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By Nikki McKim
The FC City Council met for 

their regular meeting on Mon-
day, October 18.  
Mayor Bindle reminded the 

public of the open house meet-
ing on October 28 from noon to 
1:00 p.m. at Prichard Audito-
rium regarding the Electric Dis-
tribution Upgrade Project. The 
public is encouraged to attend. 
Pastor Jerry Yount, the former 

pastor at Barada United Meth-
odist Church, introduced The 
Richardson County House of 
Hope, a 501 c (3) non-profit cor-
poration.  
Pastor Yount said he’s been 

working with the homeless in 
the area for the past eight years. 
He said Richardson County has 
a homeless problem, specifically 
in Falls City. About five years 
ago, Pastor Yount tried to de-
velop a house where the home-
less population could have some 
transitional housing. 
This organization is planning 

to establish a house for tempo-
rary homeless persons and offer 
help and assistance to get job 
training, obtain personal docu-
mentation to assist with getting 
gainful employment and eventu-
ally establish residence on their 
own.  The house will be staffed 

Members of the First Presby-
terian Church in Shubert are 
preparing to celebrate the 150th 
Anniversary of the institution 
this weekend. 
The church was founded on 

October 30, 1871, when Elder 
Clark Braden and fourteen char-
ter members held worship in 
the King Schoolhouse (Walnut 
Grove School), two and a half 
miles east of Shubert.
In 1951 during the 80th An-

niversary of the founding, Mrs. 
Belle Harper was the last charter 
member alive.
The first pastor of the church 

was Rev. R. C. Barrow of Te-
cumseh. During the summer of 
1885, the congregation held a 
revival meeting that successful-
ly increased membership, send-
ing them on the road to forming 
a larger organization. 
At that time, H.W. Shubert of-

fered the congregation a build-
ing to use as a church and the 
first services were held in Shu-
bert. In April of 1887, the hall 
was destroyed by fire. Services 
were discontinued for three 
years.  
In the fall of 1890, J.N. Colgla-

R.C. House of Hope discussed 
and One and Six Year Plan 

approved at Council meeting
24 hours/day and will be a drug 
and alcohol-free environment 
with a zero-tolerance policy.   
The group has been working to 
seek financial support through 
grant applications, community 
support and private contribu-
tions.  
There will be five categories 

of homeless people that they 
will be looking at, men, wom-
en, families, drug compromised 
men and drug compromised 
women. 
“People who are on drugs, who 

have, for whatever reason, are 
living in houses that have been 
abandoned here in Falls City. 
Some of these houses have been 
without power and water, as you 
probably already know, for over 
a year, and these people take up 
residence in an area and they 
turn this house into a hazardous 
waste site,” said Pastor Yount. 
“It’s terrible. If you ever had the 
opportunity to visit one of these 
places you should go see them. 
Plenty of them are in town to 
take a look at. “
Pastor Yount explained that 

transitional housing is where the 
organization will take someone 
homeless and try to transition 
them into more permanent hous-

Shubert Christian Church will 
be holding the 150th Anniversary 

of its founding on October 31

(Please turn to Page 5)

Gerald “Bear” Scholl, 74, of 
Falls City, NE, passed away 
October 21, 2021 at Topeka, 
KS. He was born October 3, 
1947 at Falls City to Benjamin 
and Anna Margaret (Lippold) 
Scholl.
He married Dessie Miller on 

March 18, 1972 at Rulo, NE.
Bear was raised at Barada and 

graduated Shubert High School 
in 1965, he then attended Peru 
State Teachers College for three 
and a half years. He left school  

Longtime owner 
of Scholl 
Fertilizer 

Bear Scholl 
passes away

County Commissioners hold employee appreciation 
lunch and recognize those affected by breast cancer

By Nikki McKim; photo by Chel-
sie Alexander
The Richardson County Com-

missioners discussed getting 
all County employees together 
throughout the year for group 
lunches to say thank you for all 
their hard work. 
So in late September, they vot-

ed to close the Courthouse over 
the lunch hour for a County em-
ployee lunch event and to rec-
ognize “Breast Cancer Aware-
ness.”   
Commissioner Rick Karas 

knew this was important; being 
a people person, he often talks 
to the employees of the County 
and visits the departments to 
check in on things. 
“It’s them out there doing the 

job, so that’s important to me. 

This is kind of an appreciation-
type deal, you know. For all the 
employees,” said Karas.
But, this is important to Karas 

on a more personal level. 
“Everybody it seems has been 

affected by that in their lives, 
one way or another with some-
body they know, a family mem-
ber and staff. I think it’s just a 
good idea,” said Karas.

He’s also very involved in the 
Humboldt Cancer Garden and 
lost his mother to breast cancer 
in 1988. 
Now the Commissioners would 

like to make these get-togethers 
an annual event with a Christ-
mas party for the County em-
ployees included as well. 
“We all work together and it’s 

kind of nice to get together do-

ing things, you know, instead, 
everybody doing their own sep-
arate thing. I think that will be 
nice,” said Karas. 
Karas donated the hamburger 

for the lunch, the Road Depart-
ment donated the hamburger 

Masthead by Chelsie AlexanderMasthead by Chelsie Alexander

Falls City has a lot of homes 
that don’t get trick or treaters. 
We would like to encourage 
families to visit all the neighbor-
hoods. 

Many would love to see the 
kids after such a difficult time. 
This year after Lane Street, let’s 
focus on the community as a 
whole.  Happy Halloween!

Don’t forget the 
entire community 

this Halloween
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DOWN
1. Coalition
2. Corn Belt state
3. Drink garnish
4. Cheerlessness
5. Offered on a platter
6. *Door-to-____
7. George Gershwin’s brother
8. Plural of seta
9. Cain’s biblical brother
10. You, in bygone era
11. Uh-oh
12. Wife’s title
15. Facet
20. Actress Linda of “Dynasty” fame
22. Be nosy
24. South American wild cats
25. *Bedsheet with holes?
26. Command that follows “cut”
���������$�F�U�\�O�L�F���À�E�H�U
29. Show off
31. Low-cal
32. Skip the wedding hoopla
33. State of danger
34. *As opposed to treat
36. Small town or hamlet
38. Manufacture
42. 2:3, e.g.
45. Carnie’s domain
49. Grandmother, for short
���������5�H�Á�H�[�L�Y�H���R�I���´�L�W�µ
54. Question in dispute
���������3�D�U�D�O�O�H�O���J�U�R�R�Y�H�V
���������
�5�D�Y�H�Q�·�V���J�U�D�E�E�H�U
58. Take it easy
59. Electrical resistance units
60. Blood-related problem
61. Tangerine grapefruit hybrid
62. Castle protector
���������&�D�U�Y�H�����D�V���L�Q���V�W�R�Q�H
64. Lawyers’ league
66. “____ with their head!”

ACROSS
�������
�+�L�W�F�K�F�R�F�N�·�V�������������P�R�Y�L�H�����Z�L�W�K���7�K�H
6. Bad-mouth
9. H or O in H2O, e.g.
���������)�U�D�Q�F�H�·�V���O�R�Q�J�H�V�W���U�L�Y�H�U
���������%�D�X�[�L�W�H�����H���J��
15. Opposite of adore
16. Proprietor
17. Quaker Man’s cereal
18. Oozes
19. *Corpse
21. *Bobbing for what?, pl.
23. One time around
24. BÈbÈ’s mother
���������*�H�Q�H�U�D�O���3�R�V�W���2�I�À�F�H
28. Actuary’s concern
30. Named, in bygone era
35. Not easy
���������$�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���E�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U
���������.�L�W�F�K�H�Q���Á�R�R�U���O�D�\�H�U�"
40. Northern European capital
���������
�2�Y�H�U�O�\���F�R�Q�V�X�P�H�G���R�Q���+�D�O�O�R�Z�H�H�Q�"
43. Actress Spelling
44. Nature’s rage
46. Bangladeshi currency
47. Colossal
48. Bowling prop
50. Famous Himalayan
52. Bugling ungulate
53. Valedictorian’s spot
���������3�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�Y�H���R�I���´�L�W�µ
57. *Pennywise and Joker, e.g.
60. *Traditional Halloween garb
64. Honolulu greeting
65. Costa del ____
67. Plant fungus
68. Mild and pleasant, weather-wise
69. E.T. transporter
���������3�R�S�X�O�D�U���V�S�U�L�Q�J���Á�R�Z�H�U
71. Hole-making tools
72. Young newt
73. Country singer ____ Hill

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
“Nebraska is one big, small 

town.”
If you are here now or are from 

�K�H�U�H���� �\�R�X�·�Y�H�� �S�U�R�E�D�E�O�\�� �K�H�D�U�G�� �W�K�D�W��
before. Someone who knows 
where you are from will ask if 
you know so-and-so or are related 
to someone they know in that part 
�R�I���W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H�����,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H�Q�·�W���K�H�D�U�G��
it, at least you understand it.
�7�K�H�� �*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U�� �V�D�L�G�� �L�W�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\��

when he announced the launch 
of a $10 million national market-
ing campaign funded by federal 
CARES Act money to attract peo-
ple to come to Nebraska for jobs 
and to enjoy “the good life” that 
�W�K�H���V�W�D�W�H���F�D�Q���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H��
The Return to the Good Life 

campaign initially will be tar-
geted to audiences in the Kansas 
�&�L�W�\���� �'�H�Q�Y�H�U���� �&�K�L�F�D�J�R�� �D�Q�G�� �0�L�Q-
neapolis media markets. Those 
are major urban areas within 500 
miles of Nebraska.
�*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U���3�H�W�H���5�L�F�N�H�W�W�V���V�D�L�G���W�K�H��

state would also be testing the 
campaign in places like Silicon 
�9�D�O�O�H�\���D�Q�G���$�X�V�W�L�Q�����7�H�[�D�V��
“The Good Life is Calling” in-

cludes commercials and social 
�P�H�G�L�D�� �Y�L�G�H�R�V�� �Y�R�L�F�H�G�� �E�\�� �2�P�D�K�D��
�Q�D�W�L�Y�H���$�G�D�P�� �'�H�9�L�Q�H���� �,�W�� �D�O�V�R�� �L�Q-
cludes a website featuring Ne-
braska stories, statistics and re-
sources. In the latest report from 
the Nebraska Department of 
Labor, the state had 22,364 un-
�H�P�S�O�R�\�H�G�� �L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V���� �5�L�F�N�H�W�W�V��
noted there are currently around 
50,000 open jobs on the NE-
Works site and it’s time to let the 
world know that.
The commercials, currently 

�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H�� �D�W�� �7�K�H�*�R�R�G�/�L�I�H�L�V�&�D�O�O-
ing.com and on YouTube, will 
be broken into 30-second seg-
�P�H�Q�W�V�� �I�R�U�� �D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�L�Q�J���� �$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\��
Goins, director of the Department 
�R�I�� �(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F�� �'�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W���� �V�D�L�G����
�7�K�H�� �F�D�P�S�D�L�J�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G�� �L�Q��
�S�D�U�W�Q�H�U�V�K�L�S���Z�L�W�K���$�U�F�K�U�L�Y�D�O�����D���F�U�H-
�D�W�L�Y�H���D�J�H�Q�F�\���Z�L�W�K���D���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���U�H�D�F�K��
that is headquartered in Lincoln.
�´�:�H���K�D�Y�H���W�R���N�H�H�S���W�K�H���H�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F��

�H�Q�J�L�Q�H�� �J�R�L�Q�J���µ�� �$�U�F�K�U�L�Y�D�O�� �&�(�2��
and founder Clint Runge said. 
�´�:�H�� �E�H�O�L�H�Y�H�� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�� �F�D�Q�� �E�H�� �D�Q��
ideal landing spot for many peo-
ple looking for business opportu-
nities, to start a family or to re-
�O�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���D���E�H�W�W�H�U���F�R�V�W���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���µ
But would that necessarily be a 

�V�P�D�O�O���W�R�Z�Q���J�L�Y�H�Q���F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�V���D�E�R�X�W��
infrastructure such as internet ac-
cess, distance to medical facili-
�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J�����H�Y�H�Q���V�R�P�H���E�D-
sic quality of life things. Yes, the 
“good life” is an intriguing con-
�F�H�S�W�����%�X�W���G�H�À�Q�H���´�J�R�R�G���µ
John Mellencamp romanticized 

small towns decades ago in a 
song by that name:
“Well, I was born in a small town
�$�Q�G���,���O�L�Y�H���L�Q���D���V�P�D�O�O���W�R�Z�Q
Probably die in a small town
Oh, those small communities.”
We know those places. Ricketts 

said he hopes young Nebraskans 
�Z�K�R�� �P�D�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �O�H�I�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U��
coming back to raise their fami-
lies here. And he said Nebraska 
�V�K�R�X�O�G�� �E�H�� �D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �S�H�R�S�O�H��
who may be “looking for a bet-
ter quality of life.” Goins said the 
state is “a welcoming home for 
all walks of life.” That’s arguable.
One might naturally assume that 

major population centers would 
�E�H���P�R�U�H���D�W�W�U�D�F�W�L�Y�H���W�R���O�X�U�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q-
ees.

Mellencamp sang:
“Got nothing against a big town
Still hayseed enough to say
Look who’s in the big town
But my bed is in a small town
Oh, and that’s good enough for 

me.”
�5�L�F�N�H�W�W�V���� �*�R�L�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �5�X�Q�J�H�� �H�[-

plained that the good life call-
ing is all about welcoming com-
munities – again, arguable – and 
work-life balance and widespread 
opportunities. Then there’s lower 
�W�K�D�Q�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �D�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �F�R�V�W�V�� �R�Q��
housing, utilities, transportation 
and health costs. The commer-
cials tout things such as a smile, a 
�K�H�D�G���Q�R�G�����D���Z�D�Y�H�����D�Q�G���D���G�R�R�U���K�H�O�G��
open for you. The small things 
that make a community. The best 
state for the middle class.
I’m hopeful that this campaign 

�Z�L�O�O���P�H�H�W���W�K�H���H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���V�X�S-
�S�R�U�W�H�U�V�����,�I���W�K�H�U�H�·�V���T�X�D�Q�W�L�À�D�E�O�H���H�Y�L-
dence of success, I’d like to see it 
released to the public. 
What I’d really like to see is that 

$10 million used on tangible proj-
�H�F�W�V���W�R���U�H�Y�L�W�D�O�L�]�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�·�V���V�P�D�O�O��
towns. Helping small businesses 
�W�R���W�K�U�L�Y�H���J�L�Y�H�V���P�H���D���Z�D�U�P�H�U���I�H�H�O-
�L�Q�J���W�K�D�Q���L�Q�Y�L�W�L�Q�J���H�[���S�D�W�V���W�R���F�R�P�H��
back home. 
I will admit that I still like the 

Nebraska Tourism Commission’s 
self-deprecating 2019 campaign:  
“Nebraska. Honestly, it’s not for 
�H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���µ����

J.L. Schmidt has been covering 
Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.	

Will America protect our mothers?  
By Debra Johnston, M.D.
In medicine, we routinely ask people about their family health his-

tory. Knowing that your mother had diabetes, or that your grand-
father battled alcoholism, helps us be alert for health conditions to 
�Z�K�L�F�K���\�R�X���P�D�\���E�H���S�U�H�G�L�V�S�R�V�H�G�����6�R�P�H�W�L�P�H�V�����W�K�R�X�J�K�����Z�K�D�W���L�V���U�H�Y�H�D�O�H�G��
by those histories isn’t a medical problem, but a family tragedy. 
Earlier in my career, my older patients commonly told me that their 

�J�U�D�Q�G�P�R�W�K�H�U�����R�U���H�Y�H�Q���W�K�H�L�U���P�R�W�K�H�U�����G�L�H�G���L�Q���F�K�L�O�G�E�L�U�W�K�����7�R�G�D�\�����L�W���L�V���D�O�O��
too easy to forget just how perilous it can be to be pregnant. In the 
�H�D�U�O�\�����������V�����Q�H�D�U�O�\���R�Q�H���P�R�W�K�H�U���G�L�H�G���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\�����������O�L�Y�H���E�L�U�W�K�V�����(�Y�H�Q��
�W�R�G�D�\�����D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������Z�R�P�H�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���G�L�H���I�U�R�P���S�U�H�J-
nancy related causes EVERY DAY, and a woman’s lifetime risk of 
�G�\�L�Q�J���D�V���D���U�H�V�X�O�W���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���K�R�Y�H�U�V���D�U�R�X�Q�G���R�Q�H���L�Q�������������,�Q���V�R�P�H��
countries, that risk is around one in 20. In others, it is less than one 
in 10,000. Infants, and their older siblings, face a grim future with-
�R�X�W�� �W�K�R�V�H�� �P�R�W�K�H�U�V���� �0�D�Q�\�� �L�Q�I�D�Q�W�V�� �G�R�Q�·�W�� �V�X�U�Y�L�Y�H�� �W�R�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �À�U�V�W�� �E�L�U�W�K-
�G�D�\�V�����2�O�G�H�U���V�L�E�O�L�Q�J�V���K�D�Y�H���D�Q���L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G���U�L�V�N���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���E�H�I�R�U�H���D�J�H���À�Y�H������
�$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K�� �P�R�V�W�� �P�D�W�H�U�Q�D�O�� �G�H�D�W�K�V�� �R�F�F�X�U�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�L�Q�J�� �Z�R�U�O�G����

where access to trained birth attendants or clean birthing conditions 
�L�V���O�L�P�L�W�H�G�����W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���U�D�Q�N�V���G�L�V�W�X�U�E�L�Q�J�O�\���K�L�J�K���D�P�R�Q�J���G�H�Y�H�O-
oped nations. In fact, our rates were higher in 2017 than in 2000. 
�$���Z�R�P�D�Q�·�V���U�L�V�N���R�I���G�H�D�W�K���Y�D�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���K�H�U���D�J�H�����H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�R�F�L�R�H�F�R-
nomic status, and most dramatically, race. Black women face a risk 
of pregnancy related death more than triple that of white women, 
�D�Q�G���L�Q�G�L�J�H�Q�R�X�V���Z�R�P�H�Q���I�D�F�H���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���W�Z�L�F�H���W�K�H���U�L�V�N�����:�H�D�O�W�K����
health, and education are not enough to close these gaps. Serena 
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life-threatening pregnancy complications. More research is needed 
to understand and address these disparities, and maternal mortality 
rates in general.
Sometimes death is caused directly by a pregnancy: bleeding, ec-

�O�D�P�S�V�L�D�����H�P�E�R�O�L�V�P�V���R�I���D�P�Q�L�R�W�L�F���Á�X�L�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�R�W�K�H�U�·�V���O�X�Q�J�V�����L�Q�I�H�F-
tions. Sometimes death results from the added stress of pregnancy 
�F�R�P�E�L�Q�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���G�L�V�H�D�V�H�����:�H�D�N�H�Q�H�G���K�H�D�U�W�V�����I�R�U���H�[�D�P�S�O�H�����P�D�\��
�Q�R�W�� �P�H�H�W�� �W�K�H�� �D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �G�H�P�D�Q�G�V�� �R�I�� �S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�� �D�Q�G�� �G�H�O�L�Y�H�U�\���� �+�L�V-
�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\�����L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�]�D���K�D�V���N�L�O�O�H�G���G�L�V�S�U�R�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�W�H���Q�X�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W��
women. My own great grandmother was one of them. Similarly, a 
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�W�� �Z�R�P�D�Q�� �Z�K�R�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W�V�� �&�R�Y�L�G�� �L�V�� ������ �W�L�P�H�V�� �P�R�U�H�� �O�L�N�H�O�\�� �W�R��
die than one who doesn’t. Women who struggle with depression or 
�V�X�E�V�W�D�Q�F�H���D�E�X�V�H���P�D�\���I�D�O�O���Y�L�F�W�L�P���W�R���R�Y�H�U�G�R�V�H�V���R�U���V�X�L�F�L�G�H�V���W�U�L�J�J�H�U�H�G��
�E�\���W�K�H���V�W�U�H�V�V���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���D�Q�G���F�D�U�L�Q�J���I�R�U���D���Q�H�Z�E�R�U�Q�����'�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���Y�L�R-
lence may start or escalate during pregnancy, and too many women 
die at the hands of current or former partners. 
The good news is that nearly two thirds of maternal deaths are 
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