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(L-R): Larry Strecker, Alex Rathje, Trevis Keller, Joel Thompson, Eddie Fritz, Kyle Siekman, Marc Ramsey

and Shawn Thompson.

“KYLE IS ALWAYS THE
HIGHLIGHT OF MY DAY

Near the end of each summer,
the Gas Department goes out for
a meal to treat the summer help
before heading back to college.
This year the Department had
an extraordinary guest for their
end-of-the-summer dinner.

Kyle Siekman “joined the
crew” this year and was award-
ed a “Gas Department Volunteer
of The Year” certificate.

The Falls City Gas Department
started their summer construc-
tion project this year near the
beginning of May. The project
was in Kyle Siekman’s alley.
Every morning before Siekman
went to work at the High School
cafeteria; he would visit the al-
ley, curious at what the Depart-
ment was doing. As the project
progressed down his alley and
to the alley south of his, he con-
tinued to visit. Once school was
out and he would arrive at the
job site at 7:00 a.m. staying until
10:00 a.m., then he would leave,
returning at 1:00 until the men
called it a day.

Siekman would pack a cooler
for the crew with water, reward
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members with a bottle when
he felt they worked ‘especially
hard,” and even occasionally
bring snacks. As the summer
progressed, Siekman became in-
terested in the process of the gas
main and service line replace-
ment project.

“He would walk with me
throughout the block as I marked
out all the new service lines and
learned what all the symbols
meant that I would spray paint
on the ground,” stated Gas Su-
perintendent Marc Ramsey. “At
this point, it seemed appropriate
to give Kyle an extra safety vest
we had. He took a lot of pride in
it. I started calling Kyle my In-
spector. He would carry a note-
book with him and watch the
crew work and then give them
a grade at the end of each day.”

Siekman and the crew became
friends with the Gas Depart-
ment, giving him a card on his
birthday.

“As we all got to know Kyle
and his life, he started to ask
all of us about our lives and
our families. When I told Kyle

(Please turn to Page 12)

FC PusBLIc ScHOOL
CONFIRMS STAFF
MEMBER TESTING

POSITIVE FOR
COVID-19

The Falls City Public School
confirmed one elementary staff
member testing positive for CO-
VID-19 on Wednesday, August
25, within School District 56.

The identified individual is in
self-isolation under the guid-
ance of the SEDHD and the
CDC to avoid transmitting the
virus to others.

METHAMPHETAMINE
ARRESTS MADE IN

FALLS cITY

Richardson County deputies
conducted a methamphetamine
distribution investigation over
the last several months. Numer-
ous arrests have been made and
a June 2021 search warrant and
investigation resulted in the sei-

(Please turn to Page 15)

BOARD OF
EDUCATION SETS
FORTH REVISED
GUIDELINES
FOR USE OF JUG

BrowN STADIUM

On Monday, August 23 the
Falls City Public Schools Board
of Education took action to re-
vise Administrative Regulation
5340 Leasing / Rental / Use of
School Facilities. The revised
Administrative Regulation 5340
returns the authority for manag-
ing the facility use of Thomas
Memorial Track and Field to
the FCPS administration, while
in turn, providing the adminis-
tration, general facility usage
guidelines. The Board of Edu-
cation believes the authority for
managing the use of the Thomas
Memorial Track and Field is
best addressed within the lead-
ership and coaching ranks of our
school.

The Falls City Public Schools
Board of Education’s intention
is not to take away the use of the
Thomas Memorial Track and
Field to any Falls City school
or community organization.
The Board of Education simply
wishes to provide guidelines for
the use of the school district’s
stadium facility, so it is fully uti-
lized to meet the needs of Falls
City Public School students.

The Falls City Public Schools
Board of Education appreciates
the feedback received on Ad-
ministrative Regulation 5340,
and would like to convey that
the community feedback points
were given their due consider-
ation in the revision of the facil-
ity usage guidelines. The Board
of Education deeply cares about
all children and school facilities
in Falls City, supports a positive
relationship with all community
organizations, and will continue
to provide leadership, and in-
vestment in the educational op-
portunities of the children and
our school district.

The approved Board Policy
5340 and Administrative Regu-
lation:

7. It is the policy of the Falls
City Public Schools to make
Jug Brown Stadium/Thomas
Memorial Field facilities avail-
able for the non-public school
[Sacred Heart School] use when

(Please turn to Page 18)
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JOURNAL CLOSED FOR
LLABOR DAY DELIVERY DATE
WILL NOT BE AFFECTED

The office of the Falls City Journal will be closed on Monday,
September 6, in honor of Labor Day. The Journal will be delivered
on Wednesday, September 8, as expected.

The deadline for the September 8 paper will be on Thursday, Sep-
tember 2, by noon. We will be unable to accept anything that comes

in any later.

Additionally, the Falls City Journal office will be closed on Friday,
September 17, for the Richardson County Fair. The deadline for the
September 22 paper will be Thursday, September 16, by 4:00 p.m.

Gottula looks out the window at Platteview’s stadium last Friday night.

RaNDY GoTTULA
STARTS GOLDEN YEAR OF
BROADCASTING

Last Friday night, as the sun
began to set, Randy Gottula sat
down in the press box at the
Springfield-Platteview football
field, and started his 50th sea-
son of radio play-by-play. It
was the first game of his gold-
en anniversary year. The Falls
City Tigers were there to stake
their claim on the game, and
Randy was there to make sure
that those listening at home
could “see” it.

It was the Tigers’ season open-
er, and it was Randy’s as well.

“When August 1Ist rolls
around, I can’t wait until foot-
ball season,” Randy said, during
a recent interview at his home
near Elk Creek, NE. “That’s
when radio season starts.”

He has felt that excitement
since he was a little boy.

“I became fascinated with
sports broadcasting when I six
or seven years old,” Gottula
said.

“KTNC announcers Hal Mann
and Jim Hill came to Tecum-
seh to call Falls City and Irish
games, and I begged them to let
me sit with them. Sometimes,
they even let me wear a head-
set.”

His passion for broadcasting
was born.

He grew up to be a three-
sport athlete at Elk Creek, then
went to college at Peru State.
He was working part-time at
Hinky Dinky in Auburn, but on
Friday nights, drove home to
Elk Creek to serve as the pub-
lic address (PA) announcer for
football and basketball games.

A career in radio, at that time,
was still just a dream.

His big break came in 1971,
during the fall of his sopho-
more year. KTNC’s manager,
Don Morehead, called Randy at
work and asked if he could fill
in for a sick play-by-play an-
nouncer that night.

Randy jumped at the chance.
He bought a map and drove to
Craig, Missouri, to call a game
between Craig and Fairfax.

“I must have done a decent
job,” Randy said, smiling.
“I was asked to do games on
KTNC, and on KNCY in Ne-
braska City fairly regularly af-
ter that.”

His voice, sports knowledge,
and exciting calls led to several
years of play-by-play for high
school games across south-
east Nebraska, northwest Mis-
souri, and northeast Kansas.
He called games every Friday
night during football season,
and several each week during
basketball season.

Throughout the ensuing years,
he also worked full-time in the
grocery business, had a family,
and served one weekend each
month in the army national
guard. His life was very full,
and busy.

Still, he loved calling local
games, and it showed. Word
about his talents spread quickly.

His reputation for the gift
of the gab led to two seasons
in UNL’s Memorial Stadium,
where he called games for the
Huskers” freshman football

(Please turn to Page 3)
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RETURN TO WELLNESS

By Dr. Luke Mortimer, M.D.

I recently saw a patient I hadn’t seen in more than 18 months. This
patient had previously come to me somewhat routinely for arthritic
knees. Together, we constructed a conservative treatment plan to
help increase activity and prolong the life of those knees. Unfor-
tunately, the Covid-19 pandemic put a dent in our plan. Prior to
the pandemic, this patient had been a borderline diabetic with some
other medical comorbidities. Upon their return, we found a lot had
changed. The patient had gained 30 pounds, decreased activity, and
could not move about very well. We had to revise our plan based
upon the patient’s current condition. I have observed, over the last
few months, this scenario is not unusual.

With the pandemic, many people simply stopped moving and as
a result their joint related complaints skyrocketed. This inactivity
created a significant increase in pain and discomfort in those with
underlying arthritis. As patients continue to return to society and
have a difficult time picking up where they left off, what do we do
to help them get back to their normal?

First, identifying the significance of their medical and orthopedic
issues is key. Those with more combined orthopedic and medical is-
sues may require a multidisciplinary approach amongst physicians.
Success is more likely if the patient and orthopedic surgeon work
together with the primary care physician to assist in management of
weight, diabetes, cardiac and other issues that need specific atten-
tion. Great communication amongst providers is essential to maxi-
mize the benefit for the patient.

Second, developing a plan that will assist in overcoming these
issues is the next goal. This may involve cautious use of anti-in-
flammatories or corticosteroid injections to help decrease inflam-
mation. It may involve viscosupplementation or “gel” injections to
assist with lubrication. Physical therapy to focus on getting specific
muscle groups to unload the joint while also allowing increased
movement may be a great place to begin. Walking, water walking,
water aerobics, elliptical machine, bike riding, or hiking are great
examples of low impact activities that promote good joint health.
The overall goal is to get patients that stopped moving back to an
active lifestyle. As many of my patients and colleagues say, “motion
is the lotion™.

We all know the pandemic has been difficult and affected us all
in different ways. Getting outside, increasing activity, and develop-
ing goals to help people get moving again is paramount for overall
health. A good conversation and developing a plan with your local
health care team is a great way to begin your return to wellness.

Luke Mortimer, M.D. is a contributing Prairie Doc® columnist. He
practices as a board-certified orthopedic surgeon in Rapid City and
Spearfish, South Dakota and Gillette, Wyoming. For free and easy
access to the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairiedoc.org
and follow Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with the
Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show streaming on Facebook most
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.
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LIrE Is GooD: LABOR DAY, STATE
FAIR AND NEBRASKA FOOTBALL

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association
By: J.J. Schmidt
Summer’s last hurrah is upon us.
Labor Day is September 6. The
University of Nebraska Husker
football team has started its sea-
son, the State Fair ends on Labor
Day and public schools are back

in session.

Time was when Labor Day stood
out. Moms and Dads didn’t have to
go to work that day and that often
paved the way for family picnics,
backyard barbecues and maybe
even a downtown parade. Friends
gathered and toasted what would
surely be a coming change in the
weather. It also often marked the
start of public schools, a rite of
passage often equally anticipated
and cursed.

Things changed drastically in
2020 when Labor Day was just
another in a string of holidays
cancelled by the Coronavirus pan-
demic. Many of those activities
resumed this year as the dreaded
Covid risk dial rolled back to
green for a time. But a second
surge of Covid — thanks to several
variant strains — is casting a pall
on things again as the risk dial
moves toward red.

That drama known as Husker
Football has already begun. The
on-field play stage of the saga has
started and brings with it opti-
mism for a fan base that has been,
to say the least, disappointed in
the first three seasons of a new
coach, an actual Husker alum who
grew up in small town Nebraska
and played most of his college
ball in Memorial Stadium.

The  not-so-behind-the-scenes
drama started a couple months
ago when Athletic Director Bill
Moos resigned abruptly amid
speculation he was forced out.
Others said he was just tired and
blamed the Pandemic. For his
part, Moos took a million dollars
or so and headed back to the Pa-
cific Northwest. Not bad work if
you can get it.

Moos was replaced by former
Husker defensive standout Trev
Alberts who also came with the
promise of a million dollar a year
price tag. Then came word that
the NCAA was investigating the
football program for possible il-
legal use of analysts and practice
sessions. It’s always something.

Following a year of flooding in
2019, Pandemic woes in 2020 and
an on-going debate over financial
conditions, the Nebraska State
Fair seemed to be back on track in
Grand Island with 4-H activities,
concerts, food vendors and carni-
val rides.

But what about Labor Day. Of-
ficially, it’s a time to pay tribute
to American workers, and their
many contributions and achieve-
ments through the years. Created
by the labor movement in the late
19th century, Labor Day honors
the men and women who fought
tirelessly for workers’ rights, es-
pecially the eight-hour workday.

Labor discussions today seem
to center on a $15 per-hour mini-
mum wage and what it might do to
small businesses. Likewise, there
seems to be a problem filling jobs
again after pandemic closings and
directed health measures, which
restricted the size of gatherings
in restaurants and entertainment
venues. Some have blamed gov-

ernment stimulus checks for mak-
ing it more lucrative to not work.

Labor Day became a U.S. fed-
eral holiday in 1894, but by that
time thirty states already officially
celebrated the holiday. On Sep-
tember 5, 1882, New York City
union leaders organized what is
now considered the country’s first
Labor Day parade. An estimated
10,000 workers took unpaid time
off to march through the streets of
New York City, in the event which
culminated in a picnic, fireworks,
and dancing.

The idea spread across the coun-
try as many states passed legis-
lation recognizing the workers’
holiday. It wasn’t until 1894,
however, that Congress legalized

the holiday following the Pullman
strike, a nationwide railroad boy-
cott that turned fatal and shined
a national spotlight on workers’
rights.

Get this, Congress sought to
make peace with American work-
ers by passing an act making
Labor Day a legal holiday and
President Grover Cleveland offi-
cially signed it into law on June
28, 1894.

Now you know enough about the
holiday to appreciate it and cel-
ebrate it. Hats off to the American
worker.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering
Nebraska government and politics
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered Independent for 20 years.
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THEME: EMMY AWARDS

1. *Emmy Awards attendees or celestial
bodies

6. “He
words...”

9. Skier’s transport

13. Move like ivy

14. What Alex and Lexington have in com-
mon

15. Power glitch

16. White condiment

17. Schiller’s * to Joy”

18. Movie “The of the Chicago 7”
19. *”Last Week with John Oliver”
21. *”Lovecraft ”

23. Excessively

24. Invitation request

25. Part of graduate’s ensemble

28. South American indigenous people
30. Lung pouch (2 words)

35. Giannis Antetokounmpo’s target

37. Stain on Santa

39. Take exception to

40. Highland tongue

41. Bar, legally

43. Tropical tuber

44. Time on the job

46. Grey tea

47. Make a picture

48. Satellite Navigation System, for short
50. Mr. Eugene Krabs, e.g.

52.X

53. *Compilation of nominees, e.g.

55. Uh-huh

57. *’Swingers” actor turned “The Man-
dalorian” director

61. *Ewan McGregor’s role
65. Soviet entity

66. Flightless bird

68. Princess of #34 Down
69. Type of weasel

70. Lady or Tramp, e.g.

71. Improvise

72. Young herring

73. Printing unit, pl.
74.°90s TV sitcom “Boy

and drank the precious

World”

DOWN

1. Sing like Ella Fitzgerald

2. Jack, Janet and Chrissy from “Three’s
Company,” e.g.

3. Long time

4. Rekindled

5. Faucet

6. Loads (2 words)

7. *Jason Sudeikis’ role

8. Golden parachute recipients

9. U, on the road

10. One from Great Britain

11. Culture-growing turf

12. Bank on

15. Like an ignoramus

20. *Hugh Laurie’s medical drama, nomi-
nated 25 times, that ended in 2012
22.Egg cells

24. Great Britain’s anti-mob law (2 words)
25. *”The Queen’s Gambit” game
26. Blood carrier

27. Suggest

29. *Drag ball culture drama

31. Retired, shortened

32. #’Get ____,” Outstanding Comedy Se-
ries winer in 1968 and 69

33. Saintly glows

34. *Royalty chronicles, with The

36. Philadelphia’s Ivy

38. Millimeter of mercury

42 . “Vamosala__

45. *What one needs to be nominated
49. Itinerary word

51. Old crone

54. Like Elvis’s famous shoes

56. Digression

57. Much ado

58. Against, prefix

59. Violin’s Renaissance predecessor
60. One less traveled

61.0s in XOXO

62. *The Handmaid’s “story”

63.__ topof

64. Captures

67. *Allison Janney’s show
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50 YEARS AGO » September 1, 1971 to September 7, 1971

Dr. Terry Whitten, a native of the Salem area, opened a dental of-
fice, at 1910 Chase Street, in Dr. Bill Farmer’s building.

Fred Weaver made a bid for a spot on the University of Maryland
football team.

Fred E. Zoucha, a former Falls Cityan, joined the Bankers Life
Company of Des Moines as a regional officer for agencies in Illi-
nois, Michigan and Missouri.

At Gibson’s Discount Center, a “Circus of Values” sale was held
where you could find a three-piece luggage set for $12.97, a 14 oz
Gibson Cleanser with Chlorine Bleach for $0.07 a can, Twin or Full
Flat-Full Fitted 100% Polyester Filled Mattress Pad for $3.37, and a
Lorna Dawn Shag Wig for $6.99.

Company B, Falls City’s National Guard unit, gained two new
members: Pfc. Douglas L. Rowland, Verdon and Pvt. David D.
Roach, Mound City, MO.

Pee Wee Erwin and his trumpet visited his mother in Falls City and
jammed at the Vets Club and the Elks Club lounge.

About 25 paintings by Devon Adams, art instructor in the Falls
City school system, were featured in an individualized show at the
Haymarket Gallery in Lincoln.

“Curbstone Philosophers” were Arch Reid, Ed Schatz, Lloyd
Shouse, Bill McKieve, Ernie Helfenbein and Albert Becker were
regulars who passed some idle time on the courthouse wall to dis-
cuss weighty world affairs.

You could reduce excess fluids with Fluidex for $1.69 or lose
weight safely with Dex-A-Diet for $0.98 at Vertiska Drug in Hum-
boldt.

The Associated Press reported traffic accidents across the na-
tion claimed 591 lives during the three-day Labor Day week-
end.

You could enjoy Carp, or French-Fried Shrimp served with Baked
or French Fried Potatoes, Jell-O or Large Combination Salad, Ice
Cream or Sherbet, Tea, Coffee or Milk for $1.50 at Breezy Hill
Steak House.

25 YEARS AGO ¢ September 1, 1996 to September 7, 1996

A total of 8,500 persons visited Indian Cave State Park over the
Labor Day weekend. The total exceeded last year’s Labor Day
weekend by far, according to Dick Webb.

Members of the Richardson County board of Commissioners acted
unanimously to appoint Ralph Huettner of Falls City as the new
Veterans Service Officer in the county.

Albert Sittler of Falls City was spotlighted this month on the state-
wide Nebraska ETV Network and Nebraska Public Radio Network
for his story titled “My Mom Is Disabled,” based on a true story.
Sittler was attending South School.

New lighting was placed by the NPPD at the Southeast Consoli-
dated School football field.

New officers for GFWC/NFWC General Women’s Club were:
Nina Sefried, president; Zelma Williams, vice-president; Mildred
Watton, secretary; Ermel Kirk, Correspondence Secretary and Sly-
via Strasil, treasurer.

Sweetooth, located one mile west of Indian Cave State Park, ad-
vertised they would be open Saturday and Sunday with the help of
Lila Meyerkorth for the rest of the season.

15 YEARS AGO * September 1,2006 to September 7, 2006

Jim and Jeanne Standerford of Humboldt served as Grand Mar-
shals in the State Fair parade.

The Office of the Richardson County Clerk received and filed a
petition to nominate Rodney P. Vandeberg as a candidate for the of-
fice of Mayor of the City of Falls City and to include his name on
the General Election Ballot.

National Honor Roll announce that Victoria Lynn Zoeller, Hi-
awatha, KS, was accepted as a member of NHR’s Outstanding
American Teachers for 2005-06.

September 2006 marked the 140th birthday of the Falls City Pres-
byterian Church.

Falls City High senior pitcher Laura Jones hit a two-run single in
the top of the ninth inning, lifting the Lady Tiger softball team to a
5-4 win at Auburn.

The Humboldt-TR-S Lady Titans opened 2006 with a clean sweep
at the Falls City High triangular. The Titan Volleyball team beat the
hosts 25-21, 15-25,25-21 and took Tecumseh in straight sets 25-21,
25-21.

Peggy Davidson, chairman of the Richardson County Cancer
Fund, was presented a $225 check for the fund last week at Careage
Estates.

Terrence E. Flynn of Falls City was promoted from Major to Lieu-
tenant Colonel in the U.S. Army in ceremonies held at Irwin Com-

munity Hospital, Fort Riley,
KS.

On the cover of the Fall, Sports
Preview read, “Goltz will be
the fastest ever to 200 wins; it’s
only a matter of time.”

Walt and Liz Arnold will cel-
ebrate their 40th wedding anni-
versary at a reception to be held
at the First Christian Church.

Titans’ junior quarterback
Wes Schaardt accounted for
four touchdowns (and a con-
version) and led his team to a
27-6 season-opening victory
over Omaha Brownell-Talbot
in Humboldt.

Auto Xpress hosted the first
Hot Wheel races on Cobble-
stone with exactly 100 cars
entered. The event was a huge
success. The winners were Abi-
gail Harms, Amilia Martin and
Dalton Kennal.

FARM & CITY SUPPLY
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®  We congratulate this
couple on their
upcoming wedding.

Lydia Gyhra &
John Bauman
September 4, 2021

Lacy Allen &

James Clark
September 18, 2021

We Welcome All Area
Bridal Couples

Come in and let us help
you with your gift ideas
for this couple.
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year of broadcasting

(Continued from Page 1)
program, on KOTD out of Platts-
mouth.

“The games were on Friday
afternoons,” Randy said. “I got
chills sitting in the same chair in
which Lyle Bremser would sit the
following day.

“I had some other great experi-
ences in Memorial Stadium, too.
Bob Devaney was the athletic
director at the time, and he came
into our booth for each game.
There I was, in my 20s, broad-
casting Husker freshman football
with a Husker legend sitting right
behind me. It was a thrill.

“One time, Oklahoma State
head coach Pat Jones came in,
too. After the game, he shook my
hand and said, ‘Y’all do a great
job. You couldn’t work for us,
though, cuz y’all talk funny.” It
was a moment I’ll never forget,”
Randy said.

The freshman football program
was discontinued two years later,
but Randy continued to have air-
time on local radio stations every
weekend —in stadiums, on courts,
and even in rodeo arenas. In the
mid-1970s, he traveled with Mer-
ritt Rodeos on the United Rodeo
Association circuit.

“Bantering back-and-forth with
the rodeo clowns, and basically
calling play-by-play for bull rid-
ing led to some of the greatest
moments I’ve ever experienced,”
Randy said.

“My favorite memory is prob-
ably of my first rodeo. It was the
Jaycees’ Rodeo in Auburn. The
scheduled announcer had been
injured in a car accident, so I had
24 hours to prep, and I didn’t
know anything about bull rid-
ing. I must’ve done o k., I guess.
They asked me to do it in Ashland
the next weekend, then I traveled
with them occasionally through-
out the next two summers.”

In 1974, Don Morehead called
Randy again from KTNC and
asked if he was interested in call-
ing Peru State College games on
Saturdays.

“Heck yes, I was interested,”
Randy said. “I couldn’t imagine
a better way to spend Saturday
afternoons than broadcasting col-
lege games.” He did, however,
have a full-time job at a grocery
store.

“Fortunately, my boss realized
the importance of community in-
volvement, and let me take off for
Saturday games,” he said, “But I
always got my work done before
I left.”

Doing high school games all
over southeast Nebraska on Fri-
day nights, then traveling to
Peru State games throughout
the Midwest on Saturday after-
noons sometimes led to logisti-
cal challenges, though. The most
memorable one was when Randy
called an Auburn game on a Fri-
day night, walked out on the field
at half-time with his daughter,
Shanda, who was a homecoming
queen candidate, finished the sec-
ond half, then hopped in his car to
drive to St. Louis for a PSC game
the following day.

“Those kinds of things hap-
pened all the time,” Randy said,
“But that was the most important
one to me.”

In 1981, Randy went to work
for the new KAUB radio station
in Auburn, to do high school foot-
ball and basketball games. That’s
where he met his wife, Lori.

“She started working at KAUB
in commercial production, and
her brother, Dave Kimball, was
playing football at Peru State. She
traveled to away games with me,
and the rest is history. We’ve now
been married for 34 years.”

In 1990, the couple and the
Hinky Dinky corporation pur-
chased the Super Foods grocery
store in Falls City, renamed it
Hinky Dinky, and began building
their business. Randy worked 60-
hour weeks at the grocery store,
then did play-by-play for Charlie
Radatz on KTNC a few nights a

week.

“We were still doing Peru State
games on Saturdays, too,” Randy
said. “Throughout the 80s, we
had three other stations join us, so
I got to be the voice of the Bobcat
Football Network. A lot of those
seasons were really fun, but in
1990, I got to call the games for
what I believe was the best PSC
football team in the program’s
history.”

Randy and the Bobcat Football
Network followed PSC all over
the country that year.

Playoff games were in places
like Wichita Falls, Texas, and
Georgetown, Kentucky. But
Randy’s most memorable on-air
moment came at the end of the
national championship game at
Caniglia Field in Omaha, NE.

“My broadcast partner at the
time was the dean of students, Jer-
ry Joy, who had previously been
the head football coach and ath-
letic director at PSC. He had hired
the head coach, Tom Shea.

“As the clock ticked down late
in the game, Westminster College
of Pennsylvania was threatening
to score for the win. Peru State’s
defensive back, Adrian Witty, in-
tercepted a pass and sealed Peru
State’s win.

“Jerry Joy looked at me with
tears running down his cheeks.
He said, ‘We’re in, Randy.” His
voice trailed off then, and he
couldn’t say anymore. Realizing
how much the national champi-
onship meant to him and so many
others made that one of the best
moments [’ve ever had in sports.”

Randy’s best PSC basketball
memory happened in 1993 when
he traveled to Nampa, Idaho to
call several games in the NAIA
division II national basketball
tournament. His son, Todd, scored
in double figures in the opening
round.

“After the game, I watched Todd
run off the court in his uniform,
and into the media room,”

Randy said. “He had a story
deadline for the Auburn paper,
where he worked part-time. I was
so proud of him.”

Randy’s other memories, of
course, involve the 800-plus high
school football games that he has
called, as well as more than 3000
basketball games, a spattering of
baseball, and a handful of volley-
ball.

At least half of those games were
on KTNC or Sunny 101.3, after
Randy, Lori, and their daughter
Cassie moved to Falls City.

“One of the best things I can
say about southeast Nebraska
and northwest Missouri teams is
that, when the players walk out
onto fields or courts, they’re all
dressed up like they are there to
do business. I get a lump in my
throat every time. It shows that
they have respect for themselves,
their team, and their coach.

“But as far as memories go, one
of my favorites was when Don
Hogue’s 2014 basketball team
beat Lincoln Christian in the dis-
trict finals in Nebraska City. It
was hard for me to maintain pro-
fessional composure. Don had
worked for me prior to becoming
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a teacher—before and during his
college career, when coaching
seemed like a distant dream for
him. He was and is like family to
me. So when his team won that
game, and was headed to state, |
was so proud of him, and happy
for him.”

As Randy reminisced about
other games on KTNC and Sunny
101.3 that had an impact on him,
his thoughts switched from play-
by-play to the people.

“I have made life-long friends
while behind a microphone,” he
said, “Including administrators,
coaches, parents, and players.
Those relationships have all be-
come very important to me. One
of those friendships has been with
John Nixon, my co-worker at
KLZA, and my broadcast partner.
We often call games together, but
sometimes, we do separate ones.
On those nights, we call each
other on our trips home and talk
about our games. It’s one of the
best parts of the broadcast experi-
ence.

“In addition, because of the cali-
ber of players and coaches that I
have covered, I’ve had the privi-
lege of broadcasting more state
playoff games than probably any
other announcer in the state,”

Randy said. “Auburn football
and basketball, including the three
state-championship games in
the past three years, Mound City
sports, Johnson-Brock basketball
and volleyball, just to name a few.

But no article would be com-
plete without talking about Sa-
cred Heart. It has been incredible
to follow a program where the
athletes and coaches are continu-
ally at the top of their game.

And being present for Doug
Goltz’s entire career has truly
been an honor. He is one of the
greatest coaching minds I have
ever known.”

Randy hopes that this season, his
50th, won’t be his last. He wants
to call more games, meet more
players, and mentor more pos-
sible broadcasters.

“But let’s face it,” he said. “I'm
70 years old and I've had two de-
tached retinas in each eye.

I won’t be one of those men who
sticks with a career long past the
point where he should have re-
tired.

But as long as I can see well
enough and am still enjoying it,
I hope to continue. And I really
hope to help train some people
who want to take over someday.”

With that, his voice trailed off,
and he couldn’t say any more.

So if you’ve ever wondered why
he sometimes has new color com-
mentators beside him, or why he
allows little boys or girls to put
on headsets, you’ll now know
that he’s just paying it forward,
and preparing a possible succes-
sor someday. After all, that’s what
Hal Mann and Jim Hill did for
him.

The sun hasn’t set yet on Ran-
dy’s radio career, but it’s hanging
in the western sky. When it does
set, though, it will leave behind
the gorgeous rays of a long and
truly golden career.
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