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BOTTULAS SELECTED GRAND
MARSHALS OF COBBLESTOMNE PARADE

By Nikki McKim

“Some people are better at giv-
ing than receiving. I think that
these words are fitting for the
selfless acts of kindness that
Randy and Lori have done and
continue to do.”

This was one of the many rea-
sons Don Hogue gave in the
nomination letter he submitted
for this year’s Grand Marshal
of the 2021 Cobblestone parade
this Saturday, August 14, 2021,
at 11:00 a.m.

Randy and Lori Gottula, long-
time supporters of Falls City and
every one of its citizens, were
selected to serve as grand mar-
shals by an anonymous commit-
tee comprised of parade volun-
teers and at large members of
the community.

The grand marshal honor is
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given to an individual or couple
that has given substantially to
the betterment of the Falls City
community.

The Gottulas owned and oper-
ated the Hinky Dinky/SunMart
grocery store in Falls City for
23 years, employing 14 full-
time people and scores of part-
timers each year, including high
school and college students.
Upon his retirement from Sun
Mart in 2013, Randy said seeing
the young people move on to be
successful is one of the things he
was proudest of during his time
there.

They also initiated the Support
Our Schools program, through
which the store donated thou-
sands of dollars each year to
area schools.

Randy has also worked part-
time as a play-by-play announc-
er for KTNC and Sunny 101.3,
and on August 27, will begin
his 50th season behind a mi-
crophone. He was a member of
the Richardson Foundation and
served as its secretary. Randy
was the voice of the Peru State
Bobcats (both football and bas-
ketball) for 19 years, including
the 1990 football national cham-
pionship season. He also called

play-by-play for the Cornhusker
freshman program for two years
until the program was discontin-
ued. Randy established the Bob-
cat Football network in 1986.
During his career, Gottula has
called thousands and thousands
of sporting events.

“It is a thrill to have Randy be-
hind the microphone at any Falls
City event. Nothing beats his
energetic voice and knowledge
of the games. He gives you the
sense of being there live,” stated
Hogue.

When Randy isn’t working a
game, he can be found on the
sidelines, taking pictures he
gives to kids and their schools.

Lori often does the same thing.
She attends games and takes
pictures, and gives them away
to the students.

“Just put a camera in their
hands. They have taken life ac-
tion photos, team photos, family
photos, even weddings. But it’s
the sports photos that stand out
for me. They generously give
pictures to the teams, to be dis-
tributed to every player, never
leaving anyone out. Each ath-
lete is important in their eyes,”
stated Hogue.

(Please turn to Page 18)

TURING A NEGATIVE INTO A
POSITIVE WITH PHOTOGRAPHY

By Nikki McKim

Dan Bailey is living his second
childhood playing with toy cars,
trucks and farm equipment, but
for good reason.

Bailey works for Region V in
Auburn and that’s how he met
Kenny Rider of Falls City.

Bailey knew that Kenny had
been going through a tough time
over the past year.

“I needed to find a way to turn
his negative way of thinking into
positive,” stated Bailey.

Bailey knew Kenny had re-
cently been gifted a camera and
he had come across a photo on

2019 FORD F-150

social media of a young boy with
autism. The boy and his mother
built a vintage looking barn to
scale out of popsicle sticks paint-
ed to look nearly a century old.
They then put one of his toy cars
in the barn and photographed it.

“I thought I would try some-
thing like this to see if it would
help Kenny, stated Bailey. “I
have known about miniature
photography but never ventured
into it.”

Bailey went home and staged a
little truck made a print and took
it to Kenny’s and said look what

(Please turn to Page 18)
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STELLA BRANCH OF FRONTIER BANK
TO CLOSE AT THE END OF THE YEAR

Frontier Bank has announced
they have made the difficult de-
cision to close the Stella loca-
tion of Frontier Bank effective
December 31, 2021.

The 1616 Harlan Street in Falls
City location will remain open.
Bill Niedfeldt, Stella Vice Presi-

tinue to serve customers from
Falls City. Customers can call
Stella or Falls City for help nav-
igating the change.

See the ad on Page 18 of to-
day’s Falls City Journal for
more information from Frontier
Bank.

dent and Loan Officer will con-

SCHOOL MEALS AT NO CHARGE
FOR ALL STUDENTS AT SACRED

HeArT AND FC PuBLIC
MEAL APPLICATIONS NEED TO BE

COMPLETED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE

Effective for School Year 2021-22, Falls City Public School and
Falls City Sacred Heart will serve meals at no charge to enrolled
students. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has ap-
proved local school districts to provide no-cost meals to all enrolled
students for the duration of the 2021-22 school year.

At Falls City Public the new school year requires a new meal ap-
plication. Although school meals will be provided at no cost to all
children, school funding depends on completed meal applications.
It is important to submit a complete 2021-22 meal application as
soon as possible.

At Falls City Sacred Heart school meals will be provided at no cost
to all children. Completion of the free and reduced meal application
is important for the following reasons: P-EBT Benefits are based in
part on eligibility for free/reduced meals, eligibility can be shared
(with consent) for the purposes of fee waivers, scholarships, Med-
icaid and health insurance, and Sacred Heart School receives state
funding based on the number of eligible students approved for free
and reduced price meals. Student(s) will continue to receive meals
at no cost for the 2021-22 school year regardless of the eligibility

determination of your household’s 2021-22 meal application.

City CounciL APPOINTS NEW CITY
ADMINISTRATOR AND SEEKS PUBLIC
INPUT ON DISCUSSION OF 30+ MILLION
DOLLAR UTILITY IMPROVEMENT PLAN

By Nikki McKim

The Falls City, City Council
met on August 2 for their regu-
lar meeting.

Mayor Shawna Bindle an-
nounced the Special Meeting
on Monday, August 9, where
Kevin Cluskey of Falls City was
appointed to the City Adminis-
trator position. Cluskey will be
taking the role effective August
14 in place of Gary Jorn, who
has resigned.

Motions were made to approve
requests to allow alcohol to be
served at Prichard Auditorium
for a wedding reception on Au-
gust 2, 2022; June 18, 2022,
and November 20, 2021. Six
members voted, yea with two
members, Ractliffe and Holle,
absent. Motion carried.

Executive  Director Lucas
Froeschl presented the 2021
EDGE second-quarter report to
the Mayor and the City Council.
Froeschl informed the Coun-
cil of a project called “Project
Hexagon.”

4WD, 15,00 MILES
$42,500

The project was brought to the
cities attention due to its loca-
tion on the railroad. A company
was looking for a spot in South-
east Nebraska. Their investment
was 400 to 500 million dollars,
around 45 jobs with a $60,000
yearly salary. Froeschl informed
the Council that Falls City was
no longer in the running for
this company. They needed six
megawatts of power, but Falls
City only had two to offer them;
they needed a 550 PSI gas line
and Falls City only has 150.

Froeschl was going to follow
through with Southern Star and
get some data so the City could
be prepared for next time. He
said the railroad and Falls City
is an asset and we could contin-
ue to see these types of projects
to come our way.

Champions Crossing has a
new street and will fill in the far
east side of the ditch. There are
five of the six Shamrock Circle
lots available. There were some

(Please turn to Page 3)
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LIVING WELL WITH SERIOUSILLNESS

By Francine Arneson, M.D. and Kyle Arneson, M.D., Ph.D.
When patients and their families are asked to meet with pai

a

tive care specialists, it commonly triggers a wide range of emotiqns.

Some may feel uncertainty about having an additional care t¢am
involved when they already have multiple appointments, and mpny

fear what the referral may mean in regards to their current treatpent
plan and ultimately to their life trajectory.
Along with these complicated emotions, patients and their famires

often admit to being unsure why their doctors feel the need tojin-

volve palliative care. By contrast, when a patient is referred te a gar

diologist, oncologist, or surgeon they tend to understand why. The

concept of palliative care has been utilized for decades by many cli

nicians but has only recently evolved into its own specialty. Recog- N

nized through research and clinical trials, palliative care has shown E B RAS KA ECO N O MY R E BO U N D I N G,

to help patients live well with serious illness by enhancing qua

of life, extending prognosis, and ensuring patient centric care l%iUT YOU Wl |_|_ HAVE TO WAIT FOR SUSHI

comfort.
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