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Officer Ramirez, Chief Baker and Officer Novak.

OFrFICERS RAMIREZ AND NOVAK
GRADUATE FROM NE Law
ENFORCEMENT TRAINING CENTER

The Nebraska Law Enforce-
ment Training Center hosted
its 208th basic graduation cer-
emony on August 11,2021 at the
training center in Grand Island.
Thirty law enforcement officers
graduated from agencies around
the state.

“The average law-abiding citi-
zen will only deal with a law
enforcement officer a half dozen
times in their lives,” said Colonel
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John Bolduc, superintendent of
the Nebraska State Patrol.

“That experience will be suc-
cessful — will be memorable. It is
up to you to make it successful.”

Falls City Police Department
Officers Ramirez and Novak
recently graduated from the Ne-
braska Law Enforcement Train-
ing Center. Officers Ramirez
and Novak completed extensive
training over a 15 week period
accumulating over 600 hours.

DISTRICT #56
ScHooL BOARD
MEMBERS MEET

TO DISCUSS
JuG BROwWN

StAaDIUM USE

The Falls City Journal reached
out to administrators and school
board members last week in or-
der to try to clarify the amend-
ment that was passed two weeks
ago at the regularly scheduled
meeting. The amendment in
question was in regards the use
of Jug Brown Stadium.

The Journal was assured by an
off the record source that Sacred
Heart football teams will be al-
lowed to continue to play their
home games at Jug Brown sta-
dium for the foreseeable future.

(Please turn to Page 7)

“CitysCouncil
approves

\spending ARPA

funds and hear

infrastructure

improvement
plan report

The City Council met on Au-
gust 16,2021.

During her mayor’s report,
mayor Shawna Bindle thanked
the volunteers who helped make
Cobblestone and the demolition
derby a success.

It was the first meeting for the
new city administrator, Kevin
Cluskey.

The City Council met with
John Krajewski of JK Energy
Consulting via Zoon on a pro-
posed $32 million, 10-year in-
frastructure improvement plan.

Krajewski does the rate studies
for the city, so Luhring reached
out to him to put together a pre-
sentation. The last rate study was
done in 2019. At that time, rates
were updated on all four utili-
ties: electric, water, wastewater
and natural gas. Krajewski put
together projected numbers for

(Please turn to Page 16)
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OTHERS IN A DIFFERENT WAY

At the beginning of June Gary
Jorn announced his resignation
as the City Clerk and Treasurer.

Jorn had been appointed to the
position 14 years ago in 2007 by
then-Mayor, the late Rod Vande-
berg. Vandeberg had noted
Jorn’s accounting, auditing and
budgeting background skills as
critical to the position. Vande-
berg said Jorn would be “an ex-
cellent addition to our staff” and
possesses the skill that the City
“really, really needs.”

Jorn said some of the work he’s
most proud of is the downtown
revitalization of Falls City.

“I really enjoyed that project,”
said Jorn. “And the ability to
come up with some green space

for a community gathering and
the just to beautify downtown. |
hope that continues in the near
future.”

He said the biggest single in-
vestment ever in the history of
Falls City is CGB.

“It’s kind of nice to be a part of
that development and watching
it being built,” said Jorn.

During the last day celebration,
Mayor Shawna Bindle present-
ed Gary with a plaque that said,
“City of Falls City Nebraska,
presented to Gary Jorn in rec-
ognition of your dedication of
service as City Administrator
2007-2021.”

Gary then presented the Mayor

(Please turn to Page 3)

RICHARDSON COUNTY SHERIFF’S

OFFICE DISPATCH NOW BEING DONE

BY SOUTHEAST COMMUNICATIONS
O11 CENTER IN BEATRICE

The regular meeting of the
Richardson County Board of
Commissioners met on Tuesday,
August 17,2021

The minutes of the Quarterly
Safety Committee Meeting from
August 10, 2021were approved.

The Board met with Highway
Superintendent Steve Darveau.
A final review of the proposed
FY2021-2022 budget was also
held.

Sheriff Hardesty and Chief
Deputy Sheriff Roland Merwin
also met with the Board.

Sheriff Hardesty reported that
he had been in contact with
the superintendent of HTRS
Schools regarding the hiring of
a school resource officer and
that the County would agree if
the school district provided 75
percent of the total funding of
the deputy and benefits and the
County would agree to 25 per-
cent of the cost. That deputy
would be a full-time officer for
the County.

The continued discussion was
also held regarding the 911

dispatching services for the
County and when the Southeast
Communications 911 Center
for Beatrice will begin answer-
ing the calls. Sheriff Hardesty
indicated that he would move
forward to get the communica-
tion lines transferred so that SE
Communications 911 could start
answering the calls.

It was later announced that
effective August 17, 2021 all
Richardson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Dispatch will be done by
Southeast Communications 911
Center in Beatrice. Dispatch
may still be reached by calling
402-245-2479. For administra-
tive questions, gun permits, or
vehicle inspections you can call
the Sheriff’s Office directly at
402-245-2470. The Richardson
County Jail may be reached di-
rectly by calling 402-245-3599.

Sheriff Hardesty also request-
ed that the Board approve the
re-hiring of a dispatcher who re-
cently left employment in good
standing with Richardson Coun-
ty and has asked to return. The

Board approved the re-hiring of
Brandi Kratz as a dispatcher.

Caverzagie made a motion to
adopt Resolution 2021-2022-5
to waive the bidding require-
ments due to an emergency
situation for the purchase of
communication equipment as
included on a proposal received
from Motorola Solutions, Inc. in
the amount of $222,348.00 and
dated July 30, 2021; the motion
carried.

Karas made the motion to ap-
prove the proposal received
from Motorola Solutions, Inc.
for One Position MCC7500E
Dispatch Console Connected
to SRS, totaling $222,348.00.
Motion seconded by Caverza-
gie, the motion carried.

The Board also reviewed the
FY2021-2022 budgets for the
Law Enforcement Center with
Sheriff Hardesty and Deputy
Merwin.

Richard Meinzer and John
Seeba, members of the Rich-
ardson County Historical So-

(Please turn to Page 3)
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FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

By Debra Johnston, M.D.

“First day of school! Wake up! Come on. First day of school,” the
little fish shouts at his dad in the opening scene of Finding Nemo.
The first day of school is an important transition for students of all
ages, and it is often a challenging one. That is particularly true this
fall as we start yet another academic year marked by the pandemic.

Parents have an important role in preparing their children for a suc-
cessful school year. First, start adjusting the schedule. Many fami-
lies relax the rules during the summer and may be in the habit of
staying up late and sleeping in. Make sure your child has time to
adjust to their school year routine before that first day. Second, de-
velop good habits by acting ahead. Having the backpack ready and
clothing laid out the night before saves scrambling in the morning
and reduces the risk of forgotten items. Invite your children to help
decide if they want school lunch or a sack lunch and let them help
pack their lunch boxes.

Back to school checkups for your children provide a valuable op-
portunity to talk to the doctor about physical, developmental, and
social changes. Additionally, children may need immunizations:
boosters for tetanus and pertussis, or shots to protect them from
HPV, meningitis, and Covid.

The Covid vaccine is available to those age 12 and over, and I urge
parents to schedule those shots if your child is eligible! Although in
general children are less likely than adults to end up in the hospital
with Covid, we do see previously healthy children become serious-
ly ill and suffer complications. The jury is still out on whether the
Delta variant is more dangerous to children than previous variants,
but we do know this variant is more contagious, which means more
people fall ill. Infected children can spread the virus to other people
who may be more likely to develop serious illness. There are still
many people who are not eligible for the vaccine, who have chosen
not to get the vaccine, or whose vaccine may not be as effective as
hoped due to underlying health conditions.

Many children feel nervous about the start of school and those
jitters may be worse this year due to the pandemic. Talk to your
children about their concerns. Help them work through “what ifs”:
What if I forget to wash my hands? What if I start coughing during
school? What if I forget my homework? Most adults have had prac-
tice dealing with these experiences in the moment, but we, too, can
benefit from mental rehearsals. Become familiar with your school
district’s plan for controlling and responding to the pandemic so you
can help your child with changing conditions.

With a little preparation, we can reduce stress, set our kids up for a
successful year and help them be as excited as Nemo to start school!

Debra Johnston, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physicians
and currently practices family medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. For
free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library, visit www.prairie-
doc.org and follow Prairie Doc® on Facebook featuring On Call with the
Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show streaming on Facebook most Thurs-
days at 7 p.m. central.
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CRT AND SEX EDUCATION ARE

BETTER TAUGHT AT HOME

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

Parental responsibility.

Anybody out there old enough to
remember that? Perhaps you grew
up with it or had the opportunity to
exhibit it to your children. That’s
where we learned a lot of basic life
skills, the things they didn’t have
to teach us in school because, let’s
face it, times were different then.

Well, pardon me while I walk out
on a limb here and suggest that a
couple hotbutton items currently
agitating Nebraskans are probably
better left to be taught at home.
Let’s take a practical look at health
education standards and critical
race theory. Do either one of them
need to be a formal part of the pub-
lic-school curriculum?

Traditionally, sex education was a
part of “the talk” that we kids had
with either mom or dad. Period.
Don’t call me naive, I raised two
boy children who are now in their
30s. A large part of “the talk” that
my wife and I had with the boys
was about respect for our bodies
and those of members of the oppo-
site sex.

Granted, they weren’t bombarded
with X-rated movies, foul language
and sex scenes on TV and in so-
cial media (which didn’t exist) like
kids are today. But I contend that’s
where parental responsibility can
make a huge difference, especially
today.

The second draft of the state’s
health education standards were
discussed by the more than 100
people who showed up at a mara-
thon Nebraska Board of Educa-
tion meeting recently. While much
of the controversial sex education
references from the first draft were
stripped from this version, some
complained it still goes too far and
deprives parents of their fundamen-
tal rights.

What, exactly, are those funda-
mental rights? Parental responsi-
bility and the right to teach this
controversial topic at home based
on your own values and mores de-
veloped by years of experience,
education and understanding.

Sounds fair enough. It appears
that the divided Board will be cre-
ating a third draft. Some want a
third attempt; others want to rees-
tablish trust with the public.

There’s the more politically
charged Critical Race Theory,
which, as I understand it, is a
framework for examining the ef-
fects race and racism have on in-
stitutions, both historically and to-
day. Ever since the death of George
Floyd at the hands of a Minneapo-
lis police officer, it has become the
flashpoint in the culture wars. Sev-
eral state legislatures have enacted
measures prohibiting the teaching
of the theory.

An attempt by a University of
Nebraska Regent to ban it from be-
ing taught on campus was recently
defeated. Despite support from the
Governor and three other statewide
office holders and 22 members of
the Legislature, opposition from
students, faculty and administra-
tors stopped the ban. The theory is
taught mainly in law school classes.

Critical race theory was devel-
oped by scholars during the 1970s
and 1980s in response to what they
viewed as a lack of racial progress
following civil rights legislation of
the 1960s. It centers on the idea that
racism is systemic in the nation’s
institutions and that they function

to maintain the dominance of white
people in society.

Proponents argue that the country
was founded on the theft of land
and labor and that federal law has
preserved the unequal treatment of
people based on race. Proponents
also believe race is culturally in-
vented, not biological. Kimberlé
Crenshaw of the African American
Policy Forum, a social justice think
tank based in New York City, says
it was “simply about telling a more
complete story of who we are.”

So far, 25 states have considered
legislation or other steps to limit
how race and racism can be taught,
according to an analysis from Ed-
ucation Week. Eight states have
banned or limited the teaching of
critical race theory or similar con-

cepts through laws or administra-
tive actions.

Let’s take this one home. My folks
taught me that race matters only to
racists. The rest of us care about
character.

It’s the responsibility of parents to
teach that all-important value. I'm
glad that my folks did, and I hope
I have instilled that to another gen-
eration, which will also pay it for-
ward.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering
Nebraska government and politics
since 1979. He has been a registered
Independent for 20 years.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FOOTBALL

ACROSS

1. *Sports analyst,
Randy

5. Dashboard acronym
8. *Depth of an end zone, in yards
11. Fencing blade

12. Weight not charged for

13. Young hog

15. Witnessed

16. Aroma

17. Nary a soul

18. *Line of _____

20. Spanish earthen pot

21. Pinocchio and the like

22. Bean house

23. Antonym of descent

26. Cycle taxi

30. Greek “t”

31.50-50

34. Not happening

35. Newbies

37. Bert Bobbsey’s twin

38. Like a neon sign

39. “Clueless” catch phrase

40. Not a desktop

42. Metal-bearing mineral

43. “Chim Chim Cher-ee” setting
45. Relating to nose

47. Actors’ group

48. Sink hole

50. Golf club handle

52. *3-point score

56. Make a canyon, e.g.

57. Not written

58. Racing sled

59. *”Purple People ” song, inspira-
tion for Vikings defensive line name
60. Like H. C. Andersen’s duckling
61. Poet Pound

62. *AFC counterpart

63. Dreaming stage of sleep

64. Daytime entertainment

ex-wide receiver

DOWN

1. Hodgepodge

2. Oil cartel

3. Palm reader, e.g.

4. 0ld and mentally infirm

5. Weather-related Doppler tool
6. Programs, for short

7. Insignificant

8. Hammer or sickle

9. Europe’s highest volcano

10. Born, in bio

12. Marinara fruit

13. Ornamental hair net

14. *Grabbing penalty

19. Breath freshener

22. *Pre-game encouragement
23. Rose oil

24. One’s assertion

25. Collectible in a cabinet

26. *Fourth down option

27. Colonoscopy tract

28. Ancient assembly area
29.Bin IBS

32. *Start of a football play

33. Goo on a trunk

36. *Scrimmage-related penalty
38. Plant louse

40. Yule firewood

41. By word of mouth

44. Candle shape

46. English in Spanish

48. Mourner’s song

49. Camelot, to Arthur

50. Tennis great Steffi

51. College officer-training prog.
52. *Number of downs to get a first down
53. Anis-flavored aperitif

54. Site of Taj Mahal

55. *Lambeau Field jump

56. Poetic “even”
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(Continued from Page 1) Jorn said at the time of hisres-ZKDW WKH UHTXLUHP
Journal F|IeS DQG FLW\ RI )DOOWV. EQDW IR GODRBW KHHKDEFESWEGFRIR G M
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By Chelsie Alexander WKRVH RI XV ZKR KDY HGWHFDYWH®RQ +W-KHINZQW MKR DKHQ
ZLOO DOZD\V EH tend Bdtitheast Oei@unity Col-, WXUQH G , ZDV O
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*DU\ -RUQ &LW\ $G®ISUIRWDPWRU +H VD\V KH LV JRLQJ
2007-2021." "6LQFH ,-YH EHFRMP DARAAV WKH FLW
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7KH 6DOHP SXEOLF VFKRRO RSHQHG RPN WOMIMB W K W VUK H GG HAM ML RG QW K H D W B WILGID W) D ¢
$ IXOO AHOG RI SHUIRUPHUV ZDV RQ KD QIX iR U FWKHIU R B 6 @H QA BADENK X W \8 URJ G HRHL Q D \WR OB Y
WKLUG DQQXDO 5XOR URGHR PDQDJhetiRQd4s Gl RIMRiMdle WR OKH PR S HRSOH FABPXWIMWE HHWKIL@ N
- 5 'LFN 6HOOV DW WKHLU URGHR JURROQIG'OLNH WR FWQBIUED[W:)NOHZ)IWH PLP.®@ IR LS WKPH OCDRFAD W L F
OLVV &DWKHULQH &DWK\ %DQNV IRd RHKWOR R W & WO KPRH WP VWL GHVRUIURZ ZHIQONVEH LQV
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'LQQHUV LQ WKH YHUVLRQ RI WKH OHQ-V &
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+LQN\ 'LQN\ 2ZQHU 2SHUDWRU 5DQG\
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