Count on

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
Coming right up, the short 

session of the Nebraska Legis-
lature. The scheduled 60 days 
will be long on ideas, but prob-
ably short on controversial 
rhetoric, at least from senators 
who stand for re-election lest 
they offend their constituents 
or tip their hand to opponents. 
It’s also the end of the line for 

some outspoken term-limited 
senators who probably won’t 
pull any punches. Bottom line, 
there will be drama. Always is.
Adding to the drama is 490 

carryover bills from the 107th 
Legislature First Session. But 
wait, there’s more. There are 
33 Legislative Resolutions that 
carried over and 12 of those 
are proposed Constitutional 
Amendments that lawmakers 
would like to have approved 
on or before the planned April 
20 adjournment in order to get 
them on the November ballot.
Now that’s where the drama 

will come. LR2CA calls for 
voters to approve legalization 
of cannabis for anyone 21 and 
older. Look for a lot of Demo-
cratic support for this one. Of 
course, the Republicans will 
likely rally behind LR3CA 
which is the so-called Voter ID 
bill. Senator Michaela Cavana-
ugh of Omaha, a Democrat in 
the officially non-partisan Leg-
islature, has her own voter res-
olution, LR10CA which would 
remove felony convictions (ex-
cept treason) as a prohibition to 
voting.
Not enough for you yet? 

There’s always Bayard Sena-
tor Steve Erdman’s ill-advised 
LR11CA which calls for doing 
away with the current state tax 
system and replacing it with the 
Consumption Tax. When this 
measure first reared its head in 
Lincoln a couple decades ago it 
was called the Transaction Tax. 
It didn’t get out of committee 
back then. With certain excep-
tions, when you buy something, 
you pay a tax. What could pos-
sibly go wrong with that? It’s 
just open season for exemption 
hunters in future sessions. Re-
member the ox that gets gored?
A proposal (LR13CA) to allow 

voters to approve limits on the 
amount of property tax that po-
litical subdivisions could spend 
on public schools is on the table 
from Sen. Tom Brewer of Gor-
don. 
Senator Justin Wayne of Oma-

ha wants voters to approve 
(LR18CA) an extension of term 
limits for senators from two to 
three terms. Lincoln Senator 
Patty Pansing Brooks wants 
archaic language that says mar-
riage is between a man and a 
woman removed from the state 
Constitution through LR20CA.
The state would pick up the 

tab for elementary and sec-
ondary public education under 
Albion Sen. Tom Briese’s LR-
21CA. Governor Peter Ricketts 
supports LR22CA to cap the 
real property tax revenue of a 
political subdivision at 3% of 
the amount raised in the prior 
fiscal year. A political subdivi-
sion may exceed the 3% cap 

by a specific amount at a spe-
cial election if approved by a 
majority of legal voters of the 
subdivision. 
Lincoln Sen. Anna Wishart 

hopes her LR24CA would do 
away with the one subject per 
ballot initiative limits currently 
in place. Her last attempt to le-
galize medical marijuana fell 
victim to that provision. Omaha 
Sen. Brett Lindstrom wants the 
state to have authority to regu-
late sports betting with LR-
26CA. 
LR27CA, from Lincoln Sena-

tor Matt Hansen, proposes 
amending the Nebraska State 
Constitution to allow the conti-
nuity of government provisions 
already existing to be used dur-
ing a pandemic. It was modeled 

after a proposal approved by 
Washington state voters to add 
the term “catastrophic incident” 
to a similar provision in their 
state constitution.  
All this excitement will be in 

addition to those carryover bills 
and whatever new proposals 
come up during the opening 10 
days of the new session which 
convenes January 5 and runs 
through April 20 with time off 
for two holidays and 14 recess 
days. That gets senators back 
to their districts in time for the 
May primary election.
Stay tuned. This could be an 

action-packed 60 days.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering Ne-
braska government and politics since 
1979. He has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 20 years. 
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Food Intolerance or Allergy…
Which Is It? 

By Jennifer May, M.D.
Food intolerance and food allergy are common these days. When 

I was a kid, no one asked about nut allergies or gluten sensitivities 
when inviting you to a birthday party. You could bring homemade 
snacks to school. Peanuts were served to everyone on airplanes. 
Today, we are constantly reminded to be aware and take precau-
tions to help prevent exposure for those who are intolerant or al-
lergic.  
Understanding the difference between allergy and intolerance is 

important. Allergies can result in life threatening reactions, where-
as food intolerances are not life threatening but can be very prob-
lematic. Food allergies and intolerance have many overlapping 
symptoms making diagnosis difficult.  
Food intolerance is very common and is estimated to affect 20 

percent of the world’s population. Food intolerance occurs when 
the body has a chemical reaction to eating a particular food or 
drink. Most food intolerance reactions involve the digestive sys-
tem, skin, and respiratory system. Many of us have mild intoler-
ance, say to diary, but other common triggers are gluten, caffeine, 
and eggs. 
Food allergies can be more serious and result from an inappropri-

ate immune system response. Nuts, for example, are harmless yet 
the immune system can identify them as toxic. Even a small expo-
sure can lead to a life-threatening reaction known as anaphylaxis.  
Thankfully, we have new approaches to manage food allergy. To-

day, we better understand how exposure to a broad variety of food 
in infancy can reduce risk of developing allergy as we age. An-
other option available is immune therapy for peanut allergy. 
On the other hand, managing food intolerance requires an un-

derstanding of what food or ingredient triggers symptoms, then 
we focus on avoidance. We do not have immune therapy for food 
intolerance.   
Both food intolerances and allergies are becoming more preva-

lent. For example, between 2007 and 2016 there was a 377 percent 
increase in treatment of diagnosed anaphylactic reactions to food. 
Why are more people having challenges with food? It is not clear. 
Maybe it is our environment, our diet, or both. No specific cause 
has been identified. 
Our world has changed and our treatments for food allergies and 

food intolerance have changed as well. It seems we will continue 
to have special dietary requests for a long time to come, so getting 
the right diagnosis is our most important first step.  
Jennifer May, M.D. practices rheumatology in Rapid City, South 

Dakota. She is a contributing Prairie Doc® columnist and guest 
host this week on the Prairie Doc® television show. For free and 
easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairie-
doc.org.
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From the Journal From the Journal 
FilesFiles
By Brian McKimBy Brian McKim
50-25-15 Years Ago50-25-15 Years Ago

50 years ago •  December 28, 1972 through January 4, 1973
Three Falls Citians reported to the police department that vandals 

slashed tires on their cars. Jerry Rhodd, Larry Weaver Sr. and Garry 
Wilson all had damaged tires. 
More than 80 persons were arrested at a human barricade put up by 

Vietnam war veterans staging an antiwar protest at the Lincoln Me-
morial in Washington. 
Epply airfield was invaded by Cornhusker rooters boarding commer-

cial flights bound for Miami and the Orange Bowl. 
The fire department responded to a call in the 1500 block of Harlan 

at 2 a.m. to extinguish a straw fire. Someone had apparently kicked 
over a flare at a site, South of Nixon’s Grill, where cement work was 
being done. 
The Los Angeles Lakers were on top of pro basketball, winning their 

29th game in a row. 
Leslie Stevens spoke on “Rotary Cheerleading” at the Rotary meet-

ing at Hotel Stephenson. Rodney Knaup, president, presided. 
Neal Frost, son of Mr. and Mrs. Everett Frost, was presented the 

championship trophy of the seventh annual Junior Feeders program 
of the Richardson County Bank and Trust Co. at the summary meet-
ing at Hotel Stephenson. 
Donald Berhardt of Falls City was sentenced to 15 years in prison for 

the second-degree murder of his wife, Mary Lou. 
Nebraska would be playing Alabama in the Orange Bowl and for the 

first time, the Crimson Tide had black players on their roster. 
The Falls City Elks Midgets and Legion baseball teams had banner 

seasons. The Midgets finished at 24-3 while the Legion wrapped up 
the season at 19-13. 
At midnight on December 31, the Richardson County jail was empty 

for a full 24-hours. It was the first time since L.D. Camblin had been 
sheriff that the jail had been vacant for that long. At one time in the 
last year, there were 11 inmates, ranging from intoxication to incest 
and murder. 
The state of Nebraska cited 487 traffic deaths in 1971, breaking the 

record set in 1968 by 35. 
The mayor and council approved a multi-family apartment building 

at 2222 Morton Street at their regular meeting. The principal owners 
of the new units were Roger Kiekhaefer and Gerald Hooper Jr., who 
had formed a new corporation, PACA. 
After routing Alabama in the Orange Bowl, Nebraska ranked No. 1 

in the final polls. Two Big 8 teams followed the Big Red in the final 
ratings with  Oklahoma at No. 2 at 11-1 and Colorado was third at 
10-2. 

25 years ago • December 29, 1996 through January 4, 1997
A group organized by Bruce Walker was ice skating at Appleoff 

Lake southeast of Falls City. With mild temperatures and eight inches 
of ice, conditions for skating proved to be just about right. 
The Pentagon had shut down most of its public access computer 

websites over the weekend and searched Monday for the culprit who 
tampered with an Air Force computer home page. 
Irish sophomore Brian Lemerond, a reserve guard, knocked down 

a pair of free throws with :03 remaining to give S.H. the win in the 
finals of the Elmwood-Murdock Invite. 
Led by Kiley Schawang and Molly Matthes, Falls City placed sec-

ond in the St. Joseph LeBlond Tourney. F.C. fell to Savannah for the 
second time that season, 60-44. Schawang and Matthes each scored 
14 points to lead the Tigers. 
Linda Stout, who had resigned as the Chamber of Commerce man-

ager, had joined the Falls City Journal as the director of advertising. 
Falls City had played host to two significant events in 1996. In June, 

the Bike Ride Across Nebraska had made an overnight stop. One week 
later, the Corel Great Race made a pitstop in F.C. The Corel Great 
Race was limited to vehicles manufactured before 1924. Drivers navi-
gated 4,100 miles from Tacoma, Washington to Toronto, Canada. 
The former Barb Frost of Falls City, Barb Hemphill, appeared on 

ABC’s “Good Morning America” to discuss “Getting Organized for 
1997.” 
Nathan Hinrichs, a 6-6 junior from Falls City and Denise Witt, a 

guard for the undefeated Irish, were awarded the Journal Athletes of 
the Week. 
“Space Jam” was being held over at the Arrow Twin Theaters in 

Hiawatha. 
A surprise party celebrating their 30th wedding anniversary was held 

in honor of Duane and Marna Stehlik. 
15 Years Ago • December 29, 2006 through January 4, 2007

Mayor Rod Vandeberg spoke about his “serious concerns” regard-
ing the general budget at the Falls City Council Meeting. He used the 
term “deep trouble” in describing the general fund deficits of the past 
several years. 
Long-time local businessman James G. Stephenson died at age 86. 

Stephenson was the 1985 recipient of the University of Nebraska 
Builders Award. Stephenson owned the Stephenson Hotel and served 
as a stockholder and director of the Richardson County Bank and 
Trust Co. He was a former officer and director of the Nebraska Li-
censed Beverage Association. 
Three of Falls City’s most celebrated artists, Allan Tubach, Alice 

Cleaver and John Falter, would be featured in the inaugural exhibit at 
the Falls City Library and Arts Center. 
The Irish boys won the holiday tourney at West Nodaway by defeat-

ing the hosts 70-30 in the championship. S.H. forced 88 turnovers in 
the tournament’s three games while committing only eight. 
The Lady Irish suffered their first loss of the season in West Nod-

away, falling to Albany 44-43. That last regular-season loss for S.H. 
had come last February to Marysville, KS. 
Two patriotic Falls City students were announced winners of contests 

sponsored by the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the VFW Auxiliary. 
Timothy VonBehren and Abigail Murphy were chosen as the winners. 
The Falls City Tigers met their match in St. Joe. F.C. dropped two 

games at the LeBlond Holiday Tourney but still moved up two spots 
to No. 6 in the latest Class C1 Omaha World-Herald ratings. 
David and Sherry Aitken were the proud parents of a boy, Thomas 

Joshua. He was welcomed home by sister Rachel, age 11 and brother 
Nicholas, age 8. 
Hanna Glathar, daughter of Kim Glathar and Brad Glathar, was a re-

cent graduate of the University of Nebraska at Kearney with a Bach-
elor’s Degree in Family Studies and a minor in Psychology.

Luhring explains generator issues to 
City Council during last week’s meeting

(Continued from Page 1)
it auto-synced, it closed the 
breaker so all sudden we’ve got 
nine on the board, what we call 
on the board, so feeding our bus 
and we’re thinking it’s a piece of 
cake. Our station power which is 
off one of our 4160 engines, is 
running the supply station pow-
er, so it’s given us what we call 
60 cycles per second that’s what 
your electricity in the United 
States runs on,” said Luhring. 
“To sync that, our generator nine 
looks at it and when it has 60 
cycles and sees 60 cycles, and 
through the step-up transformer 
they both see 13.8 it automati-
cally closes that breaker to put 
unit nine on-line, which it did. 
The trouble with it and we still 
to this day (Monday, December 
20) don’t know exactly what 
although we’re reaching out to 
Wärtsilä.”
When that unit was on cycle, 

it went from 60 to 62, which, 
Luhring said, may not sound like 
a lot, but it’s a ton when you’re 
talking about electricity cycles. 
Trying to get it down, they tried 
to adjust the fuel to get the RPM 
down on the engine so the cycles 
would go to 60 and loads could 
be added, but it wouldn’t adjust. 
It stayed at 62.
“We thought, okay, let’s put a 

circuit on, we get a little bit of 
load on; that’ll also help bring 
that back down a little bit. 
We did that didn’t help; it just 
stayed at 62 the entire time and 
the RPM stayed at 7500, which 
they’re supposed to be 7200,” 
said Lurhing.
 The crew fought for nearly ten 

minutes and had a couple of cir-
cuits on and then it tripped out on 
what they call over frequency and 
under voltage. They were back in 
the same boat, and they’d have to 
black start from the get-go with 
unit four again. They started four 
up and decided to run unit six be-
cause units seven and eight were 
disabled. 
Six was running and looking 

good. They wanted to get nine 
up and running; once again, it 
ran the cycles up to 62 and it 
wouldn’t come down. 
“We even put it in manual to try 

and adjust the speed and couldn’t 
get it to do it. Trips the whole 
place out. When that happened, 
unfortunately, unit six, the cir-
cuit breaker up in the switchgear, 
the trip coil burned up. So we 
couldn’t get it offline. We were 
struggling out, so we manually 
had to trip it, which trust me I 
don’t like doing with stuff that’s 
60 years old,” said Luhring. 
“But we got it offline. And so 
then we’re stuck with a breaker 
that we can’t use right away. We 
struggled with different things 
off and on as far as the units, and 
we got a hold of Wärtsilä finally, 
and they told us, you know what 
you’re doing should work. We 
assured him it wasn’t.”
Chris Farabee from Farabee 

Mechanical and a gentleman 
from Nebraska City took a look 
and agreed with Luhring, what 
was happening made no sense. It 
should have been working. 
“They said, well, that just makes 

no sense to us, and that’s not 
how they operate. We brought it 
back up again and did the same 
thing. When it dumped us, both 
of them were just dumbfounded. 
They said this makes no sense. It 
shouldn’t do this. So we are still 
reaching out to Wärtsilä on that,” 
said Luhring.
The breaker for unit six was 

changed and it’s on-line. Things 
started to go up. Unit seven had 
not been able to run it because 
the fuel gate wouldn’t drop, and 
Farabee had a suggestion to get 
that up and running. 
Then unit eight ran well for 

about an hour and a half until 
it tripped out after overheating, 
catching Luhring off-guard. 
“We found out that there was a 

circulating water valve that had 
been shut. Somebody had shut 

it off at some point and not told 
anybody. So we didn’t have any 
water running through the engine 
to cool the oil. So that’s what 
caused it to trip on the overheat. 
Once fixed, it was up and run-
ning.  
“We have an enunciator panel 

there, so we don’t get any alarms. 
That was one area of concern, but 
we decided that all we were wor-
ried about were temperatures. If 
we just had an operator go out 
there every 10 minutes and look 
just to make sure the tempera-
tures were okay, we’d be fine. 
Those gauges are right outside 
the control room. So it’s really 
accessible. And once those were 
running, and eight was running, 
we picked up the entire town, we 
had everything up and running 
again. And those ran basically 
from about noon on Thursday. 
Until we switched back to OPPD 
on Friday,” said Lurhing.
He said he would reach out to 

a town in Minnesota that also 
works with Wärtsilä to see if they 
have issues with Black starting 
and sync. He also believes there 
may be a programming issue be-
cause the engine starts and runs 
fine. So mechanically, everything 
is good. 
“When we go to what they call 

Island mode, an island mode just 
means that OPPD completely 
dropped us. We’re in the dark. 
We’re trying to start up all by 
ourselves, you know, detached 
from the grid. We’ve still got 
that out; we’re still trying to talk 
with them, to see what’s going on 
there,” said Luhring. “A couple 
of bad things, one, seven, and 
eight really set us back timewise 
to make all those adjustments and 
repairs to where we can get them 
to run. But on the other hand, 
now we know what they are. So 
those repairs can be made.
He said a checklist is being 

made, so issues like the over-
heating issues or valves not be-
ing reset or open and closed are 
not issues in the future. 
“I know it was frustrating and 

in my opinion, we didn’t gener-
ate as fast as we should have or 
could have; I think we could have 
done a few steps figuring out 
some of these issues a little bit 
quicker,” said Luhring. “We do 
have young staff down there and 
I’ll tell you, they worked hard 
and everybody was throwing out 
ideas. None of this stuff happens 
fast; it does take some time. But, 
you know, it took longer than it 
should have and I’ll take the, you 
know, I’ll take the blame for that. 
And I’m really disappointed that 
we got the answers we got from 

Wärtsilä”
Councilperson Don Ferguson 

said he was disappointed with the 
amount of money we spent with 
Wärtsilä and we were not getting 
any more resources or any more 
desktop help.
“You know, that’s a tough situa-

tion and that’s one of the reasons 
we have this generator so we can 
function on our own in case of an 
outage in case OPPD is going to 
drop it. But you know, we spent 
$12 million on a generator,” said 
Ferguson.
 Luhring agreed, saying, “For 

$12 million, we had to be able to 
hit the start button and that thing 
just start on a dime every time. 
Like I said, mechanically it does, 
so there’s got to be something in 
the programming that’s kicking 
it out and due to what we call 
syncing it on with the cycles.”
Mayor Bindle asked Lurhing, 

under normal circumstances, 
how it takes to start generating 
power from the time we know 
the power’s out for the citizens.
Luhring said if the weather is 

warmer and decent, about 15 
minutes if it’s cold and bad out, 
a bit longer, maybe 20 to 30 min-
utes. 
After the storm, Luhring 

thought we had about 12 poles 
down and broken, but as of 
Monday, they had found three 
or five more. 
Councilperson Amber Holle 

said she thought the city did a 
better job with communication, 
this time with businesses and 
residents. Still, it would be ben-
eficial to investigate a text alert 
system or another program to 
use. The Council said they would 
be looking into some options to 
alert the public in the future dur-
ing emergency events.
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Accidents

Superintendent’s District Update
By Tim Heckenlively

District 56 BOE considers and takes action with regard to the en-
gineer agreement with RDG Planning & Design for the proposed 
high school athletic stadium turf replacement project – RDG Plan-
ning & Design will provide the professional design and construc-
tion administration services for the proposed high school athletic 
stadium artificial turf replacement project. The board will be con-
sidering the turf replacement project for the 2022 project list. Turf 
Diagnostics, an independent turf and soil testing company based 
out of Linwood, KS, completed an evaluation of the turf field at 
the stadium during the fall 2021, and provided a detailed report 
on the current condition of the turf field. Results of the testing in-
dicated the field GMAX (hardness) has continued to increase and 
is reaching points near the maximum impact threshold and range 
of compaction. The fiber length is shortening in areas and some 
seams have been identified to be separating. The artificial turf field 
was originally installed in 2005.

New School Funding Bill to be Introduced by Sen. Lynne Walz 
- The legislative bill is the result of a proposal developed by Co-
lumbus Public Schools administrators. At the NASB/NASA Fall 
Education Conference in November, Sen. Walz and the Columbus 
administrators presented the proposal in its most current form. The 
NDE has conducted a draft study of the plan and how it would im-
pact all the public school districts in Nebraska and reduce property 
taxes. We will continue to monitor the development of the plan, 
and since the bill has not yet been drafted, the education commu-
nity has not taken a position on the proposed bill.

School Improvement Efforts and Strategic Planning Underway 
for FCPS  The FCPS School Improvement steering committee 
met on November 15 to review and summarize feedback collected 
from stakeholders, the data retreat, and subcommittee reports. The 
primary recommendations focus on the English/Language Arts 
core academic area and social/emotional support systems. The 
district’s school improvement plan, in year-1, will continue to for-
malize during the current school year. The data-driven recommen-
dations for the FCPS SIP plan are as follows:

1. All students will improve in reading
2. All students have access to consistent social, emotional and 

behavioral support.
3.  All students will have an opportunity to participate in a men-

tal health or social emotional program that will enhance positive 
relationships.

Nebraska State Assessment Data from Spring 2021 Released - 
The Nebraska Department of Education administered statewide 
assessments in the spring of 2021 as one of a number of strategies 
to better understand how students who tested in FCPS are per-
forming academically as part of our COVID-19 academic accel-
eration efforts.  Information gleaned from the test scores will help 
us create a stronger education system by identifying areas where 
we most need to accelerate learning opportunities for all students.  
The results show the percent of students proficient decreased in 
this year’s tests. This could be due to a number of reasons, and 
does not present a whole picture of academic performance during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Individual student assessment data is 
shared with parents and faculty.

District 56 BOE and the FCEA Reach Collective Bargaining 
Settlement - The total package increase for District 56 teaching 
faculty will be approximately 3.41%, and is projected to increase 
total costs by $235,000. These figures take into account all move-
ment on the teacher salary schedule and the insurance premium 
increase, but do not account for resignations, retirements, staffing 
changes and new hires as to be determined. The settlement will 
increase the teacher salary schedule base to $38,000, which is an 
increase of $700 on the salary schedule base. 

The District 56 Board of Education acted on several items before 
concluding the regular meeting.

1. Approved the Final Reading on Policy Reviews and Revisions: 
1) 4220 Sex Discrimination and Sexual Harassment of Students; 
2) 4222 Complaint Procedure; 3) 5510 ESSA; 4) 6321 Suicide 
Prevention Training. 

2. Approved the Engineering agreement with RDG Planning & 
Design for the proposed high school athletic stadium turf replace-
ment project.

3. Approved the master Teacher Contract for 2022-2023.
The next regular monthly Board of Education meeting is sched-

uled for January 10, 2022 at 7:00 P.M. in the Central Office in 
Falls City Middle School. Regular and special meeting agendas 
are kept in the Office of the Superintendent, Tim Heckenlively.

  Mr. and Mrs. Santa Claus came to Stella Saturday morning De-
cember 18 and was greeted by around 40 children, parents and 
grandparents. Treats were provided by the Stella Research Club and 
the Village of Stella. The Stella Volunteer Department escorted the 
couple to the event. 

  Santa, Jim Donahoe; Mrs. Claus, Jackie Uhri; Miranda Wenger and 
Mallory (grandchild of Jamie and Tana Chandler and great-grand-
child of Vicki and Bob Beilke).

Santa and Mrs. Claus visit Stella

 According to Police/accident reports on De-
cember 16, 2021, Donald Rash of Falls City was 
northbound in the left lane and merged into the 
right lane and collided with Linda Santo of Falls 
City 
  Santo was north bound in the right lane. Rash 

stated he merged from the left late into the right 
lane and struck Santo. Both vehicles were north-
bound on Harlan Street. 
  An estimated $1,000 in damage was done to the 
Rash vehicle; an estimated $1,000 in damage was 
done to the vehicle Santo was driving. 

Community Medical Center  in 
Falls City reported a total of 100 
confirmed cases of COVID be-
tween December 6, 2021 through 
December 20, 2021. 

CMC reported a total of 337 
(76.4 percent) negative, 100 (22  
percent) positive. 

COVID tests done from March 
2020 through December 20, 2021 
sit at 5,344 negative and 1,077 
positive with 42 pending.

If you have any questions about 
COVID-19 or the vaccinations 
for COVID, please contact your 
primary care provider. They are 
the best source of information. 
They know you and your health 
history. 
  If you don’t have a local pro-

vider, please call one of the  local 
clinics for more information or to 
schedule an appointment.  
Family Medicine Clinic - 402-

245-4475; Family Medicine Clin-
ic Humboldt 402-862-3280; Fam-
ily Practice Clinic 402-245-3232.

Local COVID 
case numbers 
staying high 
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Intense heat, pouring rain, 
and even an ominous tornado 
warning couldn’t prevent these 
dedicated volunteers from par-
ticipating in Falls City Summer 
Lunch program. This past sum-
mer volunteers donated over 
346 hours, with three top com-
mitted volunteers, Lexi Miller, 
Elyse Poppe, and Piper Sutton. 
Their duties included packing 

cold milk, handing out lunches, 
and cleaning up. Partnering 
up with the Falls City Kitchen 
Staff, 260-300 lunches were 
served daily from Monday 
through Friday.  

CALL US AT: 785-547- 6623 

HOT DEALS
Cedar Hollow Farm and Building

BUY NOW AND SAVE

 IF WE DON’T HAVE IT, WE WILL BUILD IT
We offer the best quality at the lowest prices and delivery is

free Garden Sheds , She sheds garages and more.
• 303 East 14TH ST Just across from Hullman’s Ford Falls City, NE  
• 1000 Oregon Hiawatha, KS • American Star Truck stop HWY 75 

Sabetha, KS • Market Green House 5th & Main Seneca, KS
www.cedarhollowfarmandbuilding.com 

• Highest Quality 
- Lowest prices.

• If we don’t have 
it we will build it.

• Wide selection of 
buildings ready to 

deliver today.

   SUMMER LUNCH VOLUNTEERS, Back row, L-R: Gaby Niedfelt, Alexis Miller, Piper Sutton, Ashleigh Kirkendall, Makinley 
Scholl, Alexis Brewer, Kacy Brewer, Jaxyn Strauss, Cameron Schramm. Front: Gannon Ogden, Reece McNeely, Emmy Lu Feek, Emma 
Killingsworth, Madi Scholl, Alex McKim, Zana Ebel Not Pictured- Zoe Ebel, Charlie McNeely, Addison Keller, Madi Jones, Ray Feek.

Summer volunteers clock nearly 350 hours

  SUMMER LUNCH VOLUNTEERS, L-R: Carson Simon, Ali-
jah Hernandez, Bryson Butrick, Elyse Poppe, Hannah Collier

The Falls City Public Schools 
will once again offer Driver Ed-
ucation for the Winter of 2022 
to any eligible student wish-
ing to participate in this course. 
The course will consist of two 
parts: an online driver educa-
tion course which will be com-
pleted individually by registered 
students using their own tablets, 
Chromebooks or computers; and 
a Behind the Wheel drive lab. 
Students will register for each 
component through Falls City 
Public Schools. The fee for the 
online class is $40 and the fee for 
the “wheel” portion of the class is 
$150. The total fee for the 2022 
FCHS Driver Education course 
will be $190. In addition to reg-
istration through the school, the 
payments are payable to Falls 
City Public Schools.

Students will need to complete 
both classes in order to meet the 
requirements established by the 
Nebraska Department of Motor 
Vehicles. Students who wish to 
participate in the “wheel” portion 
of the class must successfully 
complete the online class in order 
to be eligible for the drive lab.
Online classroom phase: Stu-
dents will register through Falls 
City Public Schools for the AAA 
How to Drive Online Driver 

Changes in 
Drivers 

Education 
classes in Jan. Training Course. (Students will 

NOT register through AAA inde-
pendently.)

Students must register and pay 
the $40 online course fee to Falls 
City Public Schools on or before 
Friday, January 7th, 2022. Late 
registration will not be accepted 
due to time constraints.

Students will be issued online 
codes the Second week of Janu-
ary, so they may begin working to 
complete the online class.

Students will work indepen-
dently to complete the 30 hours 
of interactive training. Stu-
dents will use their own tablets, 
Chromebooks, or computers. The 
course does not work through a 
cell phone.

The online course MUST be 
completed by February 11th, so 
the “wheel” times can be sched-
uled. Students will need to man-
age their own interactive study 
schedule in order to finish the 30 
hour course. Students must sub-
mit the certificate issued by AAA 
indicating that they have com-
pleted the course successfully 
before they will be scheduled for 
the drive lab. Students who have 
not completed the course by Feb-
ruary 11th will not be allowed to 
participate in the “wheel” portion 
of the class.
Behind the Wheel phase: Stu-
dents will register through Falls 
City Public schools for the Be-
hind the Wheel phase of the class. 

The fee of $150 will be paid to 
Falls City Public Schools.

Students must submit verifica-
tion of successful completion of 
the AAA online class. Students 
who have not met the deadline 
will not be scheduled for the 
“wheel” phase.

Students must have been issued 
the appropriate Nebraska learn-
er’s permit BEFORE the first day 
of the drive lab experience. 

Any student who does not have 
that permit will not be scheduled 
for the “wheel” phase. 

As soon as students have suc-
cessfully completed the online 
class, have turned in the certifi-
cate of completion for the class, 
and have obtained their driving 
permits, they should notify Mr. 
Don Hogue or the High School 
Office, so drive lab times can be 
arranged. 

Students will be scheduled to 
drive on a six day schedule of 
two hours daily Monday-Friday 
with a one hour driving test on 
Saturday. The schedule for each 
driver will be based upon first 
come first serve.

It is important that each stu-
dent complete the entire course 
in a timely manner as the driving 
phase is limited in duration.

If you are interested in register-
ing for the 2022 FCHS Driver 
Education class or have any ques-
tions contact Mr. Don Hogue by 
email at  dhogue@fallscityps.org

Johnson Co. (Mo.) 
teacher’s message 

to parents: You 
can be angry, but 
we also can leave

(Continued from Page 1)
“I felt like I needed to say some-

thing because I want to stay,” she 
told The Star. “But I don’t want my 
last five years of teaching for me to 
continue to be really negative. One 
of my former students started her 
first year teaching. And she said she 
saw the video and thanked me for 
speaking up for teachers. And I was 
thinking to myself, this is who we 
have to fight for. We have to speak 
up so these great, young teachers will 
stick with it.” She emphasized, in an 
interview, that she wants to see more 
parent engagement in schools. But it 
should be done with respect. “I feel 
very strongly about parents advocat-
ing for our children. I believe in that. 
I just think we need to think about 
how we go about doing it,” she said. 
“This is not school that I recognize. 
I don’t want this to be the normal.” 

A recent Missouri State Teachers 
Association survey showed that 51% 
of teachers in the state consider leav-
ing the profession often or very of-
ten. And 62% said this year is more 
stressful than last year. 

In Kansas, teacher vacancies almost 
doubled this school year, according 
to a recent report, from 771 in the fall 
of 2020 to 1,253 this fall. Throughout 
the pandemic, several Kansas City 
area school districts have reported a 
rise in resignations and retirements. 

Debates over COVID-19 protocols 
pitted some parents against teach-
ers, as several educators have voiced 
concerns about safety in their class-
rooms and unfair workloads. This 
year, educators have been met with 
new challenges. 

Many schools have reported a rise 
in student threats of violence and be-
havioral issues. Teachers have been 
on the front lines enforcing mask 
mandates that many parents continue 
to protest. And they have been giv-
ing up their planning periods and 
personal time to fill in for their peers 
as schools continue to struggle with 
staffing and substitute shortages. 
Principals and district administra-
tors have been driving school buses 
and serving food in cafeteria lines 
due to an overall shortage of school 
employees. And teachers have been 
caught in the middle of ongoing 
battles as a vocal minority of parents 
protest critical race theory, diversity 
initiatives and LGBTQ library books 
they deem inappropriate for students. 
Those were all hot topics ahead of 
the November school board elections 
in Johnson County, where three new-
comers won seats on the Blue Val-
ley board, including two who cam-
paigned against mask mandates. 

“Administrators spend hours a day 
dealing with angry parents instead 
of connecting with the kids in their 
schools,” O’Bryan told the school 
board. “Teachers fear the chances of 
getting that email, where angry par-
ents target them without getting the 
full story. We also know that you’ll 
post about us on social media, some-
times even including the names of 
staff members.” 

“The negativity surrounding 
schools is toxic.” O’Bryan made her 
comments at the meeting to a crowd 
of parents, many of whom were there 
protesting the district’s mask man-
date for younger students. 

Many have argued that masks 
should be a family’s personal choice, 
not a requirement. The meeting 
turned tense when a Blue Valley 
student stood up to talk, asking that 
the school board reinstate its mask 
mandate in high schools. The stu-
dent said that mask decisions were 
shrouded by a “very vocal minority 
of anti-science bigots.” A man in the 
crowd immediately interrupted the 
student, yelling over him to say that 
he couldn’t use the platform for “per-
sonal attacks.” It took about a minute 
of parents arguing before the board 
could convince them to let the stu-
dent give his comments. 

During O’Bryan’s plea to the board, 
she said, “As a community and as a 
country, we must change how we go 
about disagreeing with things hap-
pening in our schools.” 

“You may not realize that this cur-
rent climate is a major reason teach-
ers want to leave, but it is,” she said. 

At the meeting, school board mem-
ber Stacy Obringer-Varhall also gave 
a passionate speech as she steps down 
from the board after nine years. She 
pleaded with parents to sit down and 
talk with their children about the add-
ed stressors they are facing. “I would 
also urge you all not to believe all 
of the misinformation that is so eas-
ily available these days,” she said. 
“Masks are not a political decision, 
they are one of public safety. We are 
not teaching critical race theory in 
our schools. We are, however, work-
ing hard to make sure that our stu-
dents feel safe, welcome, understood 

and valued. 
For some, this focus on diversity, 

equity and inclusion may be uncom-
fortable. But it is necessary.” She 
said that outside political influences 
during the November election were 
unusual and concerning, and that the 
community needs to pay attention. “I 
do not recall a political party in the 
past getting involved to the level that 
we just saw. It is not a good look for 
Blue Valley,” she said. 

In Blue Valley and other Johnson 
County districts this fall, some can-
didates received the endorsement of 
the 1776 Project PAC, a national po-
litical action committee that claims 
to be “committed to abolishing criti-
cal race theory,” even though the 
advanced academic concept is not 
taught in Kansas K-12 schools. 

The Blue Valley races also brought 
a large amount of campaign spend-
ing often unheard of for local school 
board races, which typically are 
sleepy affairs. 

Jim McMullen, a conservative can-
didate who narrowly won a seat on 
the board, spent more than $50,000. 
His opponent Lindsay Weiss spent 
nearly $12,000, which also was high 
compared to campaign spending in 
previous school board elections. 

At this week’s board meeting, in-
coming member Kaety Bowers, who 
ran alongside McMullen as a conser-
vative opposing mask mandates and 
critical race theory, made her own 
call for unity in the community. 

“We can’t afford to have two sides 
any longer,” Bowers said. “Our com-
munity prides itself on being inclu-
sive, but what everyone seems to be 
experiencing is anything but. We are 
losing teachers to burnout. We’re los-
ing students to other schools. We’re 
losing students to suicide. We’re los-
ing staff faster than we can replace 
them at times.” She also spoke at the 
Kansas state board of education’s 
meeting this week, asking the board 
to consider a more lenient policy for 
temporarily hiring substitute teach-
ers due to staffing concerns. Mischel 
Miller, director of teacher licensure 
and accreditation at the Kansas De-
partment of Education, said the agen-
cy is working on adjusting standards 
for substitute teachers to help relieve 
schools. 

The current minimum requirement 
is 60 semester hours of college credit 
for an emergency substitute license. 
Miller said some Kansas districts 
already have hired substitutes who 
don’t meet that requirement. 

“Desperate times call for desper-
ate measures,” Miller told the state 
board. O’Bryan warned that in the 
next four months, teachers will be 
making decisions about whether 
to return to classrooms next year. 
“Now’s the time for change. Some-
thing has to change,” she said. “Your 
child’s education depends on great 
teachers. And the clock is ticking.”

This story originally appeared in 
The Kansas City Star.
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TICHY LAND TICHY LAND 
 SURVEY COMPANY SURVEY COMPANY

402-657-6832402-657-6832
“For all you’re surveying needs”“For all you’re surveying needs”

Falls City 
Sanitation Service, Inc.

 Always Prompt and
Dependable Service

Ph. 245-4545
or 245-4929

MARK AND BILL HARKENDORFF

Dr. Eric McPeak
Your Hometown Optometrist

Comprehensive Eye Care
Your vision is 

important to us.
Please call for your complete eye exam.

1823 Chase Street
Falls City, NE

(402) 245-2017 - Falls City
(785) 742-3021 - Hiawatha

RAM 
EXTERMINATORS

For All Your Pest Control Needs

Termites,and Inspections

Insects, Rodents, Bed Bugs

Jared Crider
Owner-Operator

402-245-2966
or Toll Free 888-395-3377

BLETSCHER
TRUCKING
Dump Truck Work

Rock • Sand • Gravel • Lime
40 Years Experience
402-245-5540

Cell 402-245-7294

HOMETOWN
FLORAL & GIFTS

1605 Stone St.
Falls City

(402) 245-2200

Bob Bachman’s
Home Improvements

For Your Total Building Needs
Siding • Roofing • Decks

Remodels • Wood Flooring
Installation of Ceramic, Granite, and 

Marble Floors and Countertops
66064 703 Trail, Rulo, NE

402-245-4693

We Install Original 
Factory Replacement 

Glass Only
All Glass in Stock For 
Immediate Installation

1619
Chase

St.402-245-4444 or 1-800-232-6556

(Editor’s Note - dismissal 
without prejudice means the 
government did not waive its 
right to litigate the matter in a 
subsequent action). 

(Editor’s Note - dismissal 
with prejudice bars the govern-
ment from prosecuting the ac-
cused later on the same charge).

Legend drug means drugs that 
are approved by the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
and that are required by federal 
or state law to be dispensed to 
the public only on prescription 
of a licensed physician or other 
licensed provider.

J. Travis Kobza, D.D.s.
(Formerly known 

as Parkside dental)

1901 Chase sT., Falls CiTy Ne 
402-245-2243

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS PARKSIDE DENTAL)

BUSINESS 
SERVICES

COUNTY COURT
Brittany N. Butrick, count one, 

commit child abuse negligently/
no injury, plead not guilty; count 
two, possess marijuana one 
ounce or less-first offense, plead 
not guilty; count three, possess 
or use drug paraphernalia, plead 
not guilty. Pretrial is scheduled 
for January 3, 2022. 
Summer N. Bechtelheimer, 

count one, possess marijuana 
one ounce or less -first offense, 
plead no contest, found guilty 
and fined $300; count two, pos-
sess or use drug paraphernalia, 
plead no contest, found guilty 
and fined $50 and court costs. 
Sara A. Marano, count one, 

drive under susp/before reinstat-
ed-state, plead no contest, found 
guilty and fined $100 and court 
costs; count two, count dropped/
dismissed. 
Amy J. Settrini, count one, 

theft-shoplifting $0-$500/sec-
ond, plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 3, 2022.
Thomas B Chapple, count 

one, disturbing the peace, plead 
guilty, found guilty and fined 
$100 and court costs. 

DISTRICT COURT
Stacy M. O’Banion, count one, 

del/d/d/m/p contr susb to minor-
second off, plead not guilty; 
count two, del/d/d/m/p contr 
subs near school-second, plead 
not guilty; count three, commit 
child abuse negligently/no inju-
ry, plead not guilty; count four, 
commit child abuse negligent-
ly/no injury, plead not guilty; 
count five, commit child abuse 
negligently/no injury, plead not 
guilty; count sic, commit child 
abuse negligently/no injury, 
plead not guilty; count seven, 
possess controlled substance, 
plead not guilty; count eight, 
possess controlled substance, 
plead not guilty; count nine, 
commit child abuse negligent-
ly/no injury, plead not guilty; 
count ten, commit child abuse 
negligently/no injur, plead not 
guilty; count eleven, contribute 
to delinquency of a minor, plead 
not guilty; count twelve, con-
tribute to delinquency of child, 
plead not guilty; count thirteen, 
possess or obtain legend drugs, 
plead not guilty; count fourteen, 
possess or obtain legend drugs, 
plead not guilty; count fifteen, 
possess or obtain legend drugs, 
plead not guilty; count sixteen, 
possess or obtain legend drugs, 
plead not guilty; count seven-
teen, possess marijuana one 
ounce or less-first offense, plead 
not guilty; count eighteen, pos-
sess or use drug parapherna-
lia, plead not guilty. Hearing is 
scheduled for January 11, 2022. 
James P. Kelly, count one, del/

d/d/m/p contr subs near school-
first, plead not guilty; count two, 
possess or use drug parapherna-
lia, plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 18, 2022. 
Stephanie A. Corliss, count 

one, theft-unlawful taking 
$5,000+, plead not guilty; count 
two, criminal mischief $0-$500, 
plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 11, 2022. 
Stephanie A. Corliss, count 

one, forgery-first degree, plead 
not guilty; count two, forgery-
first degree, plead not guilty; 
count three, forgery-first degree, 
plead not guilty; count four, 
forgery-first degree, plead not 
guilty; count five, criminal poss-
forged inst., plead not guilty; 
count six, criminal poss-forged 
inst., plead not guilty; count sev-
en, criminal poss-forged inst., 
plead not guilty; count eight, 
criminal poss-forged inst., plead 
not guilty; count nine, fail to pay 
sales tax, plead not guilty; count 
ten, certificate of title violations, 
plead not guilty; count eleven, 
certificate of title violations, 
plead not guilty; count twelve, 
certificate of title violations, 
plead not guilty; count thirteen, 
certificate of title violations, 
plead not guilty; count fourteen, 
theft-unlawful taking $501-
$1,499, plead not guilty; count 
fifteen, false reporting-misde-
meanor, plead not guilty; count 
sixteen, theft-unlawful tak-
ing-$0-$500, plead not guilty; 
count seventeen, no title/deface 
title/sell without title, plead not 
guilty; count eighteen, no title/
deface title/sell without title, 
plead not guilty; count nineteen, 
no title/deface title/sell without 
title, plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 11, 2022. 
Stephanie A. Corliss, count 

one, theft-unlawful taking 
$5,000+, plead not guilty; count 
two, identity theft-$5,000 or 
more, plead not guilty; count 
three, forgery-first degree, plead 
not guilty; count four, crimi-

nal poss-forged inst, plead not 
guilty; count five, criminal 
poss-forgery devices, plead not 
guilty; count six, criminal poss-
fin trans device, plead not guilty. 
Pretrial is scheduled for January, 
11, 2022. 
Kristy M. Keller, count one, del/

d/d/m/p contr subs near school-
first, plead not guilty; count two, 
possess deadly weapon while 
commit felony, plead not guilty; 
count three, possess deadly 
weapon while commit felony, 
plead not guilty; count four, pos-
sess controlled substance, plead 
not guilty; count five, obstruct a 
peace officer, plead not guilty; 
count six, possess or use drug 
paraphernalia, plead not guilty. 
Pretrial is scheduled for January 
11, 2022.
Ernest M. Guest, count one, 

possess deadly weapon-prohib-
ited person, plead not guilty; 
count two, possess controlled 
substance, plead not guilty; 
count three, nonresident violate 
susp/rev order, plead not guilty; 
count four, possess marijuana 
one ounce or less-first offense, 
plead not guilty; count five, pos-
sess or use drug paraphernalia, 
plead not guilty; count six, drive 
on shoulder of highway, plead 
not guilty. Pretrial is scheduled 
for January 11, 2022. 
James P. Kelly, count one, 

conspiracy to commit a class 
one felony, plead not guilty; 
count two, conspiracy to com-
mit a class one felony, plead not 
guilty; count three, del/dsp/dst/
man/pos except haz drug, plead 
not guilty; count four, possess 
money while violate 28-416(1), 
plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 18, 2022. 
James P. Kelly, count one, 

theft-unlawful taking $5,000+ 
plead not guilty; count certifi-
cate of title violations, plead not 
guilty. Pretrial is scheduled for 
January 18, 2022. 
James P. Kelly, count one, 

theft-rcv stone prop $1,500-
4,999, plead not guilty; count 
two, criminal mischief $0-$500, 
plead not guilty. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 18, 2022. 
Sarah B. Fritts, count one, pos-

sess controlled substance, plead 
not guilty; count two, possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, plead 
not guilty. Pretrial is scheduled 
for January 11, 2022.
Luis A. Loza, count one, pos-

sess controlled substance, 
amended to attempt of a class 

four felony, plead guilty, found 
guilty and fined $1,000, jail for 
a term of two days, credit served 
for two days; count two, count 
dropped/dismissed. Pretrial is 
scheduled for January 11, 2022.  
Willie M. Lee, count one, 

possess (meth)amphetamine 
28-139 grams, amended to at-
tempt of a class four felony, 
plea changed to guilty, found 
guilty and sentenced to jail for 
a term of 200 days starting No-
vember 30, 2021, credit for 117 
days served; count two, count 
dropped/dismissed; count three, 
nonresident violate susp/rev 
order, plea changed to guilty, 
found guilty and sentenced to 
jail for a term of 90 days starting 
November 30, 2021; count four, 
count dropped/dismissed; count 
five, count dropped/dismissed; 
count six, unlawful/fict display 
of plate/renew tab, plea changed 
to guilty, found guilty and sen-
tenced to jail for a term of 90 
days starting on November 30, 
2021; count seven, amended to 
count dropped/dismissed; count 
eight, count dropped/dismissed. 
Jaiden L. Waggoner, count one, 

unlawful entry without park 
permit, plead not guilty. Trial is 
scheduled for January 19, 2022. 

CITATIONS
Angie Bowers, of Peru, count 

one, speeding 16-20, plead 
guilty, found guilty and fined 
$125 and court costs of $49. 
Martyna Holthus, of Humboldt, 

count one, speeding 16-20, plead 
guilty, found guilty and fined 
$125 and court costs of $49.
Arlene Hernandez Garcia, of 

Omaha, count one, speeding 16-
20, plead guilty, found guilty 
and fined $125 and court costs 
of $49.
Eduardo Lopez, of Tulsa, OK 

speeding 11-15, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined $75 and 
court costs of $49.
Dennis Kirkendall, of Dawson, 

speeding 16-20, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined $125 and 
court costs of $49.
Craig Deaver, of Sabetha, 

speeding 21-35, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined $125 and 
court costs of $49.
Sara Howard, of Falls City, 

drive left of center, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined $25; 
count two, no valid registration-
car/pickup/stepvan, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined $25 and 
court costs of $49.



RICHARDSON COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS
DECEMBER 14, 2021

CALL TO ORDER
  The regular meeting of the Richard-
son County Board of Commissioners 
was called to order by Chairman Sick-
el at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, December 
14, 2021.  Roll call was answered by 
Karas, Caverzagie and Sickel.   The 
Invocation was given by Chairman 
Sickel and the Pledge of Allegiance led 
by Vice-Chairman Caverzagie.  Chair-
man Sickel announced that the open 
meeting laws have been posted at the 
entrance to the meeting room.  
  Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
approve the minutes of the December 
7, 2021, meeting as presented.  Mo-
tion seconded by Sickel.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.   Motion carried.  
  Motion was made by Sickel to ap-
prove the agenda as posted.  Motion 
seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.  The agen-
da is posted at the Richardson County 
Courthouse in the First Floor Lobby, 
the Lower Level Lobby and on the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room door 
on the 2nd Floor and on the Richardson 
County website www.co.richardson.
ne.us.

OPIOID SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT

  Doug Merz, County Attorney and 
Samantha Scheitel, Deputy County At-
torney along with County Treasurer, 
Amanda Bartek-Ramsey reviewed 
with the Board the different options 
available with the settlement agree-
ment regarding the Opioid settlements.
Motion was made by Sickel to ap-
prove the option #1 on the settlement 
agreement for the County to receive 
its direct share and potentially receive 
additional funds from NE Opioid Re-
covery Fund.  Motion seconded by 
Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-
aye, Caverzagie-aye, Sickel-aye.   Mo-
tion carried.  

DOUG MERZ, COUNTY 
ATTORNEY

  Doug Merz, County Attorney and 
Samantha Scheitel, Deputy County 
Attorney reviewed with the Board the 
NACO Salary Recommendations for 
County Officials for the 2023-2026 
term of office.   Mr. Merz reported to 
the Board the number of court cas-
es filed this year:  over 200 District 
Court cases; over 600 criminal cases 
in County Court; 750 traffic cases filed 
in County Court and 400 child support 
cases.  
  Mr. Merz also reminded the Board 
that the contract with the Public De-
fender caps the number of felony cases 
that must be handled by the Public De-
fender at 40.   After 40 then the court 
appointed attorneys will be assigned 
to those felony cases which will be an 
added cost to the County.  

ROAD DEPARTMENT
  Highway Superintendent, Steve 
Darveau, Jr. met with the Board to up-
date them on the routine maintenance 
being done this week on County roads 
and bridges.  He reported that the new 
motor grader had been delivered and 
the tire repair equipment had been re-
ceived.   He also has been informed 
that it might be in the best interest of 
the County if plans were made to bid 
out for equipment that may be planned 
for within the next fiscal year with an-
ticipated increased pricing and expect-
ed delays with delivery.    
  Motion was made by Sickel to ap-
prove an overload/overweight permit 
for Barnhart Crane to travel on 641 Av-
enue into the wind farm during the pe-
riod of December 14 through 18.  Mo-
tion seconded by Caverzagie.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-
aye, Sickel-aye.  Motion carried. 
  Mr. Darveau requested the Board 
to consider extending the paid leave 
outside of the employees’ regular al-
lowance for paid time off for those 
employees who are diagnosed with 
COVID-19.  Motion was made by 
Karas to allow the additional paid time 
off for employees testing positive with 
COVID for up to 5 work days retro-
active to July 1, 2021 and extending 
through April 30, 2022.  Motion sec-
onded by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.
LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER

  Deputy Stonebarger and Chief Dep-
uty Roland Merwin updated the Board 
this week on the business of the Law 
Enforcement Center.   
  They presented to the Board a propos-
al from “FirstNET built with AT&T” 
for the purchase of 11 cell phone units 
plus 11 Airgain Connect Antenna-Mo-
dems totaling $15,010.90 with a credit 
to the County after 3 billing cycles of 
$9,700.00.  This system has been dem-
onstrated for a period of time with the 
Sheriff’s Department and it was deter-
mined that cellular phone service could 
be obtained in many more areas of the 
County than with the current provider.    
Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
authorize the purchase of the cellu-
lar phone package as presented from 
“FirstNet built with AT&T”.  Motion 
seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.
  A report was approved for Sheriff 
Hardesty for fees collected during the 
month of November, 2021 totaling 
$9,527.35.

 SOUTHEAST
COMMUNICATIONS 911 

CENTER Beatrice 
  Bruce Lang, Police Chief of the City 
of Beatrice and Carla Zarybnicky, Di-
rector of the SE Communications 911 
Center for the City of Beatrice request-
ed to meet with the Board regarding 
the dispatching services they are pro-
viding Richardson County and to offer 
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an update to the Board of the services 
being provided.  
  Motion was made by Sickel to recess 
the regular meeting agenda and go into 
an Executive Session at 10:32 a.m. 
with Bruce Lang and Carla Zarybnicky 
from Southeast Communications 911 
Center; Chief Deputy Sheriff, Roland 
Merwin; Deputy Clinton Stonebarger 
and Deputy County Attorney, Saman-
tha Scheitel for the protection of the 
public interest.    Motion seconded by 
Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-
aye, Caverzagie-aye, Sickel-aye.  Mo-
tion carried.
  Motion was made by Sickel to close 
the executive session at 10:49 a.m. 
and return to the regular meeting 
agenda.  Motion seconded by Caverza-
gie.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Carverzagie-aye, Sickel-aye.   Motion 
carried. 

AUSTIN DUERFELDT, ARPA 
ADMINISTRATOR

  Austin Duerfeldt, ARPA Administra-
tor met with the Board to review the 
results of the survey that was done 
with county residents regarding the 
use of ARPA funds within Richardson 
County.   Questions regarding the use 
of ARPA funds to pay for additional 
sick pay for county employees if diag-
nosed with COVID were reviewed and 
Mr. Duerfeldt advised against the use 
of ARPA funds for this purpose.  Mr. 
Duerfeldt indicated that he would re-
quest to meet with the Board again in 
January and for them to have a priority 
of 2 to 3 large projects to designate the 
funds to be used for and at that time 
could designate a certain amount of 
funds for each of the projects.  Results 
of the survey are available for public 
inspection at the Office of the Richard-
son County Clerk. 

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER
ARPA Funds

  The Board discussed the regulations 
for the expenditure of ARPA funds and 
the possible use to provide a one-time 
extra payment to Richardson County’s 
essential employees which are being 
defined within the ARPA regulations as 
any work performed by an employee 
of the state, local or tribal government.   
No action was taken.

CLAIMS
  Motion was made by Sickel to allow 
the payment of all claims that were 
submitted today.  Motion seconded by 
Karas.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-
aye, Caverzagie-aye, Sickel-aye. Mo-
tion carried.  
  (The claims listed below are available 
for public inspection at the office of the 
County Clerk during regular business 
hours.)

GENERAL FUND
 Armbruster Motor Co., supp ..... 59.75
 Bartek-Ramsey, Amanda, reimb 62.00
 Biernacki, Jenna, fee ................. 49.68
 Bruna Implement, supp ........... 271.70
 Buethe, Cassie, reimb ............... 26.40
 Creamer, Shawn, fee ................. 20.00
 Culligan, serv ............................ 77.36
 CVSOAN, dues ....................... 120.00
 DAS State Accounting, serv ... 289.00
 Delta Gloves, supp .................. 746.15
 Eickhoff, Mary, reimb ............. 483.58
 F&M Bank, rent ........................ 76.00
 Falls City Auto Supply, supp .... 48.89
 Falls City Mercantile, supp ..... 128.63
 Falls City Sanitation, serv ......... 20.00
 Family Medicine, supp .............. 25.30
 Farm & City Supply, supp ...... 662.94
 Government Forms & Supplies, 
  supp ..................................... 1054.04
 Harmon’s OK Tire, supp ........... 24.00
 Kawre’s, supp .............................. 7.50
 Kuker, Frances, serv ................ 900.00
 Lynn Peavey Co., supp............ 273.50
 Merz Ink, supp ........................ 178.85
 Meyer Laboratory, supp .......... 105.50
 NACVSO, dues ....................... 100.00
 NE Health & Human Services, 
  serv .......................................... 90.00
 O’Reilly Automotive, supp ....... 16.04
 Paper Tiger Shredding, serv ...... 90.00
 Petersen Reporting, serv ......... 534.80
 Physicians Laboratory, serv .. 2682.00
 Ram Exterminators, serv ........... 45.00
 Richardson County EMA Petty 
  Cash, reimb ........................... 608.85
 Richardson County Vendor, 
  FICA/retire/etc .................. 19931.97
 Riggs, Kim, reimb ................... 328.76
 Schawang, Brandon, serv ...... 1750.00
 Schmidt, Brandon, fee ............... 20.00
 SNC, serv .............................. 2079.37
 Stripes & Signs, supp ................ 88.00
 SumnerOne, serv ..................... 122.84
 True Value, supp........................ 92.39
 Washington Co Sheriff, serv . 1260.00
 Wolfe’s, supp ............................. 29.82
 Payroll Expense  ................. 89045.10
 TOTAL GEN FUND ...... $124,625.71

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
 Capital One Trade Credit, supp 111.78
 Falls City Sanitation, serv ......... 20.00
 Interstate Billing Services, 
  supp ..................................... 3290.00
 Jim Hawk Truck Trailers, supp 200.06
 Martin Marietta Materials,
   rock .................................... 8752.13
 NE State Fire Marshal, fee ...... 240.00
 Operation & Expense Account,   
   reimb ...................................... 42.49
 Rulo, Village of, serv ................ 25.00
 Sapp Bros., fuel ..................... 1559.67
 SNC, serv ................................ 161.22
 Unifirst, serv .............................. 27.54
 Verdon, Village of, serv............. 25.00
 Wiltse Electric, serv ................ 207.25
 Payroll Expense  ................. 34347.38
 TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE
   FUND ............................ $49,009.52

ARPA FUNDS
 Richardson County Vendor, 
  FICA/retire/etc ........................ 15.77
 Payroll
 TOTAL ARPA FUNDS ......... $125.21
SHERIFF COMMISSARY FUND

 SNC, serv ................................ 133.00
 TOTAL SHERIFF COMMISSARY  
   FUND ................................. $133.00
JAIL BOND REPAYMENT FUND

 BOK Financial, int .............. 12828.75
 TOTAL JAIL BOND REPAYMENT 
   FUND ............................ $12,828.75

ADJOURNMENT
  Motion was made by Caverzagie 
to adjourn the meeting at 12:36 p.m.   

Motion seconded by Karas.    ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-
aye, Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.  The 
Board will meet again on Tuesday, 
December 21, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in 
the Commissioner’s Meeting Room, 
Courthouse, Falls City.  The agenda is 
kept current at the County Clerk’s Of-
fice.  

David D. Sickel, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ
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Village of Verdon

VERDON MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING - 

DECEMBER 8, 2021 - 7:10 P.M. - 
VILLAGE HALL

The meeting was called to order by 
Chairperson Denise Koso at 7:10 p.m.
Chairperson Koso called attention to 

the Open Meetings Act posted on the 
wall.
ROLL CALL: Present: Gary Cochran, 

Vicky Cochran, Denise Koso, and Lois 
Miller.   Absent: Brenda Streit.  Clerk, 
Dawn Bennett was also present.
GUESTS:  None
MINUTES:  Motion by G. Cochran, 

second by Koso to approve, all the 
Trustees present voting YEA.
AGENDA:  Motion by G. Cochran, 

second by Koso to approve, all 
Trustees present voting YEA.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  Motion 

by Koso, second by V. Cochran to 
approve, with all the Trustees present 
voting YEA.
DECEMBER 2021 CLAIMS:  

Motion by Koso, second by Miller to 
approve paying the claims with all the 
Trustees present voting YEA.
The claims were verified and checked 

over by Chairperson Denise Koso.
COMMUNICATIONS:
1. December 2021 Shut off notices 

reviewed.  All have been paid.
 UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 1)  It 

was noted that there have been some 
complaints concerning the road 
conditions on North Elm St.  We will 
fill in the holes.  2)  There was no 
response on snow removal for the 
town.  A motion was made by Miller 
and second by V. Cochran to hire Cody 
Bahr at $20.00 per hour and he will 
use the town tractor for street snow 
removal after the snow is 4 inches 
deep.  All Trustees present voting 
YEA.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. REIMBURSE FOR TRACTOR 

REPAIRS:  A motion was made by G. 
Cochran and second by V. Cochran to 
reimburse Jim Cockerham $100 for 
tractor repairs that needed to be made 
after helping move the brush in the 
brush pile.  All Trustees present voting 
YEA.
2.  INCENTIVE SERVICE PAY:   A 

motion was made by V. Cochran and 
second by Koso to pay Dawn Bennett 
$150.00 for incentive service pay.  All 
Trustees present voting YEA.
RESOLUTIONS AND 

ORDINANCES:
1.  ORDINANCE 2022-100 - adopting 

the “NEBRASKA BASIC CODE OF 
ORDINANCES” was introduced and 
read by G. Cochran.  Motion by Koso 
and second by Miller to pass the first 
reading.  All Trustees present voted 
YEA.  First reading of Ordinance 
2022-100 passed and approved.
Motion by Koso and second by V. 

Cochran to adjourn the meeting at 
7:38 p.m.  and all the Trustees present 
voting YEA.

 Meeting adjourned.
Dawn Bennett, Verdon Clerk

The next regular Board Meeting will 
be held on January 5, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. 

VERDON MINUTES
REORGANIZATION  MEETING 
- DECEMBER 8, 2021 - 7:00 P.M. - 

VILLAGE HALL
The meeting was called to order 

by Trustee Gary Cochran, due to 
the absence of the Chairperson pro 
tempore Brenda Streit, at 7:00 p.m. 
He called attention to the Open 

Meetings Act posted on the wall.
 ROLL CALL:  Present were:  Gary 

Cochran, Vicky Cochran, Denise 
Koso, and Lois Miller.  Absent:  
Brenda Streit.  Clerk Dawn Bennett 
was also present.
The floor was opened for nominations 

for Chairperson for 2022.  Motion 
was made by G. Cochran, second by 
Miller to nominate Denise Koso for 
Chairperson for 2022.  Motion/second 
made that nominations cease.  Voting 
YEA:  G. Cochran, Miller, V. Cochran.  
ABSTAIN: Koso.  NAY: None.  Denise 
Koso is the Chairperson for 2022.
Chairperson Koso appointed the 

following for 2022:  Clerk/Treasurer:  
Dawn Bennett;  Village Attorney: Neal 
Parsons & Associates;  Street Supt: 
Julie C. Vollmer with the approval of 
the Trustees.  
The following Trustees were 

appointed to head the following 
departments:  General: Denise Koso;  
Streets: Vicky Cochran;  Water: Gary 
Cochran; Sewer: Gary Cochran;  
Cemetery: Lois Miller;  Parks: Brenda 
Streit & Vicky Cochran.    
Motion was made by Koso, second 

by Miller to have Gary Cochran be 
the Chairperson pro tempore for 2022.  
Voting YEA: Koso, Miller, V. Cochran.  
ABSTAIN: G. Cochran.  NAY:  None.  
Motion carried.
Motion to by Koso with second by V. 

Cochran to adjourn the reorganization 
meeting and proceed with the regular 
monthly meeting.  All the Trustees 
voted YEA.  
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m.

Dawn Bennett
Verdon Clerk

ZNEZ

Village of Verdon

RICHARDSON COUNTY BOARD 
OF EQUALIZATION
DECEMBER 14, 2021

CALL TO ORDER
   The Richardson County Board of 
Equalization was called to order by 
Chairman Sickel at 8:45 a.m. on Tues-
day, December 14, 2021.  Roll call was 
answered by Commissioners Karas, 
Caverzagie and Sickel; County Asses-
sor, Kim Riggs and Clerk Eickhoff. 
 Chairman Sickel announced that the 
open meeting laws have been posted 
at the entrance to the meeting room.  
 Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
approve the agenda as posted.  Mo-
tion seconded by Sickel.    ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye, Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.  
The agenda is posted at the Richard-
son County Courthouse in the First 
Floor Lobby, the Lower Level Lobby 
and on the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room door on the 2nd Floor and on 
the Richardson County website www.
co.richardson.ne.us.

TAX LIST CORRECTIONS
  Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
approve 9 tax list corrections as pre-
sented by Assessor Riggs.  Motion 
seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
  Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:53 a.m.   Mo-
tion seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Caverzagie-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried. 

David D. Sickel, Chairman
 Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

Board of Equalization

at the Village Hall.

VILLAGE OF VERDON 
NOVEMBER, 2021 CLAIMS
TO WHOM:         AMOUNT

EFTPS, IRS W.H. FOR OCTOBER 
   2021  ...................................$211.28
PETTY CASH ............................10.00
 VERDON LIBRARY ...........     25.00
 R.C.R.W.D. #2 .....................1,704.52
SENECA SANITATION SERVICE ...  
  ..............................................1,223.50
S.N.C. ..................................................            
WOLFES PRINTING ................32.95
PEOPLE SERVICE...............1,490.00 
 FALLS CITY JOURNAL  ................. 
NE PUBLIC HEALTH ..............15.00 
CHUCK BENNETT ..................80.00 
N.P.P.D.
O.P.P.D. ............................................... 
SUNMART GIFT CARDS ................. 
LORNA FEED - ANNUAL DUMP   
   RENTAL FEE .......................599.00 
DAWN BENNETT, wages 
  11-1-11-15-2021  .............................. 
DAWN BENNETT 
(insurance reimb.) ....................300.00 
 DAWN BENNETT, wages 
    11-16-11-30-2021

ZNEZ

(Continued from Page 1)
ments with F&M Bank and Fron-
tier Bank.  A motion was made to 
approve the replacement of receipts 
from F&M Bank #392201699, 
#392206426, #392212525, 
#392205402, #392183632 
and #392212525 with receipts 
#392218119 and #392209032; 
and to approve receipts from 
Frontier Bank #171028355 and 
#421058302. The motion carried. 
A motion was made to adopt Res-

olution 2021-2022-22 to approve 
the applications from the financial 
institutions to be depositories for 
county funds during the year 2022. 
The motion carried.  (Resolution 
Book 26, Page 51)
Following the 2020 Census and 

receipt of the population data for 
Richardson County, the Board re-
viewed many different proposals 
prepared by gWorks to draw new 
boundary lines for the County 
Commissioner Districts 1, 2 and 3 
in Richardson County.   
A motion was made to adopt Res-

olution 2021-2022-23 to establish 
the boundary lines for Commis-
sioner District 1, 2 and 3 in Rich-
ardson County as defined:  
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT I: 

All of Falls City Ward 3, Ward 4 
and the following in Ward 
2 lying to the South of a line be-
ginning on West 21st Street travel-
ing East to Clifton Avenue thence 
North on Clifton      Avenue to 22nd 
Street, thence East on 22nd Street 
to Fulton Street,  thence South on 
Fulton Street to 21st Street, thence 
East on 21st Street to the city limit. 
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT II:  

All of Falls City Ward 1 and that 
portion of Falls City Ward 2 lying 
to the North of a line beginning 
on West 21st Street traveling East 
to Clifton Avenue thence North 
on Clifton Avenue to 22nd Street, 
thence East on 22nd Street to Ful-
ton Street and the following town-
ships:  Arago/Barada, Falls City 

EMA estimates over 
$2 million in damage done 

during ‘serial derecho’
Rural/Ohio and Jefferson/Rulo.
COMMISSIONER DISTRICT 

III:  All of the following townships:  
Franklin/Humboldt Rural/Speiser, 
Grant/Nemaha, Humboldt Ward I 
and Ward II, Liberty, East Muddy, 
West Muddy/Porter and Salem.
Sickel made a motion to adopt 

Resolution 2021-2022-24 regard-
ing the transfer of funds in the 
amount of $400,000 from the In-
heritance Tax Fund to the General 
Fund as outlined in the FY2021-
2022 budget document. The motion 
carried. 
The following people were ap-

pointed to the Citizen’s Advisory 
Committee for the proposed addi-
tion to the Jail area of the Richard-
son County Law Enforcement Cen-
ter:  Ray Joy, June Bowers, Mark 
Joy, Jake Ankrom, Jerry Duerfeldt, 
Charlie Fiegener and Phil Bletscher 
and to newly appoint Trent Phillips 
and Austin Duerfeldt.  
An agreement was approved with 

Prochaska & Associates for the 
Pre-Design Phase of the proposed 
addition to the Jail area of the Rich-
ardson County Law Enforcement 
Center at the cost of $15,000.  
The Board met again on Tuesday, 

December 28, 2021, at 9:00 a.m. 
in the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room, Courthouse, Falls City.  The 
agenda is kept current at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  

HELP 
WANTED
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Dine LocaL     •     Shop LocaL     •     Support LocaL BuSineSSeS

1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661
READY TO REMODEL?

WE OFFER:
   • AristoKraft Cabinetry with a wide range 
of finishes
   • Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile
   • Granite & Laminate Countertops
   • Professional Installation

STOP IN OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661
Plumbing • Heating • Cooling 

   · Kitchen Cabinets
   · Cambria™ Quarts Countertops
   · Ceramic Tile Installation
   · Custom Showers
   · Lawn Irrigation
   · Sewer Rooting & Video Inspection

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
"WE CARE ABOUT YOU And YOUR SMILE"

2107 Stone St., Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-4122

C. R. James, Jr., D.D.S., P.C.
                      

General
and

Family
Dentistry

–  Locally Owned and Operated
–  CETP Trained Employees
–  Monthy Routes
–  Rental and Portable Tanks
–  New Installs

1-800-511-0928
402-855-2355

64016 705 Rd.  • Dawson, NE  68337

7 A.M. - 8P.M. Mon. - Sat.7 A.M. - 8P.M. Mon. - Sat.

SAC & FOXSAC & FOX
TRAD’N TRAD’N 

POSTPOST

HUNT BROTHERS PIZZA, 
CHEAP FUEL & SMOKES

8 A.M. - 6P.M. Sunday8 A.M. - 6P.M. SundayOPENOPEN

309 North Main St., Reserve KS 66434309 North Main St., Reserve KS 66434
785-742-2037785-742-2037

20% - 50% OFF 
ALL CHRISTMAS 
DECORATIONS

Heritage FallsHeritage Falls
Candles & Gifts

SAPP BROS.

1521 Harlan Street, Falls City, NE

Mon. - Fri. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  • Sat. 10 A.M. - 1 P.M. 
 or Later • Gift Certificates Available 

FREE Local Delivery & Gift Wrap 
1614 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-34431614 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-3443

JONES AIR
CONDITIONING

NEW Lennox ‘Merit’ 
Furnaces and Air Conditioners 

120 W. 16th • (402) 245-3526

Competitively Priced
Navien Tankless Water Heaters, 

Onyx Shower, and Lavatory Products.
Plumbing fixtures and supplies.
WE INSTALL • FREE ESTIMATES

FLAVORS OF THE MONTH: 
ALMOND VANILLA HAZELNUT, 
CHESTNUTS & BROWN SUGAR 

AND VANILLA SPICE

25% OFF

Heritage FallsHeritage Falls
Candles & GiftsCandles & Gifts

Mon. - Fri. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.  Sat. 10 A.M. - 1 P.M.  or later
 Gift Certificates Available FREE Local

 Delivery & Gift Wrap • 402-245-3443
1614 Stone St., Falls City1614 Stone St., Falls City

DecemBer
SpeciaL

Buy one Pizza, get 
 the second one 
  1/2 off. 
   Regular
price $12.99.



Jennifer Mumm, 46, of Falls 
City, NE, passed away Decem-
ber 22, 2021 in Grand Island, 
NE. She was born November 
13, 1975 at Falls City to Brad 
and Kathy (Fisher) Mumm.
Jennifer was raised in Rulo 

and graduated Falls City High 
School in 1994. Following grad-
uation she worked at Camp Rulo, 
Flair Fold and White Cloud Gas 
Station. At the time of her death, 
she was working at the Bingo 
Hall for White Cloud Casino.  
She was a member of Sts. Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church, was 
an avid photographer and in her 

youth, she was active in 4-H and 
FFA.
Jennifer is survived by her 

daughter, Jessica Sells of Falls 
City, Aunts, Uncles and Cous-
ins. 
She was preceded in death by 

her parents.
A private family funeral is 

planned at Dorr and Clark Fu-
neral Home with Father Law-
rence Stoley officiating. Burial 
to follow at Falls City Catholic 
Cemetery.
Open visitation began on Mon-

day, December 27, until 8:00 
PM.
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Obituaries
www.fcjournal.net

Wonder when you’re due?
Your due date is always on your 
label all year round-and on your 

renewal postcard.

Jennifer Mumm Gladys 
McDermott

To honor Nebraska author Bess 
Streeter Aldrich and recognize 
outstanding writing, the Bess 
Streeter Aldrich Foundation an-
nounces its 2022 Short Story 
Contest, which is celebrating its 
20th year of the competition. 
Authors are encouraged to 

generate a fictional short story 
that is written in the wholesome 
spirit displayed by Bess Streeter 
Aldrich in her works while in-
corporating a theme that focuses 
on Nebraska’s economy, his-
tory, cultural diversity, and/or 
geography (past, present, and/
or future). Story length should 
be 1,000-2,000 words (there is 
no minimum word requirement 
for the Intermediate category). A 
list of books by the author which 
entrants can read to become fa-
miliar with Mrs. Aldrich’s work 
is available on the Foundation’s 
website, www.bessstreeteral-

20th Annual Short Story 
Contest Honors Aldrich and 

Exceptional Writing

Gladys D. McDermott, 92, 
died December 20, 2021. She 
was born January 15, 1929 in 
Falls City to Walter and Mildred 
Wissinger.
Gladys was preceded in death 
by her husband, Patrick McDer-
mott.
She is survived by her daughter 
Sharlin McDermott. 
Cremation has taken place. Pri-
vate services will be held. 
Condolences may be left online 
at www.lincolnffc.com

By Matthew Hansen
Flatwater Free Press
As William Kieler struggled to 

breathe, as he grew woozy and 
unresponsive, as they hooked 
him up to machines to shove air 
into his lungs, the worried staff 
at the small-town hospital in 
Auburn kept calling the big-city 
hospitals. 
They called every hospital in 

Omaha. No room. They called 
Fremont. No chance. They 
called nearby out-of-state hospi-
tals. No dice.
They called Bryan Health in 

Lincoln, where a nurse put Kiel-
er on The List. It’s a blinking list 
of names on a computer screen, 
a digital documentation of ages 
and illnesses and notes. The List 
did not exist, in its current form, 
until last year. It’s grown lon-
ger as the latest waves of CO-
VID-19 sicken and send mostly 
unvaccinated people to the Lin-
coln hospital. 
William Kieler does not have 

COVID-19. He’s a retired tug-
boat captain from Peru, Nebras-
ka, a man proud of a career spent 
piloting ships down the mighty 
Mississippi. He’s an 83-year-old 
with congestive heart failure. 
He’s the sort of patient who has 
always been quickly transferred 
from a small-town hospital to a 
big-city one. But not on Dec. 7.
Kieler was 20th on The List. 

The next day, 9th. Then 7th. 
Back to 9th, because too many 
people were coming into Bry-
an’s ER. Then 4th. 
For a day, two days, three, the 

staff of the Nemaha County 
Hospital in Auburn, the people 
caring for Kieler, called and 
waited. The Bryan nurses – the 
keepers of the List – answered 
and waited. Kieler’s loved ones 
waited, and worried.
The horror of The List is sim-

ple. It’s proof that one the big-
gest, best hospitals in Nebraska 
is currently being forced to ra-
tion medical care – isn’t able 
to admit very sick patients it 
would normally admit – because 
its emergency rooms, regular 
rooms, intensive-care rooms, 
makeshift overflow rooms, wait-
ing rooms and even hallways are 
packed with patients.  
“Of course you are ration-

ing health care when you can’t 
get in all the people who need 
it,” Dawn Isaacs, the hospital’s 
nursing director, told the Flat-
water Free Press. “When we’re 
making decisions based on ca-
pability and capacity, on what 
we can provide and can’t…Yes, 
we are in a health care system 
that is rationing care.”
For years, that call from the 

Nemaha County Hospital to 
Bryan would have been routine. 
Isaacs said the Lincoln hospi-

tal rarely turned down a transfer 
before COVID-19, and never 
delayed admitting a critically ill 
patient. 
Now, every time a small-town 

hospital phones, there’s a short 
conference call with a doctor 
and the employee running “bed 
control.” The key question: “Do 
you have a bed?”
The current answer, almost al-

ways: Not yet.
On a recent day, 29 Nebras-

kans – almost all of them await-
ing transfers from rural hospi-
tals – sat on the waiting list, said 
Bob Ravenscroft, a Bryan vice 
president, at a mid-December 
briefing. He showed a chart 
with a gray line denoting a nor-
mal busy time at Bryan, and a 
red line illustrating the hospital 
at its surge capacity. Since Au-
gust, Bryan has crossed that red 
line almost as many days as it 
hasn’t.
“Every time we pop above that 

red line that’s where there’s not 
a realistic place to put them,” 
he said of patients awaiting 
transfer to Bryan. “There’s a 
house supervisor on the receiv-
ing end of those calls, and they 
are going one-by-one, on who 
gets that next bed. So, obvious-
ly, this is heartbreaking for (the 
staff).”
Bryan staff has converted 

the gastrointestinal lab into a 
space to put hospital patients at 
night. They have placed patients 
in rooms meant for observing 
people who have undergone sur-
gery. They have parked a doz-
en beds in the hallways of the 
emergency room.
“The ER looks like a war 

zone,” said Isaacs, the nursing 
director in charge of the ER. 
They discharge people speed-

ily. They send people to urgent 
care offices for broken bones. 
They plead with smaller hos-
pitals to do “comfort care” for 
their patients near death. 
Bryan doesn’t have beds for pa-

tients destined to die within the 
next 24 hours, they said. Bryan 
doesn’t have beds, period.
“Literally all our beds are 

used,” Isaacs said. “This is not 
a staffing problem. The staff are 
stressed, don’t get me wrong. 
But we have every area open.”
Nebraskans having heart at-

tacks, strokes or other life-and-
death emergencies still get im-
mediately into Bryan, Isaacs 
noted.
But many patients fall into a 

gray area. They have internal 
bleeding. Or, like William Kiel-
er, they are having serious trou-
ble breathing. Those patients go 
onto The List.
It is one thing to hear that hos-

pitals are full because of COV-
ID-19. It’s quite another to know 
that your loved one is bearing 
the brunt of that “No Vacancy” 
sign.
Kim Kieler, William’s daugh-

ter, stayed close to him at the 
Nemaha County Hospital as he 
waited for a transfer on Dec. 7, 
Dec. 8, then Dec. 9. To her, he’s 
more than a number on a list. 
He’s the man who worked a 

month on and a month off dur-
ing her childhood. He steered 
ships down the Missouri River, 
the Ohio and the Mississippi, 
then returned to the house in 
Peru where he and wife, Bev-
erly, raised four children. 
William Kieler still lives in 

that house. He stayed even af-
ter his wife of 59 years died in 
2017. He’s long been a healthy 
horse of a man who, despite 
two knee replacements, would 
still captain the occasional tug-
boat past age 80.
To Kim Kieler, he’s Dad.
She tried to stay patient with 

the Nemaha County staff, know-
ing they were trying to get him 
transferred. She tried to stay pa-
tient with the phone calls – she 
knew Bryan wanted to help her 
father, too. But she felt fear in 
her temples, her muscles, her 
bones.
“He needed to be in a place 

that could do more for him,” 
Kim Kieler said. “Is he gonna 
get there? Is he gonna get the 
help he needs? Is this delay gon-
na…is it going to make things 
worse?”
Finally, on Dec. 10, a Bryan 

employee called Nemaha Coun-
ty back. We have a bed, they 
said.
Then, another delay: The am-

bulance meant to speed Kieler 

to Lincoln was occupied by an-
other, severely ill patient. Final-
ly, around midnight, Kieler was 
rushed to Lincoln and admitted 
to Bryan with acute respiratory 
failure. 
He had waited roughly 80 

hours for a spot.
He stayed for nearly a week. 

He was released – probably too 
early, Kim Kieler said. He end-
ed up being life-flighted back 
to Bryan last weekend after 
the carbon dioxide in his blood 
spiked. He’s now recovering at 
the hospital, as others wait their 
turn on The List.
“Some people simply don’t re-

alize what this is until you’re in 
this position and you see how 
hard it is to get a family mem-
ber into a hospital,” Kim Kieler 
said. “To get the care they need.”
Isaacs realizes the position that 

Nebraska is in. Bryan’s nursing 
director has had to tell anguished 
co-workers that their loved one 
can’t be admitted – they must go 
on The List like everyone else. 
When she sees friends, she 

tells them to drive safe, because 
there’s no room for them at Bry-
an. “It’s a joke, haha, but it’s re-
ally not,” she said.
Bryan leaders have been 

sounding the alarm for months. 
They did so again at the Decem-
ber briefing.

Struggling to breathe: Nebraskans delayed care 
as COVID-19 strains Lincoln hospital

“The middling vaccination 
rates in Nebraska are crippling 
the health care system,” Raven-
scroft said. “The unvaccinated 
population, as we can see from 
the statistics, is continuing to 
occupy beds at an unsustainable 
rate.”
The List isn’t going anywhere. 

Hospital leaders are bracing for 
it to lengthen, thanks to a resur-
gent flu season and a potential 
COVID-19 surge tied to the 
Omicron variant.
The List was 10 names long 

when Isaacs began answer-
ing questions during a Monday 
morning phone interview. An 
hour later, it had jumped to 13.
“It will grow this afternoon,” 

she said before hanging up. 
The Flatwater Free Press is Ne-

braska’s first independent, non-
profit newsroom focused on inves-
tigations and feature stories that 
matter.

drich.org. Exceptional examples 
include Mrs. Aldrich’s best-
selling novel A Lantern in Her 
Hand, The Cutters (our featured 
book in 2021), or a collection of 
short stories. No essays, please.
 Prizes will be awarded at an 

annual event held the second 
Sunday in June. Adults are pro-
vided cash prizes of 1st place, 
$100; 2nd place, $50; 3rd place, 
$25. High School (grades 9-12), 
Middle School (grades 6-8), and 
Intermediate School (grades 
3-5) awards include 1st place, 
$50; 2nd place, $25; and 3rd 
place, $15. In honor of the Al-
drich House’s 100th birthday, 
any individual who submits a 
short story may participate in a 
free tour during 2022. Aldrich 
House guides will be able to 
confirm participation upon ar-
rival at the Aldrich House. Fam-
ily members of the Bess Streeter 
Aldrich Foundation board mem-
bers are not eligible.
The due date for submissions 

is April 15, 2022 (two months 
later than last year). A submis-
sion link and a complete list 
of rules can be found at www.
bessstreeteraldrich.org. Ques-
tions about the contest or an al-
ternative paper submission can 
be directed to Kurk Shrader, 
Executive Director (email al-
drichfoundation@gmail.com or 
call 402-994-3855). Publicity 
for this event is funded in part 
by Cass County Tourism, visit-
casscounty.com.
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AREA CHURCHES

Falls City, NE               245-3122

Falls City Lanes
Come Bowl with Us!

Parties by Appointment

1208 Stone St., Falls City, NE
(402) 245-4922

Life In
The Spirit

 Christian Gift and 
Book Store

"Your Full-Service Agency"
Insurance • Real Estate • Investments

Miller-Monroe Company, Inc.

STEPHEN
KOTTICH

STEVE
SIMON

HULLMAN'S FORD
LINCOLN

Over 100 New and Used
Vehicles in Stock

2303 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
402-245-2424

www.dorrandclark.com
Locally Owned and Operated

1720 Burton Dr.,
Falls City, NE

Phone:
(402) 245-4466

But . . . Where
Caring Comes

From The Heart

Not Just A Nursing Home

1903 Harlan St., Falls City, NE 68355
Ph:402-245-4214  402-245-5114

Complete Tire Service 
•Michelin    •Uniroyal    •BF Goodrich

•Over 5000 Tires on Hand

"Serving You Since 1939"
Melvin Harmon        Galen Harmon

Harmon's O.K. Tire
& Auto, Inc.

MEYER HOME CENTER
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Complete 
Ductwork Cleaning, Lawn Irrigation, 
Ceramic Tile, & Granite Countertops

We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore, 

is not an act but a habit. 
402-245-4661

Animal Health Center
Dr. Steve Severin

Dr. Danelle Bauman-Cromer

2618 Harlan
Falls City, NE 68355

Ace Hardware
Farm

& City
Supply

MERZ FARM
EQUIPMENT, INC.
N. Highway 73, PO Box 490

Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-2419

245-4413
Web site: www.hullmansford.com

402-245-4444 or 1-800-232-6558

63 Years at
1619 Chase, Falls City, NE

1505 E. 14th
Falls City, NE 68355

24 Hrs. Emergency: 402-245-4438
Fax: 402-245-3928

Toll Free: 800-947-2127
Email: ahcfc@sentco.net

1423 Harlan, Falls City
Mon-Fri 7am-10pm 

Sat 9am-10pm
Sun 9am-9pm

245-3500

110 W. 17th
Falls City, NE  402-245-4451

1305 Harlan
Falls City, NE  245-3525

SONIC
DRIVE INN

GRAND
WEAVER
HOTEL

Formerly
Stephenson

Hotel
402-245-2448

Falls City
Courthouse

Square

Falls City, NE 245-5323

and Other Neat Stuff!
Truck Lettering • Banners • Magnetics

T-Shirts • Caps • Jackets
Screen Printing and Embroidery

The Four Mile Church
(South of Humboldt)

     Sunday:  Church services, 9:00 a.m.
    A Reformed church endeavoring to teach and 
to practice Biblical principles of the Reforma-
tion.
  Howard Blecha,
  pastor

Bethel United Methodist Church
(70654 656 AVE)

(1/2 mile N of Preston Corner)
    Sunday: Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; Wednesday choir, 7:30 p.m.  
Mike Hader, pastor
  402-245-4584

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
LCMS

(23rd and Barada)
402-245-3324

www.fallscitylcms.com
    Holy Communion celebrated 2nd and 4th Sun-
days. 
    Sunday: Divine service, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.
    First Tuesday Care & Outreach - 6:30 PM. 
LLL - 7:30 PM
    Wednesday: Confirmation, 6:30 p.m. (after 
Ash Wednesday, 6 p.m.); 5 p.m., Midweek.
    Third Thursday of every month:  Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 7:00 p.m.
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
(16th and Harlan)

stthomasepis@sentco.net
www.stthomasfallscity.org

    Sunday:  9 a.m. Worship, Holy Eucharist
(coffee, tea and conversation follow worship)
            We invite you to worship with us at any 
of our services.
       We will pray for you, your friends and 
loved ones. 
      
      

Lighthouse Church of God
(2202 330th, White Cloud, KS)

One quarter mile west of Iowa Tribal Com-plex
    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; church 
service, 10:30 a.m.
  Rev. Charles J. Haney,
  pastor
  785-862-1107

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) 12 miles Northeast of Falls City 

(Williamsville)
Sunday:  Worship 9:15 a.m., first, third and 

fifth Sundays with communion on the first 
Sunday. We worship on the second and fourth 
Sundays at Barada United Methodist Church 
in Barada, Nebraska. Fellowship and Sunday 
school following worship.

WELCA 1:30 first Monday
Church Council, 7:30 p.m. on third Tuesdays

Pastor Mike Hader

Corner Stone Baptist Church
(Independent & Fundamental)

N. Highway 73 to Prosser & Campbell PC, 
turn east (or right)

    Sunday: Sunday School Bible Hour, 9:30 
a.m.; worship hours, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study and prayer time, 7 
p.m. Lively Stone Kids Klub, (ages K-6 grade).
    We welcome you and your family to come 
worship the Lord with us.    
  Pastor Mike Dunleavy
  402-245-2049 (home)
  402-245-4245 (church)

http://www.csbc.vpweb.com

St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church - ELCA

(20th and Towle Streets)
402-245-3828.
      Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School (pre-school 
thru adult, during school year);
     10 a.m. Worship; Communion on the 1st & 
3rd Sundays of each month;
     Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Confirmation; 7:30 
p.m. choir practice.
    Saturday: 4:00 p.m. Communion Worship be-
fore the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month.
    Call for youth, Bible studies and women’s 
group schedules.
 God’s Work. Our Hands.
 
 pastor

First Brethren Church
(1902 Lane Street)

    Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School, nursery (or pre-school), adult, 10:45 
a.m.; Fellowship Hour, 6 p.m.

  Don Shafer,moderator
  245-5209

First Church of Nazarene
(1812 Wilson)

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:00-10:00 a.m.; 
morning worship, 10:00-11:00 a.m.

  Rob Wheeler,
  pastor
  402-245-3755

First Presbyterian Church
(20th and Harlan)

    Sunday:  Worship, 11:00 a.m., also available 
on Facebook Live at First Presbyterian Church 
of Falls City.
https://www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-
Church-of-Falls-City-237268032995842

Every Monday:  Community Diaper Closet, 4-6 
p.m. in Basement - use east side door
 Pastor Richard Kent Martin
 402-245-2650
 www.http://fallscitypres.org/

Stella Community Church
     Sunday:  Church service, with children’s 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; adults Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
 
 Pastor John States

Big Lake Baptist Church
(213 Lake Shore Drive)

     Sunday:  Fellowship breakfast, 8:45 a.m.; 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 
10:30 a.m.
    Monday:  Prayer and Share Monday, 8:30 
a.m.
    Wednesday:  Children’s, Youth and Adult 
Bible study, 7 p.m.
    We welcome you to all of our services.
  Dick Lionberger,
  Intern pastor

Shubert Christian Church
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; Fel-
lowship time, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 10:45 
a.m.
  Supply Pastor

Church of Christ
     at:  2701 Barada Street

402-245-5857
    Sunday:  Worship service, 10:30 a.m.; Bible 
study (classes for all ages), 9:30 a.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study for all ages, 6 p.m.
     “Preach the Word . . . for the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine.”  2 
Timothy 4:2-4.
  Josh Maxwell
  preacher, 402-245-7148
  Preachers

Sts. Peter and Paul
(1820 Fulton)

     Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday, 4:00 p.m. 
5:30 p.m.; Sunday, 7 a.m. and 10 a.m.
    Daily Mass:  Monday through Friday, 6:45 
a.m. Services livestreamed daily on www.face-
book.com/sppfc
  Inquiry classes by appointment.
    Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday, 2:45-3:45 
p.m., or by appointment.

  Fr. Lawrence Stoley, pastor
                  402-245-3002 or 402-450-4552.

St. Mary’s
(Arago)

    Sunday:  Confessions, 10:10 a.m.; Mass, 10:30 
a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Anne’s
(Shubert)

 Sunday Mass:  First, third and fifth Sun-
day, 10:30 a.m.; second and fourth Sunday, 8:30 
a.m.; confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Immaculate Conception
(Rulo)

    Sunday Confessions, 8 a.m.; Mass, 8:30 a.m.
    Daily Mass schedule:  Monday-Friday, 6:30 
a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Mary’s
(Dawson)

855-3595 or 245-4151
     Weekend Mass:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; first, 
third and fifth Sunday, 8:30 a.m.; second and 
fourth Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
     Daily Mass:  Schedule varies, call rectory; 
confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Grace Bible Fellowship
(Highway 62, east of Stella)

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9 a.m.; church 
service, 10:15 a.m.
    Web page:  www.gbfchurch.com
  Office:  883-2110
  pastor Dave Lockard

First United Methodist Church
(1700 Harlan Street)

fumc@sentco.net
402-245-3281
    Sunday:  Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. Broad-
cast live on KTNC AM 1230 and 107.1 FM. 
Adult Bible Study, 9:15 a.m., Children’s Sunday 
school during this service during the school year.

              Michael Brown,
              Pastor
    Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
  
 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church (Rulo)
fumc@sentco.net

402-245-3281
    Sunday:  Worship service, 8:45 a.m.; Chil-
dren’s Sunday School during worship. 
   
    Michael Brown,
                    Pastor

Valley Avenue Baptist Church
2023 Valley Avenue

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 
    Morning Worship Services, 10:45 a.m. 
   Sunday Night Services: 6:00 p.m.
    Midweek: Wednesday Services, 7:00 p.m.
    Bible preaching, and a warm welcome.
    Building is handicap accessible.
  Pastor Ben Moore  
  Office phone: 245-3890
                  valleyavenue.org

Good News Assembly of God
(600 Reavis Street)

402-245-3977
    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; wor-ship, 
10:40 a.m.
    Wednesday:  Good News Kids, 6:30 p.m.
    A variety of small group Bible studies are 
available for adults throughout the year.  Listen 
to sermons online, www.mygnag.com
  Tim Boatright,
  Pastor

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
(1322 Stone Street)

Office Phone, 245-2398 or Parsonage, 245-2397
    Sunday:  Adult School, 9:30 a.m.; worship 
service, 10:45 a.m.
  
  pastor
http://www.facebook.com/fallscitycoopera-
tiveministry

Zion United Church of Christ
(4 1/2 miles East of Falls City, 3 miles North 

and 1 1/2 miles East) 65763 709 Rd, Falls City
245-5024; 245-2398

    Sunday:  Worship service, 9 a.m.; Commu-
nion, first Sunday of each month.
    Second Wednesday of each month, Zion 
Women’s Fellowship meeting, 7 p.m.
    All are welcome to this friendly church in the 
country.
 
  pastor
http://www.facebook.com/fallscitycoopera-
tiveministry

St. Paul’s  Lutheran Church
LCMS

(6 miles North)
402-245-4643

www.fallscitylcms.com
    Holy Communion celebrated the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays.
    Sunday: Bible study, 9:15 a.m.; Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:30 a.m.
    Tuesday: Second Tuesday of the month, Dor-
cas Circle.
    Wednesday:  9 a.m., Sew ‘n Sews; Adult 
choir, 7:30 p.m.; first Wednesday of the month, 
LWML.
    Wednesday Evening, 5:00 p.m. Midweek 
Class. 6:30 p.m. Confirmation at Christ Luther-
an. September through April. 
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

Barada United Methodist Church
717 Rd./652 Blvd.

Worship Service 9:15 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. 

Services held in Barada on the 2nd & 4th 
Sunday of the month. Services held at St. 
Peter’s ELCA on the 1st & 3rd Sunday of the 
month

“…with God all things are possible.”  Matt. 
19:26

Pastor Mike Hader
402-245-4584

Prairie Union Baptist Church
(Rural Shubert)

    Sunday:  Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m. 
    Please join us to worship the Lord.  Commu-
nion is served the first Sunday of every month.
  Dan Farley,
  pastor

River of Hope Fellowship
River of Hope Fellowship

27765 Hwy 159
PO Box 176

Forest City, MO 64451
Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m., Children’s 
Sunday School & Nursery at 9:00 a.m.

Thursday Service 7:00 p.m.
 “In Christ There Is Always Hope.”

Pastor David  Showalter
660-442-6305 

Pastor Will Certain
  816-824-8566

Christ Church of Falls City
701 Stone Street

“We exist to equip our fellow believers as well as to love our 
community into a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ, 
one life at a time.”
  Non-Denominational, Bible based. 
  Sunday:  Worship Service, 10:30 a.m. Online 
Only through Facebook messenger
Thursday:  Ladies Bible study, 6:30-8:30 PM.  
Jim Berry, pastor contact 402-245-7020

"A World of Possibilities"

1608 Stone St., P.O. Box 26,
Falls City, NE 68355-0026

Fax and Phone 402-245-3344
fctravel@sentco.net

NorthRidge Nebraska
(1820 Morton Street)

Reaching & Equipping people for Christ
Non-Denominational, Bible-based

Contemporary worship
      Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:00 a.m.; 
    Worship Services, 10:00 a.m.
              (402) 245-2167
  northridgenebraska.com

1608 Stone Street
Falls City, NE 68355
(402) 245-2227

CHANEY
FURNITURE CO.

1523 Stone St., PO Box 267
Falls City, NE 68355

Telephone 402-245-3912 • 877-245-4844
www.chaneyfurniture.com

Since 1921
GRANT SMITH/President

STEVE HUTFLES/Vice President

Brent Harsin
B. Harsin Agency, Inc.
Toll Free: 800-492-3392
E-mail: bharsin@amfam.com
Falls City, NE 402-245-2605

PW
Wolfes
Printing
1607 Stone Street

FallS City, ne 68355

Phone/Fax:  402-245-4484   
e-mail:  mcwp@sentco.net

1701 Stone Street • Falls City, Nebraska
402-245-2491

Bank
Member FDIC

Verdon Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
(400 Walnut St.)

    Sunday: Worship, Summer months: 7:00 p.m.
Winter months: 6:00 p.m. 
Find us on Facebook @ VerdonChristianChurch
verdonchristianchurch@gmail.com
  Rev. Daniel Spencer
               Call or text: 402-801-0374

FALLS 
CITY 
NURSING & REHAB

Please contact us for all 
your grain marketing needs.

303 Hwy 73 • P.O. Box 648 
Falls City, NE 68355

1-866-481-4017

120 E. 18th St. • Falls City, NE 68355
Ph: (402) 245-2029
Fax: (402) 245-2521
KexRx.com

Falls City Journal
www.fcjournal.net

Deadline Friday by noon for 
Wednesday’s paper.

402-245-2431

SAPP BROS.
Fuel, food, & Friendly 
Faces! Now offering Delivery. Pizza, 
Chicken, Salads, & So Much More!

1521 Harlan Street, 
Falls City, NE
402-245-5300
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Public Notice
IN THE COUNTY COURT

 OF RICHARDSON COUNTY,
 NEBRASKA

IN THE MATTER OF THE
 ESTATE OF

WILLIAM A. MCGINNIS, 
Deceased

Case No. PR21-65
NOTICE OF FORMAL PROBATE 

DETERMINATION OF HEIRS 
AND  FORMAL APPOINTMENT 

OF PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE

  Notice is hereby given that a Petition 
for Formal Probate of Will of said 
Decedent, Determination of Heirs, 
and Appointment of Thomas J. Gist as 
Personal Representative has been filed 
and is set for hearing in the Richardson 
County Court on January 19, 2022 at 
1:30 o’clock p.m.
  Dated this 8th day of December, 2021.

Cassondra R. Buethe
Clerk of the County Court

1700 Stone Street
 Room 205

Falls City, NE 68355

WEAVER & MERZ 
Douglas E. Merz #12807
Samantha K. Scheitel #26389 
1719 Stone Street 
P.O. Box 569 
Falls City, NE 68355 
402-245-3015

15-22-29
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INFORMAL
 PROBATE AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS IN THE COUNTY 
COURT OF RICHARDSON 

COUNTY, NEBRASKA
Estate of Paul Junior Meinzer, 

Deceased.
Estate No. PR21-67

  Notice is hereby given that on De-
cember 14, 2021, in the County Court 
of Richardson County, Nebraska, the 
Registrar issued a written statement 
of Informal Probate of the Will of 
said Deceased and that Tami Jo Dunn, 
whose address is 1914 Burton Drive, 
Falls City, Nebraska 68355, has been 
appointed Personal Representative of 
this estate. Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court on or 
before February 23, 2022 or be forever 
barred.

Cassondra R. Buethe
Clerk of the County Court

1700 Stone Street
 Room 205

Falls City, NE 68355

Michael R. Dunn, #16825 
Richard L. Halbert, #11659 
Tracy A. Burns, #25398 
Halbert & Dunn, L.L.C. 
111 East 17th Street 
Post Office Box 44 7 
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447 
Phone: (402) 245-4486

22-29-5
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION
  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Ely Grain Company, LLC, a Nebraska 
limited liability company, organized 
under the laws of the State of Nebras-
ka, filed a Statement of Dissolution 
with the Nebraska Secretary of State 
and has been dissolved for all purposes 
except the winding up of its affairs.  
Anyone having claims related to the 
LLC shall promptly file the same set-
ting forth the nature of the claim and 
amount and shall mail the same to:  

Elizabeth A. Sickel
2715 Hiland Avenue
Falls City, NE 68355

All claims against the LLC shall be 
barred unless an action to collect the 
same is brought within 5 years of the 
third publication of this notice.  

Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Tracy A. Burns, #25398
Halbert & Dunn, L.L.C.
111 East 17th Street
Post Office Box 447
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447
Phone: (402) 245-4486

22-29-5
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INCORPORATION

Notice is hereby given that RC 
HOH Transitional Housing has been 
incorporated under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska.

The corporation is a public benefit/
mutual benefit/religious corporation.

The street address of the initial 
registered office is 713 4th St., 
Humboldt, Nebraska 68376 and the 
name of the registered agent at such 
address is Kelly J. Werts.

The corporation will not have 
members.

The name and address of each 
incorporator is as follows:

Julie Bauman, 2020 Harlan St., Falls 
City, NE  68355
Jerry Duerfeldt, 65210 710 Rd., Falls 
City, NE  68355
Linda Santo, 1817 Crook St., Falls 
City, NE  68355
Gayle Keller, 401 E. 24th St., Falls 
City, NE  68355
Ashley Schramm, 3101 Victory Way, 
Falls City, NE  68355
Sarah Morris, 1000 Reavis St., Falls 
City, NE  68355
David Sickel, 2524 Morton St., Falls 
City, NE  68355

FANKHAUSER, NELSEN, WERTS,
ZISKEY & MERWIN, P.C., L.L.O.

Kelly J. Werts
713 4th Street, PO Box 126

Humboldt, NE  68376
Phone: (402) 862-2321

22-29-5
ZNEZ

 NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Pure Bliss LLC
71830 652 Ave

Shubert, NE  68437

  Notice is hereby given that Hailey 
A. Fee has formed a limited liability 
company under the Nebraska Uniform 
Limited Liability Company Act. 
 1. The name of this limited liability 
company is Pure Bliss LLC.
 2. The Initial Designated Office 
Address is 71830 652 Ave, Shubert, 
NE  68437, and its Registered Agent 
is Hailey A. Fee, 71830 652 Ave, 
Shubert, NE  68437.
  3. The limited liability company 
shall engage in any lawful business 
for which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws of 
the State of Nebraska. The period of 
duration of the Company is perpetual 
existence from the date the Certificate 
of Organization was filed with the 
Secretary of State on November 10, 
2021.  Affairs are to be managed by the 
Members authorized by the Certificate 
of Organization and the Operating 
Agreement.
 
Handley Law Office
Dylan L. Handley (24152)
217 E. 18th Street
Falls City, Nebraska 68355
Telephone: (402) 245-3088
Fax: (402) 245-2664

15-22-29
ZNEZ

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Case N. C121-100

NOTICE OF SUIT
COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, A 

Political Subdivision of the State of 
Nebraska,
Plaintiff, 

vs. 
ROBERTS S. SANDERS and 

ALLISON M. SANDERS, CITY OF 
FALLS CITY, 

STATE OF NEBRASKA, ON 
BEHALF OF THE NEBRASKA 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES, et al.,

Defendants

TO: Robert S. Sanders, John Doe, No. 
1, and Mary Doe, No. 1, husband 
and wife, tenants in possession, real 
names unknown;

  The heirs, devisees, legatees, personal 
representatives, and all other persons 
interested in the estate of any of the 
aforesaid Defendants who may be 
deceased, real names unknown;

All persons, having or claiming any 
interest in and to: 

Lots 1 and 2, Block 2, Original 
Town, Falls City, Richardson County, 
Nebraska

You and each of you are hereby notified 
that on the 8th day of June, 2021, the 
County of Richardson, a political 
subdivision of the State of Nebraska, 
as Plaintiff, filed its Petition in the 
District Court of Richardson County, 
Nebraska, against you and each of 
you and others; the hope and prayer 
of said Petition being to foreclose tax 
sale certificates and subsequent taxes 
on the above described real estate 
and that an accounting be had by the 
Court of the amount due the Plaintiff 
from the Defendants in the several and 
separate causes of action therein and 
that in default of the payment of such 
sums to be found due the Plaintiff, 
within twenty days from the entry of 
the decree therein, said separate and 
several parcels of real estate described 
therein be sold as upon execution, as 
provided by law, to satisfy the separate 
and several liens against said real estate 
and that out of the proceeds of said 
sale, Plaintiff be paid the sum found 
to be due and owing, with interest and 
attorney’s fee, to be taxed as costs, 
together with the costs of this action; 
that the right, title, interest, lien and 
claim of the Defendants and each of 
them be determined, found and decreed 
to be subsequent, junior, and inferior 
to the liens of this Plaintiff; that the 
purchaser of each of said premises at 
said sale be put in possession thereof; 
that the Defendants, and each of them, 
be foreclosed of all right, title, interest, 
lien, and equity of redemption in and 
to said real estate and for such other 
and further relief as may be just and 
equitable in the premises.

  You are required , to answer said 
Petition on or before the 11th day of 
February, 2022.

THE COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, 
A Political Subdivision of the 

State of Nebraska, Plaintiff
By Douglas E. Merz #12807
Richardson County Attorney

1719 Stone Street 
P.O. Box 569 

Falls City, NE 68355 
(402)245-3222

22-29-5-12
ZNEZ

 NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
JTC Properties LLC

71366 643 Ave
Verdon, NE  68457

  Notice is hereby given that James R. 
Chandler has formed a limited liability 
company under the Nebraska Uniform 
Limited Liability Company Act. 
 1. The name of this limited liability 
company is JTC Properties LLC.
 2. The Initial Designated Office 
Address is 71366 643 Ave, Verdon, 
NE  68457, and its Registered Agent 
is James R. Chandler, 71366 643 Ave, 
Verdon, NE  68457.
  3. The limited liability company 
shall engage in any lawful business 
for which a limited liability company 
may be organized under the laws of 
the State of Nebraska. The period of 
duration of the Company is perpetual 
existence from the date the Certificate 
of Organization was filed with the 
Secretary of State on November 29, 
2021.  Affairs are to be managed by the 
Members authorized by the Certificate 
of Organization and the Operating 
Agreement.
 
Handley Law Office
Dylan L. Handley (24152)
217 E. 18th Street
Falls City, Nebraska 68355
Telephone: (402) 245-3088
Fax: (402) 245-2664

15-22-29
ZNEZ

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Case No. C121-99

NOTICE OF SUIT
COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, 

A Political Subdivision of the State 
of Nebraska,

Plaintiff, 
vs. 

DONALD ARMS and SHARI 
ARMS a/k/a SHARI ANN 

MECHAM, et al., Defendants.

TO: Shari Arms A/K/A Shari Ann 
Mecham, John Doe, No. 1, and Mary 
Doe, No. 1, husband and wife, tenants 
in possession, real names unknown;

  The heirs, devisees, legatees, personal 
representatives, and all other persons 
interested in the estate of any of the 
aforesaid Defendants who may be 
deceased, real names unknown;

All persons, having or claiming any 
interest in and to: 

Lot 8, Block 48, King’s Second 
Addition to the City of Humboldt, 
Richardson County, Nebraska

Defendants. 

You and each of you are hereby notified 
that on the 8th day of June, 2021, the 
County of Richardson, a political 
subdivision of the State of Nebraska, 
as Plaintiff, filed its Petition in the 
District Court of Richardson County, 
Nebraska, against you and each of 
you and others; the hope and prayer 
of said Petition being to foreclose tax 
sale certificates and subsequent taxes 
on the above described real estate 
and that an accounting be had by the 
Court of the amount due the Plaintiff 
from the Defendants in the several and 
separate causes of action therein and 
that in default of the payment of such 
sums to be found due the Plaintiff, 
within twenty days from the entry of 
the decree therein, said separate and 
several parcels of real estate described 
therein be sold as upon execution, as 
provided by law, to satisfy the separate 
and several liens against said real estate 
and that out of the proceeds of said 
sale, Plaintiff be paid the sum found 
to be due and owing, with interest and 
attorney’s fee, to be taxed as costs, 
together with the costs of this action; 
that the right, title, interest, lien and 
claim of the Defendants and each of 
them be determined, found and decreed 
to be subsequent, junior, and inferior 
to the liens of this Plaintiff; that the 
purchaser of each of said premises at 
said sale be put in possession thereof; 
that the Defendants, and each of them, 
be foreclosed of all right, title, interest, 
lien, and equity of redemption in and 
to said real estate and for such other 
and further relief as may be just and 
equitable in the premises.

  You are required, to answer said 
Petition on or before the 11th day of 
February, 2022.

THE COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, 
A Political Subdivision of the 

State of Nebraska, Plaintiff

By Douglas E. Merz #12807
Richardson County Attorney

1719 Stone Street 
P.O. Box 569 

Falls City, NE 68355 
(402)245-3222

22-29-5-12
ZNEZ

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
  The Board of Commissioners of the 
County of Richardson, Nebraska will 
meet for a regular meeting weekly 
to be held on Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m., 
Room 202 in the Richardson County 
Courthouse for the purpose of 
conducting any and all county business 
that will come before the board.  The 
agenda for the meetings are kept 
continuously current and are available 
for public inspection at the office of the 
County Clerk in the Richardson County 
Clerk’s Office, Courthouse, Room 203, 
Falls City, NE during normal working 
hours.  The agenda is closed 24 hours 
prior to the start of the meeting and is 
posted on the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room door, the 1st floor lobby and the 
lower level lobby of the Courthouse 
and also on the Richardson County 
website www.co.richardson.ne.us.   

Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk

ZNEZ

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA
Case No. C121-102
NOTICE OF SUIT

COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, 
A Political Subdivision of the State 

of Nebraska,
Plaintiff, 

vs. 
CAROLYN L. HOGUE a/k/a 
CAROLYN A. HOGUE, et al.,

Defendants.

TO: Citifinancial, Inc.; CFNA 
Receivables (MD), Inc., f/k/a 
Citifinancial, Inc. d/b/a Citifinancial, 
Inc. (MD), a Maryland Corporation; 
Citifinancial Servicing LLC, 
a Delaware Limited Liability 
Company; Wilmington Savings Fund 
Society, FSB, d/b/a Christina Trust; 
WF 19 Grantor Trust; Wilmington 
Savings Fund Society, FSB, d/b/a 
Christina Trust, PNPMS Trust IV; 
John Doe, No. 1, and Mary Doe, 
No. 1, husband and wife, tenants in 
possession, real names unknown; 

  The heirs, devisees, legatees, personal 
representatives, and all other persons 
interested in the estate of any of the 
aforesaid Defendants who may be 
deceased, real names unknown;

All persons, having or claiming any 
interest in and to: 

Lot 3 and the S1/2 of Lot 4, Block 24, 
Hagadorn’s Addition to the Town of 
Noraville, now Dawson, Richardson 
County, Nebraska

Defendants. 

You and each of you are hereby notified 
that on the 8th day of June, 2021, the 
County of Richardson, a political 
subdivision of the State of Nebraska, 
as Plaintiff, filed its Petition in the 
District Court of Richardson County, 
Nebraska, against you and each of 
you and others; the hope and prayer 
of said Petition being to foreclose tax 
sale certificates and subsequent taxes 
on the above described real estate 
and that an accounting be had by the 
Court of the amount due the Plaintiff 
from the Defendants in the several and 
separate causes of action therein and 
that in default of the payment of such 
sums to be found due the Plaintiff, 
within twenty days from the entry of 
the decree therein, said separate and 
several parcels of real estate described 
therein be sold as upon execution, as 
provided by law, to satisfy the separate 
and several liens against said real estate 
and that out of the proceeds of said 
sale, Plaintiff be paid the sum found 
to be due and owing, with interest and 
attorney’s fee, to be taxed as costs, 
together with the costs of this action; 
that the right, title, interest, lien and 
claim of the Defendants and each of 
them be determined, found and decreed 
to be subsequent, junior, and inferior 
to the liens of this Plaintiff; that the 
purchaser of each of said premises at 
said sale be put in possession thereof; 
that the Defendants, and each of them, 
be foreclosed of all right, title, interest, 
lien, and equity of redemption in and 
to said real estate and for such other 
and further relief as may be just and 
equitable in the premises.

  You are required , to answer said 
Petition on or before the 11th day of 
February, 2022.

THE COUNTY OF RICHARDSON, 
A Political Subdivision of 

the State of Nebraska, Plaintiff

By Douglas E. Merz #12807
Richardson County Attorney

1719 Stone Street 
P.O. Box 569 

Falls City, NE 68355 
(402)245-3222

22-29-5-12
ZNEZ

THANK YOU TO THANK YOU TO 
EVERYONE WHO EVERYONE WHO 
SUPPORTS THE SUPPORTS THE 

FALLS CITY JOURNAL FALLS CITY JOURNAL 
THROUGH THROUGH 

ADVERTISING AND ADVERTISING AND 
SUBSCRIPTIONS!SUBSCRIPTIONS!

NOTICE
In the County Court of 

Richardson County, Nebraska. 
In the Matter of the Estate of 

Henry T. Osterhaus, Deceased. 
Case No. PR21-68

  Notice is hereby given that on Decem-
ber 21, 2021, in the County Court of 
Richardson  County, Nebraska, Darin 
Osterhaus, whose address is 2448 U.S. 
Highway 36, Sabetha, Kansas 66534, 
was informally appointed by the Reg-
istrar as Personal Representative of the 
above-entitled intestate Estate.
  Creditors of this Estate must file their 
claims with this Court on or before 
March 1, 2022 or be forever barred. 

Cassondra R. Buethe
Clerk of the County Court

1700 Stone Street
 Room 205

Falls City, NE 68355

WEAVER & MERZ 
Douglas E. Merz #12807
Samantha K. Scheitel #26389 
1719 Stone Street 
P.O. Box 569 
Falls City, NE 68355 
402-245-3015

29-5-12
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE AND NOTICE OF 

CREDITORS
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 

RICHARDSON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA. 

Estate of Melvin S. Harmon, 
Deceased. 

Case No. PR21-69
  Notice is hereby given that on De-
cember 22, 2021, in the County Court 
of Richardson  County, Nebraska, the 
Registrar issued a written statement 
of Informal Probate of the Will of said 
Deceased and that Sharon A. Harmon, 
whose address is 401 East 15th Street, 
Falls City, Nebraska 68355, has been 
appointed Personal Representative of 
this estate. Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court on or 
before March 1, 2022 or be forever 
barred. 

Cassondra R. Buethe
Clerk of the County Court

1700 Stone Street
 Room 205

Falls City, NE 68355

Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Tracy A. Burns, #25398
Halbert & Dunn, L.L.C.
111 East 17th Street
Post Office Box 447
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447
Phone: (402) 245-4486

29-5-12
ZNEZ

Start the New Year off right on 
Saturday, January 1st with a First 
Day Hike at Indian Cave State 
Park.
The annual hike will begin at 

10am at the museum and go 
through the bird feeding station 
and continue through the pollina-
tor garden. You can expect to see 
an abundance of birds along the 
way.
This will be an easy half mile 

hike that is kid friendly and 
strollers are welcome. Make sure 
you are dressed for the weather.
Free hot dogs and hot chocolate 

will be served after the hike and 
you can warm up around a bon-
fire. A snowball toss will take 
place after the hike, depending 
on snowfall.
A valid Vehicle Park Permit is 

required for entry which can be 
purchased at the park.

First Day Hike 
at Indian Cave 

State Park



Page 12 ..                    Falls City Journal                                                          Wednesday, December 29, 2021

More Classifieds on Page 13

Nebraska  
Statewide  
Classified 
Network

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS! For 
$225/25 word classified you can ad-
vertise in over 150 Nebraska news-
papers. For more information contact 
your local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

SOCIAL SECURITY Disability Ben-
efits. Unable to work? Denied ben-
efits? We Can Help! Strong, recent 
work history needed. Call to start 
your application or appeal today! 866-
563-0161 [Steppacher Law Offices 
LLC Principal Office: 224 Adams Ave 
Scranton PA 18503]

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release ser-
vice. Send your message to 155 news-
papers across Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

ENJOY 100% guaranteed, delivered-
to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 8 Free 
Filet Mignon Burgers! Order The 
Delightful Gift this holiday season- 
ONLY $99.99.  Call 1-888-820-2101 
and mention code 65658PEN or visit 
www.omahasteaks.com/thegift1184

VIASAT SATELLITE Internet. Up to 
12 mbps plans starting at $30/month. 
Our fastest speeds (up to 50 mbps) 
& unlimited data plans start at $100/
month. Call Viasat today: 1-877-255-
9312.

TWO GREAT new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the new 
iPhone 11 or Next Generation Sam-
sung Galaxy 510e on us with AT&T’s 
Buy One, Give One offer. While sup-
plies last! Call 1-855-574-9119.

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
Easy, One Day updates! We special-
ize in safe bathing. Grab bars, no slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a 
free in-home consultation: 844-596-
6325.

DISH NETWORK $64.99 for 190 
Channels. Blazing Fast Internet, 
$19.99/month (where available). 
Switch & Get a Free $100 Visa Gift 
Card. Free Voice Remote. Free HD 
DVR. Free Streaming on All Devices. 
Call today! 1-877-688-4784.

DON’T LET the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution for 
anyone who struggles on the stairs, is 
concerned about a fall or wants to re-
gain access to their entire home. Call 
AmeriGlide today! 1-855-671-2638.

LIFE ALERT, One press of a button 
sends help Fast, 24/7! At home and 
on the go. Mobile Pendant with GPS. 
Free First Aid Kit (with subscription). 
Call 855-663-0118. Free Brochure.

PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentra-
tor? May be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-385-3580.

PUT ON your TV ears and hear TV 
with unmatched clarity. TV Ears 
Original were originally $129.95, now 
with this special offer are only $59.95 
with code MCB59! Call 1-855-404-
3553.

DOES YOUR basement or crawl 
space need some attention? Call 
Thrasher Foundation Repair! A per-
manent solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking concrete 
and nasty crawl spaces. FREE Inspec-
tion & Same Day Estimate. $250 off 
ANY project with code GET250. Call 
1-844-958-3431

THE GENERAC PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power outages and 
power your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down Financ-
ing Option. Request a Free, no obli-
gation, quote today. Call 1-833-513-
0190.

BECOME A Published Author. We 
want to read your book! Dorrance 
Publishing - trusted by authors since 
1920. Book manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. Compre-
hensive Services: Consultation, Pro-
duction, Promotion and Distribution. 
Call for your free Author’s Guide, 
1-877-858-2822 or visit http://dorran-
ceinfo.com/Nebraska.

HELP WANTED
 

Want to work for a family 
owned business? 

 

Join 

FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW  MMIILLLLSS  
a division of  J-Six Enterprises 

 

COMPANY 
UPDATES! 

INCREASED the hourly wages! 
 

REVAMPED the vacation policy! 
 

ENHANCED the 401K Match!  
 

APPLY TODAY AND START TOMORROW! 
 

www.jsixenterprises.com 
 

or CONTACT HUMAN RESOURCES AT 785-336-5470 

Now hiring in: 
 

Fairview, KS and Hiawatha, KS 

 

FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW  EEXXPPRREESSSS  
 

a division of J-Six Enterprises 
-a family owned business-  

 

is currently accepting applications for a 

MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN 

 

We are looking for someone to perform routine maintenance, 
troubleshoot and repair company trucks, perform other general 

garage duties as needed, and who has knowledge of tools, 
equipment, materials, methods, and practices of engine repair, 

mechanical and electrical systems and maintenance. 

APPLY TODAY 
AT www.jsixenterprises.com 

OR CONTACT HUMAN RESOURCES AT 785-336-5470 

BENEFITS OFFERED: 
Health, Dental, Vision, 401K, Supplemental Insurances,  

Short Term Disability, Life Insurance, & more! 

for the Truck Shop located east of Fairview, KS. 

  

FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW  MMIILLLLSS  
        iinn  FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW,,  KKSS  
  
  

   is currently looking for a 

  

JJooiinn  OOuurr  TTeeaamm  aanndd  AAppppllyy  TTooddaayy!!  
 

www.jsixenterprises.com 
 

CONTACT HUMAN RESOURCES AT 785-336-5470 

DAY SHIFT 

SUPPLY CHAIN MANAGER 

51-2

 

Duties to include: 
- Schedule company owned trucks and trailers through our shop 
for timely general maintenance and repairs. 
- Order, manage, maintain, and allocate parts inventory suffi-
cient to ongoing operating needs. 
- Schedule trucks and trailers into 3rd party vendors as needed 
for heavy repairs, etc. 
- Maintain service record for each unit. 

FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW  EEXXPPRREESSSS  LLLLCC  

is seeking a SSEERRVVIICCEE  MMAANNAAGGEERR 

BENEFITS OFFERED: 
Health, Dental, Vision, 3% 401K Match, Supplemental 
Insurances, Short Term Disability, Life Insurance, and 

Vacation & Holiday Pay 

Fill out an application online at 
wwwwww..jjssiixxeenntteerrpprriisseess..ccoomm..  

  

To contact Human Resources, call 785-336-5470. 

a division of J-Six Enterprises 
 

—a family owned business— 

for our truck fleet facility. 

50-52

 
  
 

AT FAIRVIEW MILLS  

  a division of J-Six Enterprises 
 

—a family owned business— 
 

in HIAWATHA, KS. 

BENEFITS INCLUDE 
 

Competitive Wage, 401(k), Paid Vacation, Paid Holidays, 
Health Insurance, Dental, Vision, Supplemental Insurances, 

Short Term Disability, and Life Insurance 

 

APPLY ONLINE AT www.jsixenterprises.com  
OR CONTACT HUMAN RESOURCES AT 785-336-5470 

JJOOIINN  TTHHEE  TTEEAAMM  AATT  
FFAAIIRRVVIIEEWW  MMIILLLLSS  TTOODDAAYY!!  

50-52
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Cards of 
Thanks

HELP WANTED

45-52

50-52

49-52

AMERICAN WALNUT. Buying 
standing walnut timber, 25 or more.  
Call 816-232-6781 in St. Joseph for 
details.              47-tf

Old comic book collections wanted. 
402-650-2373.                              51-2

Pack Rat Storage,  Units Available.
402-245-7236.

49-TF

For Rent

Sabetha Community hoSpital iS 
aCCepting appliCationS for the 

following poSitionS:  
• Day or Night Licensed Practical Nurse: Full-time, 3 shifts a 
week from 5-5.  Responsible for patient care within assigned 
nursing unit, under supervision of Charge Nurse.

• Day or Night Registered Nurse: Full-time or part-time, 1-3 
shifts a week.  12 hour or 6 hour shifts are available.  Respon-
sible for total patient care within assigned nursing unit.

• Cardiac Rehab Asst / EOP / Safety Coordinator: Full-time, 
36 hours a week.  Responsibilities include providing care for 
cardiovascular patients, preparing the hospital for any type of 
disaster, and overseeing the employee safety program.

• Respiratory Therapist: Part-Time, 20 hours a week.  Re-
sponsible for assessing, treating, and caring for patients with 
breathing disorders.  
  
• IT Technician: Full-Time.  Day shift with some Call.  Re-
sponsible for providing technical assistance and support for 
computer hardware, software and network issues. IT Degree 
or Technical training with certifications preferred, but not nec-
essary with previous experience. 

• HR Generalist: Part-Time, 20 hours a week.  Responsible for 
performing routine tasks in the Human Resource Department.  
Tasks would include interviewing, onboarding, benefits, com-
pensation, terminations, and Work Comp.

• Rad/Sono Tech: Full-time, with approx. 6 days ON CALL 
per month.  Responsible for providing a variety of imaging 
procedures including ultrasonic diagnostic procedures.
• Cook/Dietary Assistant: Full-time.  Cook shifts are 6:30am – 
7:00 pm and Dietary Assistant shifts are 6:30am–1:00pm and 
then again 4:30pm-6:30pm and every 3rd weekend.   Job duties 
would include meal preparation for patients and staff, assisting 
the cook, cleaning dishes, and keeping department clean.

• Billing Clerk: Full-Time.  Shifts are 8:00 am to 5:30 pm and 
every 5th rotating Saturday 8 am to Noon at Physician Clinic.  
Looking for applicants with coding experience.  Will be re-
sponsible for coding and facilitating a smooth flow of patient 
billing and collections through data entry and patient assis-
tance along with other office duties.

• Home Health & Hospice RN: PRN work (as needed). RN 
will provide care to individuals who qualify for Home Health 
or Hospice services.

An excellent base salary is offered for these positions which 
includes PTO.  Benefits can include group health with dental, 
eye and a prescription drug rider, pension plan, group life in-
surance with dependent life, disability, long term care, TDA’s, 

cancer plan and numerous other benefits.
If interested in these opportunities visit the hospital’s 

website at www.sabethahospital.com or call Julie Holthaus, 
Human Resource Director at 785-284-1584.

52-1

The family of Merlin Phillips would 
like to thank everyone for their sup-
ports and prayers during Uncle Mer-
lin’s hospitalization and since his 
passing. We would like to offer a spe-
cial thanks for the Humboldt Rescue 
Squad, Community Medical Center, 
Falls City Nursing and Rehab, Todd 
Dierberger and Wherry Mortuary, 
Pastor Dorothy Smith and those who 
helped with refreshment after the ser-
vice. To the friends and neighbors who 
helped finish harvest, your thoughtful-
ness was greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, the Family of 
Merlin Phillips

52P

FALLS CITY PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS

Part-Time 
Bus Drivers

The Falls City Public Schools 
is accepting applications for 
Part-Time Bus Drivers. 
 Qualifications
• High school graduate or 

equivalent, and CDL.
• Currently don’t have your 

CDL License, but are still in-
terested in driving a bus?
FCPS will assist in training 

you.
• Nights, most weekends, 

and school vacations off.
• $21.42 per hour starting 

wage.
• Operate a school bus in 

accordance with the State of 
Nebraska laws and policies 
governed by FCPS.
Interested candidates are en-
couraged to review job de-
scription & submit an online 
application: 
https://fctigers.tedk12.com/
hire/index.aspx

EOE

52-3
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Story and photo by Brian McKim
The Falls City Tiger boys’ bas-

ketball team remained winless, 
falling to Elmwood-Murdock 43-
21 on Tuesday night at Falls City 
High School. Playing without 
leading scorer Jaxyn Strauss, Falls 
City struggled to find its footing 
on the offensive end of the court. 
The contest looked promising for 

Falls City at the start as Carson 
Bredemeier drilled a three-pointer 
to open the scoring. With 6:30 to 
play in the first, Bryson Butrick 
threw in a left-handed layup and 
put FC in front 5-2. After a couple 
of Elmwood-Murdock buckets, 
the Tigers found themselves down 
6-5, but Butrick tossed in another 
hoop off the glass and put Falls 
City back in front 7-6 with 2:00 
to play. It would be the last time 
the Tigers led in the contest. The 
Knights converted a pair of free 
throws late to take an 8-7 lead af-
ter the first quarter. 
E-M opened the second period on 

a 6-0 run to go in front 14-7 before 
Bredemeier stopped the bleeding 
by sinking 1-2 free throws with 
5:52 to play in the half. Unfortu-
nately for the Tigers, that was the 
only point of the quarter. With-
out Strauss in the lineup, Falls 
City struggled to find open looks 
at the hoop. Elmwood-Murdock 
outscored FC 15-1 to take a 23-8 
halftime lead. 
E-M opened the third on an 11-0 

run to push their advantage to 
34-8 with 3:30 to play. The Tigers 
caught fire late in the period, scor-
ing seven points in the final three 
minutes. It began with a Butrick 
drive, followed by a kiss off the 

Tigers boys shut down by Knights
glass by Bredemeier. Jon Craig 
closed out the scoring, first hit-
ting a free throw and following it 
up with a hoop in the paint. E-M 
nailed a three at the buzzer to push 
the Knights lead to 41-15. 
The Tiger defense was solid in 

the fourth, allowing only two 
points. The trouble was the deficit 
was too much to overcome. Kyle 
Eickhoff hit a bucket on an as-
sist from Rayce Farmer to make 
it 41-17 with 7:45 to play. Craig 
then converted a pair of shots from 
the charity stripe to make it 41-19. 
The game’s final bucket came on a 
drive from Alex McKim with 1:08 
to play to make the final 43-21.
The Knights outshot Falls City 

43% (18/42) to 27% (8/30). FC 
was only 1/13 from beyond the 
arc, making the first shot of the 
contest. E-M did the bulk of their 
damage in the paint, scoring 30 
of their 42 points in the lane. The 
Knights had a 27-19 rebounding 
edge and a 14-5 assist advantage. 
The Tigers turned the ball over 14 
times while forcing the Knights 
into six. 
Butrick had six points and three 

boards, while Bredemeier added 
six points and two steals. Craig 
added five points and four re-
bounds. Reid Fletcher scored 16 
points and Henry Coleman added 
15 for the Knights. 

Scoring vs. E-M
Butrick 6, Bredemeier 6, McKim 

2, Eickhoff 2, Craig 5. 
Falls City is back in action 

on Tuesday, December 28 and 
Wednesday, December 29, in the 
Weeper Water Holiday Tourna-
ment.

By Brian McKim
The Falls City Lady Tigers had their 

three-game winning streak snapped 
on Tuesday night when the Tigers 
fell to the 7-0 Elmwood-Murdock 
Knights, 55-28. 
E-M got off to a fast start, begin-

ning the game on a 10-0 run in the 
first two minutes of action. Makin-
ley Scholl put FC on the scoreboard 
with 4:50 to play after an offensive 
rebound and put back. The only oth-
er hoop of the quarter came on a trey 
by Madi Jones from the wing with 
1:45 to go in the first. The Lady Ti-
gers trailed 26-5 after the first peri-
od. After the opening eight minutes, 
the game was played fairly even. 
E-M outscored FC 10-6 in the sec-
ond period, 9-7 in the third and the 
teams played even in the fourth at 
10-10. In the second, Scholl scored 
on a layup after a Tiger steal to make 
it 30-7 with 5:15 to play in the half. 
Jones then hit a bucket in the paint 
with 45 seconds left, followed by a 
basket at the buzzer to make it 36-11 
at halftime. 
Scholl got the first points of the sec-

ond half for Falls City with a hoop 
at the midway point of the quarter. 
Jones then followed it up with a trey 
at the 2:45 mark and a shot under 
the hoop with 1:15 to go to put the 
score at 45-18 with one period left. 
Ava Armbruster got the first score 

of the fourth for FC, converting a 
step-through bucket to make it 47-
20. Next, a steal by Jones and a 
pull-up three by Ashleigh Kirkend-
all made it 47-23 with 6:30 to play. 
Armbruster nailed a triple from the 
left wing with 4:20 on the clock and 
Jones closed out the scoring with a 
drive to make the final 55-28. 

Scoring vs. Elmwood-Murdock
Jones 14, Scholl 6, A. Armbruster 

5, Kirkendall 3. 
Falls City took on Parkview Chris-

tian in the Girls A division first-
round game at the Weeping Water 
Holiday Tourney on Tuesday, De-
cember 28.

Lady Tigers run 
into buzzsaw By Brian McKim

The Sacred Heart Irish boys’ bas-
ketball team made it to the winter 
break with an unblemished record, 
downing the Tri County Trojans 
53-36 on Tuesday at Tri County 
High School. The win was of 
significance for a couple of rea-
sons. First, it pushed the top-rated 
Irish to a 6-0 record heading into 
a match-up vs. Class D1, No. 1, 
Lourdes Central in the Freeman 
Holiday Tournament. Secondly, 
it was Coach Doug Goltz’s 700th 
career win. Goltz had recently set 
the all-time win mark (695) in Ne-
braska with a win vs. Sterling. 

Sacred Heart set the tone early 
against the 5-1 Trojans, racing to 
a 17-4 lead after one period. Tri 
County finished the first, making 
1/5 shots from the field and a pair 
of free throws to account for their 
four points. Meanwhile, SH con-
verted 7/12 field goals and went 
½ from the foul line. Jakob Jordan 
and Evan Keithley each contrib-
uted five first-quarter points. 

In the second period, the Irish of-
fense went quiet, getting outscored 
8-6 but held on to a comfortable 
23-12 halftime advantage. 

In the third period, the Irish 
caught fire again, outscoring Tri 

By Brian McKim
The Sacred Heart Lady Irish left 

no doubt who was the best team 
on the court when they traveled to 
Tri County High School on Tues-
day night. The Lady Irish never 
allowed more than five points in a 
quarter as they trounced the home 
team, 62-10. 
SH held quarter leads of 28-1, 

39-3 and 57-5 in the win. The Irish 
defense forced the Lady Trojans 
into mistake after mistake, forc-
ing 28 turnovers while committing 
only ten. The Irish also shot well 
from the field, making 25/54 shots 
(46%) while Tri County made just 
4/26 (15%) of their opportunities. 
SH shot well from the foul line, 
making 7/8 and hitting 5/11 shots 
from beyond the arc. 
The first quarter set the tone for 

the contest as the Irish led by 27 
points after eight minutes. Werten-
berger had a quick start for the 
Irish, scoring nine first-quarter 
points. Littrel and Olivia Eickhoff 
each had four points in the first.
Twelve different Irish ballplay-

ers got into the scoring column on 
Tuesday night, with Rachel Mag-
danz and Jessica Wertenberger 
each dropping 11 points. Magdanz 
was a perfect 3/3 from long range 
while adding in four rebounds. 
Emma Littrel added a team-best 
eight rebounds and a blocked shot, 
while Sadie Tisdel and Lauren 
Malone each had six steals on the 
defensive end of the court. 
M. Stokebrand was the top scorer 

for Tri County with four points. 
Scoring vs. Tri County

Magdanz 11, Eickhoff 6, Olberd-
ing 1, Tisdel 8, Witt 4, Malone 2, 
Falk 2, Wertenberger 11, Lech-

Irish boys head into winter break on hot streak
County 22-12 to push their lead 
to a commanding 45-24 with only 
eight minutes left to play. Keithley 
was hot in the third, nailing 3/4 
from beyond the arc to pace the 
Irish offense. 

Tri County outscored SH 12-8 in 
the final quarter as the Irish moved 
to 6-0 with the 17-point win, 53-
36. 

SH shot 54% (22/41) from the 
floor, while Tri County hit 44% 
(12/27) of their field goals. The 
Irish finished with 12 steals and 

Lady Irish 
stifle Trojans

tenberg 3, Littrel 6, Frederick 2, 
Keller 6. 
The Irish also won a two-quarter 

JV contest, 28-5. Keller scored 11 
points and Tisdel had 10 to lead 
the Irish. 
Sacred Heart played in the Free-

man Holiday Tourney on Tuesday, 
getting a chance to avenge an ear-
ly-season loss to Lourdes Central. 
The Irish will play Freeman or 
Syracuse on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 29, at Adams. 

forced 17 turnovers while commit-
ting only three on offense. 

Keithley led SH with 14 points, 
Jordan added 13 and Joe Simon 
had 11. Jake Froeschl added seven 
assists and three steals for the Irish. 

Scoring vs. Tri County
Jordan 13, Dunn 2, Froeschl 8, 

Keithley 14, Simon 11, Nachtigal 
5.

The Irish played in the Freeman 
Holiday Tourney on Tuesday, De-
cember 28, versus Lourdes Cen-
tral.

Guard, Bryson Butrick drives to the hoop early in the game vs. Elmwood 
Murdock last week. 


