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ngh w1nds left nearly 30 Firefighters battlmg a house fire at 1612 Fulton Street in Falls City on Sun-
day afternoon. One of the occupants, pictured above (center) made it out with the clothes on his back,
as fire and smoke ravaged the house. Turn to Page 16 for full story.

PoLICE CHIEF ARMBRUSTER TO
RETIRE IN JULY AND DEBT
REFINANCING OFFERS BIG SAVINGS

By: Charlie Radatz

Falls City Police Chief Duane
Armbruster has announced his
intentions to retire on July 7,
2021. His retirement was an-

ruary. He also again praised the
cooperation of businesses and
industries and city staff’s work
in reducing power consumption
to avoid any loss of power on

nounced by City
Clerk-Treasurer
Gary Jorn during
the Monday, March
Ist meeting of the
City Council. Jorn
told members of
the Council that he
would be advertis-
ing the opening
and working with
Chief Armbruster
on details.

Jorn praised the
way the City Utility contracts for
its natural gas purchases. These
contracts enabled the Utility, he
said, to save eight million dol-
lars in a five-day period in Feb-

Police Chief Armbruster
(Journal file photo)

Feb. 16 when the
city had to rely on
its own generation
of electricity after
losing its regular
supply of power
from Omaha Pub-
lic Power District.
After consider-
able discussion,
the council voted
to authorize pay-
ing for half of the
cost of solving a
water drainage problem in the
alley adjacent to Falls City
Mercantile. Mezger Construc-
tion has estimated it will cost

(Please turn to Page 16)

MEDIATOR TO ASSIST ROADS
WORKER NEGOTIATIONS;, PUBLIC
HEARING SET ON A CO. ROAD CLOSURE

By Charlie Radatz

The Richardson County Board
of Commissioners’ regular
meeting was called to order by
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Chairman Sickel at 9:00 a.m. on
Tuesday, March 2, 2021. Roll
call was answered by Karas,
Caverzagie and Sickel.

Highway Superintendent Steve
Darveau updated the Board on
the routine maintenance be-
ing done on county roads and
bridges. The Board continued
its discussion for the purchase
of a 2021 Polaris Ranger with
the trade-in of the county’s 2019
Polaris Ranger with the Board
to consider the matter further at
next week’s meeting.

Mr. Darveau presented to the
Board a report on the use of
county road described as be-
ginning approximately 550 feet
West of the SE corner of the SE
Y% of Section 32, Township 2,
Range 15, and at the NE corner

(Please turn to Page 3)
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CMC 10
INCLUDE
EDUCATORS IN
VACCINATION
PROCESS

By Nikki McKim

During the CMC Joint Com-
munication held on Monday,
March 1, 2020, Ryan Larsen,
CEO of Community Medical
Center said at last count 54.3
percent of seniors, those 65 and
older in Richardson County,
“have received their first dose,
or in some cases their second
dose,” of the COVID vaccine.

“Twenty one percent, which
would be one in five Richardson
County residents have received
both doses, so we are really
starting to pick up speed with
that.” said Larsen.

Larsen said that because CMC
has reached the threshold of half
of seniors receiving at least the
first dose of the vaccine, they

(Please turn to Page 12)
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The group keeping A&G Restaurant running, L-R: Cedric, Alex,
LeeAnn, Elizabeth, Costas, Kim and Chessanie.

Tae COVID-

19 PANDEMIC:

ONE YEAR LATER; “WE’'RE
REALLY HAPPY THAT WE LIVE IN
A COMMUNITY LIKE FALLS CiTY”

This is part one of an ongoing
series about the COVID-19 Pan-
demic: One Year Later and how
it affected Richardson County
residents.

Story by Nikki McKim, photo by
Chelsie Alexander

In March 2020, during the few
days between girls state basket-
ball and boys state basketball,
the world as Falls City knew it
turned upside down.

There were rumblings of coro-
navirus that were starting to
make their way around the Unit-
ed States and worries were start-
ing to rise. Locally both Sacred
Heart girls and boys basketball
teams were playing in Lincoln

for that coveted state title. The
girls played to a packed house
of their friends and family,
while only a week later, the boys
played to an empty arena.
On March 13, 2020, Nebraska
Governor Pete Ricketts issued
an Emergency Declaration for
COVID-19.A 10 person limit on
gathers was to be observed and
other measured taken for social
distancing as recommended by
the Center for Disease Control.
Most organizations, business-
es, bars, and restaurants within
the City of Falls City’s corporate
limits voluntarily implement-
ed the recommendation of the
(Please turn to Page 3)
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SEL, AWD, 5-PASSENGER, ECOBOOST
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$34,500

Story and photo by
Brian McKim

In a game of runs, the
Falls City Sacred Heart
Irish basketball team
found themselves on

the wrong end of a pair
of them Saturday af-

ternoon in the Class
D2 NSAA State
basketball champi-
onship at Pinnacle
Bank Arena. The
26-2 Irish squared
off against the 24-0
Humphrey St.

‘ Francis Flyers in a
48 rematch of the 2018
championship. The

(Please turn to Page 7)
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Walk,Don’t Run

By: Nikki McKim

It's been one year.
| can’t wrap my mind around this whole thing. It still feels so surrealiH
people wearing masks to do everyday things like getting groceries [dnd
gas, losing loved ones, getting ill, staying ill. Or missing out on sogi4
interaction, family, or friends.
With this past weekend’s State Basketball in Lincoln, | was thinkihg"y
about how quickly the past year went. A year ago, last week was out last
“normal” week before everything really changed. It’s likely we’ll never go
back to the way things were. | now watch reruns of my favorite shows, Jike "”””‘(H({([[Hmm
Impractical Jokers, where they stand in crowded New York City strdets ”WH
and lean into strangers and whisper in their ears; share their food or ¢ hug
and think how that type of human contact between strangers may rlewes

exif/zzgigb this past weekend, Brian, Alex, and | watched our niece pIayB E CAR E F U L WI TH TH E I N C R EAS E D

in the State Tournament. We knew the rumblings and talked about them
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we made our way to Valentinos on 70th and loaded up on the all-you-can-  capjtol View to the state and its economy.  known as the state’s “rainy day
eat buffet. | typed this, lowered my head and shook it. Oh sweet, naikgpraska Press Association The Governor says that wefund,” had dropped to $333.5
little McKim family, you fools. On the other hand, I'm delighted we had By: J.J. Schmidt can reduce the property tax burmillion in 2019, after a couple
RQH AQDO DOO \RX FDQ HDW EXIIHW The Nebraska Economic Fereden and still achieve other keyof years in which state revenue

Since Boys State Basketball last year, March 14, 2020, I've been keeegging Advisory Board says itpriorities, including expanding slowed.
a journal. My migraine medication leaves me a bit forgetful, and | didﬁi‘iticipates the state will takeeducational opportunities and Jessica Shelburn, state direc
want to forget a moment of how strange these times were. in $204 million more in tax ke protecting public safety. Histor of the Koch Brothers-funded
On March 14 of last year (according to my journal), Brian covered $&pts this year than previouslybudget proposes the state investeonservative  political action
Irish Boys at a near-empty Pinnacle Bank Arena. | decided to see oneyl@gtipated.” The governor saydecord-high amount of aid—$1.1group, Americans for Prosper
movie. | went downtown to the Grand Cinema and bought myself a tigkgit means “we can deliver everpillion—to schools in each of ity, says the Legislature’s priority
to the 4:00 p.m. showing of Impractical Jokers: The Movie (I love thefore property tax relief on top of WKH QH[W WZR AV Fsbadld\ti¢ @siting that gvstate
LW-V DQ DGGLFWLRQ 7KH\ JRW PH WKUR Xdifat | had alrd&ly pgrdpds&nHninRludes $a-milionViKAY @p has a healthy cash reserve and
minutes, then about eight other people showed up. A gentleman invitgdbudget.” portunity Scholarships to give reforming the state’s tax code to
our group to the lobby, where he bought us each a drink and we proceedladlysts at one think tank saymore students from low-incomeallow for a stronger economic
WR WRDVW HDFK RWKHU IURP RXU VD QLW tHeHrgraasezovnds frontiatebrdifauilies theyoppgumte o etendegmgback. _
tioned this before, but for me, it was the best way to go into the quarantiadity of which lawmakers were private schools. The budget alsol agree with strengthening the
ZLWK D AOP DQG D WRDVW ZLWK VWUD QJHvanied @hen \Ahgwmawwutheirecommends a $3 million invest cash reserve and reforming the
Two days later, that theater closed. After the game, Brian and | wenQ® WHVW WD[ A[ % D @entdgn the teygbook loan pro state tax COd,e-_
the store to grab some essentials. It was a free-for-all. The battle for ttiiitsession. Looking ga:fgfad, Statgra&;‘g@pé"gée S‘i/ré%(t’: g\syt'[ugfe[]"[r?.esolglr:aoavgé let’s just save the mon
SDSHU IUR]JHQ DQG FDQQHG IRRGV ZDV RrevenuesRI® projaqtedra ranein Rl | =In €Y. g .
think that's when the reality of the situation began to sink in for me. BefdeH ODWLYHO\" ADW €@, @ Ch@HOT /pAPpyopead J.L. Schmidt has been covering
leaving Lincoln, we had one last sit-down dinner in a restaurant. HadG@éise of the increased cost of th#ons Committee, welcomed theNebraska government and politics

known it was our last one, for now, a year and counting, we would hRV@perty tax credit (relief) they new forecast, saying it will makesince 1979. He has been a regis-
chosen wisely ' ' ' had promised. it possible to rebuild the state’stered Independent for 21 years.

The days leading up to that weekend were our last normal days and®@yond the political rhetoric, cash reserve. The reserve, also
had no idea what was about to hit. That Saturday, as Brian and | y&f¢on and speculation that-al
dered through aisles of people without masks, we were in the middI¥/gyS Surrounds the revenue fore STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

the world, transitioning into what it is now and we had no idea. Many%@°t @nd the best way to use the
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was going to write about the virus for the paper. | put together a IongI ks like a year down the road. 8: Don't know what to say” sound 3. Tubby little cubby

formational story about COVID-19, but it was too long, so | would run iji ot . 11. Eon, flt- sp. 4. Enél%seD Wiéhi,n acyst
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Walgreens in St. Joe for over 20 minutes because everyone was stadfiig’s budget. Revenue projecls. *Annual exam 10. Not Miss or Ms

up on medications. | was so scared that night after hearing everyone igt RQV IRU WKH F Xi.?' tﬁdqegwotfgﬂo{gvﬁp O \HDU .QAXHQ]D
. LIke a Yornanti e

ing about people stocking up on supplies and being robbed that | sleg{éfe raised by $204 million to 22’ *Anatomical pouch ii: §§2%‘i’§£’ smooth or skeletal ones

the couch and ordered cameras to put up around the house. | forgot§®muo billion. The adjustment ‘RUN RYHU ZLWK AVWV 19 ZJgikkfy ¥y
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March 20, 2020. | wrote about how much we were eating out. | gairgdof $95 million in individual 31 Wiar s teorist wants o spread 23. “Cerebellum location |
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the summer went on. | spent every cent of my disposable income on fiypdales and use tax receipts, $4§' \(/;Vr'g?g%%egarticle 26. *Kissing disease?
You would have thought that COVID was going to destroy all of our foadillion in corporate tax receipts 3s. Colorado resort % HBae";?lgst‘."’?,f:‘,gs nowhere
It's funny to think about how you will react in certain situations. Wherahd $4 million in miscellaneous39. Hipbones man’ (2 words)
panic, | buy food. taxes. 20 Recede, as in tide (2 words) 29. Plural of #26 Down

A few days later, | drove around on a rainy Sunday morning and toGovernor Pete Ricketts says thes. stinging shrub, pl. oy Rlis pars of these

photos of the churches that had closed and noted how empty the stredtRdd HFDVW LV UHA Hﬁ\@ﬁﬂg‘i&'iﬂ mp Uk H IDF V‘és. *a.k.a. kneecap

Falls City looked. Even to this day, | take pictures of everything that igfrat Nebraska's economy contin 4g° RZ{;ﬁ?]‘g 0 a lobe 38. Mr. T's team
“normal.” Signs, vaccination sites and COVID testing centers in old bafs to deliver great opportunitiesso. Saint's topper Al Gomic ook gate
drive-thru's. | pray that these are things that we only see for a short ifng1e midst of the pandemic,-re 22 E'é'é‘_é%'bered 44. Andrew Webber's middle name
and they vanish as quickly as they appeared. | hope that someday, ARKING In sStrong tax revenues. ™ sjAup zLwk FRQAGHQFH® Forcelulygrabs
PHPRU\ LV IX]]\ WR WKH SDVW \HDU -V HY HRE0EG Frycprecyive firRaiar . Samongatay  +H v 49. S-shaped moldings
old enough that he'll remember, just like | remember every momentiiff OpenSky Policy Institute in g3 Tocin COU0n 50.“The ___for Red October”
September 11, 2001, and the days and months after. But when he telld}f9In, warns that the rapid rises:’ rypured _ 21. Greek god of war

L : : - e property tax credits resulteds2. © ~_ my party, and I'll cry if | want 22- Strip of wood
story to his kids or family, | want him to have a clear picture of what (Eb[ property tax cr oo 1 Parb y 53. Breakfast spot?
days were like. The nights we sat at home and played games, watche a ‘technlcallty. rather than 63. Store posting, abbr. 54. Spelling or Kelly
and talked, but also the nights that were hard and we wanted to Kill omic growth in the state.gs s argest organ 55. Biathlon equipment
; - , technicality was the change 58. One less than jack

other because we’ve spent every moment looking at each other day in ajjd

e deadline for the payment of
9 income taxes from April to
. If those taxes had been paid
in April, as in normal times, the
dated forecast would show a

day out for three months. | want him to remember the facetime calls
my sister, the notes of encouragement on Falls City Businesses win
and signs. | want him to remember all of it.

It's been a wild year. | hope 2021 slows down and lets us enjoy ev
thing she has to offer. Better, healthier days, hugs, family get togethef§ in state re e for the eur
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things. Lawmakers passed LB 1107 last
year with the understanding that
the income tax credit it created
[SSN 10742480 would increase in its initial years
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