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certificate of Recognition

Joan Zoeller

Joan Zoeller (left) accepts Heritage Hero award from Katherine Endacott,
of History Nebraska.

JOAN ZOELLER PRESENTED 2021
HEerITAGE HERO AWARD FROM
HisTorRYy NEBRASKA

Falls City, Nebraska

COMMISSIONERS
APPROVE TWO
PERCENT SALARY
INCREASE FOR
STAFF AT LLAwW
ENFORCEMENT

CENTER

The Richardson County Com-
missioners held their regular
weekly meeting on Tuesday,
July 20, 2021. Roll call was
answered by Karas, Caverzagie
and Sickel

Motion carried to approve two
pledge security receipts from
F&M Bank: 1) #799018178--
$65,000 and 2) #792005258-
-$65,000 to replace receipt
#792005258--$130,000.

Sheriff Hardesty and Chief
Deputy Sheriff Roland Merwin
updated the Board on the routine
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TrACY BURNS NAMED
DEepruTY CITY ATTORNEY

By Nikki McKim

During the July 19, 2021, Falls
City, City Council meeting Tra-
cy Burns, an
associate  of

that she’s “glad to be home and
ready to work.”

Mayor Shawna Bindle re-
ported that after
17 years, Tom

Halbert and Bartek  retired
Dunn,L.L.C., from the Board
was appoint- of Public Works.
ed  Deputy Bindle thanked
City  Attor- Bartek for his

ney. Burns re- time away from

cently joined his family to
the office of serve Falls City.
Halbert and She said the
Dunn af- search for City
ter working Administrator is

n Omaha,
North Platte
and Lincoln.

going well and
she hopes to have
an appointment

She’s  origi- at the August 2
nally from Dawson and a gradu- meeting.
ate of Dawson-Verdon High  Assistant Police Chief Pat

School. Burns told the Council

Friday, July 16, the Richardson
County Historical Society Board
of Directors hosted a reception at
the Museum to thank its volun-
teers. Joan Zoeller was present-
ed a 2021 Heritage Hero Award
from History Nebraska, formerly
the Nebraska State Historical So-
ciety.

Katherine Endacott, a History
Nebraska Board of Trustee, pre-
sented her with a Certificate of
Appreciation and pin. She read
from the nomination letter sub-
mitted last November.

“Living on the NE-KS State
Line near Preston, Joan is a
fourth-generation resident of the
county. She joined the Richard-
son County Historical Society in
1989. She holds a lifetime mem-
bership, has been a board mem-
ber, served a term as its president,
and has shown her love of his-
tory as a volunteer and financial
supporter for decades. She and
her husband, Kenneth, now de-
ceased, worked during the move
of museum artifacts into their
permanent home in 2003 and
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donated many restored items,
including a tall wood-burning
stove from a church. One day
each week, she has served as a
tour guide/docent. When the Mu-
seum was closed during 2020,
she could be counted on to give
tours to drop-in and appointment
visitors. Many benefit from the
knowledge of county history
that she shares with enthusiasm.
One afternoon each week during
the closure, she and another vol-
unteer, Jan Deckinger, worked
in the three museum buildings
cleaning, organizing, creating
and revamping displays.

Many paintings and portraits
were mounted on the upstairs
walls, quilts displayed in their
new room, showcases updated,
and the 1920s basement kitchen
has a new brighter look under
Joan’s guidance. In the Ag I
Building, this farm wife worked
on displays of feed sacks, tools,
canning supplies, a rural school
center, and many other artifacts.
She envisions an improvement
and makes it happen either by
her own hands or by recruiting
others to help. She repaired nu-
merous antique books, atlases,
and toys. She organized and in-
dexed scrapbooks and repainted
picture frames for the Museum at
her farm home.

Joan has written several short
historical books, including “The
Farmstead Act in Richardson
County 1934-1943” and a history
of her church. She has given pre-
sentations to groups. Six of her
eight ancestral lines that settled
in the county were from the same
village in Germany to which she
and Kenneth once traveled for
research. From that and other re-
search, she has written four-fam-
ily genealogical histories. Sup-
porting her enthusiasm and con-
tributions to Richardson County
history are her son, Bruce, and
his wife, Vicky, of Reserve, KS,
and daughter, Susan, and her
husband, Ross Walkup, of York,
and their families.”

Joan and other volunteers con-
tinue weekly working to preserve
Richardson County’s history.

More help is always welcome.
The Museum welcomes visitors
Wed.-Thurs.-Fri. from 2:00 -
4:00 and other times by calling
ahead.

LARIAT, 86,000 MI.
$44,450

(Please turn to Page 14)

Stamper request to apply for a
(Please turn to Page 3)

DEBBIE PALMER LONGED FOR
A SISTER, NOW SHE HAS THREE

By Lori Gottula

It was Christmastime, 2020. Debbie Palmer of
Falls City turned her computer on and opened her
Ancestry.com account. She didn’t know why. She
had looked at it nearly every day for two years,
and no message had ever come. But that day was
different.

That day, Debbie got one of the best Christmas
presents she had ever received.

Ancestry.com had found a familial match in
Maui, Hawaii. After a lifetime of waiting, Deb had
possibly located a member of her birth father’s
family.

ond cousin in Hawaii, so Brynn sent the woman a
message. The lady didn’t respond because she had
deleted the Ancestry app. Debbie was so disap-
pointed. Brynn didn’t give up there, though. She
searched the woman’s Facebook page and found
that she had a cousin in Omaha, named Linda
Miller. Brynn gave the information to her mom,
and left the ball in Debbie’s court.

Deb stewed about it for days. She wasn’t sure
she wanted to risk the possible rejection. But she
had so many questions! Was her father still alive?
Did his family even know about her? And most
importantly, did he

“I was excited and
nervous at the same
time,” Debbie said,
during a recent inter-
view. “I had known
since age four that
I was adopted. My
adoptive parents, Bill
and Mildred Prater,
had been very open
about it. Mom had
told me that my birth
mother had lived
with her and my dad
for the last month of
her pregnancy, and
had given birth to me
in Falls City.

“My birth mother’s
name was not listed
on my birth certifi-

REUNITED, L-R: Rickee Tsuda,(Hawaii); Debbie Palmer,
(Falls City), Ronda Jenkins, (California); and Renee Hahn
(Missouri). (Photo by Jessica Santo Photography)

have any daugh-
ters? Debbie had
longed for a sis-
ter her entire life,
for someone who
looked like her,
for that close bond
that only sisters
knew.

Knowing the
answers to those
questions far out-
weighed her fear
wal |Of rejection,  so

g | she finally made a
phone call to Lin-
da Miller.

“My name is
Debbie Palmer,”
she said. “I don’t
want anything

cate, but Mom told
me that her name was Carol (Burge) Nielsen.
When I was in my late 20s, I searched for and
found her. My parents were not only supportive,
they got to know Carol again, and often invited
her and her husband, Paul, to their home for din-
ner, even when I wasn’t around!”

Debbie, too, developed relationships with Carol,
Paul, and their four sons, all of whom were Deb-
bie’s half-brothers. She had always had a good re-
lationship with her own brother, Randy Prater, too,
so suddenly, she had five brothers!

However, she longed to know about her birth fa-
ther’s family. She knew that he had visited her in
the hospital just days after her birth, and she knew
that his name was Bernard Peterson. However, she
had no idea what to do with the information.

In 2018, her daughter, Brynn O’Banion Crabb
signed her up for Ancestry.com. Then, on that
fateful day in 2020, the message finally came.

The familial DNA match linked Debbie to a sec-

from you. But I
am the daughter of Bernard Peterson. Do you
know him?”

The woman was silent for a moment.

“He was my favorite uncle,” she said. Then,
she threw the doors of her heart wide open, and
welcomed Debbie in. The two chatted for hours.
Linda told Debbie that Bernard was from Omabha,
but had settled in California. He had worked as a
carpenter and had raised four children—a son who
had passed away at age 51, and three daughters, all
of whom were alive and well.

Three daughters!? Debbie had three half-sisters?
Yes. She had three half-sisters—Ronda, Rickee,
and Renee. Linda vowed to connect them all. Deb-
bie hung up, nervous but excited.

Linda called back a few days later with the news
for which Debbie had yearned her entire life. All
three of her sisters wanted to meet her. The next
thing Debbie knew, her sister Ronda had arranged
a Facetime call.

(Please turn to Page 3)
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THE BUTTERFLY EFFECT

By Jill Kruse, D.O.

My daughter recently brought home a monarch caterpillar. We
cared for it in a container making sure it had a supply of fresh milk-
weed leaves and kept its cage clean. It seemed perfectly content to
munch on leaves all day. After a few days it hung upside-down
from the lid of the cage and we waited for it to form a chrysalis,
and eventually convert to a butterfly.

We used the time lapse video capability of our cell phone to cap-
ture the transformation. Watching the video, the change seems
easy, quick, and effortless. There does not appear to be any major
ef-fort or pain involved for the caterpillar. However, after research-
ing the subject, we came to appre-ciate the significant process the
caterpillar undergoes which is not apparent to the naked eye of the
observer.

Unless we take time to learn about the butterfly’s makeover, we
may tend to minimize it as an un-complicated process. Literally
everything about the caterpillar changes. Its old body is complete-
ly broken down for the new one to form. Enzymes are released
to break down the caterpillar skin and hormones allow new body
parts to be formed. To the spectator, it looks easy, to the caterpillar,
it is a monumental task.

This got me thinking about how change is difficult for people,
and how important it is for us to sup-port each other as we attempt
it. Many changes in life are painful and complicated, especially
those we make to improve our health, or our physical, emotional,
or spiritual wellbeing.

Breaking old habits and creating new, healthier behaviors involves
a transformation. It requires that we learn new ways of thinking and
practice positive self-talk which is sometimes uncomfortable and
challenging work. Quitting smoking, walking every day, choos-
ing different healthier foods, and avoiding junk food are changes
that offer long-term benefits. The work may not seem worth it in
the short-term. You may want to give up, especially when others
do not seem to notice your strug-gles or understand how you are
feeling inside. You may miss the way things were before you em-
barked upon your journey.

Look to the butterfly for encouragement to continue your trans-
formation. Change may feel like a struggle, but when your wings
emerge and you take flight thanks to your healthier habits, the
change will be its own reward.

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of physicians
and currently practices family medi-cine in Brookings, South Da-
kota. For free and easy access to the entire Prairie Doc® library,
visit www.prairiedoc.org and follow Prairie Doc® on Facebook
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical Q&A show
streaming most Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.

DISABILITY:
Live Independently

If you have a disability, you still have
a right to live and work in your com-
munity, like anyone else.

The staff at the League of Human
Dignity is skilled at helping you de-
velop a program of services tailored
to meet your

unique needs. LEAGUE

Call us today OF

to see how we HUMAN

can help. DIGNITY
Phone 833-800-5643
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HiGHER OFFICE BECKONS? GOVERNOR
SEEMS TO BE ACTING LIKE IT

Capitol View
Nebraska Press Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

The term-limited seated Gov-
ernor has become a very vocal
critic of the Biden Administra-
tion policies — to the point of
releasing press statements in op-
position to some of them.

Probably not unprecedented,
but it’s obvious that Republi-
can Pete Ricketts has his eye on
the prize, whatever that may be.
There is no declaration of U.S.
Senate aspirations. He tried that
once and lost. Many thought he
was expecting an appointment
from the Trump Administration
had there been a second term.
That did not happen.

So, what is the prize? Rumors
have been whispered that he
wants the big show; he wants
to be the next President of the
United States. There is even talk
that a campaign committee has
been formed, though there is a
lack of evidence to prove that,
yet.

Well, if it is POTUS, who are
we to deny those aspirations?
The reality is, he is the governor
of one of those mostly square
states out west that most people
can’t find on an unmarked map,
and many of us like it that way.
In that regard, get in line some-
where behind Governor Kristi
Noem of South Dakota, that
mostly square state just to the
north.

She’s out there making vis-
its to Iowa and Texas in an ef-
fort to test the waters and make
friends. Her controversial anti-
virus attitudes won national at-
tention when she refused state-
wide shutdowns and mandatory
masking during the pandemic.
Nebraska’s governor had the
same attitude about imposing
federal directed initiatives as the
country battled the coronavirus.

While some hope that Trump
stays on the sidelines in 2024,
the candidates are lining up for
what could be a crowded field.
Florida Governor Ron DeSantis
and Texas Governor Greg Ab-
bott are likely contenders. They
come from states that figure
prominently in national politics.
Then there’s Mike Pence, Nikki
Haley and Mike Pompeo. Peo-
ple with name recognition.

Noem jumped on defying pan-
demic restrictions early and
found the fodder for building a
national profile. Nebraska fig-
ured prominently in the coro-
navirus picture thanks mostly
to the top, often-quoted — doc-
tors at the University of Nebras-
ka Medical Center in Omabha,
which is well known for its in-
fectious disease research and
treatment. Science versus poli-
tics. That’s a tough national sell.

So Nebraska’s Governor has
turned his  attention-getting
thoughts to things like Biden’s
cancellation of the Keystone
Pipeline, which would have
brought hundreds of jobs to Ne-
braska. But the biggie, by far,
is the opposition to President
Biden’s plan to conserve 30 per-
cent of the nation’s land and wa-

ter by 2030. The Governor calls
it a federal land grab and has
held statewide townhall meet-
ings to spread the word. Propo-
nents say it is strictly voluntary
and an attempt to improve the
environment. Opponents say the
Conservation Reserve Program
already in place is enough.

Given that an attempt in the
recently completed Legislature
to enact voter ID legislation
failed, there is a petition drive
underway to place the issue on
the next general election ballot.
Senator Julie Slama, a Republi-
can in the officially non-partisan
Legislature, and the Nebraska
Republican Party — and most

likely some of Ricketts’ per-
sonal funding — are behind the
measure.

So, what’s next? There is an
upcoming special session, may-
be in September, for redistrict-
ing based on new census figures.
This would be a good opportu-
nity for the Governor to wield
some behind-the-scenes power
and grab a few headlines.

It all adds to the political in-
trigue.

J.L. Schmidt has been cover-
ing Nebraska government and
politics since 1979. He has been
a registered Independent for 20
years.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: LEGENDARY ATHLETES

ACROSS

1.*Baseball’s “The Say Hey Kid”
5. TV tube in days of yore

8. Proof of age, pl.

11. Medicinal succulent

12. Toward shelter, nautically
13. White heron

15. Poet ____ Angelou

16. Where a bib is tied

17. Taste like grapes

18. *First African American to play in
MLB

20. Chap or fella

21. Do like Etna

22. Auction set

23. Property defacer

26. Italian vermouth brand

30. 2nd largest bird in world

31. Informal wear

34.“The Man Who ___ Too Much”
35. Relating to Scandinavia
37.Chicken ______ king

38. Nearsited one

39. Bear in the sky

40. The largest Asian antelope
42. *Dolphin great ___ Marino
43. Reusable painting pattern
45. Stands out

47. Cotillion V.I.P.

48. Deli item

50. Cain’s brother

52. *ak.a. The Great Bambino
55. Oyster gem

56. Dwarf buffalo

57. Algonquian people

59. Body trunk

60. Hay spot

61. *”Battle of the Sexes” champion
62. A in FANBOYS

63. Altitude, for short

64. “Comme ci, comme Aa”

DOWN

. Mom in Scotland

. Wing-shaped

. Walk-the-dog toy

. Bottom of the ocean

. Fastener

. Move a plant

. *Pele or Bob Feller when they debuted
. Armenia’s neighbor

. Cabinet div.

10. Dirty dwelling

12. Declares invalid

13. Encourage, two words

14. *NHL’s “The Great One”

19. Very angry

22. Type of English course, for short
23. Where women are from?
24.“To death” in France

25. Florence Nightingale, e.g.

26. Mountain goat terrain

27. Opposite of cathode

28. Himalayan country

29. *Track and field star of 1936 Olympics
32. Frozen rain

33.¢____ atease”

36. *He simultaneously played in MLB
and NFL

38. Ginger beer in a cocktail, e.g.
40. Pen point

41. Sea in the Mediterranean
44.Yo-Yo Ma’s instrument

46. Talks like a chicken

48. Overfamiliar from overuse

49. Terminate, as in mission

50. Same as eon

51. Shakespeare, ak.a. ____ of Avon
52.“Ali ____ and the 40 Thieves”
53. *Tinker, Evers and Chance, e.g.
54. Egg-layers

55. Parent volunteer organization
58.1d’s partner
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50 Years Ago-July 28,1971 to August 3, 1971

County Agent Tom Aitken completed his fourth scheduled inspection
of previously selected stations in eight locations, for signs of the blight
epidemic. He hadn’t found anything because the weather temperatures
weren’t where they needed to be for the blight to reach serious propor-
tions.

Richardson County rocker Landon, N.D. came highly recommended
as a humorous after-dinner speaker and was present at the annual cook-
out of the Richardson County Livestock Feeders’ and Breeders’ associa-
tion at Verdon state lake.

Janice Kottich hurled a no-hitter in the Small Girls’ league tournament
at the north diamond to help boost the Vets Club into the tourney semi-
finals. The Vets Club won the game 17-0.

Children’s play shorts, size 2-8, were on sale at Gibson Discount Cen-
ter for 3/$1.00. There you could also find Excedrin Extra Strength Pain
Reliever for $1.19.

On Penneys End-of-Month Clearance sale, you could purchase Jamai-
ca Shorts anywhere from $0.50 to $2.22. (Excuse me while a Google
Jamaica Shorts).

An advertisement ran that only read, “August 4. Just Keep Repeating
This Date. More Later.” It went hand in hand with a previous ad that
read, “Watch for the Biggest news in over half a century. Morehead Auto
Co.” Come back to this column to see what the hype was about!

Los Angeles (AP)-John Wayne sued Paramount Pictures for $1.7 mil-
lion over the sale to television of “True Grit,” which won the veteran
actor his only Oscar. Wayne’s suit contends that Paramount sold too
cheaply, short-changing Wayne’s residual share of the profits.

Demolition workers began taking the tile roof off the 60-year-old Sts.
Peter & Paul Catholic church at 19th and Fulton preliminary to razing
the structure. The new church was planned to be built eventually to re-
place the previous structure, which had not been used for services since
August 15, 1969.

The trophy winners of the Women’s Invitational golf tournament in-
cluded: Elaine Doe-Mann, Marcella Hoban, Francie Simon, Nancy
Montgomery, Katie Buchholz and Palma Holding.

Mrs. William Allen was named principal of the Palms and Cherry
Beach elementary schools near Marine City, Mich. Mrs. Allen gradu-
ated from Salem high school, attended Peru State College, taught fourth
grade in Plassmouth for two years, and spent 14 years teaching at the
Cherry Beach and Palms schools.

A grand opening was held for Harmon’s High-Performance Center.

Arlington, TX (AP)- At least 45 families signed “no smoking” pledges
to save $1 a month off their apartment complex monthly rent to stop
smoking.

25 Years Ago-July 28, 1996 to August 3, 1996

Tracy Jones and Dana Kottich spent a week in Atlanta for the 1996
Summer Olympic Games. The girls operated a booth selling necklaces
throughout the day and were able to take time out and see some of the
sights. They caught a couple of table tennis and sand volleyball games.
The booth they operated was within 100 feet of the bomb that shut down
Centennial Park early Saturday, July 27 morning.

Gynae Hall, daughter of Thomas and Kathie Hall of Barada, received
the Creighton University Labaj Scholarship value at $14,000. She was
also awarded the Willis A. Linn Scholarship for $500 and the Colonel
Laron Parker Linn Scholarship for $2,115 by the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln. She had plans to attend UNL in the fall and major in nursing.

UPS driver Mary Frary was honored for completing ten years of safe
driving for the company. She served the rural Auburn and Falls City
areas.

Laura Bartek, Elementary II; Kevin Rieger, Elementary III; and Laura
Young, Gavin Jorn and Ryan Zeigler, all Intermediate II piano, were
among the Nebraska summer music’s gold (trophy) award winners
Olympics in Omabha.

Eighty local basketball players honed their skills and met former Kan-
sas Jayhawk guard Calvin Rayford at the Pro-Tech basketball Camp at
Prichard Auditorium. MVP award winners for the weekend event were
Lee Hullmann, Matt Sells, and Tony Santo.

Richardson County Junior Fair medal winners at the Poultry Show
were: Shannon Alexander, Tierney Schutte, Arica Alexander, Jeannine
Mueller, Katie Mueller and Nicole Wissmann.

Staff members of the new Family Medicine Clinic at CMC hosted a
reception to welcome Dr. Deborah Stoner to Falls City. She began her
practice on August 1.

Starting August 20, 1715 Stone St. was the new home to Babes In Toy-
land Day-care/Preschool.

15 Years Ago-July 28, 2006 to August 3, 2006

The tracks east of Salem were closed due to a resolution passing for
safety reasons, lack of visibility it provided drivers.

Falls City High and other area football players played two all-star
games in Australia and also vacationed in Hawaii in June.

Lincoln-Bryan School of Nursing awarded 58 diplomas at Christ’s
Place Church, including; Ryan Ross, daughter of Brad and Regina Faller
of Falls City and Rhonda Kirkendall of Lincoln; Nichole Smith, daugh-
ter of Greg and Pam Smith of Falls City and Lana Hullman of White
Cloud; and Alicia Buss, daughter of Denny and Julie Buss of Humboldt.

Mike Gentry pulled out a 53-pound catfish from the mouth of the
Nemaha River with a rod and reel. The fish measured 4-feet, 2-inches
long. Gentry used chum for bait.

Sacred Heart’s Class of 1996 celebrated their 10-year reunion with a
BBQ and family night. Among the nine of 12 members in attendance
were Luke Santo, Eric Marx, Casey Symonds, Brett Burenheide, Brandi
Liberty, Jamie Sopoci, Kina Ahern, Julie Deckinger and Melanie Wes-
sel.

Southeast Nebraska Telephone Company presented a check in the
amount of $800 to the Falls City Recreation board to help support the
numerous youth programs offered by the FC Rec.

Kelly Carpenter was the winner of the stainless-steel grill in Sun Mart’s
BBQ Blowout promotion. The drawing was held on July 22.

BURBANK APARTMENTS

Come check us out and see what we have to offer!

M 1,2 & 3 Bedroom Apartments
M All electric -NO gas- i Minutes from downtown
M Water, sewer and garbage paid & Convenient Location

(402) 599-9660
Burbank Apartments, 2704 Chase Street, Falls City, NE 68355
- Applications are available at the office

(R & on our website www.costelloco.com

“This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider”

M On site laundry facilities

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Tracy Burns
named
Deputy City
Attorney

(Continued from Page 1)
USDA grant for two police ve-
hicles, the equipment that would
go with them, a camera system,
computer, software, a repeater
for mobile and portable radios
and a new dispatch console. The
total amount is $194,173.75.
The grant is a 75/25 grant, with
the city’s responsibility coming
to a total of $48,544. Assistant
Police Chief Stamper asked for
a resolution that authorizes the
Mayor and City Administra-
tor to sign documents required
for the grant. The Council ap-
proved.

Utility Superintendent Ray
Luhring spoke to the Council
about a contract between the
city and USDI (Utility Safety
and Design, Inc.) for design ser-
vices and gas main and service
line replacement for $31.,400.
The Council approved.

Luhring also addressed the
Council on a request to negotiate
a contract with JEO Engineering
for the proposed electrical dis-
tribution upgrade. The Board of
Public Works asked Luhring to
address the Council on the plan
before asking for permission to
negotiate a contract that can be
brought back to the Council lat-
er for approval.

Luhring said they’re looking
at doing two main alleys up-
town and undergrounding. “So
it’s probably about 15 to 20
years past is what they would
call useful life and design life.
We’ve had some issues up there
with trucks hitting poles, differ-
ent things, we’ve had some few
voltage issues.”

The project would be a long
process. Two engineering firms
are both included in the request
for proposal. They would be
working together; JEO Engi-
neering asked that they be the
lead and Olsen and Associates
would subcontract them on a
specific part of the project. Con-
struction likely wouldn’t start
until 2023 by the end due to
some available grants. Luhring
said electrical grants are rarely
available, but JBO made them
aware of the grants, one being
up to 75 percent.

Luke Keller was appointed as
a police officer as recommended
by Mayor Bindle. Police Chief
Jamie Baker said he thought
Keller was a good fit and the
Police Department could benefit
from his 13 years of experience.

City Administrator Gary Jorn
told the Council that through the
CARES Act, Falls City was able
to get reimbursed for presump-
tive wages that amounted to
about $148,000 for public safety
employees.

The city also received $360,000
as the first payment from ARPA
Funds American Recovery Act.
The Council will discuss how
the money is spent for premium
pay for public safety employees
such as police officers and dis-
patchers during the next Council
meeting.

COVID cases on
the rise again

in Nebraska

Data Table for Daily Case
Trends - Nebraska

7-Day
Date New Cases Moving Avg
Jul 22 2021.....233....ccoe. 139
Jul 21 2021.....164.......c.......... 127
Jul 20 2021..... 135 120
Jul192021..... M3 118
Jul 182021 ... 1M1 e 113
Jul17 2021 ... e 108
Jul 16 2021 ... 1M1 o 103
Jul 152021.....150.....ccoirene 98
Jul 14 2021 ... 1M1 o 91

Debbie Palmer longed for
a sister, now she has three

(Continued from Page 1)

Modern technology finally
connected Debbie to the miss-
ing links in her life. When the
four women met on screen, it
was like they had known each
other their entire lives.

“I couldn’t have asked for a
more welcoming reception,”
Debbie said. “I learned that my
father and his wife had moved
from California to Missouri af-
ter he retired, and that he had
died in 1994, of a massive heart
attack.

“Ronda still lives in Califor-
nia, in the home in which the
girls were raised. She has four
kids and five grandchildren.
Rickee lives in Maui, Hawaii.
Her fiancé is a chef at a five-
star restaurant and has been on
Guy Fieri twice! Rickee has a
daughter who is a surfer, too!
Renee has two daughters, a son,
and three grandchildren, and
lives in Missouri.”

The best news that came out
of the Facetime call was that
Rickee and Ronda had planned
a trip to Missouri in May, 2021,
to visit their mom and Renee.
The two excitedly agreed to add
a few days to their trip so they
could meet their new-found sis-
ter in person. Renee said she
would come, too. Debbie was
ecstatic.

Their cousin Linda was also
thrilled. She arranged a mini-
reunion at her house in mid-
May, where Debbie and her
husband, Bill, met her sisters,

and Linda’s entire family. Lin-
da’s Dad, Phillip, was there, as
well. He was Bernard Peter-
son’s brother, which made him
Debbie’s uncle. He welcomed
her with open arms, too.

On May 20th, all three of
Debbie’s sisters came to Falls
City. The four had a photo ses-
sion with professional photog-
rapher, Jessica Santo, at Joni
Milam’s house. A surprise party
had also been planned by Deb-
bie and Joni so that Deb’s new-
found sisters could meet her
family and some of her closest
friends.

“It was one of the best nights
of my life,” Debbie said. “My
friends all loved my sisters, and
vice versa.” They stayed up
until 2:30 a.m. chatting and get-
ting to know each other.

Debbie and Bill are now hop-
ing to visit Ronda in California,
and Rickee in Hawaii. Mean-
while, all of the women talk on
the phone several times a week.

“As soon as I met my sisters, |
felt bonds with them that I had
never felt before,” Debbie said.

The feeling of longing that
she had had her entire life is
now gone. It has been replaced
with love, acceptance, and
wholeness. And a connection
that took 63 years to realize and
understand.

Debbie owes it all to that one
fateful day, when she got the
best Christmas present she has
ever received. The link that led
her to her sisters.

ESTATE GUN AUCTION

JULY 31, 2021 A7 10:00 A.M.

416 MAIN, COMMUNITY CENTER, BERN, KS.
NO RESERVE AUCTION - 70+ GUNS
SELLER: FRED LEUTHOLD ESTATE
Auction by: Ash Realty & Auctions LLC, Sabetha, KS.
Steven Aeschliman, Auctioneer ¢ 785-547-5034

For full sale bill & pictures visit:
WWW.ASHREALTYANDAUCTIONS.COM

from election board.

James DeRoin
jwderoin@aim.com

Iowa Tribe of Kansas and
Nebraska Election

The election for the positions of Chairman, Secretary
and Member of the Executive Committee will be held
on Saturday October 16, 2021. Filing deadline will be
September 1, 2021. The forms can be picked up at the
Iowa Tribal Office between 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Mon-
day thru Friday, downloaded at the Tribes website at
iowatribeofkansasandnebraska.com or e-mail request

Iowa Tribe Election Board
Darla Valtrop  Bill Jensen

Humboldt Shares, Inc.
Annual Shareholders Meeting

August 3, 2021, 12:00 Noon
Humboldt Auditorium, Humboldt, NE
Lunch Available from the Titan Diner

PUBLIC INVITED
Guest Speaker-Scott Honan from NioCorp
Development Ltd.

NiOLCOIp

ISUPERALLOY MATERIAL

ADULT EDUCATION

*GED® Prep

§ Southeast Community College

“Providing opportunities for adult learners
to strengthen their lives through educational experiences.”

FREE Classes for Adults!

English as a Second Language

Classes start in August!
Contact Elizabeth Williams at ewilliams@southeast.edu,
402-890-3713, or Lynn Saffer at lsaffer@southeast.edu,
402-437-2719 for more information.

www.southeast.edu/adulteducation

Classesin...
Falls City

Adult Basic Education (including math, reading and writing)







