
Release from Sacred Heart School
The Sacred Heart High 

School Endowment would like 
to announce a recent donation 
to our endowment from the 
Gary Hunker estate. 

Gary Hunker was the only 
child of Fred and Helen (Wat-
ton) Hunker and was raised on 
a farm northwest of Rulo, Ne-
braska. Gary attended Sacred 
Heart School until 1954. 

While on the farm he enjoyed 
farming and raising livestock. 
The seed of faith was planted 
very early on by his parents.  
Gary and his parents were 
members of Immaculate Con-
ception Catholic Church in 
Rulo where Gary was member 
of the Men’s Club and worked 
various fundraisers over the 
years. He was an 
excellent carpenter 
and built the altars 
at St. Ann’s Church 
in Shubert, St. 
Mary’s Church in 
Arago, and Immac-
ulate Conception 
Church in Rulo.  As 
a parishioner, Gary 
understood that part 
of the Sunday col-
lections were for the 
operational budget of Sacred 
Heart School and he gladly 
tithed.  Gary’s father passed 
away in 1986 and upon mov-
ing to town, Gary continued 
to give to the school through 
his tithing at Sts. Peter & Paul 
Catholic Church. Gary was 
a quiet man of amazing faith 

who in later years took excep-
tional care of his mother.  Gary 
had lunch and dinner with his 
mother every day at a local 
nursing facility. Gary’s gener-
osity to the school grew stron-
ger every year and he contin-
ued to be a contributor to the 
school through the Annual 
Fund. Gary’s final harvest was 
a monetary gift in addition to 
farm ground to Sacred Heart 
High School Endowment.

Gary would be embarrassed 
by the recognition of his dona-
tions; he would instead want 
us to pray for his soul and its 
happy repose.  He did what 
he believed would be a long-
standing gift to touch the larg-
est number of people by help-
ing with the formation of our 

students and their 
spiritual life.  As 
with any endow-
ment gift, only the 
interest from Gary’s 
gift will be used for 
operational expens-
es for the school; 
the principal will 
remain in perpetu-
ity for Sacred Heart 
School to continue 

its mission: “A Fam-
ily Educating Heart, Mind, 
Body, and Spirit for this Life 
and the Next”.

This is an invitation to consid-
er supporting your local church 
or Catholic school through do-
nations of stocks, bonds, IRA’s, 
cash, grain, property, land, and 
insurance policies. 

$1.00
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Sacred Heart High School 
Endowment fund receives 

donation from Gary Hunker Estate

Gary Hunker

The regular meeting of the 
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to 
order by Vice-Chairman Caver-
zagie at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, 
September 14, 2021.  Commis-
sioner Sickel was absent.  
A discussion was held regard-

ing using a county van as an in-
mate transport vehicle and that 
some alterations will need to 
be made to the van for this use.  
The Board approved that this 
could be done to meet the cur-
rent needs of the department.  
Brian Kirkendall, EMA Direc-

tor, presented a document for 
approval of the floodplain man-
agement minimum requirements 
that satisfy 44 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR), Section 
60.3 of the National Flood In-
surance Program. Kirkendall in-
formed the Board that while of-
ficial action needs to be taken to 
approve the regulations, they do 
not become effective until Octo-
ber 7, 2021.  
Approval was passed to adopt 

the floodplain management min-
imum requirements that satisfy 
44 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) Section 60.3 of the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program. 
(Resolution Book 26, Page 31)
Resolution 2021-2022-8 to 

adopt the FY2021-2022 budget, 
and Resolution 2021-2022-9 to 
set the tax levy rate for 2021 at 
.348232, a different rate than the 
prior year of .341406. (Resolu-
tion Book 26, Page 30), The 

The Richardson County Sher-
iff’s Department is seeking in-
put from County residents re-
garding adding additional beds 
to the current Jail. 
The Richardson County Jail 

west of Falls City was built in 
2016 at a taxpayer price tag 
of approximately four million 

dollars. When the facility was 
built, initial projections showed 
that it wouldn’t need additional 
bed space until 2030. Due to 
the increased number of arrests, 
the Jail has exceeded capacity. 
This year the Sheriff’s Office 

alone has made an average of 
45 arrests a month. Fifty-two 
arrests were made in August. 
Due to the increased arrests and 
limited bed space, the Sheriff’s 
Office has been forced to trans-
port inmates to other jails. 

The Jail’s average population, 
including inmates housed in 
other facilities due to lack of 
bed space, is between 25 and 
30. 
Ideally, an additional 40 beds 

are what is being considered for 
a total of 64 beds. 
Sheriff Hardesty said a cou-

ple of weeks ago was the first 
weekend in nearly two months 
that inmates weren’t transport-
ed to or from Richardson Coun-

Richardson County Sheriffs Department 
looking for public input on Jail Addition

Photos by Standy Stalder and 
Rox Sailors of the Humboldt 
Standard
The Coronation Program, the 

annual opening ceremony of 
the Richardson County Free 
Fair and Fall Festival, was held 
on Wednesday, September 15, 
where the 2021 County king and 
queen were crowned. 
The Honorable Judge Curtis 

Maschman served as emcee and 
welcomed the eager crowd who 
were ready to celebrate four fun-
filled nights at the fair after a 
year off due to COVID. 
Serving as this year’s Junior 

Attendants were Everlynn Krei-
fel, daughter of Jeffrey and Jes-
sica Kreifel; Chet Hutton, son 
of Brett and Becca Hutton; Tal-
lon Wamsley, son of Andrew 
and Samantha Wamsley; Emma 
Cox, daughter of Justin and 

King Larry Stauffer and 
Queen Emaly Gerdes named 
royalty during the opening of 
the Richardson County fair

Shailea Cox. 
Serving as Senior Escorts were 

Aiden Worthey, son of Pandora 
and Joseph Worthey; Andrew 
Stalder, son of Aaron and Su-
sanne Stalder; Gage Schaardt, 
son of Mike and Jill Schaardt; 
Daniel Snodgrass, son of Dan 
and Sheila Snodgrass; Pressler 
Bruxellas, son of Paula and Van-
ji Bruxellas. 
This year’s Richardson Coun-

ty Fair queen candidates were 
Emaly Gerdes, daughter of Jay 
and Brooke (Bogan) Gerdes; 
Libby Standerford, daughter 
of Joe and Kim Standerford; 
Allison Vaughan, daughter of 
Jeff Vaughan; Gracie Shafer, 
daughter of Stephanie and Eric 
Schmidt and Zeb and Caitlin 
Shafer; Brooke Hain, daughter 
of Corey and Tina Hain.
This year’s Queen, Emaly 

Pearle Gerdes, 17, was crowned 
the 2021 Richardson County 
Fair queen. Gerdes is the grand-
daughter of Kellie and Gary Ra-
mer and the late Barry Bogan and 
James and Joyce Gerdes. She is 
the great-granddaughter of Jr. 
Erisman and Linda Hoover and 
the late Mary Erisman of Hum-
boldt, Pearle Gerdes and the late 
Leonard Gerdes of Auburn and 
the late Duane and MaryAnn 
Workman of Table Rock. Ema-
ly is a senior at Auburn Public 
Schools, where she participates 
in FFA, Volleyball and Soccer. 
She is the current President of 
her FFA Chapter.  She has let-
tered in Volleyball and Soccer 
all the years she has participated 
in them. Emaly shows pigs and 
cattle as part of her 4-H partici-
pation. 
After high school, she plans on 

getting a Business Ag Degree, 
coming back to the farm, and 
will continue growing her cattle 
herd.
Larry Stauffer, a long-time 

Humboldt businessman and 
Humboldt City Council mem-
ber, was named this year’s King. 
Stauffer is a long-time member 

Commissioners 
meet to approve 

use of county 
van for inmate 

transport vehicle 
and approval of 

resolutions 
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DOWN
1. Cuba Libre ingredient
2. Tel ____, Israel
3. Pueblo tribesman
4. Good will branch
5. Leveling to the ground
6. Congregation’s echo
7. *Mitch’s husband in “Modern Family”
8. Accustom
9. Long, long time
10. Baby container
11. German currency
12. Old World duck
15. The ____, an English rock band from the 
‘80s
20. Goodbye to amiga
22. Marching insect
24. Classroom attendee
���������
�3�D�W�U�L�F�N�·�V���À�D�Q�F�H���R�Q���´�6�F�K�L�W�W�·�V���&�U�H�H�N�µ
26. Dig, so to speak
27. King of the gods in Wagner’s “Das Rhe-
ingold”
29. Barber shop sound
31. Civil Rights icon
32. Ancient city in Africa
33. *Javen’s companion on “Temptation Is-
land” or Lamb Chops’ puppeteer
34. *Marge Simpson’s husband
36. Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence
38. Kind of gin
42. Follow as a consequence
45. Bald Eagle to Americans, e.g.
49. Old Man’s turf, according to Hemingway
51. Capital of the Republic of Macedonia
54. Fraternity letter
56. Trial’s partner
57. Like a doily
58. Paella pot
59. Big cat sound
60. Blyton or Bagnold
61. Like a bloody horror movie
62. Romantic painter Francisco ____
63. December 24 and 31, e.g.
66. *Jim’s co-worker and wife on “The Of-
�À�F�H�µ
68. Type of poem

ACROSS
1. Sweeney Todd’s weapon
6. It’s in the hole?
9. Plural of #6 Across
13. Soft palate dangler
14. Each one for himself?
15. Red Cross supply
16. Short skirts
17. Flightless bird
18. Wavelike patterned silk
19. *Philip Banks’ wife
21. *Dre Johnson’s wife on “Black-ish” 
and occasional site around rain storm
23. 31st of the month, e.g.
24. E-mailed
25. Digital audio workstation
28. Essence of idea
30. Mouth infection
35. Fusses
37. Burden or load
���������2�I�À�F�L�D�O���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���R�I���/�H�V�R�W�K�R
40. Choose politically
41. Sashay
43. Thailand, formerly
44. All worked up
46. One assigned menial work
47. Rancher’s unit
48. Blue jeans
50. Famous Scottish lake
���������$���F�D�X�V�H���R�I���L�Q�Á�D�W�L�R�Q
53. Number one
55. Israel Kamakawiwo’ole’s guitar
57. *Stars Hollow Luke’s love interest
61. *Louise Jefferson’s husband
64. Like a solitaire player
���������*�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���3�U�L�Q�W�L�Q�J���2�I�À�F�H
67. Home to BYU
69. Request to Geico
70. Calendar mo.
71. Gladdened
72. 36 inches
73. *Jake and ____ of “Brooklyn Nine-
Nine”
74. Rub off

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
You might want to write this on 

the calendar, I agree with Nebraska 
Governor Pete Ricketts that Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s sweeping new vac-
cine requirement is overreaching 
and should be challenged in court.
Yes, I am fully vaccinated and still 

wear a mask. I have had Covid and 
the monoclonal antibodies that kept 
me out of the hospital. I prefer the 
science over the politics. I lost three 
friends to the dreaded disease. Co-
vid is real. 
While I wish everybody would just 

get the damn shot, I do support the 
planned pushback by Nebraska’s 
attorney general and his colleagues 
in other states who believe the fed-
eral government is overstepping its 
authority by mandating that all em-
ployers with more than 100 workers 
require them to be vaccinated or test 
for the virus weekly. That’s about 80 
million Americans. Likewise, about 
17 million workers at health facili-
ties that receive federal Medicare or 
Medicaid will have to be fully vac-
cinated.
“This is really going to create huge 

problems for all small businesses 
and for our American workers. And 
again, you shouldn’t have to make 
the choice of keeping your job or 
getting a jab in the arm,” Ricketts 
said. 
To his credit, Ricketts has encour-

aged people to get vaccinated and 
wear masks but has resisted man-
dates to do either. The seven-day 
rolling average of new cases in 
Nebraska has risen considerably in 
recent weeks because of the highly 
contagious delta variant of the virus. 
Ricketts calls the Biden action “a 

stunning violation of personal free-
dom and abuse of the federal gov-
ernment’s power. This plan isn’t 
about public health — this is about 
government control and taking away 
personal liberties,” the governor 
said in a news release. “Americans, 
not the federal government, are re-
sponsible for taking charge of their 
personal health. “It is not the role of 
the federal government to mandate 
their choices.”
Interestingly, more than 100 years 

ago the U.S. Supreme Court spoke 
to the constitutionality of a vaccine 
mandate. The 1904 case involved 
Swedish immigrant Henning Jacob-
son, a 50-year-old minister who had 
suffered a bad reaction to vaccine as 
an infant in Sweden and struggled 
for years with an angry rash. Since 
he was now an American citizen liv-
ing in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
he felt that he had the full protec-
tions of the U.S. Constitution.
So, when the Cambridge board of 

health decided that all adults must 
be vaccinated for smallpox, Jacob-
son sought refuge in the Constitu-
tion’s promise that no state shall 
“deprive any person of life, liberty 
or property without due process of 
law.” His challenge made it to the 
high court.  
In deciding the matter on a 7-2 rul-

ing, the court’s majority wrote that 
one man’s liberty cannot deprive his 
neighbors of their own liberty — in 
this case by allowing the spread of 
disease. “There are manifold re-
straints to which every person is 
necessarily subject for the common 
good,” read the majority opinion. 
“On any other basis, organized so-

ciety could not exist with safety to 
its members. Society based on the 
rule that each one is a law unto him-
self would soon be confronted with 
disorder and anarchy.”
Jacobson’s claim should sound fa-

miliar to vaccine skeptics who say 
they have the personal liberty under 
the U.S. Constitution to decide for 

themselves whether to take the shot. 
It’s the same argument about free-
dom from government interference 
that Ricketts and other Republican 
governors are making. The question 
of whether that freedom includes re-
fusing a legally mandated Covid-19 
vaccine has yet to come before the 
Supreme Court — or any court. 
But if it does, the 117-year-old case 
would be the standing legal prec-
edent. 
While we’re dealing with a dif-

ferent medical landscape and the 
politics of a divided nation, today’s 
justices would have to consider 
the words of Justice John Marshall 
Harlan from 1904 who concluded  
“Real liberty for all could not exist 
under the operation of a principle 
which recognizes the right of each 
individual person to use his own, 
whether in respect of his person or 

his property, regardless of the injury 
that may be done to others.”
Legal experts say Biden’s new vac-

cine intervention for private busi-
nesses marks a dramatic step that is 
within his authority. Given the mul-
tiple threats of lawsuits from GOP 
governors and the Republican Na-
tional Committee, expect some de-
lays. It will likely be weeks before 
the rule is written and several weeks 
more before companies will be re-
quired to comply.
Then, there’s the matter of enforc-

ing it.
But hey, you can help. You are free 

to wear a mask, get vaccinated, and 
wash your hands. 
J.L. Schmidt has been covering 

Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.	

Last week when I received my copy of the Humboldt Standard, I was so 
excited. It was the annual Richardson County Fair edition and besides being 
one of my favorite events of the year, the theme is one of my favorite topics. 
“The Roaring Twenties.” The issue was such a fun read with all the informa-
tion on the twenties. Great job, Rox and crew! 
�,���Z�D�V���D�V�N�H�G���W�R���M�R�L�Q���D���Z�R�P�H�Q�·�V���Z�U�L�W�L�Q�J���J�U�R�X�S���D�E�R�X�W���F�O�D�V�V�L�F���À�O�P�V���R�U���F�O�D�V�V�L�F��
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friend Jill knows everything there is to know about Fredric March, politics 
�D�Q�G���$�W�O�D�Q�W�D���E�D�V�H�G���À�O�P�V�����:�H���N�Q�R�Z���.�D�W�H���L�V���W�K�H���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���R�Q���$�O�D�L�Q���'�H�O�R�Q���D�Q�G��
�H�Y�H�U�\�W�K�L�Q�J���P�D�G�H���L�Q���W�K�H���V�L�[�W�L�H�V�����%�X�W���Z�K�D�W���Z�D�V���P�\���K�R�R�N�"���0�\���À�O�P���W�D�V�W�H���L�V���D�O�O��
over the place. During quarantine, my comfort movies were Beerfest, Sun-
day in New York and Bridges of Madison County. Three incredibly different 
movies-one is admittedly terrible, but rules don’t apply during a pandemic. 
As I was going through old papers to research the 1918 Pandemic, I started 

to come across a few articles about Spangler Brugh. 
I started to collect a wealth of information on the man who would lat-

er change his name to Robert Taylor and become a massive Hollywood 
star. The articles that ran boasted about Mr. Brugh’s talents in local shows. 
Knowing who he was, I jotted down some notes. 
Out of curiosity, I looked up a few other Nebraskans who I could write 

about. I became engrossed in the talent from our little corner of the world. 
We produced people like Darryl F. Zanuck, Montgomery Clift, Marlon 
Brando, Fred Astaire and his sister Adele Astaire and Henry Fonda, whose 
love of The Omaha Playhouse amazed me. 
Naturally, my favorite Nebraska boy is Harold Lloyd. One of my friends 

once said, “I love that you always drop Harold Lloyd or random Nebraska 
facts on us,” and I guess I do. That’s my hook. 
�7�K�H���I�D�F�W�V���,�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V���G�U�R�S���R�Q���P�\���F�O�D�V�V�L�F���À�O�P���I�U�L�H�Q�G�V���D�U�H���W�K�H�V�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O��

come full circle to Humboldt, I promise. 
�/�O�R�\�G�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �À�I�W�K�� �F�H�O�H�E�U�L�W�\�� �D�Q�G�� �À�U�V�W�� �F�R�P�H�G�L�D�Q�� �W�R�� �O�H�D�Y�H�� �K�L�V�� �K�D�Q�G�� �D�Q�G��

footprints at Grauman’s Chinese Theater. Conway Twitty’s given name 
was Harold Lloyd Jenkins after the great comedian himself.  In Dumb and 
Dumber, the title character’s names are Harry and Lloyd, after our local guy.
And he once lived in Humboldt. I think that is so cool. 
Can you imagine young Harold Lloyd resting under a tree in the Town 

Square in between selling popcorn at the train depot? Humboldt was cel-
ebrating the roaring twenties this past weekend and one of the most famous 
men of the twenties lived there for a while. Now, well over 110 years or so 
years later, we’re sitting watching the free acts, eating nachos, chili, pie or 
hamburgers in that same square. I love history; It’s wild. 

After writing about it last week, I’ve had a few people ask how I’m getting 
along with my eating issues and Parosmia. 
�/�D�V�W���Z�H�H�N���,���K�D�G���ö���R�I���D���K�D�P�E�X�U�J�H�U�����,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���,�·�Y�H���K�D�G���D���K�D�P-

burger in six months. I cried as I ate it and it was magical. The day after that, 
everything tasted awful, even my trusty boiled potatoes were disgusting. It 
felt like I took ten steps forward and one hundred steps back. 
�7�K�H�Q���,���K�D�G���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���G�H�O�L�F�L�R�X�V���O�X�Q�F�K���G�L�Q�Q�H�U���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�H���E�\���0�D�U�\��

Wissman and my spirits were raised again. She brought me chocolate chip 
cookies to make up for the chili I wouldn’t be able to have at the fair. I still 
missed my chili, but having excellent chocolate chip cookies to look for-
ward to made it much easier. 
Saturday night, I went to help out with the Fall TouSha3 Boutique Fashion 

Show up in Auburn. After the show, a few of us went to get some dinner. 
What was once the highlight of my evenings is now one of three times of 
�G�D�\���W�K�D�W�·�V���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���G�U�H�D�G��
I was with my sister and a group of some women I’d just met. My anxiety 

was pretty high. I didn’t want to wear a nose plug and look like a complete 
moron and embarrass my sister, but I also didn’t want to feel nauseous if 
they ordered something that didn’t agree with my sense of smell. (A mask 
�R�Q�O�\���E�O�R�F�N�V���V�R���P�X�F�K���Z�K�H�Q���L�W���F�R�P�H�V���W�R���V�P�H�O�O�V�������7�K�H���À�U�V�W���R�U�G�H�U���Z�D�V���J�D�U�O�L�F��
cheese sticks; the second was nachos with peppers and onions and so on. All 
things I knew from experience that I couldn’t handle. I was nervous. 
My sister very calmly and sweetly let this group of women know that I 

had this issue and I may or may not be bothered by what they were having. 
�(�D�F�K���R�I���W�K�H�V�H���O�R�Y�H�O�\���S�H�R�S�O�H�����V�R�P�H���R�I���Z�K�R���,���P�H�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���W�K�D�W���G�D�\����
were so kind and generous and did everything they could to make me feel 
comfortable. 
Nobody judged or made fun of me. Nobody told me it was in my head or I 

was “crazy.” Nobody laughed. Nobody told me it was something that I had 
�F�R�Q�M�X�U�H�G���X�S���R�Q���P�\���R�Z�Q���R�U���G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�H�G���I�R�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q�����,�W���Z�D�V���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���,���I�H�O�W��
�F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���´�V�L�W�X�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���R�X�W�V�L�G�H���R�I���P�\���K�R�P�H���R�U���R�I�À�F�H���D�Q�G���,���F�D�Q�·�W��
thank those women enough. 

Norm Macdonald passed away last week. People around my age grew up 
with Norm as the Anchor of Weekend Update on Saturday Night Live. Ev-
ery generation has a cast or anchor that’s there’s; Macdonald was mine. 
I’ve always held quite a soft spot for that guy and those dimples. When the 
�Q�R�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���S�R�S�S�H�G���X�S���W�K�D�W���K�H���S�D�V�V�H�G���D�Z�D�\���D�I�W�H�U���D���S�U�L�Y�D�W�H���Q�L�Q�H���\�H�D�U���E�D�W�W�O�H��
with cancer, I gasped out loud. My heart broke a little. Every since I was a 
teenager, I’ve been drawn to him and his dry delivery. To this day, I quote 
�K�L�V���À�O�P���'�L�U�W�\���:�R�U�N���D�W���O�H�D�V�W���R�Q�F�H���H�Y�H�U�\���I�H�Z���Z�H�H�N�V�����,�W�·�V���D���P�R�Y�L�H���,�·�Y�H���T�X�R�W�H�G��
�U�H�J�X�O�D�U�O�\���V�L�Q�F�H���W�K�H���P�R�P�H�Q�W���,���À�U�V�W���Z�D�W�F�K�H�G���L�W�����+�H�·�V���W�K�D�W���J�U�H�D�W���D�Q�G���,���W�K�L�Q�N���K�H�·�V��
just that funny. 
He never cared what anyone thought. Some people hated that about him 

and I’ll admit that it turned me off from time to time, but he always won me 
back. I’ll miss the heck out of him and how hard I’d laugh when he popped 
�X�S���L�Q���D�Q�\���À�O�P���R�U���V�K�R�Z����
Now that he’s gone, the only person who could rival his delivery? You 

guessed it, Frank Stallone. 


