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Nearly 3,000 people were killed on September 11, 2001. It was the single 
largest loss of life resulting from a foreign attack on American soil. Source: 9/11 Museum & Memorial September 11, 2001 

By Nikki McKim; Chelsie Alexander 
contributed to this story
On the morning of September 11, 

2001, 19 terrorists hijacked four 
commercial airplanes bound for 
California. The planes departed 
from airports in Boston; Newark, 
NJ; and Washington, D.C. Septem-
ber 11 would become an infamous 
date in American and world history, 
and the events of that day would for-
ever change the world. As the world 
commemorates the 20th anniver-
sary of 9/11, the following timeline, 
courtesy of the National September 
11 Memorial and Museum, can help 
people fully understand how events 
unfolded on that late-summer morn-
ing two decades ago.

5:45 a.m.
 Two of the hijackers pass through 

security at Portland International 
Airport in Maine. The men will take 
a short flight to Boston Logan In-
ternational Airport, where they will 
join three other hijackers and board 
American Airlines Flight 11.

6:00 a.m 

Two of the hijacked planes, Amer-
ican Airlines Flight 11 and United 
Airlines Flight 175, will eventu-
ally crash into the North and South 
Towers of the World Trade Center 
complex in New York City. The 
day was a significant one on the 
New York City political calendar, 
as polling stations opened at 6 a.m. 
for primary elections.

7:59 a.m.
American Airlines Flight 11 takes 

off from Boston with 11 crew mem-
bers, 76 passengers and five hijack-
ers on board. The plane, which will 
eventually crash into the North 
tower at the World Trade Center, is 
filled with more than 76,000 pounds 
of fuel.

8:15 a.m.
United Airlines Flight 175 takes 

off from Boston with nine crew 
members, 51 passengers, and five 
hijackers on board. This flight also 
is loaded with 76,000 pounds of 
fuel.

8:19 a.m.
American Airlines ground person-

nel are alerted by flight attendant 
Betty Ann Ong that Flight 11 is be-
ing hijacked. This call lasts roughly 
25 minutes and Ong reports that the 
cockpit is unreachable. In the mo-
ments before Ong’s call, one of the 
hijackers stabbed Daniel M. Lewin, 
who was sitting in front of him in 
first class. Lewin is likely the first 
person killed in the 9/11 attacks.

8:20 a.m.
American Airlines Flight 77 takes 

off from Washington Dulles In-
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ternational Airport. The flight has 
49,900 pounds of fuel and is carry-
ing six crew members, 53 passen-
gers and five hijackers.

8:21 a.m.
The transponder on Flight 11 is 

turned off. This device is meant to 
allow air traffic controllers to iden-
tify and monitor the flight path of a 
plane.

8:24 a.m.
One of the hijackers of Flight 11 

unwittingly broadcasts a message to 
air traffic controllers alerting them 
to the attacks. The hijacker was at-
tempting to communicate with pas-
sengers and crew within the cabin.

8:30 a.m.
 Around this time, roughly 80 peo-

ple have already begun gathering on 
the 106th floor of the North Tower 
of the World Trade Center for a fi-
nancial technology conference. The 
conference is one of many events on 
the Trade Center schedule that day.

8:37 a.m.
The Boston Air Traffic Control 

Center alerts the military that a hi-
jacking is under way. 

8:42 a.m.
United Airlines Flight 93 takes off 

from Newark International Airport. 
The flight was due to take off at 
roughly the same time as the other 
hijacked planes, but was delayed 
due to routine traffic. Seven crew 
members, 33 passengers and four 
hijackers are on board. The flight is 
filled with 48,700 pounds of fuel.

8:46 a.m.
Five hijackers crash Flight 11 into 

floors 93 through 99 of the North 
Tower of the World Trade Center. 
Hundreds, including everyone on 
board the flight, are killed instantly. 
The crash severs all three emergen-
cy stairwells, trapping hundreds of 
people above the 91st floor.

8:46 a.m.
Police, paramedics and firefighters 

are sent to the North Tower. 
8:50 a.m.

While visiting an elementary 
school in Florida, U.S. President 
George W. Bush is notified that a 
small plane has hit the North Tower. 

8:52 a.m.
A flight attendant aboard Flight 

175 reaches a United Airlines opera-
tor in San Francisco and reports the 
flight is being hijacked. By 9 a.m., 
various passengers on Flight 175 
have called family members.

8:55 a.m.
The Port Authority informs people 

inside the South Tower via a public 
address system that the building is 
secure and there is no need to evacu-
ate.

8:59 a.m.
The Port Authority Police Depart-

ment orders both towers evacuated. 
One minute later Captain Anthony 
Whitaker expands the order to in-
clude all civilians in the entire World 
Trade Center complex.

9:02 a.m.
An evacuation order is broadcast in 

the South Tower.
9:03 a.m.

Five hijackers crash Flight 175 into 

The Richardson County Board 
of Commissioners met on Tues-
day, August 31, 2021. 
The Board met with Highway 

Superintendent Steve Darveau 
to review the business within the 
Road and Bridge Department.  
Darveau presented quotes from 
Nebraska Machinery Compa-
ny, Lincoln and Murphy Trac-
tor and Equipment, Lincoln, to 
purchase a motor grader.   All 
quotes were provided through 
the 2021 Sourcewell Contract 
or through Nebraska State con-
tracts.  Darveau recommended 
that the Board consider pur-
chasing a 2021 CAT 140 Tan-
dom for the 2021 Sourcewell 
Contract #032119-CAT price of 
$231,600.00.   The Board will 
consider this purchase at the 
next meeting.
Denny Macomber, Director of 

the NE Jail, attended the meet-
ing at the request of the Board 
and Sheriff to review options 
that could be considered to in-
crease inmate capacity at the 
Jail. Inmates are being held at 
the Nemaha County jail due to 
the Richardson County jail be-
ing at capacity, which has 24 
beds. 
Grant Brueggemann, Execu-

tive Director of the SE District 
Health Department, met with the 
Board to request consideration 
be given to allocate a certain 
percentage of the ARPA funds 
that Richardson County has re-
ceived to assist with the South-
east District Health Department.  
The organization requests each 

of the five counties to consider 
allocating at least 10 percent of 
the ARPA funds received to the 
SE District Health Department.  
Richardson County’s allocation 
would be $152,768.00.  
The organization would plan 

to use a portion of these funds 
to make improvements to the 
current facilities. The Commis-
sioners agreed to consider the 
request when more definitive 
guidelines are received from the 
federal government for the ex-
penditure of the ARPA funds.  
The Board reviewed with Aus-

tin Duerfeldt by Zoom the pos-
sibility to provide services to 
Richardson County as a consul-
tant for the Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery 
Funds/SLFRF part of the ARPA 
funds of 2021.   The Board will 
review this further. Duerfeldt 
also informed the Board that he 
serves as the financial coordi-
nator for the Southeast District 
Health Department.  

SE District 
Health Dept. 

requests 
allocation of 

percentage 
of County’s 

ARPA 
funds for 

improvements

Falls city
Journal 
awarded 

NE Press Award
The Falls City Journal was 

awarded a Nebraska Press Asso-
ciation Better Newspaper Con-
test and Sweepstakes Award.
The winners were announced 

this summer. Due to the pan-
demic, winners were announced 
by video presentation. Many 
newspapers had “watch parties” 
to view the video and celebrate 
their wins.
A third place award went to 

Nikki McKim for In-Depth 
Writing. 

Dr. Tom Bartek received an electric meter lamp award, presented 
by Jerry Koopman for serving as a member of the Board of Public 

Dr. Bartek retires from Board 
of Public Works after 17 years

Works for the Falls City Utilities 
for 17 years. Dr. Bartek was in-
strumental in many of the utility 
improvements both infrastruc-
ture and equipment that occurred 
during his tenure. 
“I was able in my position to 

work with him [Dr. Bartek] for 
three and a half years and really 
appreciate his knowledge, opin-
ion and leadership with regards 
to the City of Falls City and the 
Utility Department,” said Ray 
Luhring, Utility Superintendent.
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DOWN
1. Current tense of “had”
2. All over again
3. Eczema symptom
4. Second shot
5. Corporate department
6. Salpae, sing.
7. Type of coffee maker
8. Elizabeth McGovern’s “Downton Ab-
bey” role
9. Inspiring horror
10. As opposed to outs
12. Capital of Zambia
13. Bruce Wayne’s ____ was Batman
14. *Message under a post
19. Bootlicker
22. Da, to a Russian
23. *Done to social media past before ap-
plying for job?
24. Feudal lord
25. Haile Selassie’s disciple
26. Gym exercises
27. Comedy Central’s “critique”
28. Dolby Theatre to Oscars
29. Often considered wise
32. *Video blog
33. Charge carrier
36. *Audio series
38. Killed, like dragon
40. Big bang maker
41. Permeate
44. I to Greeks, pl.
46. Sheet music line, pl.
48. Basketry stick
49. Clark Kent actor Christopher
50. Black, yellow and chocolate dogs
51. Parking spot for a boat
52. Bone in human forearm
53. *Bernie wearing mittens, e.g.
54. *Do this before posting?
55. Chronic drinker
58. It’s open to interpretation

ACROSS
1. The American Tribal Love-Rock Musi-
cal
5. Hallucinogenic drug
8. Some special effects, acr.
11. Chip in Vegas
12. Cordelia’s father in Shakespeare play
13. One in squirrel’s stash
15. Dissenting clique
16. Tangerine/grapefruit hybrid
17. Type of lemur
18. *Popular messenger
20. Mosque prayer leader
21. Down Under marsupial
22. Thanksgiving serving
23. *100 days of snapping, e.g.
26. Military’s inactive force
30. Repeated Cuban dance step
31. The Kinks’ lead singer, a.k.a. godfather 
of Britpop
34. Late December season
35. Rough, as in voice
37. Chop off
38. Stephen King’s “The ____”
39. “Do ____ others...”
40. Strep throat organ
42. File a suit
43. Sewing pearls on a wedding gown, e.g.
45. One with authority
47. Army bed
48. Space path
50. Law school test acronym
���������
�8�Q�L�T�X�H���V�R�F�L�D�O���P�H�G�L�D���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�U
55. Latin dance
56. “Place” in French
57. Sacred Hindu writings
59. Post-mortem bios
60. Actress Campbell
61. African chieftain
62. Recipe amt.
63. Nirvana’s “Come as You ____”
64. Badger’s den

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
There was a time when serving 

on the local school board was a 
position of honor for businessmen 
and women, retired educators and 
sometimes people with aspira-
�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���D���K�L�J�K�H�U���R�I�À�F�H�����1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���D�U�H���À�O�O�H�G���Z�L�W�K���W�K�R�V�H��
stories and those people.
But that was before the can-

cel culture and woke attitudes. 
The combination has resulted in 
downright chaos in some school 
districts where school board meet-
ings have become hotbeds for de-
bate and protest over mask man-
dates and other cultural trends. 
Some school boards face recall 
based on decisions and policies 
they have made.
Cancel culture is the practice 

of publicly rejecting, boycotting 
or ending support for particular 
people or groups because of their 
socially or morally unacceptable 
views in some people’s opinion. 
In other words, certain mem-
bers of the public have appointed 
themselves the arbiters of right 
and wrong.
Woke is a term in the United 

States that originally referred to 
awareness about racial prejudice 
and discrimination. It eventually 
came to encompass an awareness 
of other issues of social inequality 
such as gender and sexual orienta-
tion.
�1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�·�V�� �W�R�S�� �H�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O����

Secretary of State Bob Evnen, 
said he doesn’t think the rising 
discontent with school boards – 
�D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���E�R�G�L�H�V���²���U�H�Á�H�F�W�V��
a change in Nebraskans. 
�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�Q�J�� �R�Q�� �K�L�V�� �P�R�V�W�O�\�� �X�Q-

eventful eight years on the State 
Education Board, Evnen said it’s 
not the opinions of the citizens 
that have changed; it’s the pro-
posals of the board members that 
have changed.
“What is happening is there is an 

increasing number of people who 
are looking at some of our elected 
�R�I�À�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �D�V�N�L�Q�J���� �¶�+�R�Z�� �G�R�� �Z�H��
elect people who are more in line 
with what we believe is the right 
path to take? “he said.
Aye, there’s the rub. Determin-

ing right from wrong. As Ted 
Lasso would say, “doing the right 
thing is never the wrong thing.” 
Remember, we learned right and 
wrong from our parents, Sunday 
School teachers and public or pri-
vate school teachers. Many of us 
studied the topic in college. 
So, is the attitude change a re-

sult of the George Floyd death at 
the hands of a Minneapolis police 
�R�I�À�F�H�U�� �D�Q�G���R�U�� �W�K�H�� �S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F�"�� �$�O�O��
we can say for sure is that before 
�W�K�H�V�H�� �H�Y�H�Q�W�V���� �S�D�U�H�Q�W�V�� �U�D�U�H�O�\�� �À�O�O�H�G��
school board meetings unless an 
extracurricular activity or a gifted 
program was getting cut.
The agitated public is not only 

packing boardrooms, but they 
have become loud and rowdy. 
�6�F�K�R�R�O�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�G�G�H�G�� �V�H-
curity to meetings, controlled the 
length of time people can speak 
and ordered some uncoopera-
tive people removed for violating 
rules.
National analysts say Nebraska 

is not alone in facing these prob-
lems. John Halpin, senior fellow 
at the Center for American Prog-
ress, said many of the battles in 
the states are more an outcome of 
America’s never-ending culture 

wars and ideological polarization 
“fueled by daily consumption of 
�L�Q�Á�D�P�P�D�W�R�U�\�� �Q�H�Z�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�R�F�L�D�O��
media.”
He said “everyone has an exam-

ple of some moral outrage in the 
schools or communities that drive 
them to express themselves in fo-
rums such as school board meet-
ings. The fact that this involves 
what kids may be learning or not 
learning makes people even more 
intense in their thoughts and feel-
ings about it.”
Jon Valant, senior fellow at the 

Brookings Institution, said these 
battles are going to affect who 
runs local school boards in “ways 
that I don’t think are very healthy. 
I think we’re going to see some 
really extreme candidates who are 

running on issues that are really 
irrelevant to the day-to-day” con-
cerns of school districts.
A senior fellow at the Heritage 

Foundation, Mike Gonzales, said 
he doesn’t think that parents are at 
fault for being aggressive. School 
board members have operated 
under the radar for decades with 
little scrutiny from their constitu-
ents, so they aren’t accustomed 
to being challenged — either at 
meetings or at the polls. 
Remember when school was all 

about reading, writing and arith-
metic? Makes one yearn for the 
old days. 
J.L. Schmidt has been covering 

Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.	

REsPECT PEOPLE’s CHOICEs
By Andrew Ellsworth, M.D.
This summer I attended the celebration of life service for Dr. Rick Holm, 

the original Prairie Doc who founded this newspaper column, a radio show 
and a television show now entering its twentieth season. He died from pan-
creatic cancer in March of 2020 during the early days of the Covid-19 pan-
demic and thus there was no public service at the time.
Many friends and family gathered to celebrate Rick. We sat on lawn chairs, 

shared tales, and sang songs in a beautiful park on a gorgeous evening. We 
recalled stories of him being notoriously late, knocking over wine glasses 
with his large hand gestures, and mistakenly eating potpourri thinking it 
was trail mix. Themes emerged of Rick’s amazing ability to accomplish so 
�P�X�F�K���L�Q���D���G�D�\�����K�L�V���V�N�L�O�O���I�R�U���D�F�W�L�Y�H���O�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J�����D�Q�G���K�L�V���S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���À�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
best in people. 
His children shared memories of their dad, including their family bedtime 

prayer “Help us to be kind and honest and respect people’s choices, and 
help us to be better people tomorrow.” Rick crafted that prayer from the 
Hippocratic Oath, the promise that doctors make when they complete their 
training and before they begin their careers. The oath emphasizes the medi-
�F�D�O�� �H�W�K�L�F�V�� �S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V�� �R�I�� �E�H�Q�H�À�F�H�Q�F�H�� ���W�R�� �G�R�� �J�R�R�G������ �D�Q�G�� �Q�R�Q�P�D�O�H�À�F�H�Q�F�H�� ���W�R��
�G�R���Q�R���K�D�U�P�������D�Q�G���W�K�H���L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W���D�X�W�R�Q�R�P�\�����W�R���U�H�V�S�H�F�W���S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V��
�F�K�R�L�F�H�V�������/�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���W�K�H���+�R�O�P���E�H�G�W�L�P�H���S�U�D�\�H�U�����,���U�H�D�O�L�]�H�G���K�R�Z���W�K�H���R�D�W�K���K�D�G��
taken on new meaning for me this past year as I observed people choos-
ing to get vaccinated for Covid-19, or not. As a primary care physician, I 
know Rick would have recommended vaccination for all who are eligible. 
He was a proponent of preventative care and vaccines help prevent disease. 
Rick would have listened with kindness to the concerns of each patient. He 
would have explained with honest science how the vaccine works and how 
the risk of a severe reaction from the vaccine is greatly outweighed by the 
�E�H�Q�H�À�W�V���R�I���E�H�L�Q�J���Y�D�F�F�L�Q�D�W�H�G�����V�X�F�K���D�V���U�H�G�X�F�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�K�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�H�U�L�R�X�V���L�O�O�Q�H�V�V��
and complications from Covid-19.  Just as my colleagues and I promise to 
�G�R�����5�L�F�N���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���F�D�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���E�H�Q�H�À�F�H�Q�F�H���I�R�U���K�L�V���S�D�W�L�H�Q�W�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H�U�H���V�L�F�N��
with Covid-19, even if they refused the vaccine. He would have respected 
�W�K�H�L�U�� �F�K�R�L�F�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�H�O�G�� �W�K�H�L�U�� �K�D�Q�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Q�R�� �P�D�O�H�À�F�H�Q�F�H���� �Q�R�� �M�X�G�J�H�P�H�Q�W���� �R�U��
condescendence. At the same time, he would have celebrated with a Snoopy 
dance those who choose to get vaccinated, those who choose to quit smok-
ing, to start exercising, and to eat healthier. As we carry his legacy into 
another decade, we continue the message of The Prairie Doc, “Stay healthy 
out there, people!”
 Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physicians 

and currently practices family medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. 


