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Two Thousand Eleven

 Traffic accidents on Richard-
son County roads and highways 
took the lives of three persons in 
2011.
 One of the fatalities was in 
a tractor accident northeast of 
Falls City, a motorcyclist was 
killed in a traffic accident on 
Highway 73 south of Falls City 
and the third was in a traffic 
accident on Highway 75 at the 
north edge of the county.
  No other violent deaths were 
reported in 20ll.
 Following is the list of 
countyans and  former countyans 
who passed away during  the 
year and whose obituaries ap-
peared in the Journal:

January
 l. Carrol E. Noa, 87, Stella native, 
Nemaha.
 2. Eva A. “Tiny” Wittwer, 9l, Sa-
lem.
 4. Helen A. Moore, 93.
 5. Lawrence J. Clancy, 58, Hum-
boldt.
 6. Sherry L. Huppert, 54.
 7. Barbara S. Jones, 69, former 
Falls Cityan, Gering.
 l0. Esther M. Wittrock-Breeden, 
80, Falls City native, La Follette, TN.
 ll. David W Joy, 7l, Falls City na-
tive, Lee’s Summit, MO; Frances M. 
Werner, 84, Humboldt native, Lin-
coln.
 l4. Everett A. Niemeyer, 8l, Falls 
City native, Lincoln.
 l5. Lorraine Albert, 90, Falls City 
native, Ft. Collins, CO.
 l7. Judith Ann Stephenson, 78, 

Three traffic
fatalities in 
county in ‘11

(Please turn to Page 5)

   “Under water” 
was a much-
used term 
in 2011, de-
scribing hom-
eowners whose 
mortgages far 
exceeded the 
value of their 
homes.  It took 
on a much more 
literal mean-
ing in much 
of Nebraska, 
western Iowa 
and northwest 
Missouri in 
2011, as a re-
cord-breaking 
flood inundated 
the region for much of 
the spring, summer 
and into the fall.
   Locally, the effects 
were experienced 
most drastically at Rulo, 
where the floodwaters 
continued to rise and spread, 
eventually causing the closure 
of the Missouri River Bridge on 
June 23.  Because of serious and 
extended flooding on the Mis-
souri side, the bridge did not re-
open until Dec. 18.
   Residents — and bottom 
ground farmers — knew they 
were in for a tough summer early 
in June.  By June 9, the Big Lake 
area had been largely abandoned 
and travel was threatened for 
those hoping to get to I-29.  Just 
a few weeks later, that route, 
and many others from northeast 
Nebraska to southeast Nebraska 

‘Under water’

and beyond, was closed — and 
not just for days but for months.
   The unprecedented amount of 
water, blamed on huge snowmelt 
and excessive rainfall, prompted 
a tremendous release of wa-
ter from upper Missouri River 
damns.  Corps of Engineers man-
agers were the targets of lots of 
criticism, but were later found to 
have been largely powerless in 
staving off the floodwaters.
   For Richardson County, dam-
age to farm ground was in the 
millions.  Commerce to and 
from Missouri was virtually im-

possible for six months, directly 
and negatively impacting local 
merchants.  Work on the new 
bridge at Rulo was halted, set-
ting the project back by untold 
months.
   When the floodwaters finally 
receded, the damage to roads 
on the Missouri side of the river 
was immense.  Swirling waters 
scrubbed scour holes that took 
tons of rock to fill, not only on 
Hwy. 159 east of Rulo, but also 
east of Brownville, too.
   The economic impact of the 
never-ending flood is still being 

calculated.
   Ease of travel had received a 
boost in January, when Highway 
73, north of Falls City, reopened 
after 10 months of reconstruc-
tion.  Difficult detour routes had 
made travel dangerous and ex-
pensive, as area drivers experi-
enced more than a few flat tires 
and damage to suspension sys-
tems on their cars and trucks.
   In late spring, the Ballpark Im-
provement Committee held pub-
lic meetings before launching 
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 Bowl game after bowl 
game after bowl game. 
Politician after politician 
after politician. Oh, for 
a few re-runs of ‘I Love 
Lucy.’

Contents

   The Richardson County Com-
missioners, meeting in regular 
session at the Courthouse on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, approved an 
agreement to lease part of the 
Armory building to a Minnesota 
firm.
   Effective Jan. 1, Telecom Con-
struction will lease office space 
on the south side of the Armory, 
as well as two large storage ar-
eas in the building.  Monthly 
rent will be $800.  The building 
is leased on a month-to-month 
basis.  The county will retain 
use of non-leased parts of the 
Armory.
   Telecom Construction crews 
have been installing fiber optic 
cable in Falls City and Richard-
son County in Southeast Ne-
braska Communication’s major 
Fiber To The Home project.
   Commissioners Dave Sickel, 
Bill Ely and Jim Davidson were 
unanimous in approving the 
agreement, signed by Chairman 
Sickel.
   After a review with Highway 
Supt. Scott Huppert, the commis-
sioners voted to award the bid 
for tires to Harmon’s OK Tire of 
Falls City.  Harmon’s submitted 
the low bid of $19,965.04 for 12 
grader tires, 16 drive tires and 10 
steer/trailer tires, all to be used 
by the Roads Department.  Bids 
were also received from Topeka, 
Omaha and Lincoln businesses.
   A bridge abutment/wing repair 
bid was also opened, accepted 
for review and then tabled after 
a discussion with the county’s 

County agrees
to Armory lease

(Please turn to Page 14)
(Please turn to Page 8)

 Falls City Sacred Heart’s 
“Pink Out” event to raise money 
and awareness for the Richard-
son County Cancer Fund was 
a big success, generating $373 
for the Fund (Chair Peggy Da-
vidson is shown at the right re-
ceiving the money from FCSH 
Superintendent Msgr. Robert 
Roh), as well as much enthu-
siasm from the youngsters, 
particularly these ladies pho-
tographed at the top, from left: 
Taylor Frederick, Rachel Mag-
danz, Emma Frederick, Lainey 
Ebel and Lauren Malone. Mrs. 
Davidson reported that the 
Cancer Fund has contributed 
a total of $82,400 to 94 cancer 
patients in the county the past 
two years.

 Mitchell Harling and the Tigers 
8-2 entering 2012. 

   - Page 10
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: Winter Fun

ACROSS
1. Found on a necklace
6. Cul de ___
9. Loads
13. Furry coats
14. Make a mistake
15. *Snow impression
16. Nets basketball coach
17. Major record label
18. Bogart’s “Key _____”
19. *Dripped shape
21. *Like cleanest snow?
23. Sigma ___ Epsilon
24. Never wave the white one?
25. Bayerische Motoren Werke
28. Somebody ____
30. *It means more winter?
35. Paper unit
37. One of many on a list
39. Pro teams do this all the time
40. Therefore
41. *”The Bear Who _____ Through Christ-
mas”
43. Algonquian people
44. Sour in taste
46. Dunking treat
47. Retained
48. Often done for ransom
50. “Eternal life” character
52. “___ & the Family Stone”
53. It’s projected in frames
55. Long time
57. *Popular sculpture
61. Result of audience demand
64. Hades river with magic water
65. Cause annoyance in or disturb
67. Native of American Great Plains
69. Worry
70. Female reproductive cell, pl.
71. Ruhr’s industrial center
72. Between stop and roll
73. Type of sweet potato
74. Used in fermenting

DOWN
1. Accounting degree
2. ____ Strauss
3. Actor recently kicked off airplane
4. Used for landing
5. Psychologist’s domain
6. Withered
7. Part of a circle
8. Front _____ in swimming
9. Annoying biter
10. Mike Myers animated character
11. What panhandler does
12. Vegas bandit
15. Ablaze

Answers on Page 6

20. Jaunty rhythms
22. Possesses
24. F in FBI
25. *No school
26. Sarkozy’s thank you
27. Engaged, as in war
29. Unaccompanied
31. St. Louis monument
32. Challenges
33. Nancy _____ of “Entertainment Tonight”
34. Like untended garden
36. Between dawn and noon
38. Welcoming sign
42. _____ of appreciation
45. Male mixologists

49. Princess tester?
51. *It features six on six
54. Diplomat on a mission
56. It can be loud or white
57. *Pulled ride
58. Not far
59. Von Bismarck or Hahn, e.g.
60. Wallop
61. Ophthamologist’s check-up, e.g.
62. Civil Rights icon
63. Female sheep, pl.
66. Actress Longoria
68. The little one “stopped to tie his shoe”

   I’m not one to make a bunch of New Year’s resolutions, thus avoid-
ing the guilt from not keeping them.  But a thought’s been brewing 
in my mind in recent days.  It’s time to finally show some gumption 
and put personal declarations out there for all Journal readers to 
see.  All of the following may not fall into the “resolution” category, 
but hopefully you’ll get the drift.  Starting Jan. 1, 2012, I promise 
myself to:
 
   — Overcome my addiction to hip-hop music.  By New Year’s Day, 
I will have hopped my last hip and hipped my final hop.
   — Form a new club:  the over-60-male late-night, early-morning 
indoor short walk group.  Guys over 60 will know what I’m talking 
about here.  John Weaver of Santa Barbara, CA, will be installed 
as president during a 4:30 a.m. conference call linking restrooms 
nationwide.
   — Discontinue daily swim workouts in the Missouri River until 
the Corps of Engineers is relieved of its water-flow responsibili-
ties.
  — Do everything in my power to make Triscuits the No. 1 cracker 
in the Midwest.
   — Learn how to pronounce misogamy and find out what the word 
means.
   — Find one network TV show, in addition to “60 Minutes,” I can 
actually watch.
   — Encourage the “Healthy Choice” frozen dinner people to re-
place broccoli with any other vegetable in just a few of their meals.  
   — Urge Bob Kerrey to move back to Nebraska for obvious (to 
me) reasons.
   — Stop using the term “far out,” in respect to a recent column by 
the Omaha World-Herald’s Bob Nelson.  Or whatever.
   — Put a stop to my personal foreign aid contributions to Paki-
stan.
   — Study the finer points of taxidermy, then stuff a squirrel.
   — Compare and contrast Mitt Romney, Newt Gingrich, Ron Paul, 
Rick Perry, Rick Santorum, Michelle Bachmann, Herman (The Her-
manater) Cain and Jon Huntsman and settle, once and for all, who 
is the true conservative.  
   — Develop a list that rates the top five brands of bottled water.  
Then always carry around my top choice.
   — Find out how to send a signal to outer space that pleads with all 
the aliens to stop bugging me.
   — Expand my coveted collection of Gary Busey movies.  The 
man can act.
   — Work tirelessly to remove “The Apprentice” and its host from 
our air.
   — Rake leaves and clean out the garage BEFORE winter.
   — Buy a pair of leather pants and hang them in my closet as a 
reminder of what might have been but now will never be.
   — Cut my intake of Starbucks Caffé Verona® in half, to 25 cups 
a day, except on weekends.
   — Write a “Sez I” reminding readers that the Journal welcomes 
their signed opinions.
   — Put a large note on the steering wheel of my car pointing out the 
urgency of raising the garage door before backing out.  So far, not a 
problem, but you never know and what’s another note, anyway?
   — Find a dishwasher detergent I can live with.
   — Re-read and re-watch “To Kill a Mockingbird,” hoping that 
Tom doesn’t die at the end.
   — Practice, practice, practice until every remote I own can be 
operated in complete darkness.
   — Purchase the “Book of Football Humor” and send it to Coach 
Bo.
   — Never vote for anyone who refuses to negotiate with the other 
side.  
   — Require that Journal carriers who are not accompanied by their 
parents on routes learn how to read house numbers.
   — Clean off my desk.  Wonder what’s under there?
   — Realize that the “missing link” just might live in Richardson 
County.
   — Wish all Journal readers and advertisers a Happy and Prosper-
ous New Year and pledge to do a better job in 2012.   



A Capitol Commentary
By Mary Kay Quinlan, 

Bureau Chief, Nebraska News Service
 

         Nebraska politi-
cal junkies got a new fix 
this week when Demo-
cratic Sen. Ben Nelson 
announced he would not 
seek reelection, setting off 
speculation about who the 
state’s Democrats might 

find to run for the open seat against a field 
of well-heeled and long-running Republicans.
         One of the possibilities, former Lt. Gov. Kim Robak, was quot-
ed as saying she’d consider running, but that the political divisive-
ness in Washington, D.C., was a less than attractive feature of the 
job.
      Think about that for a minute.
      Robak, like all political figures, no doubt has supporters and 
detractors.  But she is an intelligent, respected Lincoln attorney, and 
surely is an example of the type of people whose credentials plausi-
bly fit them for public office.
      But if the intensely partisan atmosphere in Washington turns off 
too many such potential candidates, who do we have left to choose 
from?  Just the people who like to hear themselves talk?  The people 
who just like to argue in front of television cameras? The people 
who are gifted at crafting sound bites—or hiring staff who can do 
so?
      Current events watchers who pay attention to government, espe-
cially at the national level, have been treated in recent months to a 
seemingly never-ending display of line-in-the-sand partisan stand-
offs on jobs, taxes, Social Security, spending cuts, you name it. The 
rhetoric inevitably features one side or the other adamantly rejecting 
the mere notion of compromise on the issue du jour.
      When did compromise become a four-letter word?
Perhaps our elected officials would do well to return to their local 
high school’s American history class.  Most Nebraska youth take it 
in 11th grade.  That’s where they learn that our very system of gov-
ernment was born in compromise and is predicated on the notion 
that people with intensely held views can find common ground.
      It was at the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in Philadel-
phia when representatives from Connecticut proposed what became 
known as the Great Compromise, breaking a deadlock that threat-
ened to derail the entire process.  Under the proposal, each state 
would be assigned a number of votes in House of Representatives 
proportional to its population while all states would have an equal 
voice in the Senate.  
      The Great Compromise passed by just one vote.  But it passed.  
And the blueprint laid out in 1787 has kept us going for more than 
two centuries.
      American history is full of such compromises, of greater and 
lesser magnitude.  Indeed, most Nebraskans are familiar with, if not 
always satisfied with, compromises in all aspects of community—
and family—life.
      Civic clubs, Scout organizations, student councils, garden clubs, 
church groups, merchants’ associations and all manner of other 
groups in every Nebraska community survive because their mem-
bers know how to find compromises on the issues they face.
      The ones that refuse to compromise and routinely freeze out 
people with new ideas eventually wither and lose effectiveness. So 
why have we allowed political agenda setters to decry compromise 
when we all know from our firsthand experience that it takes com-
promise to make things work?
      Perhaps if more voters let their elected officials know they care 
about solutions to problems facing the nation, and not just rhetoric 
that panders to political extremes, policy makers would be inclined 
to reconsider the value of compromise and thereby change the na-
ture of discourse on Capitol Hill.
      A lot to hope for?  Perhaps.  But if the delegates to the Conti-
nental Congress managed to craft a compromise when the formation 
of a nation was at stake, surely we can expect no less from our 21st 
century lawmakers—and ourselves.
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Sez ‘I’
 The SENCA office provided 
help to families and individu-
als in need this holiday season 
with food baskets and new gifts 
for children. This year, 113 food 
baskets were provided and 275 
children received gifts in the 
Richardson County area. This 
would not have been possible 
without the generous donations 
from individuals and organiza-
tions in our community. 
 Thank you to those of you that 
adopted a family through our of-
fice, the Pamida tree, the Ameri-
can National Bank of Humboldt 
tree, Northridge Church or Coo-
per Nuclear Station and those of 
you that donated to the Jingle 
Bell Ride or to the toy barrel at 
Dollar General.  
 Thank you to all of the orga-
nizations that did food and toy 
drives this year. I would also 
like to thank Randy Gottula and 
the Sun Mart staff who worked 
with me to provide food for over 
$600 cheaper than it was valued.
You all touched the hearts of a 
child this holiday season and 
made their holiday a memorable 
one. Thank you to those of you 
who have donated to the Food 
Pantry. Whether it was a mon-
etary donation, food items or 
a donation of hats and gloves 
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Time to Save
Big Bucks
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or socks, we greatly appreciate 
your support. Your donations 
and support make it possible for 
SENCA to help so many fami-
lies in our community. 
 The SENCA office is also in 
charge of The Salvation Army 
Bell Ringing campaign. This 
year, the bell ringing brought 
in over $2500. Ninety percent 
of that will come back to Rich-
ardson County to help those in 
need. Thank you to all of the 
volunteers that donated their 
time for this project and to those 
of you that made a donation to 
the kettles. 
 Thank you to all of the vol-
unteers that helped with the hol-
iday distribution and Northridge 
Church for allowing us to use 
their building. 
 And finally, a very special 
thank you to Sherry Huddleston 
and her family who spent hours 
organizing and assembling bas-
kets, gathering volunteers, dis-
tributing, and anything else that 
needed to get done for the Holi-
day event. Words cannot express 
how thankful I am to everyone 
in the community for all of your 
help this holiday season. 

Melissa Hardenberger

1616 Harlan St., Falls City, NE 68355

Phone: (402) 245-5808      Fax: (402) 245-2480

Email: bpoppe@popperealty.com  Web Site: popperealty.com

LAND AUCTION 
80 ACRES

JANUARY 18, 2012

AT THE FALLS CITY ELKS CLUB

10:30 A.M.

54.48 tillable acres, 18.8 acres tillable pasture. Le-
gal Description E\2 SE\4 Section 2 T-1-N, R-16-E.   
A productive farm, close to Falls City.

CHECK OUT THE DETAILS ON THESE 
NEW LAND OFFERINGS AT 

www.popperealty.com
160 Acre Farm: 154.78 acres tillable, very attractive, gently, sloping 
Farm.  Located in the SE \4 of Section 26 T-2-N, R-14-E.  A property 
that you must see to appreciate.

160 Acre Farm: 133.05 tillable acres, 6.5 acre Farmstead, 19.3 acres 
timber.  Located in the SW\4 Section 33 T-2-N, R-17-E. Accepting 
sealed bids on this farm between January 12, 2012 and February 15, 
2012.  Call for Details on this high quality farm.

77.29 Acre Farm: This farm has 68.78 Acres currently enrolled in the 
CRP program.  The seller is willing to cancel the contract if requested 
by the buyer.  NE\4 NE\4 Sec 23 and NW\4 NW\4 Sec 24 T-2-N, R-
14-E. 

80 Acre Farm: 40.65 tillable acres, 10.05 acres grass, located 1 mile 
south of Barada. N\2 NW\4 Section 25 T-3-N, R-16-E.

Poppe Realty & Mgmt, Brian O. Poppe, Broker 

 Richard Martin, Executive 
Director of the Falls City Area 
Chamber of Commerce, has re-
cently been advised by the Falls 
City Country Club and has con-
firmed with the management 
of CrossWinds Restaurant, the 
public dining room located at 
the County Club, that Cross-
Winds will not be closing at the 
end of the year.
   As stated by John Martin, 
President of the Country Club, 
“I am pleased to report that 
Greg Strickland will continue 
with the CrossWinds Restaurant 
at the Falls City Country Club.  
As before, the restaurant will be 
open to the public with a great 
menu and a tremendous chef 
and staff.  Greg and Lloyd were 
very touched by the very sincere 
outpouring of support for them 
and the disappointment mem-
bers and the general public ex-
pressed at the thought of Cross-
Winds closing.
   “We have come close to los-
ing a valuable asset of the com-
munity and a fun place to obtain 
great food.  Each board member 
singularly and together as an or-
ganization sincerely asks each of 
the members to patronize Cross-
Winds as much as you can.”
   Richard Martin reiterated:  “The 
Chamber appreciates the efforts 
of everyone when keeping our 
city assets alive and commit-
ted to staying in Falls City.  We 
look forward to celebrating and 
bringing in the New Year with 
all our Falls City merchants and 
encourage the public to remem-
ber them in the months ahead 
and to visit our local assets first 
and give them the last opportu-
nity before making a purchase 
decision.  It takes each and ev-
ery one of us to keep our city 
strong and prosperous.  Please 
remember to visit our local mer-
chants and help keep Falls City 
strong.”
   He continued:  “As we ap-
proach the eve of the 2012 New 
Year, it is important to reflect on 
the good and the not so good of 
the past 12 months.  More than 

Cross Winds to remain open
ever, our thoughts turn grateful-
ly to those who have impacted 
our lives in a positive way and 
who have challenged us to raise 
the performance bar of progress.  
On behalf of the Falls City Area 
Chamber of Commerce I want 
to thank each and every one of 
you for making the Chamber’s 
progress possible.  We value our 
relationship and look forward to 
working with you, our merchants 
and the wonderful individuals 
who make up this membership 
in the exciting year to come.
   “Falls City is a unique com-

munity and it is this uniqueness 
that makes our city stand above 
the rest.  I am so proud of our 
town and the many things it has 
accomplished.  Our success is a 
testament to working together 
for a common goal to benefit our 
community, our friends and our 
neighbors.  Through the hearts 
and the vision of our member-
ship we will surely have a pros-
perous, wonderful and fun year.
   “I wish you a very Happy New 
Year, a year filled with peace, 
prosperity and the best of suc-
cess for 2012.”
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 Southeast Community Col-
lege has released its Dean’s List 
for the quarter recently complet-
ed on the Beatrice, Lincoln and 

 Elizabeth Hilgenfeld of Daw-
son was among Richardson 
County Farm Bureau members 
who attended the 2011 Nebras-
ka Farm Bureau Convention in 
Kearney, Dec. 5 and 6, at which 
delegates elected Steve Nelson 
of Axtell as the new president 
for the state’s largest farm or-
ganization. The delegates also 
adopted policies on state issues 
and made recommendations on 
national issues to the American 
Farm Bureau.

A Card Shower

Cards may be sent to:
Falls City Care Center

2800 Towle St. 
Falls City, NE 68355

is being held for

Jane

Weaver
who is celebrating her

Birthday on 
Tues., Jan. 3

 Winter Got
You Down?
Let Us Help

Make Life Cozy!
EAST VIEW APARTMENTS

800 E. 21st St.

•Utilities Included in Rent     •Service to All Income and Age Levels
•Many More Amenities!!!

Call 402-245-4204 (TDD) For More Information or Stop By for A Visit

East View Offers:
•Versatile Daily Living Services Package

•Garages 

BULL SALE? Run this size ad in over 170 
Newspapers for just $5.20/newspaper!

Call this newspaper or 1-800-369-2850 for more information.

Nebraska 2x2/2x4 Display Ad Network

Place your 2x2 display ad in over 170 Ne-
braska newspapers & get your message to 
over 760,000 readers.  Statewide coverage 
for just $5.20 per publication. Regional 
ads also available in Central, Northeast, 
Southeast or Western Nebraska. 

Other sizes available upon request.

Quitting tobacco just got a little easier.

Tobacco Free Nebraska 

Text IMReady to 39649 to receive your quit kit 
 and start living tobacco-free.

While supplies last. Standard texting rates apply.

For more support and information, visit QuitNow.ne.gov.

Get your
FREE QUIT KIT

 today!

Reavis-Ashley DAR
 The Reavis-Ashley Chapter 
DAR, Falls City, met Dec. 9 at 
Anne Moser’s home. 
 Joann Freeborn gave 
the program, “Women in the 
American Revolution War in 
Uniform and Out.” It detailed  
the life of Deborah Bradford 
Sampson, who fought in the 
Revolutionary War as a man, 
and her life afterward. In  l802 
Paul Reeve encouraged her to 
give speeches and she became 

Fairview Club
 Mrs. Lewis Zentner was 
hostess when the Fairview 
Club met  at her home for their 
Christmas meeting.
 Mrs. Zentner was in charge 
of the business meeting. Roll was 
called with members responding 
with a favorite Christmas carol. 
Thanks were received from 
Southeast Nebraska Community 
Action and Principal Ernie 
Valentine, North Elementary 
School. The group gave gas 
cards to several families for 
their Christmas. Plans were 
made for the January meeting 
with husbands and other guests 
to be invited. Mrs. Zentner had 
several Christmas games and the 
rest of the afternoon was spent 
visiting and to close the hostess 
served refreshments.
 The Jan. l9 meeting will 
be at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Zentner at l2 noon.

 On Dec. 26, in keeping with the Christmas Giving spirit, Mela-
nie Selleck, wife of Michael Selleck Jr., of Fortescue, Mo., along 
with their two daughters Kaite and Morgann, made a special trip 
to Bec’s Chair for Hair, 1617 McLean St., in Falls City. Together 
the three gals donated over 30 inches of hair to “Locks of Love,” 
a public non-profit organization that provides hairpieces to finan-
cially disadvantaged children under age 21 suffering from long-term 
medical hair loss from any diagnosis. Locks of Love’s mission is to 
return a sense of self, confidence and normalcy to children suffering 

from hair loss by utilizing donated ponytails to provide the highest 
quality hair prosthetics to financially disadvantaged children. The 
children receive hair prostheses free of charge or on a sliding scale, 
based on financial need.  To learn more visit their web site at:  http://
www.locksoflove.org/mission.html. This was Kaite’s second dona-
tion, and all three gals plan on re-growing their hair and doing this 
again in two years.  For information on how you can donate hair 
contact Becky at Bec’s Chair for Hair at 402-245-6003.

‘Locks of Love’ –  It’s a family thing!

Society the first woman lecturer. In 
l805, George Washington wrote 
a letter to Congress to put her 
on the pension roll, which paid 
$4. The service of other notable 
women was included in the 
presentation, as was an account 
of the Edenton Tea Party, in 
which 5l North Carolina women 
staged a protest  similar to that 
of the Boston Tea Party.
 Lola Droge called the meeting 
to order. Catherine  Knapp read 
the President General’s message 
on the importance of voting in 
every election. Glenda Nelson 
gave the National Defense on 
the first place entry from the 
NSDAR contest Best Letter 
to Editor. Susan E. McCrobie 
wrote about the news coverage 
of  two individuals’ return from 
Afghanistan in the final days of 
20l0.
 During the meeting it was 
noted that Elma Ruth Yaussi, 
a member of the chapter  for 
20 years, had passed away in 
Kansas City Dec. 2, 20ll.
 The next meeting is Jan. l3 
at the Bern Cafe.

Students

Milford campuses.
  To be recognized on SCC’s 
Dean’s List, a student must 
complete at least six quarter 
credit hours of the term with a 
minimum grade-point average 
of 3.5. Classes with a grade of 
“P” (Pass) do not count toward 
the six-hour minimum. 
 Local students recognized: 
 Dawson — Allison Marie 
Glathar, Associate of Arts;
 Falls City — Desirae Ma-
rie Bennett, Associate of Arts; 
Casey A. Gerdes, Ag Business 
& Management Technology - 
AAS; Brandon J. Keithley, Parts 
Marketing & Management - 
AAS; Emily Elizabeth Pierson, 
Radiologic Technology - AAS. 
 Lincoln — Ashley Marie Lew-
is, Early Childhood Education - 
AAS.
 Shubert — Allison J. Ramer, 
Business Adm. - AAS. 
 Verdon — Miranda Lynn 
Chandler, Associate of Arts.
 Wilber — Derek Eugene Rom-
ine, Associate of Arts. 

3+ refrigerators, 4+ stoves, 6+ washers & dryers (2 sets), nice dinette 
curio cabinets, china cabinets, sofas, loveseats, recliners & L/R chairs, 
coffee and end and asst. tables, like new king pillowtop compete, full, 
twin and queen. 3 piece B/R set, 2 kids full size B/R sets w/chests 
etc., asst. chest and dressers, oak round table and 4 chairs, walnut 
cabinet, pine cupboard, sofa table, 2 nice oak rockers, old buffet and 
library table, Edison Phonograph w/two horns and cylinders, 2 floor 
Model Victrola’s and 4 suitcase players (unusual), 3+ music instru-
ments, doll collection, brass collection, fruit jar collections, cast iron 
collection, old radios, cake items, Longenberger baskets, stamps, asst. 
coins, glassware: 40+ pieces of Fiesta w/clock, blue, red, depression, 
12 place setting of old Noritake (nice) copper items, Weller, Roseville, 
Hall and items not listed. 40+ pocket knife collection, oak music stand, 
old fans, large asst. of old tools, etc. large iron butchering kettle, small 
wood high wheel wagon, lots of small collectables not listed. 2-24’ 
aluminum ext. ladders, wood and alum. step ladders, International 
Cab Cadet 122 rider w/chains, block, & weights (runs), yard man. 
LT. 14-42 hydrostat rider runs, Sears Craftsman Commercial router 
(nice) , large asst. of yard tools, 250’+ roll of new 1/2” cable, 6 nice 
cancas tarps, Red Devil comm. paint shaker, large reged pipe vise, 
threader, cutter and wrenches, 3/4” socket set (complete), large vise, 
10+ wood planes, old implement books, 2 infared sun heaters, lawn 
mowers, 5 HP weed machine, tool boxes full, boxes of fruit jars (new), 
old prints, yard ornaments, house safe, treadmill, mannigen, new 
dehumidifer, 5 metal shelfs, 2 file cabinets, 2 nice electric wall heat-
ers and small heaters, Indian doll collection, old fishing reels & rods.   

Lots and lots of items outback. 

1015 Harlan, Falls City, Neb.

HOUSEHOLD

Cummings Auction Barn

Thursday, Jan. 5th at 6:00 p.m.

TWILITE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY

CUMMINGS AUCTION SERVICE

Falls City, NE    402-245-3636 or 7293

SOME SUPER UNUSUAL COLLECTABLE ITEMS NOT FOUND 

ON AUCTION. 

OPEN WED. 9:A.M. TO 8 P.M. 

FOR INSPECTION. 

THIS ONE HAS LOTS OF ESTATE ITEMS AND COLLECTIONS.

This auction contains one Estate and One full living estate 

and lots more. 
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Students

YOUR PAYMENT PER BABY MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR 
ORDER & PHOTOGRAPH.  Must be received by FRI., JANU-
ARY 20, 2012.  After the edition has run, pictures may be picked up 
at The Journal or include a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Whether You Live Near Or Far,
The Falls City Journal would like to take this opportunity to 
show off your new baby of 2011.  We will publish a special 

section in the edition on Tuesday, January 31st 
The Rules are simple:

1.  Your baby must have been born in the year 2011.
2.  The baby does not have to be a resident or have been born in Falls City.
3.  Send or bring in the form below along with a recent picture   
     of the baby to:  The Babies Of 2011; 1810 Harlan St., P.O. Box 128,     
     Falls City, NE  68355.  Or email to  nikkifcjournal@sentco.net or
     fcjournalads@sentco.net
4.  Deadline to receive pictures is FRI., JANUARY 20, 2012.
5.  Please contact The Journal for additional questions or    
     information at 402-245-2431.
6.  If the provided information does not fit the required space,   an additional    
     charge will be added.

THE BABIES OF 2011

The Babies Of 2011
Child's Full Name ________________________________ 
Date Of Birth ____________________________________
Weight At Birth __________________________________
Parents _________________________________________
Parents Residence  _______________________________
Grandparents Names (Living Only) _____________________
_______________________________________________
Great-Grandparents Names (Living Only) _______________
_______________________________________________
Daytime Phone # (___)____________________________

Please Print Legibly *Per Baby

Attention Parents And Grandparents Of 2011 Babies:

1x3 – $20
Information will only include 
Parents name and residence.

1x3 1/2 – $25
Information will only include 
Parents name and residence;
 Living Grandparents names 

only.

2x2 or 1x4 – $30
Information will only include Parents name and residence;
Living Grandparents and Great-Grandparents names only.

Size Ad:  1x3____   1x3 1/2____   1x4____   2x2____

Twins may require additional 
space depending on the amount 
of information provided.

Scarlett Harper
January 10 – 8 lbs. 10 oz.

Parents:
John and Mary Doe

Any Town, USA

Great-Grandparents:
Betty Doe and Joe Smith 

Leslie JoAnn
August 8 – 7 lbs. 8 oz.

Parents:
John and Mary Doe

Any Town, USA

Payten Blair
May 15 – 6 lbs. 5 oz.

Parents:
Jesse and Charla 

Roller
Grandparents:

Dan & Kathy Phillips, Elaine 
Roller and Tom & Sally Roller

Grandparents:
Jim and Joan Doe

Bob and Sue Smith

1324 Harlan St., Falls City, NE

TUESDAY’S TEMPERATURE

is the Price of an Original Runza with Purchase 

of Medium Fries and Medium Drink

GOOD THRU FEBRUARY

 Victoria Vollmer, rural Falls 
City, has been named to the 
Midland University Dean’s List 
for the Fall/2ll semester.
 The Dean’s List  
acknowledges students who 
achieve a 3.5-3.99 grade point 
average, complete all course 
requirements and complete at 
least l2 credit  hours on the A-F 
grading scale during the term.
 Victoria is a 20l0 graduate 
of Falls City High School.

Humboldt.
 l9. Brian Schuetz, 45.
 2. Eleanor Nichols, 88; Albert W. 
Gruber Jr.
 22. Harold R. Clark, 89.
 27. Harold A. Schmidt, 89, county 
native, Lincoln.
 29. Kenneth E. Snider, 6l, Falls 
City native, Broomfield, CO.

February
 3. Raymond J. Darveau 8l, Rulo 
native, Bartlesville, OK.
 5. Norma D. Jensen, 77, formerly 
of Humboldt and Dawson, Lewes, 
Del.
 7. Mary R. Radke, 9l, Falls City 
native, Northlake, IL.
 ll. Lynette C. Wood, 50, Falls City 
native; Velma M. Shaffer, 89.
 l3. Lillian L. Jones, 89.
 l6. Allen L. English, 64.
 l7. Glenna F. Gibbs, 79, Rulo na-
tive, Hiawatha.
 l8. Lowell G. Stitzer, 65, Falls City 
native, Whittier, CA.
 23. Norma G. Thackeray, 87, 
Princeton, MO.
 24. Helen B. Iliff, 82, Falls City 
native, Tecumseh.
 26, Charles E. Baker Sr., ex-
countyan, Sabetha.
 27. Norman L. Campbell, 69, Rulo 
native, Eureka Springs, AR.

March
 7. Charles “Ray” Cromer, 90, Falls 
City native, Lincoln.
 8. Denner I. Gibbs, 64, Humboldt 
native,  Hawthorne, CA.
 9. Michael J. Pagnano Jr., 47, Ver-
don.
 l0. Barbara Simmonds, 74, former-
ly of Rulo, Rockford, IL.
 l2. Donald B. Keyser, 92, Shubert 
native, Omaha.
 l5. Margaret Davis, 90, Humboldt.
 l7. Lester F. Ebel, 9l, Rulo; Lela E. 
Peck, 99, Falls City native, Hastings.
 2l. Gilbert A. Thomas, 93.
 23. Harry A. Swenson, 93.
 30. Gladys E. Belden, 93, Stella 
native, Lincoln.

April
 l. Mary Frances Hessler, 87, Hum-
boldt.
 5. Nora Marie Kinghorn, 9l, for-
merly of Dawson, Lincoln.
 6. Dale B. Darnell Jr., 62, Dawson; 
Carl V. Puallin, 62, Humboldt.
 7. Virginia Katherine Marie Huett-
ner, 97, Rulo native, Ellensburgh, 
WA.
 9. Everett M. Rieger, 96, Falls City 
native, San Diego, CA; Doris Jean 
Sherburne, 88, formerly of Humboldt, 
Issaquak, WA.
 l0. James W. Cartier, 62, rural 
Dawson.
 ll Annamarie M. Mueller, 74, Falls 
City native, Hiawatha; Thomas W. 
Fee, 92, former Falls Cityan,  Topeka, 
KS.
 l7. Helen C. Austin, 76, formerly 
of Dawson, Tarkio, MO; Terry L. 
Vonderscmidt, 76, Rulo native, Bea-
trice.
 l7. Scot Knudson, 45, Humboldt.
 20. William J. Quinlan, 88, for-
merly of Dawson, Sabetha; John F. 
Gruber, 66.
 23. Aaron O’Grady, 3l; Ellen B. 
Goodloe, 98; Joan J. Chism, 29, Lin-
coln.
 24. Harlan J. Morris, 69; Charles 
W. Sawyer, 82, Falls City native, Fay-
etteville, AR.
 25. Dr. Robert E. Huettner, Falls 
City native, Omaha.
 27. Blake W. Stitzer, 58, Falls City 
native, Denver.
 28. Kenneth Capps, 63; Thelma M. 
Thomas, l00, Humboldt.
 30. Mark J. Kreifels, 75; Charles 
W. Bauman, 85.

May
 2. Charles D. Rock Sr., 69; Ralph 
German, 7l, Verdon native, Urbandale, 
IA.
 3. Judy A. Neal, 67, Falls City na-
tive, Sabetha. 

2011 Deaths
(Continued from Page 1)

 5. Ronald F. White, 70, ex-Falls 
City, Baton Rouge. LA.
 6. Charles W. Malcolm, 73.
 7. Richard L. Oliver, 7l, Falls City 
native, Beatrice; Helen Fehr, 83, Falls 
City native, Ponca.
 l0. Jean W. Bowers, 88; Laurence 
“Red” LeRoy Massy, 97, Humboldt.
 2l. Colleen Marx Hussenoeder, 
78.
 23. Jo Ann Kalina, 72, ex-Falls 
City, Lincoln; Loretta B. Baxter, 95.
 26. William F. “Bill” Kopetzky, 
86.

June
 2. Jason Ray Chandler Eickhoff, 
47, Falls City native, King City, MO.
 5. Robert L. Hoy, 90, Humboldt 
native, Eagle.
 ll. Lyle Fritz, 6l, Verdon.
 l3. Rose Marie Burda, 64, Falls 
City native, Primrose.
 l4. Susie Elliott, 57, Dawson.
 l9. Phyllis Krause, 76; Edwin F. 
Carlson, 65, ex-Falls City, Paola, KS.
 20. Robert G. Werner, 89, Preston 
native, White Beak Lake, MN ; Leo 
E. Carpenter,  62, Falls City native, 
Chickasha, OK.
 2l. Evelyn Virginia Marburger, 96, 
Humboldt; Bob K. Heineman, 76, Ver-
don native, Lee’s Summit, MO.
 24. Merle E. Byrom, 84, ex-Falls 
City, Greeley, CO.
 25. William J. Judd, 26, ex-Falls 
City, Auburn.
 26. Mary Beth Gilsdorf, 45; Doris 
Nolte, 90.
 27. Gladys Lucille Hansen, 90, 
formerly of Shubert, Lincoln.

July
 2. Jeffery Scott Mackey, 46, ex-
Falls City, Gardner, KS.
 4. Corine Brinkmeyer, 97.
 7. Vera E. Roesch, 92, ex-Falls 
City, Hastings.
 9. Harriet R. Falter, 92.
 l0. Mary M. Spaulding, 88, Hia-
watha.
 l2. Hazel M. Buckminster, 90.
 l3. Jack K. Schock, 94, Falls City 
native, rural Hiawatha; James L. Dis-
hong, 63, ex-Falls City, Beatrice.
 l6. John D. Rescke, 80, ex-Falls 
City, Valley Falls, KS.
 l7. Herbert L. Klemme, 85, ex-
Dawson, Lincoln. 
 l8. Edwin J. Brecht, 89, Falls City 
native, Edmond, OK; Arnold D. Phil-
lips, 80, Salem.
 l9. Donald J. Milburn, 82.
 20. Donald L. Coupe, 7l.
  22. George A. Hamilton, 89, Sa-
lem native, White Cloud, KS; Muriel 
B. Taylor, 97, ex-Verdon, Gladstone, 
MO.
 25. Verna Fisher Stump; Shirley J. 
Dettmann, 75, Salem.
 29. Joyce W. Richardson 65; Mar-
guerite McInteer, 94.

August
 4. Alma G. “Gracie” Posey, 8l, ex-
Falls City, North Bend.
 5. Edward Packard, 64, Cleves, 
OH, killed in traffic accident south of 
Falls City.
 l0. Jessie E. Vonderschmidt, 94.
 ll. Edward S. Gill, 48, Falls City 
native, Parker, SD.
 l2. Connie Rae Workman, 72, ex-
Humboldt, Tulsa, OK.
 l3. Fred Petersen, 79, ex-Falls City, 
Torrance, CA; Carole S. Smith, 7l.
 l4. Donna J. Lape, 77.
 l5. Ellen Stewart, 72.
 l7. Linda Perkins, ex-Falls City, 
Robinson, KS.
 l8. Carl A. Killingsworth, 36, Falls 
City native, Lincoln.
 2l. Violet Dunn, 89, ex-Falls City 
and Rulo, Clinton, OK.
 23. Jeannette Schuler, 90, Hum-
boldt.
 24. Ida M. “Tiny” Ogle, 93, ex-
Dawson area, Auburn.
 25. Nicholas Lee, 24, Lee’s Sum-
miit, MO, killed in traffic accident 
west of Stella; Ronnie D. Rimpley, 63, 
Humboldt; James B. Hodge, 87, Rulo 
native, Hiawatha.
 26. Betty Kathryn Cole Cooper, 90, 
ex-Falls City, West Burlington, IA.
 27. Dorothy J. Stevens, 93; Glen 

Hughes Ray, 87, Falls City native, 
Omaha; Gary D. Simpson, 7l.
 3l. Luci Vivian Antoinette Patzel, 
44, Humboldt; Norma Harmon, 72, 
Falls City native, Craig. CO.

September
 l. Floretta I. Karsten, 9l, Falls City 
native, Mound City, MO.
 3. Lois M. Schlicker, 77, ex-Falls 
City, Sabetha.
 4. Donna B. Bright, 83, ex-Falls 
City, Milford.
 6. Betty L. Vogele, 76, Stella.
 l2. John E. Snider, 56, Falls City 
native, Lincoln.
 l4. Sterling “Curly” C. Van Vleck, 
86, ex-Dawson, Lincoln; Judy Byrom 
Franke, 63, ex-Falls City, Centennial, 
CO.
 l8.  Kenneth “Wayne” Burow Sr., 
85, Humboldt; Mary E. Carr, 90.
 l9. Gerald L. Dean, 77, ex-Falls 
City, Lincoln.
 2l. Gwena Garrett, 77.
 23. Richard Liberty, 89.
 27. Dennis L. Kiekhaefer, 68, ex-
Falls City, Kansas Çity.
 28. Leonard Dettmann, 75, Shubert; 
Ina Z. Hudson, 98, Humboldt; Caleb 
Cochran, 9l, Verdon.
 30. Louis DeRoin, 9l.

October
 3. Patty Jean Plasters, 62, Stella.
 5. Norma L. Halloway, 65, county 
native, Hiawatha.
 7. Kenneth E. Welch, 78, Salem.
 8. Judith Cooper Leech, formerly 
of Humboldt, Lincoln.
 l3. Fred L. Blevins Jr., 84; The 
Rev. Lawrence D. Fruhling, 76, ex-
Falls City, Wilber; Rodney “Keith” 
Oaks, 95, Falls City native, Sun City 
West, AZ.
 l4. Karen L. Ledbetter, 74.
 l9. Jean O. Eiguren, 90, formerly 
of Stella, Boise, ID.
 2l. Margaret E. Shaffer, 95.
 22. Carol A. Kirtley, 88, ex-Falls 
City, Clay Center, KS.
 24. Wilda Vice Halligan, 93, 
Shubert native, Fort Dodge, IA.
 25. Ronald E. Williams, 87, Stella.
 29. Luella F. McIntire, 95, ex-Falls 
City, Maryville, IL; Robert E. Gibson, 
68.
 30. Aleene E. Sailors, 87.
 3l.  Robert Frederick, 68.

November
 l. Lena Mae Von Seggern, 89.
 3. Sherry Lee Vaughan, 65, Hum-
boldt.
 5. William I. Lundy, 96, Stella na-
tive, Hiawatha.
 6. Betty Jean Glathar, 88, rural 
Dawson.
 8. John R. Meier, 78, Salem.
 l3. Ruth Elva Foley, l0l, ex-Falls 
City, Rose Hill, KS.
 l4. Janet Sailors, 79.
 l6. Alvin D. Smith, 72, ex-Falls 
City, Topeka, KS.
 l8. Helen Irene Moritz, 77, Hum-

boldt.
 20. Mary Lou Iliff, 8l, Humboldt.
 2l. Harry A. Dean, 57, ex-Falls 
City, Willits, CA.
 24. Leon P. Eickhoff, 62, Stella.

December
 l. John F. Mullen, 88, Humboldt 
native, Lincoln.
 2. James Joy Jr., 49, Falls City na-
tive, Springfield, MO.
 4. Carol L. Portrey, 70, ex-Daw-
son, Pawnee City.
 5. Hilda Marie Eickhoff, 9l, former 
countyan, Columbus.
 6. James C. Gillispie, 88, ex-Falls 
City, Surprise AZ; Venice Mick, 96, 
ex-Falls City, Ft. Collins, CO.
 8. Robert E. Steele Jr., 88; Joyce 
Rider, 48.
 l0. Shirley D. Rowland, 66.
 l2. Jannette Lee Boring, 76, Hum-
boldt.
 l7. Lucille Ruth Hunzeker, 79 
Humboldt; Fred D. Humm, 67, Falls 
City native, Auburn.
 l9. Robert Deckinger, 68.
 20. Paul E. Blecha, 7l, Humboldt.
 22. Harold R. Lock, 83; Phyllis A. 
Pentecost, 58, Salem.
 25. Mildred McGinnis, 86.

 On this day in 1990, Pan-
ama’s leader General Manuel 
Noriega surrenders to U.S. au-
thorities

   Joyce and Larry Kirkendall of Lincoln and Mesa, AZ, will com-
memorate their 50th wedding anniversary on Jan. 8 with a family 
celebration in Lincoln.
   The Kirkendalls were married on Jan. 8, 1962, in Hiawatha, KS.  
   They are the parents of three children, Kristina Russell and Amy 
Kirkendall, both of Lincoln, and Rebecca Williams, Ft. Leonard 
Wood, MO, as well as several grandchildren.
   Cards may be sent to 5500 S. 88th Street, Lincoln, NE 68526.

Will celebrate 50th Anniversary
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Public Record

TICHY LAND 
 SURVEY COMPANY

402-657-6832
“For all you’re surveying needs”

BLETSCHER
TRUCKING
Dump Truck Work

Rock • Sand • Gravel • Lime
28 Years Experience
402-245-5540

Cell 402-245-7294

G K Appliance, Inc.
Parts and Service on All 

Major Appliances

402-245-4927

Falls City 
Sanitation Service, Inc.

 Always Prompt and
Dependable Service

Ph. 245-4545
or 245-4929

MARK AND BILL HARKENDORFF

Hays
Siding and

Construction

Vinyl Siding and Windows
Kitchen and Baths
Room Additions

Garages

402-245-7759

Licensed 

and Insured
30 Years

Experience

Appliance Parts and Service
MARY’S

APPLIANCE

1612 Stone, Falls City
(402) 245-4003

NEWCASTLE

BUILDERS

Construction and
Handyman Services

FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-549-2008

Gareth Eaton - Falls City, NE
www.ncbweb.net

BUSINESS SERVICES

UNRUH
Seamless Guttering

• Siding
• Soffi t

• Facia Wrap
Satisfaction Guaranteed

Mitchell Unruh
785-742-9689
785-547-6712

A    HEATING
& COOLING

402-245-3830

+

Donnie Stice

• Servicing All Makes
   and models
• Trustworthy Rates
• Dependable Service

Dylan L. Handley
Attorney at Law

Probate and Estate • Wills 

Divorce and Family Law • Taxation

Personal Injury • Real Estate

General Civil Practice • Bankruptcy

Appointments Available in
Falls City (402) 883-7470

Auburn (402) 274-5484

Nebraska City (402) 873-3080

Ligouri Law Offices
1118 15th Street, P.O. Box 99

Auburn, NE 68305

HOMETOWN
FLORAL & GIFTS

1605 Stone St.
Falls City

(402) 245-2200

We Install Original 
Factory Replacement 

Glass Only
All Glass in Stock For 
Immediate Installation

1619
Chase

St.402-245-4444 or 1-800-232-6556

JONES AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

(402) 245-3526
On-Site Wastewater
Treatment Systems

LICENSED INSTALLER
Nebraska and Kansas

SEPTIC SYSTEM
INSTALLATION

Dr. Eric McPeak
Your Hometown Optometrist

Comprehensive Eye Care
Your vision is 

important to us.
Please call for your complete eye exam.

112 West 16th Street
Falls City, NE

(402) 245-2017 - Falls City
(785) 742-3021 - Hiawatha

PALMER
CONSTRUCTION

Home Building and Remodeling

Offering Custom Floor Plans and Design Work Using:
2602 McLean Street
Falls City, NE 68355
(402) 245-5389
E-mail - bpalmer@neb.rr.com

Ram Exterminators
DON FERGUSON

P.O. Box 503
Falls City, NE 68355

245-0339
Licensed, Insured, Certified

Member Nebraska Pest Control Ass’n.

Shades of Violet
Violet and Edward McTaggart
2406 Stone St., Falls City, NE

402-245-2890

Bob Bachman’s
Home Improvements

For Your Total Building Needs
Siding • Roofing • Decks

Remodels • Wood Flooring
Installation of Ceramic, Granite, and 

Marble Floors and Countertops
66064 703 Trail, Rulo, NE

402-245-4693

Soil Grid Sampling and 
Variable Rate 

Fertilizer  Application

4-Corners AG
245-2797

Concrete all types, Basements, 
foundations, flatwork.

NO JOB TO BIG
Contact: Ryan Conn

402-297-4683

CONN 
CONSTRUCTION

This agency is an equal 
opportunity employer.

Cloud photos: www.sxc.hu ©SXC or 
its Image providers. ®, TM, SM Trademarks 
and service marks of Pioneer Hi-Bred. 

© 2010 PHII. 10-3170

Crop
Insurance 
today offers..

Lots of
Choices

If you want 
a crop insurance 

agent that can help 
you make choices 
from a farmer’s 

perspective call...

Insert agent name
and info here[ ]

Independent Agent

Ian Vice
1205 O Street

Auburn, NE 68305
(402) 980-1881

1309 S. Old Highway 75,
Sabetha, KS 66534

Call (785) 284-3911 or
Toll Free (888) 589-8100

Implants, Oral Surgery, Cosmetic Reconstruction

Terry D. Whitten, D.D.S.

Our Philosophy: "Do it once; do it right."

PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF SPECIAL PURCHASE

 Pursuant to Section 23-3109(3) of 
the Nebraska Revised State Statutes, 
the Richardson County Board of Com-
missioners hereby gives public notice 
of its intention to make a determination 
for a special purchase that is of signifi-
cant savings and is only available for a 
limited time of the following item:

 2009 Caterpillar 120M motor grad-
er serial number B9N00260, with 256 
hours, with a full machine warranty for 
a period of 5 years or 7500 operating 
hours, an additional value of a custom-
er service agreement included which 
provides for all regularly scheduled 
maintenance fluid filters for the first 5 
years or 7500 operating hours, and an 
additional value of a $5,000 parts ac-
count credit.

 The purchase price is $165,000.00 
and the County will offer as a trade-in 
a 1988 140G Caterpillar motor grader, 
serial number 72V11368 for an allow-
ance of $46,000, making the net pur-
chase price $119,000.00.  
 The Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners will accept and con-
sider informal quotes for equipment 
that meets the specifications as stated.  
 Informal quotes may be submitted 
to the Office of the Richardson County 
Clerk, Room 203, Courthouse, 1700 
Stone Street, Falls City, Nebraska 
68355 by 1:15 p.m. on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 10, 2012.  
 The Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners reserves the right to 
reject any and all quotes and to waive 
any irregularities.     

David D. Sickel, Chairman
Richardson County Board 
of Commissioners

PUBLIC NOTICES
County Court

 Jacob M. Mahnke, Falls City, 
theft by unlawful taking over 
$1,500; continued to Jan. 11 for 
preliminary hearing.
District Court
 Samuel L. Waters, Falls City, 
has been granted dissolution of 
marriage to Shirley J. Waters, 
Cedar Rapids, IA.
 Rebecca A. Wittwer, FC, has 
been granted dissolution of mar-
riage to Timothy L. Wittwer, 
FC. 
 Marc A. Pagnano, Dawson, 
has been granted dissolution of 
marriage to Terri J. Pagnano, 
Humboldt.

Civil Court
 Capital One Bank vs. Gary 
W. Hestermann, Humboldt, 
judgment entered against defen-
dant in the amount of $667.73, 
prejudgment interest of $113.56, 
costs of $74.70 and post-judg-
ment interest to accrue at 2.061 
percent.
 Credit Management Services 
vs. Justin Jamison, Humboldt, 
judgment entered against defen-
dant in the amount of $1,620.80, 
prejudgment interest of $596.51, 
costs of $50.79 and post-judg-
ment interest to accrue at 2.061 
percent.
 Credit Management Services 
vs. Jason Hall, FC, judgment 
entered against the defendant in 
the amount of $412.66, prejudg-
ment interest of $18.68, fees 
of $46.27, costs of $69.29 and 

post-judgment interest to accrue 
at 2.061 percent.
 Collection Associates vs. 
Jonathan Winters, Humboldt, 
judgment entered against defen-
dant in the amount of $240.00, 
prejudgment interest of $.766, 
fees of $29.00, costs of $95.76 
and post-judgment interest to 
accrue at 2.061 percent.
 Capital One Bank vs. Bruce 
Demmel and Nancy K. Dem-
mel, Kearney, judgment entered 
against defendants in the amount 
of $24,572.72, prejudgment 
interest of $2,071.68, costs of 
$85.00 and post-judgment inter-
est to accrue at 2.061 percent.

County Court Waivers
(Court costs not included)

 Patrice M. Chandler, main-
taining a nuisance, fined $25; 
maintaining a nuisance, fined 
$25.
 Forrest D. Rosenberger, 
speeding (11-15), fined $75.
 Andrew T. Hemenway, speed-
ing (11-15), fined $75.
 Joshua A. Peterson, speeding 
(16-20), fined $125.
 Rolando Garcia, speeding 
(16-20), fined $125.
 Daryl K. Barker, speeding 
(11-15), fined $75.
 Kevin W. Ward, speeding 
(11-15), fined $75.
 Dennis J. McAndrew, no op-
erator’s license, fined $75.
 Marc A. Dewall, speeding 
(16-20), fined $125.
 Cassandra A. Munoz, speed-
ing (11-15), fined $75.
 Tony V. Vodicka, speeding 
(11-15), fined $75.

 Peter A. Niedzielski, violate 
stop or yield sign, fined $75.

By Susan Phillips,
SENCA
   Southeast Nebraska Community 
Action (SENCA) has certified 
volunteers available to assist 
qualifying individuals that 
are low-to-moderate income 
(generally $50,000 and below) 
who cannot prepare their own 
tax returns.  
   This is a FREE service in 
conjunction with the IRS 
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance 
Program, also known as VITA.
   Certified volunteers sponsored 
by SENCA receive training to 
help prepared and e-file basic 
tax returns in communities 
across southeast Nebraska.  
Individuals taking advantage of 
the e-file program will receive 
their refunds in half the time 
compared to returns filed on 
paper — even faster when tax 

SENCA offers free tax filing help
refunds are deposited directly 
into a savings or checking 
account at a bank or financial 
institution.
   SENCA will prepare taxes for 
people residing within the service 
area of Cass, Johnson, Nemaha, 
Otoe, Pawnee and Richardson 
counties by appointment only.  To 
schedule an appointment, please 
call 402-296-4477 for Cass and 
Otoe counties; 402-862-2411, 
ext. 105, for Johnson, Pawnee 
and Richardson counties; and 
402-274-4666 for Nemaha and 
Otoe counties.  
   Tax preparation is scheduled to 
begin Jan. 25, 2012.

NOTICE OF HEARING
MOTOR VEHICLE
TAX EXEMPTIONS

 Notice is hereby given that on 
the 17th day of January, 2012, at 8:45 
a.m. the Richardson County Board 
of Equalization will hold a hearing 
to consider applications from the 
following organizations seeking tax 
exemption on motor vehicles:  

 Faith Baptist Church, Falls City; 
First Church of the Nazarene, Falls 
City; Boy Scout Troop #387, Humboldt; 
Community Medical Center, Falls City; 
First Baptist Church, Falls City; Falls 
City Sacred Heart School, Falls City; 
First Christian Church, Falls City; 
Good News Assembly of God Church, 
Falls City; Grace Bible Fellowship 
Church, Stella.  

 The recommendations of the 
Richardson County Treasurer are 
available at the Office of  the County 
Treasurer located in the Courthouse, 
Falls City, Nebraska.  

David D. Sickel, Chairman
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners

Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk
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NOTICE:

 The Nemaha Natural Resources 
District Board of Directors will hold 
their regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, January 12, 2012, at the NRD 
headquarters in Tecumseh, Nebraska. 
Individual committee meetings begin 
at 6 p.m. An agenda is being kept 
current at the office – 62161 Hwy 136, 
Tecumseh, NE  68450.

Lisa Bartels, Secretary
Nemaha NRD   3



NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

"WE CARE ABOUT YOU AND YOUR SMILE"

2107 Stone St., Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-4122

C. R. James, Jr., D.D.S., P.C.
                      

General

and

Family

Dentistry

402-245-6029

Falls City Medical 

Equipment & Electronics

402-245-2029

ALWAYS SUNNY WHEN YOU SHOP AT: 

402-245-5029

Jones Air
Conditioning, Inc.
HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING

“We Service All Brands of Furnaces and Air Conditioners”
Professional Installation and Service — “Since 1974”

*Plumbing Fixtures
*Water Heaters *Water Softeners

1605 Chase St. (402) 245-3526

Geothermal
Heat Pumps and

Tankless Water Heaters

JR’S BODY & PAINT
1018 E. 11th • Falls City, NE • 402-245-2040

✓ Free Estimates   
✓ Windshields Installed

✓ Repair All Makes and Models
✓ Complete Body and Paint Service

✓ Car and Truck Accessories

30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE
Classics & 

Dreams
INSURANCE WORK  WELCOME

Sales – Service – Repair – Installation
•Heating & Cooling including Geothermal
• Plumbing (Faucets, Fixtures & Repair)
• Kitchen and Bath Cabinetry
• Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile
• Granite and Laminate Countertops
• Duct Cleaning & Rainbird Irrigation

MEYER HOME CENTER
1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661

Professional and Dependable

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.™

Emergency Service Available!

–  Locally Owned and Operated
–  CETP Trained Employees
–  Monthy Routes
–  Rental and Portable Tanks
–  New Installs

1-800-511-0928

402-855-2355

64016 705 Rd.  • Dawson, NE  68337

The above weather service is being provided by the following:

HERITAGE FALLS
Candles & Gifts

1614 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-3443

Flavors of the Month
25% Off

Almond Vanilla Hazelnut, Chestnuts & 
Brown Sugar, Warm Vanilla Spice

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Mon. - Sat. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Thurs. 10 A.M. - 6:30 P. M.

HERITAGE FALLS
Candles & Gifts

1614 Stone St., Falls City 

Mon. - Sat. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.

Thurs. 10 A.M. - 6:30 P.M.

Falls City, NE • 402-245-3443 

HAPPY  NEW YEAR’S! 
SELECTED WARMERS 

20% OFF

The Spirit Shoppe
Your One Stop Party Shop

402-245-3332
Coldest Beer and Warmest Smiles

1123 Harlan St., Falls City

HAPPY 
NEW YEAR’S

16th and Harlan St., Falls City, NE 

(Across from the Post Office)

402-245-2868 for our worship schedule

Prayer Line: 402-245-2861

ST. THOMAS

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

NEED PRAYER? WHO 

DOESN’T?

Let us add you, or someone 

you care for, to our prayer list.

Call 402-245-2861

ARMBRUSTER

MOTOR COMPANY

Falls City 402-245-2471
www.armbrustermotors.com

Happy New Year!

FROM ALL OF US AT

ARMBRUSTER MOTOR COMPANY
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1416 Harlan St., Falls City  •  245-4413

 Hullman's
Ford-Lincoln

www.hullmansford.com

2010 FORD EXPLORER, 
EDDIE BAUER, 
31,000 MILES  
$24,500

2010 FORD EXPLORER, 

,

 The state is entering its second 
straight winter with La Nina condi-
tions in the Equatorial Pacific, but the 
Nebraska state climatologist said that 
won’t necessarily mean the same kind 
of winter in 2012.
 With the redevelopment of La Nina 
conditions this fall, there was consider-
able discussion among climatologists 
as to whether 2011 winter trends would 
return in force during this upcoming 
winter, said Al Dutcher, Nebraska state 
climatologist.
 So far the answer is no, he said.
 First and foremost, equatorial sea 
surface temps are averaging about 1.5 
degrees Celsius below normal, while 
last year at this time the basin was 
nearly 3 degrees Celsius below nor-
mal, Dutcher said.
 “In layman terms, the current La 
Nina is rated as a weak to moderate 
event, compared to last year’s rating of 
exceptionally strong,” he said.
 In addition, since La Nina was so 
strong last year, the northern jet stream 
was especially active and winter storm 
activity was concentrated across the 
northern and north central Rockies 
eastward through the Great Lakes and 
northeast.
 Seasonal snowfall across the south-
ern Rockies during the 2011 winter was 
less than 60 percent of normal as the 
primary storm track remained north of 
this area.
 Also, the jet stream pattern during 
the past 30 to 45 days has exhibited a 
tendency toward a split flow pattern 
once systems move into the Pacific 
Northwest.
 “A portion of the energy moves 
into the northern Rockies, then shifts 
into the northern Plains,” Dutcher said. 
“The remaining energy dives down 
into the southwestern U.S., then the 
subsequent cutoff upper air low slowly 
drifts around the southern Great Basin 
region. Only when another trough ap-
proaches the Pacific Northwest is there 
enough energy to kick the low east-
ward toward Texas.”
 What does this really mean?
 Essentially, the upper air lows 
moving across Texas are robbing the 
northward transport of moisture into 
the northern Plains, he said. As a re-
sult, the upper Plains trough mois-
ture patterns are dependent on Pacific 
Ocean moisture instead of the Gulf of 
Mexico.
 “Unfortunately, this Pacific mois-
ture is intercepted by the northern 
Rockies and Cascades before it reach-
es the northern plains,” Dutcher said. 
“During the past 30 to 45 days, more 
moisture has fallen across portions of 
south central Kansas, eastern Okla-
homa, and north central through north-
east than fell in the previous 12 month 
period.
 “Nebraska has been caught dead 
center between these two pieces of en-
ergy,” Dutcher said.

   



     



       





    
       

        
      

      
      




      
       
       

        
     
        
        
        
     
     
      
     
     

      

     
      

     
    
      
     
     
    
      
        
    

 

       

    
      
     
     
       
      
      
      
     
   

      
       
      
       
     

     

     
        
        
  
      


     
       

     
      
       
       
   

     

       
      













.  

From the
Richardson County

Humane Society

Sponsored by the Humane Society, 

245-2779.

Iggy is a young 
adult  female 
boxer. She is  at 
the City Pound 
and available for 
adoption. Call 
the PD to adopt  
245-4422.
Missing from the 
Shubert area is a 
female Daschund/
beagle mix, recent-
ly spayed. Roxy is 

black and white. Please call the Humane Society 
245-2338.
Also a long haired black cat has been found in 
the area of Frosty Queen, please call the Humane 
Society 245-2338.

Falls City Journal Weather Report

Almanac Data

RealFeel Temperature®

Weather Trivia™

River Stages Yesterday

Sun and MoonRegional Forecast Tomorrow

TONIGHT

Low: 26°

WEDNESDAY

43° 27°

THURSDAY

53° 31°

FRIDAY

50° 28°

SATURDAY

44° 25°

SUNDAY

41° 21°

MONDAY

43° 28°

Wednesday 7:45 a.m. 5:10 p.m.
Thursday 7:45 a.m. 5:11 p.m.
Friday 7:45 a.m. 5:11 p.m.
Saturday 7:45 a.m. 5:12 p.m.
Sunday 7:44 a.m. 5:13 p.m.
Monday 7:44 a.m. 5:14 p.m.
Tuesday 7:44 a.m. 5:15 p.m.

Day Sunrise Sunset

Wednesday 1:33 p.m. 3:34 a.m.
Thursday 2:15 p.m. 4:31 a.m.
Friday 3:03 p.m. 5:25 a.m.
Saturday 3:58 p.m. 6:17 a.m.
Sunday 4:58 p.m. 7:04 a.m.
Monday 6:02 p.m. 7:45 a.m.
Tuesday 7:09 p.m. 8:23 a.m.

Day Moonrise Moonset

High for the week .......................... 63°
Low for the week ............................ 1°
Normal high .................................. 36°
Normal low .................................... 18°
Average temperature ................ 37.4°

Falls City for the week ending Sunday
Temperature

Precipitation

Three or four mph.

Q:

A:

How fast does a large snowflake
fall?

Wednesday ................................ 39°
Thursday .................................... 48°
Friday ........................................ 44°
Saturday .................................... 39°
Sunday ...................................... 32°
Monday ...................................... 40°
Tuesday .................................... 46°

The patented AccuWeather.com RealFeel

Temperature is an exclusive index of effective
temperature based on eight weather factors.
Shown are the highest values of each day.

Falls City 23' 4.12' -0.07'

Big Nemaha Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr.

River stage yest. change

Rulo 17' 9.23' -0.03'

Missouri Flood 7 a.m. 24-hr.

River stage yest. changeForecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2012

Seven-day Forecast for Falls City

Omaha

21/45 Council Bluffs

21/45

Des Moines

27/38

Lincoln

20/54

Nebraska

City

26/42

Maryville

24/42

St. Joseph

24/44

Leavenworth

28/44

Chillicothe

27/41

Kansas City

27/43
Topeka

27/46

Manhattan

22/53

Salina

28/56

FALLS CITY

26/43

Shown is tomorrow’s weather.
Temperatures are tonight’s lows

and tomorrow’s highs.

Total for the week ...................... 0.02"
Total for the month .................... 0.00"
Normal for the month ................ 0.02"
Snowfall (estimated)
Snowfall for the week .................. 0.0"

Partly sunnyClearingMostly sunnyMostly sunny
and mild

Mostly sunny
and mildMostly sunnyClear and

breezy

Weather History
A storm on Jan. 4, 1982, drenched San Fran-
cisco, Calif., with 12 inches of rain and
dumped 10 feet of snow on Lake Tahoe in just
two days.

La Nina back for
2nd winter in a row
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 The Falls City Area Jaycees’ 
annual Distinguished Service 
Awards Banquet will be held at 
the Elks Club on Monday, Jan. 
24; social hour to begin at 6 
p.m., with dinner and banquet to 
follow at 7.  
 Deadline for submitting 
nomination forms/letters is 
Thursday, Jan 13. Nomination 
instructions and forms appeared 
in the Dec. 16 edition of the 
Journal. They are also available 
at State Farm Insurance Of ce, 
2002 Stone St. 
 The Jaycees urge people of 
the community to take some 
time to nominate that outstand-
ing someone that you know 
best represents one of these six 
speci c awards: Distinguished 
Service, Outstanding Educa-
tor, Boss of the Year, Outstand-
ing Community Leader, Good 
Neighbor, and Robert J. Chab 
Community Service Award. 
 Tickets ($15) for the ban-
quet can be purchased by 3 p.m. 
Friday, Jan. 21, at the Chamber 
of Commerce of ce, SunMart 
Courtesy Counter, State Farm 
Insurance of ce, or by calling 
Rachel Jackson @883-7613. 

DSA Banquet

By Lori Gottula
   If you happen to be in or near Breadeaux Pizza 
on the second Thursday of the month, between 
6 and 7 p.m., don’t be surprised if you hear a 
rambunctious chant coming from the back 
room.  “We believe,” it will start.  And it will 
end with a loud and  ery phrase that goes like 
this — “That service to humanity is the BEST 
WORK OF LIFE!”
 The group reciting the creed would be the 
Jaycees, and the occasion would be  their regu-
lar monthly meeting.   I used to think that this 
group shouted the last part of their creed just 
because it was so darn long that they were ex-
cited to reach the end.  But after interviewing 
 ve of the current members a few weeks ago, 
I now believe that they shout the last part be-
cause they  rmly believe all of it.
 The creed goes like this:   We believe:  That 
faith in God gives meaning and purpose to hu-
man life; That the brotherhood of man transcends 
the sovereignty of nations; That economic jus-
tice can best be won by free men through free 
enterprise;  That government should be of law 
rather than of men; That earth’s great treasure 
lies in human personality; and that service to 
humanity is the BEST WORK OF LIFE.
 The Falls City Jaycees organization has been 
around forever.  Well, not forever, but since 

Mike Castle and Donnie Stevens were young 
enough to be members anyway (sorry, guys, 
just a little joke there).    And now, their daugh-
ters have taken over in their stead, buoyed by 
the memories that they have of growing up, and 
listening to their dads talk about how much fun 
they had in the organization, and remembering 
how good their fathers felt when they contrib-
uted to this community (and still do).
 Those were the two main points that were 
made during a recent interview with members 
Stefanie (Castle) Wenz, Jessica (Stevens) Fis-
cher, Stacey Bailey, Becky Gossman, and Jen-
nifer Willman — that the Jaycees organization 
is fun, and the members love contributing to 
this community.
 Those readers who have never been involved 
in the club may not realize just how much the 
group does for our town.    They may not real-
ize, either, how much fun the members have do-
ing it.
 Stefanie and Becky enjoy it so much that 
they are of cers in the organization.  Stefanie 
is Vice President for Individual Development, 
and Becky is Vice President of Management.   
Shawn Fouraker is the President, and Rachel 
Jackson is the Vice President of Membership.  
(The group will also nominate a Vice Presi-
dent for Community Development at its annual 

‘Service to humanity is the 
BEST WORK OF LIFE!’

 FIRST BABY OF 2011! Audrey Grace Scrivens, daughter of Neal and Crystal Scrivens, Falls 
City, was born at 11:46 p.m. Monday, Jan. 3, 2011, at Community Medical Center. She weighed 
6 pounds, 12 1/2 ounces, and was 18 inches long. Maternal grandparents are Cliff and Julie 
Phroper, FC, and Mike and Diana Richey, of Sabetha. Maternal great-grandparents are Randy 
and Janice Kirkendall, Mike Phroper and Ken Richey, all of FC, and Betty Hartter, of Sabetha; 
maternal great-great grandfather is Dean Kirkendall, of FC. Paternal grandparents are Dean and 
Lori Scrivens, Lincoln, and Dale and June Scrivens, Scottsbluff. Paternal great-grandparents are 
Daniel and Barbara Gay, of Rochester, Wash. 

Jason Schock

Jason Schock

 Falls City Area Jaycees of cers, from left: Stefanie Wenz, Jessica Fischer, Becky Gossman, Jennifer Willman and 
Stacey Bailey. 

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Mayor Tim Hersh and the city council met in regular session 
Tuesday evening at City Hall.
 In what may be a record, the council completed all of its business 
in less than 5 minutes.
 Councilman Ryan Rieschick was administered the oath of of ce 
as he had been unable to attend the previous two meetings.
 The council unanimously acted to amend its contract with RDG 
(Main Street design phase) to set the end date to Jan. 21, 2011.  City 
Administrator Gary Jorn described this as a “clean-up item” that has 
no impact on the actual contract. 

Hello, goodbye for council and mayor

 A 28-year-old Falls City man 
is recuperating after being ac-
cidentally shot in the foot late 
Sunday morning, Jan. 2, at 1803 
Crook Street.
 Bobby Howard-Vice was 
transported to an out-of-town 
medical facility for treatment 
shortly after the incident.
 A 16-year-old juvenile was 
cited for discharging a  rearm 
within city limits.  Falls City Po-
lice of cers, who investigated 
the incident, do not believe foul 
play was involved.
 The investigation indicates 
that the 16-year-old had dis-
charged a .22 caliber ri e while 
in the garage at the residence.  
Moments later the teen was sur-
prised when Howard-Vice en-
tered the garage.  The boy turned 

and the ri e discharged, with a 
bullet striking Howard-Vice in 
the foot.
 The Falls City Police Depart-
ment is also investigating recent 
incidents of slashed tires.
 Hullman’s Ford reported that 
tires were slashed on six vehicles 
in its lot sometime last Wednes-
day night or early Thursday 
morning.  The tires on a vehicle 
parked at City Hall were also 
slashed during a similar time 
period.
 Earlier in December, the tires 
on several vehicles in the down-
town area of Falls City were 
slashed.
 Anyone with information 
about these incidents is urged to 
contact the Falls City Police De-
partment at 402-245-4422. 

Gunshot wound; tires slashed

David von Behren elected for festival
 FCHS sophomore David 
von Behren has been select-
ed to participate in the UNO 
BOCH Festival (Band, Or-
chestra and Choir at the 
Holland).
 David will sing Tenor II.
 The festival will take 
place Jan. 21-23 on the UNO 
campus and will conclude 
with a  nal concert at 3:15 
p.m. on Jan. 23 at the Hol-
land Center for Performing 
Arts in downtown Omaha.
 The festival is made up 
of students from across Ne-

braska performing in the following ensembles:  Durango Band; 
Maverick Band; String Orchestra; Mixed Choir and Women’s 
Choir.
 David is the son of John and Glenda von Behren. 

Legislatures stare at nearly $1 billion budget shortage
What does that mean for schools? page 11
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Snow Day

    Melanie Wessel gives sons Elijah and Gabe 
Canonico a fast start down the Grandview Park slope 
last Thursday afternoon. And though no dif culty 
rating has been assigned to the popular FC ski/sled 
trail, Elijah’s expression says “double black diamond” 
for only serious thrill-seekers. 

More photos on Page 10
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 Falls City Recreation Inc. treasurer Kevin Malone has announced 
the memorial donations received during 2010.
 Memorial and other special donations are used by Falls City Rec-
reation to purchase equipment and make ball  eld improvements 
that would otherwise not be completed without these special gifts. 
There are always project and equipment needs to better the program 
and the ball  elds, and Recreation will continue in these efforts as 
funds allow.  
 Memorial donations were made in 2010 in the following 
names:
 Over $1,000:  Ernie Prosser; Jim McNeely; Karen Sailors; Viv-
ian Roesch.
 $100 to $500:  Neeld Messler; Dorothy Schawang; Gerald Trull; 
Edwin Towle Memorial Golf Tournament; Kevin Romine; Ervin 
Pupkes; Don Kratz.
 Up to $99:  Duane Stehlik; Albert Niedfeldt; Gayle Furnas.
 Falls City Recreation’s Board of Directors would like to acknowl-
edge these memorial donations and thank those involved.  In addi-
tion, the board acknowledges and thanks the Falls City Area Jay-
cees, as they have continued to make very generous donations each 
year that has been used for improvements or equipment needs.
 Recreation also acknowledges  special donations and fund rais-
ers in 2010 from Fred and Pam Sikora, Falls City Education Asso-
ciation, BPO Does ad Elks Lodge #963, Brian Walker and the Falls 
City Country Club, Sun Mart, Dessie Scholl and many others on the 
 sh fry/auction fund raiser.
 Thanks also go to the administration and school board of the 
Falls City Public Schools for their cooperation and willingness to 
allow the use of their facilities for Recreation programs, and various 
of cials and employees of the City of Falls City in helping make 
Recreation projects happen and enhance programs for Falls City 

Memorial donations help
make FC Recreation possible

 The Richardson County Board of Commissioners is accepting 
resumes from anyone interested in being appointed to the position 
of Richardson County Treasurer.
 Sherry Huppert, who was re-elected County Treasurer in No-
vember, 2010, tragically died on Jan. 6.
 The remaining term of of ce expires on Jan. 7, 2015.
 Resumes should be submitted to the Richardson County Board 
of Commissioners, c/o County Clerk, Courthouse, Room 203, 1700 
Stone Street, Falls City, NE 68355.
 Resumes will be accepted through Monday, Jan. 31.
 See a classi ed ad in today’s Journal (reruns Jan. 27).  The ad 
also appears in The Humboldt Standard. 

DSA banquet Jan. 24
 A reminder that the Falls 
City Area Jaycees’ annual DSA 
Banquet will be held Monday, 
Jan. 24, at the Elks Club.
 A social hour begins at 6 
p.m., followed by the banquet at 
7.  
 Tickets must be purchased no 
later than Jan. 21 and are avail-
able at Sun Mart, the Chamber of 
Commerce of ce or by calling 
Rachel Jackson at 883-7613. 

 Martha McGahan, Presi-
dent of the Lone Tree Literary 
Society, will give a gallery talk 
at 7 p.m. Friday, Jan. 21, at the 
Stalder Gallery in the Falls City 
Library and Arts Center.
 The talk will center around 
the works of photographer and 
author Wright Morris, whose 
photographs currently hand in 
the art gallery. The show also 
features the photography collec-
tion of the Library and Commu-
nity Foundation of Richardson 
County.
 The talk is sponsored by the 
Richardson County Arts & Hu-
manities Council, with a grant 
from the Nebraska Arts Council 
and Nebraska Cultural Endow-
ment. 

Gallery talk Friday

Seek resumes for County Treasurer

‘Should  ve percent appear too small,

Just be glad I don’t take it all - Cause I’m the tax man’
Page 18

 Members of the City Coun-
cil voted Monday evening to 
authorize spending $67,915 to 
repair the cooling system at the 
Falls City Power Plant.
 The expenditure was recom-
mended by the Board of Public 
Works.
 Supt. Alan Romine appeared 
before the council to explain the 
needs.  
 “The cooling system was 
altered in 1988 or 1989 and a 
cooling tower was installed,” 
Romine said.  In order to keep 
water from freezing in the tow-
er, a tank was installed in the 
basement of the building, where 
water drained.  
 This steel tank was primed 
and painted.  Chemicals are 
used to treat the water to prevent 
rust and corrosion, said Rom-
ine.  However, these chemicals 

Highway 73 
 nally opens
 Highway 73 north of Falls 
City opened Friday evening af-
ter a months-long construction 
process.
 The highway, a critical route 
to and from Falls City, had been 
closed for nearly 10 months as 
two bridges were replaced and 
the roadway was raised.
 Crews installed guardrails 
and lane markings last week, 
the  nal steps before the high-
way could be opened. Final 
work, including the installation 
of shoulders, will be completed 
in the spring. This process will 
not require any additional clos-
ings.
 Rod Vandeberg, chairman of 
the Highway Commission, said 
he learned of the opening on 
Thursday of last week.  “Won-
derful news,” Vandeberg said.
 Crews were slowed in the 
construction process by a wet 
spring and early summer. Win-
ter temperatures complicated 
the pavement’s curing process. 

Power Plant repair to cost $67,915
do not protect above the water 
level.
 “The tank is rusting through 
above the water level and where 
the pipes are attached,” Rom-
ine said.  “The top of the tank is 
completely gone.”
 In discussions with the Board 
of Public Works, it was decided 
that a stainless steel tank would 
“last much longer than replac-
ing with another steel tank,” 
said Romine.  
 Repair will be scheduled with 
area power sources because the 
plant will not be able to generate 
while the tank is being repaired.  
 Council members unani-
mously voted to approve two 
events at Prichard Auditorium, 
both of which will allow for 
the sale of alcoholic beverages.  
Chuck Smith, who has previ-
ously voiced opposition to alco-

hol sales at auditorium events, 
spoke against the sales.
 Smith believes that alcohol 
served at the auditorium sends 
the wrong message to young 
people.
 The two approved events in-
clude an “Elvis Tribute” event 
to be hosted by Betty Schulen-
berg on March 5, and a wedding 
reception on Feb. 5.
 The council approved the ap-
pointments of Ken Simpson as 
Chief of the Volunteer Fire De-
partment, Jim Hall as First As-
sistant Chief and Matt Beer as 
Second Assistant Chief.
 Beckie Cromer provided the 
fourth quarter EDGE report and 
the council met in executive ses-
sion to review personnel. Fire 

at Scholl Fertilizer

         ............. Page 18 

Burglars hit Mr. Automotive

 The Falls City Police Department is investigating another bur-
glary at a local business.
 Sailors and Son’s Mr. Automotive was broken into late Wednes-
day, Jan. 12.
 Taken were a number of Husqvarna brand chainsaws, a  at-
screen TV, several L.E.D.  ashlights and cash.
 It has been a busy two months for investigators. Eight businesses 
have been burglarized since the beginning of December with only 
two of the cases solved.
 Exactly one week prior to the Mr. Automotive burglary, thieves 
stole cash and a laptop computer from Lem’s Northvue Cafe. Police 
have not said whether or not they believe any of the cases are re-
lated. 
 Anyone with information is to contact the Police Department at 
245-4422.

Eighth local business in about six weeks
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PROTECT THE EARTH - RECYCLE
Recycling Dates: 1st & 3rd Saturday 

each month at the Sunmart Parking Lot

Of ce Paper
Cardboard
Aluminum

Glass Bottles & Jars
Tin & Steel Cans
Plastic
Newspapers 9 a.m.-

noon

  Falls City High 
School match 
instructor Jason 
Vitosh is one of 
22 teachers from 
across Nebraska 
who have been 
awarded Robert 
Noyce National 
Science Foun-
dation Master 
Teaching Fellow-
ships by the Uni-
versity of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln.
 The fellow-
ships are funded 
by the National Science Foun-
dation through a six-year, $3 
million grant received in Sep-
tember from the Robert Noyce 
Teacher Scholarship program. 
The fellowships are intended to 
recognize and reward outstand-
ing mathematics teachers who 
make a  ve-year commitment 
to continue teaching in a high-
need school district and to pur-
sue professional development 
opportunities that support their 
development into the state’s 
most outstanding “master teach-
ers.”
 The master teaching fellows 
will each receive a $10,000 per 
year salary supplement from 
UNL for  ve years while they 
continue to teach in a high-need 
district. In addition, they will 
have the opportunity to take 
24 graduate hours at no cost to 
them for tuition or fees as they 
strengthen their skills as lead-
ers, focusing on improving math 
education in their schools and 
school districts. Many of the 
master teaching fellows may use 

this opportunity to 
pursue a doctorate 
from UNL’s Col-
lege of Education 
and Human Sci-
ences.
 It is expected 
that master teach-
ing fellows will 
assume leader-
ship roles within 
their schools, 
districts and Edu-
cational Service 
Units while be-
ing supported in 

these roles by UNL 
faculty. The goal of the Master 
Teaching Fellowship program is 
to increase the level of student 
success in mathematics in high-

Falls City High math teacher
earns UNL Master Fellowship 

Jason Vitosh

The Falls City Educational Foundation, 
through Treasurer Merle Veigel, has re-
leased the names of its 22 scholarship win-
ners. This year, the Foundation is awarding 
$19,900 in scholarships.  The awards:
   —The $1,150 Falls City High School 
Alumni Association Scholarship (4-year 
school) to Julianne Kopf, daughter of Tom 
and Cindy Kopf.
   —The $1,150 Falls City High School 
Alumni Association Scholarship (2-year 
school) to Kylie Bek, daughter of Tyler and 
LeAnn Bek.
   —The $600 John S. Boswell Scholarship to 
Jessica Fisher, daughter of Sherrie Strecker 
and Robert Fisher.
   —The $600 Jug Brown Scholarship to 

Hannah Milam, daughter of Max and Mi-
chelle Milam.
   —The $3,000 Downey Family Scholarship 
to Jessica McCann, daughter of Diane Mc-
Cann and Tom McCann.
   —The $1,000 Downey Family Scholarship 
to Laci Boltz, daughter of Candy Birdsell.
   —The $550 Falls City Educational Foun-
dation Scholarship to Robert Chab, son of 
Jerry and Ronda Chab.
   —The $1,000 Virgil Gerlt Scholarship (4-
year school) to Trevor Harling, son of Nick 
and Laurel Harling.
   —The $1,000 Virgil Gerlt Scholarship (2-
year school) to Kelly Simpson, daughter of 
John and Donna Simpson.
   —The $500 Orris C. Hatch Scholarship 

$19,900

Falls City Educational Foundation
Scholarships

(Please turn to Page 10)

 The Falls City High School 
choral department will present 
“Oklahoma” on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 7 and 8.
   Saturday’s performance is at 7 
p.m., while the Sunday show is at 
3 p.m.
   Tickets will be available at the 
FCHS auditorium door.

Oklahoma!

Arbor Day observed Friday at Legion Park

Bill Schock

 One of the trees has just been planted and Gary Jorn, Arbor Day speaker, in  the center of  the  photo, is giving a brief 
history of Legion Park and is relating how Falls City maintains its Tree City USA status. Rodney Knaup, who donated two of 
the four trees planted, is at the far left.  

By Bill Schock
 Arbor Day was observed 
Friday with four tree plantings 
at Legion Park and  a talk on the 
park’s history by Gary Jorn, city 
clerk-treasurer.
 Jorn also read an Arbor Day 
Proclamation signed by Mayor 
Tim Hersh.
 Four trees—mountain ash 
and golden rain  donated by 
Rodney Knaup, and two Val-
ley Forge elms donated by the 
city—were planted by mem-
bers of the park board, chairman 
John von Behren, Don Baldwin, 
Bruce Walker, Darrel Huettner, 
Tyler Bek and Ed Harris.
 In his talk, Jorn commented, 
“We are here today to pay trib-
ute to the many women and men 
who have served our country, 
especially remembering those 
who gave   their life for our 
freedom, planting these trees as 
a memorial for their dedication 
and service to our country.”
  In what he termed his “short 
history lesson” on Legion Park, 
Jorn said that local sources told 
him that the park was created 

sometime in the early to mid 
l920s by American Legion Post 
#l02. 
 A World War I cannon was 
placed in the park and during 
World War II the cannon was 

donated to the government in a 
scrap iron drive.  
 The speaker said that in l974, 
Councilman Donald Baldwin 
proposed a conception to the 
City Council which included the 

addition of a tennis court and 
rest rooms to the park. In order 
to accomplish these improve-
ments, three houses needed to 

(Please turn to Page 5)

By Jason Schock
 Monday’s City Council meet-
ing consisted of 17 uneventful 
minutes.  Two public hearings 
and four action items. No real 
qualms and no, ahem, closed 
sessions. Call it a calm before 
the storm. 
 Council President Hal Sut-
ter early on requested an agenda 
item for the May 16 meeting in 
which the Council will address 
the Attorney General Of ce’s 
 ndings regarding the accusa-
tion of State Open Meetings 

 Now they’re saying 
bin Laden was unarmed. 
So what? Neither were the 
3,000 he had killed in the 
Twin Towers. 

Attorney General’s Of ce:
‘we do not  nd any violations’

Laws violations. Peggy David-
son, in a letter to the Attorney 
General’s Of ce dated March 4, 
accused the Council of violat-
ing Open Meetings Laws when, 
she alleges, it discussed public 
board appointments in execu-
tive session at the January 17 
meeting. In a letter signed by 
Assistant Attorney General Na-
talee J. Hart, dated April 14, the 
State acknowledges “de cienc-
es in the Council’s motions for 
closed sessions,” but “we do not 
 nd any violations of the Open 

Meetings Act by the Council.” 
 Davidson requested the in-
vestigation after being denied 
appointment to the Falls City 
Library Board.  She claimed a 
Jan. 17 executive session called 
to discuss “personnel” and the 
“Falls City Ambulance Squad” 
also included a discussion about 
board appointments. Davidson, 
the only proposed appointee not 
approved by the Council dur-
ing its Feb. 7 meeting, provided 

(Please turn to Page 5)

‘You have to choose daily to work hard’

Tiger alum addresses student-athletes - Page 12

(Please turn to Page 3)

Local ties to 
Adams tragedy

   The two teen-
age drivers in-
volved in Mon-
day’s tragic car 
wreck near 
Adams are the 
daughters of 
Falls City na-
tive Todd (and 

Cindy) Matthes 
and granddaughters of LaMar 
and Wanda Matthes, of Falls 
City.
 They are the couples’ only 
children. 
 Gabrielle “Gabby” Matthes, 
17, was killed when, on a dirt 
road near the family’s Adams 
home, her car collided head-
on with a pickup driven by her 

Gabby Matthes

(Please turn to Page 9)
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 Congratulations to all 
the county’s high school 
graduates. Buckle up - 
the world can stand lots 
of improvement.

 “Don’t slow down.” “You have to jump higher.” Indeed, the two top components of a successful long jump are a fast ap-
proach and high takeoff, and event coordinator/father Joe Dunn, once a long jump specialist himself and a former track coach, 
does in fact know what he’s talking about. Yet Libby Dunn appears to shrug it all off with a “talk to the hand” pose Saturday 
during the Elks Track Meet at Jug Brown Stadium. 2011 Elks Track Meet results and more photographs on Page 20. 

Jason Schock

FC Rec ball rosters - Page 12

 Brownville Concerts 
in partnership with Young 
Concert Artists, Inc. is 
pleased to present con-
cert violinist Bella Hris-
tova in concert May 22nd 
at 2 p.m., followed by a 
free Master Class for area 
students after the perfor-
mance. 
 The New York Times 
wrote, “Her performance 
established her as a player 
of impressive power and 
natural command, tender-
ness and sweet tonal ap-
peal. Hristova’s fervent 
virtuosity brought the au-
dience to its feet.”
 First Prize Winner in the 
2008-09 Young Concert 
Artists International Audi-
tions, Ms. Hristova, made 
her debut in the Young 
Concert Artists Series dur-
ing the 2009-10 season at 
Merkin Concert Hall in 
New York, sponsored by 
the Rhoda Walker Teagle 
Prize, and at the Kennedy 
Center in Washington DC.  
At the Auditions, she was 
also awarded the Helen 

Virtuosa on Violin

WHEN: 2 p.m. Sunday, May 22
WHERE: Brownville Concert Hall

Armstrong Violin Fellow-
ship, the Miriam Brody 
Aronson Award, the Ruth 
Laredo Memorial Award, 
the Candlelight Concert 
Society Concert Prize, and 
the Lied Center of Kansas 
Concert Prize. 
 Last season, Ms. Hris-
tova performed at the 
Santa Fe Chamber Music 

Festival and the Cartage-
na Festival Internacional 
de Musica, and in recital 
at the Isabella Stewart 
Gardner Museum in Bos-
ton.  Her appearances as 
soloist included the Ow-
ensboro, Johnstown, Du-
Page, and Indianapolis 
symphonies. Ms. Hristova 

(Please turn to Page 9)

 Did you know there are 365 
Nebraskans who will turn 65 
every day during 2011? There 
are 10,900 Nebraska citizens 
who were born in the year 1946 
among the wave of Baby Boom-
ers reaching age 65 and becom-
ing eligible for Medicare ben-
e ts.   
   Do you know what Medi-
care does and doesn’t pay for? 
Are you confused by the terms, 
‘Medigap,’ or ‘DME’? Is there 
an ‘advantage’ to Medicare 
Advantage? Are you ready for 
Medicare, but not for Social Se-
curity?   
   These questions and more will 
be answered during the Medi-
care Mysteries No More: Ex-
plaining Medicare workshop 
presented by Mary Ann Hol-
land, UNL Extension Educator 
and Trained SHIIP Professional, 
at the “Making the Best of Your 
Golden Years,” from 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. Saturday, May 21, at Prich-
ard Auditorium. The presenta-
tion outlines the basics of Medi-
care, Medicare Supplement 
Insurance, Medicare Advantage 
Plans, Medicare Preventive Ser-
vices, and the prescription drug 
bene t, including information 
for applying for extra help for 
individuals with limited income 
and resources. Pre-retirees, 
new-to-Medicare bene ciaries, 
family members and caregivers 
are welcome to attend the free 

Medicare
program
May 21
at Prichard

(Please turn to Page 6)

By Jim Langan 
 Technology was again the 
main topic of conversation 
Monday night at the District 56 
School Board meeting. Vicky 
Zoeller, an English teacher at 
Falls City High who also serves 
as the head of the FCHS year-
book staff, shared with the board 
a brief description of “Sakai,” 
which is a set of software tools 
designed to help instructors, 
researchers and students create 
websites for collaboration. 
 Web-based schooling is the 
wave of the future and Sakai 
is a widely-used program that 
bene ts most users. 
 “We all were able to bene t 
from the program,” said Zoeller. 
“The students were excited to 
have a practical application that 
would help them while attend-
ing college.”
 Statistics show that 93 per-
cent of future college students 
will use some form of online 
schooling while furthering their 
education and the number of 
students who take all their class-
es in a physical classroom will 
decrease by 33 percent by 2014. 
At the same time the number of 
future college students who take 
some online classes will triple 
by 2014.
 Sakai, which is similar to the 
popular “Blackboard” applica-
tion used by many colleges, has 
many bene ts. Besides being 
a “green” classroom, it allows 
for collaboration from students 
in every section of a class, the 
students do not have to be in 
the classroom to ask questions 
about the work and it allows the 
instructor more opportunities to 
teach. 
 “Sakai allows me to teach 
two novels to the same class be-
cause I can upload study guides, 
quizzes and essay questions to 
all the students, and they can 
access the material to the book 
they are reading from any com-
puter,” said Zoeller.
 Renee Kopf, a computer 

FCPS riding web-based ‘wave of the future’
technician with FCPS intro-
duced the online-collaborating 
software to the district. 
 Ultimately, a “one to one” 
(one computer to one student) 
school is the goal for most dis-
tricts, but few the size of FCPS 
are as progressive in their means 
to achieve. 
In other news - 
 - Superintendent Tim Heck-
enlively updated the school 
board Monday night on leg-

islation being debated in Lin-
coln that will affect funding for 
school districts. Speci cally, he 
said Governor Dave Heineman 
had signed LB 235, the school 
 nance bill, on April 26.
 Heckenlively said that will 
give school districts model-
ing numbers for what state aid 
will look like for the 2011-2012 
school year. 
 - State aid has to be certi-
 ed by July 1 this year, but 

Heckenlively says they hope to 
have numbers by the end of this 
month. The Falls City School 
District stands to receive ap-
proximately $282,000 less in 
state aid in the next school year.
 - The auxiliary gym  oor, 
which was damaged by  ood-
ing, has been installed, and the 
new  oor should be ready for 

(Please turn to Page 10)

Drake Beranek - ‘no 
regrets’ walking on at 

Nebraska...Page 11
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  The news is extremely 
good. The shuttle liftoff was 
perfect and The Donald ain’t 
going to run for President.

Chasin’ Dreams

 The Chasing Dreams 
bene t run event for Starr 
Marie Popham will be held 
Saturday at the Bridge Bar 
and Grill in Rulo.
 Registration for the 
fund-raiser is at 11:30 a.m., 
with kick stands to go up at 
1 p.m.  Dinner and an auc-
tion are set for 7, with Bor-
derline to entertain at 9.

Jason Schock

Jason Schock
The above panaramic view of Prichard Auditorium is a digital render-

ing of 12 different Jason Schock photos taken Sunday afternoon during 
Falls City High School graduation ceremonies. 

 DOUBLE VISION. Falls City High School’s 2011 Commencement Addresses were given by twins 
Skylar (inset) and Haylee Olberding. 

 A bene t for Phyllis (Mrs. Jack) Krause, who is courageously 
battling an advanced stage of cancer, will be held on Friday, 
May 20, at Prichard Auditorium, to be followed by a bowling 
event at Falls City Lanes.
   Dinner will be served at the auditorium beginning at 5 p.m. 
(free will donations).  A silent auction is scheduled for from 5-8 
p.m. and a live auction is set to start at 6 p.m.
   Later, from 9 p.m. to midnight, color pin bowling will be held 
at Falls City Lanes.
   Proceeds from the bene t will be augmented by Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans.
   Mrs. Krause, who works at First National Bank and serves on 
the Falls City Council, has completed two, two-week rounds of 
radiation therapy and is anticipating chemotherapy as her next 
step in  ghting the disease.
   She and her family want to thank all who have sent well 
wishes, support and prayers of encouragement during her stay 
in Lincoln.  She considers herself very lucky to live in such a 
caring and supportive community.
   Mr. and Mrs. Krause are the parents of four children, Cindy 
and George Engelhardt, John and Kaye Krause and children, 
Michael and Brandon, Randy and Diana Krause and children, 
Samantha and Jared, and Cheryl and Jonah Zook and children, 
Taylor, Alex, Conner and Spencer.
   The Krauses are members of First United Methodist Church 
in Falls City.
   To make a donation or for additional information, contact 
Erika Olberding, 402-245-5038, or Doris Erickson, 402-245-
3391.

Local athletes to Omaha Burke this weekend
Page 14

Diplomas for 52
Falls City High grads
By Jason Schock

Dipolmas were conferred 
upon 52 newly minted Falls 
City High School graduates at 
the Class of 2011 Commence-
ment Ceremony held Sunday at 
Prichard Auditorium.
 As is always the case, a throng 
(reporter-estimated 900 people) 
 lled the auditorium to salute 
FCHS’ newest alumni. But un-
like all the previous ceremonies 
before it, the 2011 graduation 
didn’t feature either Salutatorian 
or Valedictorian Addresses, as 
the Cum Laude system was im-
plemented for the  rst time. The 
honors sytem change was ap-
proved by the District 56 School 
Board four years ago, but didn’t 
take effect until previous classes 
graduated in an effort to preserve 
consistency. 
 Graduating with highest aca-

demic distinction, as Summa 
Cum Laude, were: Logan Gilbert 
Faller, Jessica Rae Fisher, Ethan 
Lyle Fritz, Trevor Jacob Harling, 
Julianne Christine Kopf, Lisa 
Elizabeth Kopf, Alexa Yvonne 
Lampe, Hannah Leigh Milam, 
Haylee Renee Olberding, Sky-
lar Paige Olberding and Rachel 
Hope Stevens. 
 Summa Cum Laude students 
wishing to speak submitted 
speches to administration prior 
to the end of the school year and 
those speeches were judged an-
nonymously by a high school 
faculty committee. The winners 
were the Olberding twins - Hay-
lee and Skylar (transcripts of 
their full speeches accompany 
this story). 
 Graduating with high aca-
demic distinction, as Magna 
Cum Laude, were: Josie Crystal 
Lea Beckner, Kari Joann Kreif-
els, Jack Paul Munford Jr., Jackie 
Renae Popejoy, Dillion Michael 
Scott and Tyler Alan Way.
 Graduating with academ-
ic distinction, as Cum Laude: 
Kathryn Dee Ann Binder, Aus-
tin Willis Campbell, Kelsie Mi-
chelle Kean and Leanna Mae 
Pencil. 
 The rest of the graduating 
Falls City High School Class of 
2011: Ryan Matthew Bauman, 
Kylie Deechele Bek, Laci Diane 
Boltz, Zechariah David Bragg, 
Meshach Sean Casey, Colby 
James Cepuran-Mooney, Rob-
ert Joseph Chab, Sydney Renee 
Chapple, James Michael Clark, 
Bradley Michael Cornell, Tomas 
Guarnieri Junqueria Franco;
 Jacob Ryan Gentry, Colton 
Lee Gildersleeve, Matthew John 
Gilsdorf, Paige Marie Hard-
enberger, William Bryce Dan-
iel Hayes, Holly Marie Eliza-
beth Helmick, Ryan Cameron 
Helmick, Taylor Morgan Hup-
pert, Sandro Kalbermatter, Eric 
James Kelz, Kayla Leslie Kent, 
Jeri Leigh Kephart, Hayley Ni-
cole McCann, Jessica Diane 
McCann;
 Sydnie Marie Murphy, Desti-
nee Ann Peacock, Andrew Scott 
Reed, Kelly Irene Simpson, 
Thomas Lee Timothy, Jeremy 

(Please turn to Page 3)

Phyllis Krause bene t Friday

More controversy arises on 
subject of board appointments
By Scott Schock
   Board appointments, which 
usually are approved rather 
routinely, once again resulted 
in questions when Mayor Tim 
Hersh and the city council met 
in regular session at City Hall 
Monday evening.
   Council President Hal Sut-
ter raised “con ict of inter-
est” questions in regard to the 
Mayor’s appointment of his fa-
ther, James Hersh, to the Board 
of Public Works, and of Mike 
Dougherty to the Library Board.  
Dougherty is Mayor Hersh’s su-

perior on the Tribal Police force 
in northeast Kansas.
   Mayor Hersh said he believes 
the appointments are legally le-
gitimate and will stand.  He said 
he sees no con ict of interest in 
either appointment.
   Councilman Kirby Robidoux 
asked if anyone knew of pre-
vious appointments involving 
family members of a mayor.  
Neither Clerk Gary Jorn nor 
Deputy Clerk Carol Bentley 
could recall such an issue.  In 

response to a question from 
Mayor Hersh, Jorn said he was 
not aware of previous contro-
versies regarding mayoral ap-
pointments.  Some controversy 
arose after the council previ-
ously voted not to approve a Li-
brary Board appointment.
   Sutter moved to approve all 
appointments made by Mayor 
Hersh and presented at Monday 

(Please turn to Page 10)

FCSH  
graduates
16 Tuesday
By Matt Barker 
 Falls City Sacred Heart 
School graduated its 120th Class 
on Tuesday night in Commence-
ment Exercises held at Sts. Pe-
ter and Paul Catholic Church in 
Falls City.
 Rev. Fabian Bruskewitz, 
Bishop of the Lincoln Dio-
cese, and Principal Doug Goltz 
presented diplomas to the 16 
graduates: Reed Leslie Barnhill, 
Richard Thomas Chesson, Amy 
Nicole Froeschl, Samuel Allan 
Hamilton, Mallory Irene Hill-
yard, Alexander James Keithley, 
Brandon Joseph Keithley, Jer-
emy Lowell Keithley, Sarah 
Marie Magdanz, Hannah Eliza-
beth Malcolm, Andrew Joseph 

(Please turn to Page 14)
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What was Maple Grove...
Bill Schock

FC native Logan Merz
stars in ‘Peru on Peru’
By Matt Barker 
 Logan Merz, a mu-
sician and student from 
Peru State College, had 
just gotten done with 
giving a guitar lesson 
when a black SUV pulled 
up next to him. “I was 
walking down the street 
to go get tacos when 
these people in a black 
SUV asked me to play a 
song for them,” said Lo-
gan, a Falls City native. 
He was confused at  rst, 
describing the SUV as 
looking like an “FBI ve-
hicle.” The people inside 
the vehicle turned out 
not to be FBI agents, but 
rather,  lmmakers from 
Peru, South America.
 The  lmmakers came 
to Nebraska from South 
America to do a  lm 
about Peru, South America and 
Peru, Nebraska. The  lm, enti-
tled “Peru Meets Peru” on You-
Tube, is about a group of South 
American celebrities, chefs, and 
athletes who come to a Peru in 
the United States and compare 
how two places with the same 
name can be so different while 
spreading a little of their culture 
to the community. Peru, Nebras-
ka was just one of a few other 
“Peru’s” in the U.S. that was in 
the running to be featured on the 
 lm. Others in the running were 
Peru, Illinois and Peru, Indiana.
After getting over his initial 
confusion, Merz played “Soul” 
on his guitar, which he had writ-
ten as a wedding present for 
his friend. Merz is a guitarist 
and singer in his band, “Escape 

the Fire,” which he describes 
as “post-punk alternative.” His 
small part in the video was more 
than just an unscripted scene, 
but a pretty important part, actu-
ally. Merz describes his part as 
“the climax of the  lm.”
 The  lm, which had more 
than 100,000 views on YouTube 
within a day, pokes fun a little at 
the small Nebraska town. Some 
people were a little upset, but 
most saw that it was all in good 
fun. Merz, himself, didn’t think 
the  lm made Peru, NE look 

 The Nebraska Department of Economic Development has awarded 
$350,000 to the Main Street Falls City organization in 2010 Community 
Development Block Grant funding for the Phase II Downtown Revital-
ization Implementation efforts.
 This grant represents one more positive step towards the revitaliza-
tion of the designated Downtown Historic District in the community.
   The funding, as well as that approved by the City of Falls City, will 
allow the District’s new streetscape plan to begin its initial endeavor to 
provide a safer pedestrian and customer experience on the streets and 
sidewalks of Falls City’s downtown, while also incorporating a beauti-
 cation project.
   This  rst phase of the project will address the streetscape of Stone 
Street from 17th to 18th Streets, across from the Courthouse, and 17th 
from Stone to Harlan Streets.  The preliminary planning will begin as 
soon as the funding is released, with actual physical construction begin-
ning in the spring of 2012.

$350,000 to Main St.

Optimists (what else?) 
optimistic about Falls City
By Scott Schock
   Optimist International of cials 
have positive feelings about 
Falls City.  And they hope those 
good vibrations 
translate into the 
formation of a 
new service club 
here that concen-
trates its efforts 
on youth.
   During a re-
cent interview, 
this Journal re-
porter quickly 
learned that “Op-
timist” is not just 
a name.  For club 
members, it’s an 
attitude; a way 
of living.  These 
folks look on the 
bright side and 
act when they see 
a need.
   “We are abso-
lutely geared toward youth.  It’s 
what we do,” said a smiling Glo-
ria Kloster, International Vice 
President, Great Plains Region, 
Optimist International.  She was 
accompanied last Wednesday 
by Aaron Kaskowitz, Director 
of New Clubs and Member Ser-
vices, and Al Penner, Lt. Gov. 
for Zone 1 in the Nebraska Op-
timist District.  Together, they 
visited in the Journal of ce, then 
hosted a meeting for interested 
individuals at the Chamber of 

Commerce of ce.
   Ms. Kloster described herself 
as “a good will ambassador” and 
“cheerleader” for the Optimist 

movement, which began in June 
of 1919.  Today, there are more 
than 3,300 clubs and nearly 
100,000 members.  Penner said 
44 clubs are currently active in 
Nebraska and that state member-
ship is close to 1,650.  Auburn’s 
Optimist club is the closest to 
Falls City and would likely lend 
a helping hand should a local 
club be formed.
    Optimist International has no 
political or religious af liations. 
All faiths are welcome and polit-

ical agendas do not exist within 
the clubs.  Ms. Kloster said the 
Optimists were the  rst service 
organization to welcome women 

and “weren’t 
sued to do 
it.”  For the 
past 23 years, 
O p t i m i s t 
clubs have 
been made up 
of men and 
women of all 
ages, volun-
teering to meet 
the needs of 
young people.
   Kaskow-
itz pointed to 
the Optimist 
Creed, which 
he said, in-
volves the 
“commitment 
to the idea 
that your own 

life becomes better while work-
ing to make others’ lives better.”  
Typically, a local club made up 
of members who represent a 
cross-section of a community, 
identi es youth needs, then acts 
in service.  Needs vary from 
community to community, as do 
projects.
   “Meetings are part social and 
part business,” Ms. Kloster said.  

(Please turn to Page 15)

2011 State Track
- Page 11

Bob Stratton

Get out the gear - swimming season is here! 
FC Aquatic Center opens Saturday - Page 10

Terry Cummins in front of a job well done.

...is now Verdon School Museum
By Bill Schock
Voila!
 The Maple Grove schoolhouse, northwest  
of Falls City, which closed its doors as a Mec-
ca for learning in 2009 after l49 years of being 
that, has a brand-spanking new life.
 It has been refurbished into the Verdon 
School Museum by Verdon’s Volunteer Fire-
men with Terry Cummins as the driving 
force.
 The museum will make its public debut on 
Memorial Day weekend, Saturday and Sun-

day, May 28 and 29, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Visitors will be treated to cookies and coffee.
 Maple Grove has a history of its own. The 
 rst schoolhouse was built of logs in l860, 
the second one in Richardson County. Each 
patron donated logs for the building. At that 
time it was in District 2, eventally changing to 
District 47. A frame building replaced the log 
structure in l867 and when it was destroyed in 
a  re, what is now the Verdon School Museum 
was constructed in l880. The school closed in 
2009 and the students then came to the Falls 

(Please turn to Page 5)

 A Falls City woman was ar-
rested for the second time in a 
month on a charge of motor ve-
hicle theft. 
 Amber L. Frenzel, 28, was 
cited Tuesday afternoon for 
stealing a vehicle from East 
View Apartments on May 18 at 
approximately 1 p.m. The ve-
hicle belongs to Marilyn Kirk-
endall who is employed at East 
View and had parked the 1996 
Pontiac Bonneville in the park-

 A bizarre accident Sunday 
morning led to a local man be-
ing cited for child endanger-
ment, but, fortunately, no major 
injuries occurred.
 At approximately 10 a.m. 
Sgt. Sean Nolte with the FC Po-
lice Department responded to an 
accident at 719 Chase St. 
 James D. Wisdom, who re-
sides at 711 Chase, was on a lawn 
tractor mowing his yard when a 
vehicle came out of nowhere and 
struck him, then struck a parked 
vehicle that belonged to Linda 
Furrow, who resides at the site 
of the accident.
 Robert L. Drummond of 805 
Chase St. pulled his Chevy Ca-
price into the driveway of his 
home, then got out of the car to 
move a box. Drummond’s two-
year old daughter was left in the 
vehicle without being belted in. 

2-year-old preps 
for Demo Derby

FC woman steals
2nd car in a month 

 We’d guess most all of 
us now will give our full at-
tention to the ‘TORNADO 
WARNING’ announcements.

(Please turn to Page 12)
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 Very few experiences in my life have left 
me speechless, the moment my son was born, 
witnessing my nieces’ birth and now seeing the 
devastation in Joplin, Mo. Thousands of volun-
teers spent their holiday weekend helping those 
affected by the recent tornado while witnessing 
the strength and the indomitable will of its resi-
dents.
 May 22nd, my family and I were driving 
back from Texas when we heard that Joplin, 
MO. had been hit by a tornado. We could see 
the storms to our east but hadn’t known their 
intensity until that moment.
 Over the next few days we watched the hor-
ror unfold in Joplin. Many residents of Falls City 
pulled together to help. Robin Cooper raised 
money and set up a donation station at Total 
Entertainment Video and an amazing group of 
women from Community Medical Center drove 
down to help survivors sort through their things. 
That group included Laura Pagnano, Tonya 
Dean, Erin Anderson, Sarah Issacs, Kelli Dean 
and Alysia Schawang.
 My husband, Brian, and I had discussed go-
ing to Joplin that week. We came to the conclu-
sion that our holiday weekend could be spent 
lying around watching TV or we could drive 
down and help out. We could make a differ-
ence.
 Friday night we packed as many donations 
as we could  t in our car from Robin Cooper’s 
donation drive, and left at 5:30 Saturday morn-
ing. Laura Pagnano who had just gotten back 
told me to prepare myself, and I really thought 
I had. The moment we pulled into Joplin my 
hands started to shake. The traf c was bum-
per to bumper with many out of state vehicles. 
Stacks of water bottles lined every corner, sirens 
rang out constantly and volunteer tents were set 
up everywhere. North Joplin looked like a busy 

bustling little city. If you hadn’t heard about the 
tornado you wouldn’t have known anything was 
devastated. With cell service down we stopped 
at the Ignite Church and dropped off the dona-
tions collected from Falls City and surrounding 
communities. We stopped at the gas station next 
door to get a drink and overheard a conversa-
tion between the clerk and another woman. 
They were discussing her friend, and co-worker 
at that station who was still missing. That made 
it very real for us at that point.
 We arrived at Missouri Southern State Uni-
versity and was amazed at how organized ev-
erything was less than a week after the tornado. 
We went inside to sign our waivers and get our 
instructions. Within minutes we were given 24 
packs of bottled water, and respirators and were 
shown to our bus with about 40 other people. 
There was some small talk between volunteers 
until the bus driver asked us if we had been to 
ground zero yet. Not one of us on the bus had. 
The driver then changed his tone and told us to 
prepare ourselves. We were heading up a hill 
full of trees and homes where nothing looked 
out of place — and then we topped the hill. 
There it was. Forty adults on a bus went dead 
silent and pale at the same time. I started to qui-
etly sob, wondering if I could really do this. As 
we drove in front of the demolished Home De-
pot, all you could hear throughout the bus was 
sobbing and sirens. Nobody spoke a word as we 
drove through the heart of the devastation.
 We made it to our drop off point in the park-
ing lot of a bank where a few days earlier An-
derson Cooper had taken shelter from severe 
weather. We unloaded and were greeted by 
Joplin city employees. They gathered us around 
and told us that we would be walking a mile and 
a half through a residential neighborhood com-
pletely leveled by the tornado to get to the lot 

‘God Bless the people of Joplin’
By Nikki McKim

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Flooding delays bridge project
By Matt Barker 
 With all the recent rain, con-
struction on the new bridge 
on Highway 159 in Rulo has 
slowed. 
 Mike Habegger, the manager 
of the bridge project stated that 
 ooding has slowed the pro-
gression and as of Tuesday, is at 
a standstill. 
 “We just haven’t been able to 

work in the high water.”
 Rulo has received almost 
 ve inches of rain in the last two 
weeks. This has caused some 
minor  ooding and by Tuesday, 
the  ood stage reached 17 feet. 
Moderate  ooding is still fore-
cast. 
 How long will the  ooding 
delay the construction? As of 
now, Habegger says, it is “up in 

the air” because it all depends 
on what the weather does in the 
next couple weeks. He also said 
that the Main Span contractor 
has been waiting for almost four 
weeks to begin work because of 
the rain.
 The workers have been able 
to make a little progress in re-

(Please turn to Page 20)

By Bill Schock
 Excellent Memorial Day 
ceremonies were held Monday 
at the wind-swept Rulo and 

Steele Cem-
eteries.

 In fact 
the wind 

gusts were so strong and con-
tinuous that the public address 
system was mostly ineffective, 
particularly for those located 
with the wind at both locations. 
It also was disruptive for the 
speakers, Mark Jones at Rulo 
and Ken Simpson at Steele, and 
Mid Bauer, the soloist at both 
programs.
  A summary of both address-
es appears elsewhere in today’s 
Journal.
 Larry Whalen, the overall 
chairman, was the emcee for the 
two ceremonies and led those 
attending in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.   
 Groups participating were 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Auxiliary, the Ceremonial Hon-

Memorial Day 
Ceremonies at Rulo,
Steele Cemeteries

Mark Jones - Rulo speaker
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or Guard of the Nebraska-Iowa 
Tribe, the Falls City Ceremonial 
Honor Guard, the Honor Guard 
 ring squad, the American Le-
gion Auxiliary and Boy Scout 
Troop 396.
 Emcee Whalen gave “The 
Tribute to Departed Veterans.”

 Veterans’ orga-
nizations’ command-
ers present were: 
American Legion, 
Ken Simpson, and 
past commander, Ken 
Coonce; VFW, Ray 
Vinsonhaler; Vietnam 
Veterans of America, 
Gerald Fritz; Disabled 
American Veterans, 
Allen Donigan, and 
Sons of the American 

Legion,  Bobby Walsh. 
John Bowers is the Falls City 
Ceremonial Honor Guard chap-
lain. 
 Daniel Farley, pastor of 
Faith Baptist Church, gave the 
opening and closing prayers 
and David von Behren played 
“Taps” at both ceremonies. Mid 
Bauer sang “Danny Boy” and 
the “Star Spangled Banner.”
 Placing the crosses at the 
replica bier to honor deceased 
veterans at Steele were:
 Revolutionary War, Barb 
Sailors; Spanish-American War, 
Ruth Marrs; Civil War, Sha-
ron Sells; World War I, Julie 
Vollmer; World War II, Beverly 
Koopman; Korean War, Kim 
Oliver; Vietnam War, Donna 
Stumbo; Desert Storm, Mary 
Lou Coonce; Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans, Vivian Zeigler; 
American Red Cross, Cassie 
Whalen.
 Placing the crosses at Rulo 
were:
 Revolutionary War, Jim Lee 
Prater; Civil War, Pam Thomp-
son; Spanish-American War, 
Tim Koelzer; World War I, Jane 
Zentner; World War II, Donnie 
Simmonds; Korean War, Polly 
Koelzer; Vietnam War, Frances 
Simmonds; Desert Storm, Ron 
Prater, Salvation Army, Melissa 
Coonce.

In order to save water, 
Budweiser urges men not 
to shave on World Envi-
ronment Day. A few might 
drink to that.

Heartbreaker

 HTRS golfer loses bid for 
state title with playoff loss. 

 - Sports, Page 11

 Mark Jones, retired lieuten-
ant colonel in the U. S. Army 
Reserves with 27 years of ser-
vice, spoke at the Memorial Day 
program at the Rulo Cemetery. 
 “Here’s what I think today 
should be,” Jones emphasized. 
“I think those we honor today 
want us to enjoy those freedoms 
they died for. I think they feel 
honored by our presence here to-
day, and thousands of other such 
services held across this coun-
try that they would want to be 
remembered for their sacri ces 
and those of their families. And 
that we should spend this day 

(Please turn to Page 10)
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By Scott Schock
 The City Council, meeting in 
regular session Monday evening 
at City Hall, voted 3-2 to deny 
the appointment of James Hersh 
to the Board of Public Works. 
Mayor Tim Hersh had recom-
mended the appointment of his 
father.
   Council President Hal Sutter 
made the motion to deny the 
appointment. Voting in favor 
of the denial were Sutter, Brad 
Campbell and Steve Scholl. 
Ryan Rieschick and Kirby Ro-
bidoux voted against the mo-
tion. Council members Phyllis 
Krause, Jerry Oliver and Mike 
Moore were unable to attend the 
meeting.
   In making his motion, Sutter 
cited “nepotism” as a reason not 
to make the appointment. May-
or Hersh said the appointment 
of family members to City com-
mittees and positions was not 
unprecedented, pointing spe-
ci cally to an example several 
decades ago in which a mayor 
appointed his son-in-law as city 
clerk. Mayor Hersh said legal 
council had been consulted and 
determined no “con ict of inter-
est.”
   Mayor Hersh and City Clerk 
Gary Jorn both appealed to vol-
unteers to help  ll sandbags to 
be used in an effort to protect the 
City’s water wells at Rulo. The 
sandbag- lling operation takes 
place at the City shop on south 
Crook Street. Jorn said approxi-

City Council
rejects board
appointment

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Careage Management, LLC announced Tuesday that it has 
agreed to sell Careage Estates in Falls City, as well as its long-term 
care facilities in Beatrice, Randolph and Wayne, NE, and West 
Bend, Cherokee, Hawarden, Fort Dodge and Clarion, Iowa.
 Subsidiaries of The Ensign Group, Inc., will take ownership in 
July 2011.  
 Careage Management is a Sioux City, Iowa-based long-term 
care company owned by Dan and Ann Myers and Greg and Teri 
Grupp of Sioux City and Jim and Jane Schulte of Omaha.  Dan My-
ers, Careage President and CEO,  stated that Careage contemplated 
offers from various suitors before settling on The Ensign Group.  
 “Having had the opportunity to tour several Ensign fa-
cilities and visit with their staff and residents, we deter-
mined that Ensign best shares our philosophy of resident-
centered care and providing a loving, digni ed, home-like 
environment within the communities we serve,” said Myers.   
 Careage employees were advised of the pending sale last  
week. 
 Greg Grupp, Careage co-owner, noted that Dan and Ann Myers 
have created a long-term care model whereby resident dignity, care 
and choice became the hallmarks of Careage. Ann Myers is head of 
Careage nursing and quality assurance. “You will not  nd two more 
compassionate leaders in the long-term care industry than Dan and 
Ann. They raised the bar and caregivers throughout the Careage 
organization delivered,” said Grupp. The Myers will remain with 
the incoming Ensign operators for an inde nite period to ensure a 
smooth transition.
 “We are anxious to build on Careage’s outstanding reputation 
for resident care and patient outcomes,” said Mike Dalton, President 
of Bandera Healthcare, Inc., the Ensign subsidiary overseeing the 
transition. “We admire the great work done by the Careage owners 
and the incredible Careage staff, and we look forward to working 
with them as we strive to strengthen partnerships with families and 
residents to provide quality care.” 
 He added that Ensign expects the Careage operations, with 
their 549 skilled nursing beds and 72 assisted living units, to be 
very positive for Ensign. 

Careage Estates sold

Big Lake in large part abandoned; 
Rulo Bridge remains open (for now)

CMC 
‘Golf Fore Good Health’

June 24

- Page 10

Special Father’s Day Section
- Pages 14-15

By Jim Langan
 The inevitable  ood of the 
Missouri River has caused citi-
zens on both sides of the river 
to prepare for the worst – again. 
Similarities are found every-
where you look. Homes are be-
ing evacuated. Windows have 
been removed. Boats and jet 
skis have been pulled from the 
water. 
 However, differences are also 
of note. Take a drive through Big 
Lake, Mo., where just over 100 
people reside year-round. Not 
necessarily a bustling communi-
ty, save for the summer months 
when hundreds more move in 

and call the lake home for a few 
months a year and enjoy all that 
the park has to offer. Regular 
visitors pull their campers in to 
the park and spend weeks at a 
time. 
 The lake, state park and the 

surrounding communities usu-
ally thrive economically be-
tween the months of May and 
September.  
 Not this year. A(nother) his-
torical  ood has turned the small 
community into a ghost town of 
sorts. 
 Big Lake State Park of cial-
ly closed Sunday night and local 
businesses are also prepared to 
close their doors. 
 “It’s just tragic,” said Jo Wit-
twer who has called Big Lake 
home since 2001. This is her 
 ood in ten years. “It’s getting 
old,” she said. “It’s happening 
year after year.”
 J o s h 
Triggs, anoth-
er Big Lake 
resident who 
is part owner 
of the Prop-
In, blames the 
U.S. Army 
Corps of En-
gineers. 
 “It’s de -
nitely mis-
management 
on their end,” 
he said. “We 
go 20 years 
b e t w e e n 
 oods and 
now it’s hap-
pening every 
year. It’s not right.” 
 The frequency of this area 
 ooding also has him crossing 
his  ngers that by some miracle 
the Big Lake area will spared, if 
just this once. 
 “We’ve de nitely had our 
fair share of this,” he noted. 
“I would never wish anything 
bad on anyone, but if they get 
up north what we’ve gotten the 
last four or  ve years, we’re all 
about sharing the wealth,” he 

joked. 
 A little humor in such a dire 
time was all that was keeping 
Triggs going as he packed up 
the bar/restaurant Monday af-
ternoon. The doors closed of-
 cially at the Prop-In Monday 
night with no timetable on when 
they would re-open. 
 Down the road a little ways 
sits Lakeshore Grill, the other 
restaurant located in Big Lake. 
It is owned and operated by 
Scott McCann, formerly of 
Falls City. His daughter Hayley, 
a 2011 Falls City High graduate, 
is a waitress there and was not 
sure what would happen to their 
family business.
 “We don’t really know,” she 
said when asked if they would 
have to close their doors for 
good. 
 “We had locals coming in for 
three meals a day and they’re 
all gone now,” she said. “They 
are telling people to make long-
term arrangements.” 

 L e w i s 
and Clark es-
tates, located 
near Rulo on 
the Nebraska 
side of the 
M i s s o u i r 
River, resi-
dents there 
are planning 
on staying 
for as long as 
they can.
 M a r c i a 
Brennan, a 
long time 
resident of 
Lewis and 
Clark con-
 rmed this 

Wednesday morning.
 “Everyone down here that is 
a permanent resident is staying,” 
she said.
 A FEMA representative, 
who called one of the residents 
there on behalf of Omaha Pub-
lic Power District, asked them to 
con rm collectively if they were 

(Please turn to Page 6)

 Volunteers have worked all week to  ll 30,000 sandbags 
at a location behind the FC Utilities Department shop and 
the city urges others to donate their time. The sandbags will 

be used to sure-up the water wells south of the Rulo water 
plant.
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Road and Bridge Update:
* Missouri River bridge at Rulo 
remains open and is not expected to 
close. Subject to change.
* According to Nemaha County Emer-
gency Management Agency staff the 
bridge at Brownville remains open. 
Subject to change.
* A  fty-yard stretch of Kansas High-
way K-7 north of White Cloud is cov-
ered with water and has been closed. 
“Road Closed” barricades have been 
set up and authorities urge drivers not 
to drive around the barricades. 
* The Iowa DOT said Interstate 29, 
between U.S. Highway 275 and Iowa 
333 in Hamburg is at a high risk level 
to close and travelers should proceed 
with caution through this area.

 Do you suppose the trau-
ma of growing up with that 
last name  nally caught up 
to Sweet Tweets Weiner?
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 The City of Falls City Housing Advisory Board is looking at 
continuing to build on the momentum of clearing vacant dilapidat-
ed residential properties by offering up to $3,000 of assistance per 
property to help cover the cost of demolition and site clearance.  
Applications are being sought from owners of vacant residential 
properties that are beyond economic rehabilitation. This action is an 
effort to continue neighborhood revitalization that the City of Falls 
City undertook last year in which 14 properties were demolished 
and sites cleared.
    The City of Falls City  is eager to receive more demolition 
applications from interested property owners so that the Housing 
Advisory Board and City staff can evaluate whether there is an op-
portunity to utilize Program Income Funds to address a handful of 
additional properties.   The Housing Advisory committee has set 
July 13 as the initial deadline to receive applications for this round 
of potential demolition and site clearance.  The City appears to have 
funds available to support up to   ve  demolition and clearance proj-
ects via a cost share approach of up to $3,000 per property. 
    As theses projects would be  nanced with HUD program in-
come there will be speci c steps to follow that include  asbestos 

Help offered in cleaning up
dilapidated residential properties 

Tiger BC
keeps pedal
to the metal
By Jason Schock
 Falls City High School Tiger 
supporters will get another ex-
cellent opportunity to boost the 
Tiger Booster Club when Dodge 
and Armbruster Motor Co. offer 
$20 per test drive June 24 in the 
Jug Brown Stadium parking lot. 
 Similar promotions offered 
by Hullman’s Ford and the 
Ford Motor Co. the past several 
summers have netted the Tiger 
Boosters some $15,000, accord-
ing to Hank Schwartz, the orga-
nization’s chief operating of cer 
for half a century. 
 Schwartz and Tiger Booster 
Club President Robbie Craig 
appeared in front of the Dis-
trict 56 FC Public School Board 
Monday night at the Central Of-
 ce in FC Middle School. Craig 
offered a brief synopsis of the 
Tiger Booster Club’s activities, 
noting that all the Club’s fund-
raising efforts are for the bene t 
of FCHS athletes. 
 Notably, the Tiger Booster 
Club now offers $1,800 annu-
ally in scholarships (that  gure 
doubled the past year) and in 
the past three years spent up-
wards of $30,000 on an array 
of improvements, including the 
Jug Brown Stadium archway, 
weight room equipment, team 
uniforms, an ice machine and 
a whirlpool. In addition, the 
group hosts fall and winter pot-
luck dinners for athletes, parents 
and fans, hosts the annual Tiger 
Booster Banquet in May, hosts 
the annual Homecoming Dance 
and supplies all of FCHS’ ath-

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Shrine Circus! 2 p.m. Saturday

Puff, puff, toot, toot off we go!
By Scott Schock
   The arrival of Union Paci c 
Steam Locomotive No. 844 in 
Falls City Saturday morning 
was a family affair.  It’s just un-
fortunate that many families and 
railroad enthusiasts were unable 
to see the last steam locomotive 
built for UP.  
   Flooding concerns forced sev-
eral scheduling alterations and 
the last word many received was 
that No. 844 would stop here 
at the UP yard at about noon 
on Monday.  To be safe, that 
schedule was moved up.  The 
old steam locomotive arrived 
shortly after 9 a.m. and departed 
at about 10.  It is now in Coun-
cil Bluffs being prepared for the 
short haul to Omaha where it 
will be part of UP’s Home Plate 
attraction at the College World 
Series.
   Still, a crowd was on hand, 
learning of the Saturday morn-
ing arrival by word of mouth.  
And many of those folks 
brought their children to see 
what is known as UP’s “Living 
Legend.”  No. 844 may not pass 
this way again.
   The Falls City maintenance 
stop was one of the last legs of 

No. 844’s Little Rock Express 
tour that attracted thousands 
along the route that was deter-
mined through UP’s Great Ad-
venture — You Route the Steam 
contest held earlier this year.  
The Little Rock Express route 
won in voting conducted via a 
special contest website.  “The 
contest connected this legend-
ary piece of railroad history to 
people of all ages through to-
day’s technology,” said Robert 
Turner, Union Paci c’s senior 
vice president – Corporate Re-
lations.  “It is our privilege to 

bring No. 844 to help the Little 
Rock Express voters celebrate 
their social media networking 
success.”
   The old locomotive steamed 
out of its home in Cheyenne, 
WY, heading for North Little 
Rock, AK, and visiting a number 
of communities along the way 
on what was a 2,500-mile tour.  
In Omaha, it will be a major at-
traction at UP’s Home Plate, 
located near 12th and Cuming 
Streets, across the street on the 
north side of TD Ameritrade 
Park.  Home Plate’s dates will 

coincide with the College Se-
ries, June 17-29.
   Also on display will be a new, 
high-tech diesel-electric loco-
motive.
   “Our roots started in Omaha 
nearly 150 years ago near this 
very location,” said Jim Young, 
Union Paci c chairman and 

(Please turn to Page 2)
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By Jim Langan 
 Last Thursday afternoon, 
June 9, the FC Fire Department 
responded to a garage  re at 822 
Paci c St. 
 The garage, owned by Jeff 
and Tina Ferris, was engulfed in 
a matter of minutes from a cause 
the State Fire Marshall ruled as 
“accidental.” A trio of electri-
cal switches appeared to be to 
blame for the  re.
 “The entire switchboard was 
gone,” said FCFD Chief Kenny 
Simpson. “They were just disin-
tegrated.” 
 A value on the contents of 
the garage had not yet been 
determined, but inside were at 
least  ve motorcycles, count-
less tools, an air compressor, 
a generator, and propane/gas 
tanks, among other items of 
value. Also a Dodge pickup and 

a camper that were parked just 
outside the garage were dam-
aged. 
 Ted Godemann, who is the 
Ferris’ insurance agent, pro-
vided the Journal with an ini-
tial estimated loss in excess of 
$50,000, with the garage alone 
estimated between $15,000 and 
$20,000.
 Godemann wanted to remind 
everyone that it is always advis-
able to make a video or take pic-
tures of all of your belongings 
and to keep it in a safety deposit 
box and not in your home just as 
a precaution. In the event of a 
 re, tornado,  ood or other trag-
ic event having your items docu-
mented can help when working 
with the insurance company.
 Seventeen  remen responded 
to the call and were on the scene 
for some three hours.  
 

Electrical switch cause of blaze

 Lyle Fritz left us with 
memorable lessons in deep 
faith, guts, family love, out-
standing patriotism and 
citizenship.

 According to SE Nebraska Emergency Management Di-
rector Jim Gerweck, the Missouri River temporarily dipped 
to 23.05 feet yesterday, but by Sunday (June 19) the addi-
tional release from Gavin’s Point will arrive and the water is 
expected to rise to 25.5 feet. Roads and bridges connecting 
Nebraska and Missouri at Brownville and Rulo were expect-
ed to remain open.
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By Jason Schock
 It was said that a new Mis-
souri River Bridge at Rulo 
would “unlock the future for this 
region.” 
 Guess “Big Muddy” didn’t 
get the memo.
 Because ultimately it’s the 
Mighty Mo — not good-inten-
tioned citizens, the politicians 
who serve them, the Army’s 
team of engineers or even big 
buckets of federal cash — who 
possesses the keys to these hand-
cuffs. And right now they’re on 
real tight; bridges, levees and 
dams, um, be damned. 

 Falls City’s Community 
Medical Center and host sponsor 
First National 
Bank and Trust 
Co. are proud 
to announce 
the  rst annu-
al “Golf Fore 
Good Health” 
charitable golf 
tournament to 
be held Friday, 
June 24, at the Falls City Golf 
Club.
    The event will include 
honored guests, Heisman Tro-
phy winner and college Hall 
of Famer Johnny Rodgers and 
KMTV Channel 3 Sports Sound 
Off Team members Travis Mor-
gan and former Husker Clester 
Johnson.
   The charitable tournament is 
helping to launch the hospital’s 
foundation.
   The public is welcome to 
come watch part or all of the 
tournament play. Rodgers and 
the Channel 3 personalities are 
scheduled to begin their round 
at 9 a.m.  Seating will be avail-
able.

    The CMC Foundation is being 
formed to raise funds to support health-
care needs in the regional community, 
including education, program devel-
opment, special equipment acquisition 
and health and wellness programs. The 
foundation will accept personal dona-
tions, memorial gifts, gifts of planned 
giving and special occasion gifts.

‘Jet’ lands
at FCGC
this Friday

By Scott Schock 
 Council president Hal Sut-
ter, addressing the “ nancial as-
pect” at Monday night’s meet-
ing of Mayor 
Tim Hersh and 
the city coun-
cil, said he is 
concerned with 
a general fund 
de cit to date of 
over $172,000.
   Should this 
de cit “stay 
on track,” Sut-
ter said, the city 
would be forced 
to dip into its re-
serves “to make 
up for it.”  Sut-
ter asked Mayor 
Hersh if he had 
proposals to turn 
the de cit trend 
around.  The 
Mayor turned to 
City Clerk Gary 
Jorn, who said 
without revenue 
increases, the 
problem is dif -
cult to solve.  He 
noted that sales 
tax  gures are 
not included in 
the revenue total 
and should im-
pact any budget 
shortfall.  Yet, 
Jorn said, health 
insurance costs 
continue to increase, as do wag-
es.
   Jorn said the administration 
would continue to monitor the 
 gures and that the issue is 
“something we’ll look at” in 
creating a new budget and in 
employee negotiations.
   Last year at this time, the de -
cit was at close to $213,000.
   As the meeting opened, Mayor 
Hersh pointed to the death of 
Council member Phyllis Krause 
(see obituary elsewhere on this 
page).  He said memorials can 
be made to the Richardson 
County Cancer Fund and urged 
the council and audience mem-
bers to “keep the family in your 
prayers.”
   The Mayor’s recommendation 
to appoint Roy Murphy to the 

City de cit $172,000
Board of Public Works received 
unanimous approval from the 
 ve council members in atten-
dance.  Hersh described Murphy 

as “dedicated,” 
with the “mindset 
to be an excellent 
member” of the 
board.
   Council mem-
bers discussed the 
make up of the 
Downtown Revi-
talization Design 
Committee, then 
voted to have the 
committee bring 
a recommenda-
tion before them 
regarding an en-
gineering  rm 
for the design 
and implementa-
tion of Phase II.  
   Approval was 
given for city 
employees who 
serve on the 
Falls City Volun-
teer Ambulance 
Squad to respond 
to calls during 
working hours.  
Dwaine Anno 
represented the 
Squad in making 
the request.  Two 
city employees 
currently serve 
on the Squad, 

which no longer makes long-
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Phyllis M. Krause
 City Councilperson Phyl-
lis M. Krause, 76, of Falls 
City, passed away June 19, 
2011 at Falls City. 
 She was born Feb. 14, 
1935 at Beatrice to the late 
Thomas and Alice (Triggs) 
Malowney.
 In January of 1954 she 
married Jack Krause at Lin-
coln.
 Phyllis was raised in 
Wymore and Lincoln and 
graduated from Lincoln High 
School in 1953. The couple 
established their home in 
Lincoln when married and 
lived there until 1956. She 
worked for the Schmoller & 
Mueller Piano Co. in Omaha 
from 1956-1958 and then 
worked one year for a Church 
Pre-school. Later she became 
employed as a Secretary for 
the Omaha Public Schools at 
the J. Sterling Morton Grade 
School until moving to Falls 
City in 1971. She worked as a 
secretary for the First United 
Methodist Church in Falls 
City from l972-l975 when 
she went to work at Midwest 
Federal Savings & Loan; be-
coming the Manager of the 
Falls City of ce in 1986 and 
worked there until she be-
came employed by American 
National Bank, retiring in 

(Please turn to Page 9)
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 Once a neat place to visit - now just a cruel play on words. 

 Two northern Missouri levees fell victim to the raging river Sunday, choking off routes for local 
people trying to cross at Brownville (Highway 136) and Rulo (Highway 159). With Highway 2 also 
closed between Nebraska City and I-29 due to river water, there is no way to get from Nebraska into 
Missouri in the 100 miles that separates Plattsmouth and St. Joseph. Local travelers must drive south 
into northeast Kansas and utilize Highway 36 over to St. Joseph, but even that path is somewhat imped-
ed. The Kansas Dept. of Roads, due to a two-bride replacement project on 36, recommends southbound 
travelers take US-75 south to K-20 east to US-73 then north to 36 east. And, until at least July 1, traf c 
on US-36 will encounter delays of up to 15 minutes for a resurfacing project on a 14.5-mile stretch just 
west of Ash Point Road which will end at the east end of the city of Troy. A  agger/pilot car operation 
will direct traf c through the work zone, daily, Monday-Saturday, during daylight hours. Travelers on 
Highway 73 north of Falls City the past several months certainly know that drill.
 Currently, the river levels at Rulo, Brownville and Nebraska City are at least 10 feet over  ood 
stage and approximately 110,000 acres of Nebraska land are under water. And that will not change any-
time soon. The Army Corps of Engineers announced it will increase water  ow from Gavins Point Dam 
in South Dakota to a new-record 160,000 cubic feet per second - and do so through at least August.
 “It’s going to be a long time before the bridge is open - months, not weeks,” SE Nebraska Emer-
gency Management Director Jim Gerweck said. “Two months ago they told us not to expect the water 
to go down until December. It’s just a mess.” 
 Residents in Craig, Mo., Tuesday were given a 48-hour mandatory evacuation order as  oodwa-
ters threatened the Holt County town of 300 people. Other towns in the county, such as Corning, nine 
miles north of Craig, and Big Lake and Fortescue to the south, already have been evacuated as the  ood 
moves south from the Iowa-Nebraska border.

 The 3-ring Shrine Circus sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce in cooperation with the 
Shriner’s came to Falls City this past weekend. The event was 
held at the Saddle Club Arena and the talent performed twice before an 
estimated 350 people. The James Cristy Cole Circus Company 
produced the event.
 The James Cristy Cole Circus hails from Texas and producer 
James Plunkett is a fourth generation circus performer. 
 Plunkett married Cristine Herriott, who represents four generations of a 
renowned American circus family, their union created a new circus dynasty. They 
have three children, Star Cristy, 18, Jesse James, 16 and Cole, 11.
 The Plunkett family takes the saying “May all your days be circus days” to heart 
and are proud to bring affordable, quality, family entertainment to the American 
public. 

 Performers from the James Cristy Cole Cir-
cus Company performed last Saturday at the 
Saddle Club Arena. (Top) The ever-popular act 
of “foot juggling” is displayed. (Right) Aerialist 
Star Cristy contorts her body while hanging 20 
feet above the ground. Photos by Jim Langan.

 The old song hit “The way 
we were” could be an appro-
priate theme for the FCHS 50-
year class this weekend. 

50 Years Ago: Pepsodent, 
31 cents a tube - Page 9

JOURNAL
 Vol. 145 - No. 38               Falls City, Nebraska                                         Thursday, September 22, 2011

75¢

© 2011 The JOURNAL 
  Publishing Company

www.FCJournal.net

Public Record .......... Page 6
Weather .................... Page 7
Days of Yore.................Page 9
Obituaries...................Page 9
Sports...........Pages11-12-13
Classifieds  ................ Page 17

Contents

Falls City

Orange, Black

& Blue

 The U.S. Department of Education last week named 
305 schools as 2011 National Blue Ribbon Schools based 
on their overall academic excellence or for their success in 
closing achievement gaps.
 Among the schools awarded was Falls City High 
School. 
 “This award acknowledges and validates the hard work 
of our students, staff members, administration, board of 
education, and our families in reaching a high level of 
achievement,” FCHS Principal Gale Dunkhas said. “I 
couldn’t be prouder of all of the individuals and groups 
that have helped our school and this community to recieve 
such positive recognition.”
 Just five Nebraska schools have received this award 
since 1990. 
 “I commend the teachers, administration, staff, students, 
and parents at Falls City High for all their hard work and 
commitment to academics,” Superintendent Tim Hecken-
lively said. “It is truly an honor to be selected as one of 
305 schools across the nation to receive such a prestigious 
award, based on performance and providing a top-notch, 
quality educational program.”
  The Department will honor Falls City High and the 
other 255 public and 49 private schools with their National 

FCHS: National Blue Ribbon School

Blue Ribbon School awards at a 
conference and awards ceremo-
ny Nov. 14-15 in Washington, 
D.C. Additionally, a school and 
community celebration event is 
being planned for later this fall, 
upon return from Washington, 
D.C.
 FCHS faculty will be called 
to the field at recognized Friday 
night prior to the Tiger Home-
coming football game at Jug 
Brown Stadium. 
 “America’s long-term eco-

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Oklahoma coach Bob 
Stoops has been awarded 
an extended contract for 
$34.5  million. Horrors! 
What would it have been 
in good times?

 Homecoming at Falls City 
High School is being celebrated 
this week, Sept. 19-23, culmi-
nating with Friday night’s foot-
ball game and the crowning of 
royalty at halftime.
   Queen candidates for 2011 in-
clude Allie Bierman, daughter 
of Mike and Jennifer Bierman, 
Ashleigh Jordening, daughter 
of Ron Jordening and Diane 
Jordening, and Jayme Schwart-
ing, daughter of Jeff and Sandy 
Schwarting.
   The King candidates are Da-
kota Armbruster, son of Duane 
and Theresa Armbruster, Logan 
Auffert, son of Dennis and Lau-
ri Auffert, and Trevor Wisdom, 
son of Melissa Runkles.
   The Tigers will take on Au-
burn at 7 p.m. Friday.
   The community is invited to 
the pep rally at Jug Brown Sta-
dium at 4 p.m. Friday. The roy-
alty court will be presented, as 
well as skits by parents and each 
high school class. The band, flag 
corps and cheerleaders will also 
perform.
   Football parents will sponsor a 
bonfire Thursday evening in the 
parking lot at the girls’ softball 
diamond. 

Falls City High
Homecoming
Friday night  Humboldt businessman Rex 

Kappel was crowned king and 
HTRS senior Michelle Marie 
Tichy, queen, of the Richardson 
County  Fair at Sept. 17’s col-
orful coronation program on the 
Square in Humboldt.
 Placing the crowns on King 
Rex and Queen Michelle was 
David Sickel of Falls City, farm-
er, chairman of  the Richardson 
County Board of Commission-
ers and community worker. 
Dave was introduced by Mrs. 
Kay Leech, chairman of the 
Queen Election Board. 
 King Rex has managed the 
Humboldt branch of Ag Part-
ners of Hiawatha  and he and his 
wife, Sara, have a son, Erik, and 
a  daughter, Kasey. He has been 
a member of the Humboldt Vol-
unteer Fire Department for 30 
years  and has been chief since 
l987. He has been very active in 
Humboldt Boy Scouting.
 Queen Michelle is the daugh-
ter of Ron and Brenda Tichy and 
is involved in youth leadership, 
mentoring, cheerleading, track, 
Student Council and is president 
of the National Honor Society. 
She also is a CNA at Colonial 
Acres in Humboldt.
 Preceding the coronation 
was Polka music by the Happy 
Czechs and a medley of songs 

Kappel, Tichy County Royalty
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by the HTRS band directed by 
Lisa Othmer. 
 Curtis Maschman, Rich-
ardson County Judge, was  the 
master of ceremonies and wel-
comed the crowd. Sons of the 
American Legion Squadron 
#269 presented the colors. 
Doug Kirkendall of Falls City 
sang the “Star Spangled Ban-
ner” to officially open the Fair. 
Also welcoming the crowd were 
George Marburger president of 
the Humboldt Chamber of Com-
merce and Humboldt Mayor 
Jim McKim, who also presented 
the Keys to 20l0 Queen Britney 
Huppert and King Leo Manley.

King Rex Queen Michelle, presented by David Sickel

The 20ll Humboldt Woman of 
the Year, Mrs. Norma Jean Fair-
banks, was presented.
 The HTRS 5th grader class 
performed “I Gotta Feeling,” by 
the Black-Eyed Peas, directed 
by Sarah Volker. 
 The processional of the ju-
nior attendants included Sydney  
Bindner, Maverck Binder, Lau-
ren Ogle, Levi Koch, Laramie 
Glathar and Kiffen Hunzeker.
 Then came the queen candi-
dates and  their escorts: Michelle 
Tichy and her escort, Taylor 
James Standerford, Humboldt, a 

(Please turn to Page 10)

By Scott Schock
   During a lengthy session Mon-
day evening at City Hall, the 
city council enacted suggested 
pay increases for a number of 
city employees, including those 
in management positions.
   The adjustments were recom-
mended by the Management 
Negotiating Committee and 
most are standard procedure as 
benefits and compensation are 
squared with union-bargained 
contracts.
   The four administrative po-
sitions will each realize a two 
percent salary increase for fiscal 
year 2011-12.  The new annual 
salaries:  City Administrator, 
Clerk/Treasurer, $64,260; Dep-
uty City Administrator, Clerk/
Treasurer, $48,638.70; Police 
Chief, $61,383.60; Utility Su-
perintendent, $63,464.
   Council members approved 
two percent increases for the po-
sition of Assistant Police Chief 
($25.28 per hour) and non-union 
dispatcher ($17.14).  A number 
of part-time and season employ-
ees’ wages were set, as well.
   Chief of Police John Caver-
zagie spoke about the depart-
ment’s two part-time dispatch-
ers, who did not receive a wage 
increase last year.  One, he said, 
had served in the department for 
18 years; the other five years in 
November.  Caverzagie said the 
part-timers do not get extra holi-
day pay, but often work on those 
days.  He noted that they must 
complete schooling and be cer-
tified.  They “work all shifts,” 
the Chief said, unlike other part-
time city employees.  This year 

Council
enacts pay
increases

(Please turn to Page 2)

BIG WIN, BIG LOSS
 Irish win thriller, lose Lane 
Barnhill to injury - Page 11

 SunMart in Falls City will host a fund-raising event to benefit the renovation of the Dallas Jones 
and Grandview Park baseball and softball complexes from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 24.  

- Page 10

Photo illustration by Jason Schock
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 Preparation is already un-
derway in the Office of the 
Richardson County Clerk for 
the Statewide Primary Election, 
which will be held on May 15, 
2012.  Candidates who wish to 
have their names included on 
the ballot for an office may file 
beginning on Dec. 1, 2011. Fil-
ing deadlines are as follows: 
Incumbents for all offices to be 
nominated at the May 15, 2012 
election must file by Monday, 
Feb. 15, 2012; non-incumbents 
must file by Monday, March 
1, 2012. It is also important to 
note that an incumbent is any-
one serving an elective office, 
even if they are filing for an of-
fice other than the one in which 
they are presently serving, they 
are required to file by 5 p.m. on 
the incumbent deadline.
 Village Board of Trustees, 
County Weed Board members 
and members of the ESU#4 fil-
ing deadlines are July 15, 2012 
for incumbents and Aug. 2, 2012 
for non-incumbents.
 Dec. 2, 2011, was the dead-
line for a candidate and/or a 
registered voter to change their 
party affiliation so as to affiliate 
with the political party that they 
would name in their candidate 
filing form.
 Receipts from the treasurer 
of the respective political sub-
division for the payment of fil-
ing fees must accompany the 
filing form when filed in the 
office of the Secretary of State 
or County Clerk before the fil-
ing will be accepted. National, 
State and County offices require 
a statement of financial interests 
be filed along with the candi-
date filing form, which is then 
forwarded to the Accountability 
and Disclosure Commission.
 For further questions and 
information regarding the up-
coming 2012 Primary Elec-
tion, please call the Richardson 
County Clerk’s Office at 245-
2911.

2012 Election, 
candidate info You could even say it glows
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By Scott Schock
   Members of the city council responded to citi-
zens’ concerns when they voted Monday night, 
Dec. 5, to rescind a motion that would have placed 
a proposed dog park north of the sand volleyball 
area at Stanton Lake.
   The council voted 5-2 to rescind the motion, 
with Jerry Oliver and Ryan Rieschick voting no.  
With the action, the dog park will be located south 
of the lake and thus away from residential sites.
   Mel Voegele and Cheryl Werner, who live at 
2626 Clifton, across the street east of the north 
site, objected on several grounds.  Voegele said he 
wasn’t aware of the project until he read about it 
in the Journal and was “shocked,” especially that 
residents who live so close by were “not contact-
ed.”  He said he and Werner found it hard to be-
lieve the council would vote to locate a dog park 
across the street from a residential area.  “Which of 
you would want that next door to you?” he asked.  
“You don’t understand what we’ll go through.”
   Originally, the park was being planned for south 
of the lake.  But at their previous meeting in No-
vember, the council voted 4-3 in favor of the north 
location.  
   Werner suggested that a dog park might be more 
suitable at the Humane Society location, east of 
Falls City on Highway 159.  Councilman Mike 
Moore said he had inquired and learned that space 
did not exist at that location.
   Voegele and Werner said they did not oppose 
the concept of a dog park.  He wondered what a 
park across the street from their home would “do 
to property values.”  

   “We hope you will reconsider,” Werner said.
   Their neighbor to the south, Guenther Husse-
noeder, said he supported his neighbors’ concerns.  
A dog park, he said, is an excellent idea, but the 
location deserved reconsideration.  Hussenoeder 
said the solution would be the original south loca-
tion.
   In his mayor’s report, Tim Hersh thanked the 
council for working with him to resolve issues 
during his first year in office.  “I appreciate that,” 
the mayor said.
   Also on Monday night, the council:
   —Voted to approve an ordinance to expand 
the Park Board from three to five members.  The 
council decided to waive the rule calling for three 
readings of the ordinance.
   —Considered a request from Cecil Bacon to in-
definitely live in a camper at 623 Pacific (forced 
to move his camper to Falls City because of the 
Big Lake flooding).  The council voted to okay 
continuing the waiver for another year.
   —Approved a special designated liquor license 
for a holiday party at Prichard Auditorium on Jan. 
13.  
   —Appointed Robert Aitken to the Community 
Redevelopment Authority.
   —Heard a report from Clerk/Treasurer Gary 
Jorn, who said two different shifts of city workers 
have volunteered for snow removal duty.  This ar-
rangement, Jorn said, worked very well last win-
ter.  Jorn noted that maintenance at Prichard Audi-
torium is a major item for the city.  He asked that 
those using the auditorium not attempt repairs, but 
instead contact the city.

Dog park has citizens howlingSE Nebraska
radon levels
exceed EPA
guidelines
From Lindsay Chichester
Richardson County 
Extension Educator
   Data collected by Nebraska 
Health and Human Services 
System’s Radon Program in-
dicates that between 60-83% 
of the homes in Southeast Ne-
braska that have been tested for 
radon have produced results 
above the recommended ac-
tion level of 4 pCi/L set by the 
United States Environmental 
Protection Agency. The average 
pCi/L rates for Southeastern Ne-
braska are as follows: Johnson 
County: 10.8; Nemaha County: 
11.6; Pawnee County: 6.9; and 
Richardson County: 9.9. 
   While these results are not 
unexpected, the elevated levels 
are, nonetheless, of concern to 
health officials because exten-
sive studies have linked radon 
to an increased risk for the de-
velopment of lung cancer.  Ra-
don has been identified as the 
second leading cause of lung 
cancer (behind smoking).  In 
fact, the National Academy of 

 
  Falls City Sacred Heart first graders, from left, London Nachtigal, Kacy Brewer and MacKenzie Dougherty light up the 

Tiehen Gym stage during - what else? - “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” at the school’s elementary Christmas Program 
last Wednesday. “The Big Chill” played to a packed house and was directed by Shannon Stemple. More on Page 10.  

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Sara Landis & FCSH get up, 
grab a big win  — Page 11

?
Does anyone care

- Page 2

 They tell us first class 
mail will take two days to ar-
rive in our mailboxes. How 
about sending junk mail by 
Pony Express? 
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Photo rendering by Jason Schock

   St. Joseph, MO — Motorists can now drive on U.S. Highway 159 in Holt County after months 
of closures due to summer flooding.
   The Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) Sunday announced the opening of the 2.2-
mile section of highway that runs from the Missouri River Bridge at Rulo to east of Route 111.  The 
road was closed for several months.  Ideker Inc., of St. Joseph, was the contractor for the project 
that began Oct. 20.
   “We know this has been a long closure for this route and we’re excited to get it back open for the 
public,” said Don Wichern, MoDOT’s Northwest District engineer.
   The extensive damages to Highway 159 included three large scour holes ranging in size up to 
675 feet long, 40 feet wide and 50 feet deep.  More than 172,770 tons of rock was used to fill all 
the holes.  The sections over the holes were also resurfaced with asphalt and new guardrails were 
added to both sides of the road.

Hwy. 159 open for traffic
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   Nebraska’s Senator Ben Nel-
son and 11 other senators an-
nounced that the United States 
Postal Service has agreed, at 
their request, to a five-month de-
lay on closing 3,700 post offices 
nationwide, including 90 in Ne-
braska, which will buy time for 
Congress to enact postal reform 
legislation.
   “Closing post offices before 
we try to fix the system is put-
ting the cart before the horse, 
so the decision to delay any 
closings until next May is good 
news,” said Senator Nelson. 
“With 90 rural post offices tar-
geted for closure in Nebraska, 
we have to remember that the 
USPS was created to provide a 
public service.
   “Our local post offices play 
a special role in our communi-
ties, keeping us connected to 
our friends and families, and 
keeping businesses connected 
to their customers. They are an 
important part of our economy, 
serving every city, suburb and 
small town in Nebraska,” Nel-
son added.
   The Postal Service has been 
considering the elimination of 
overnight delivery and studying 
whether to close 3,700 mostly 
rural post offices to reduce ex-
penses. Nelson and a number of 
colleagues have said that as the 
Postal Services works to turn 
around its tough financial condi-
tion, it should take into account 
the needs of rural communities.
   Some of the 90 Nebraska post 
offices targeted for closing are 
communities in Richardson 

Five-month
delay on post
office closings

(Please turn to Page 2)

   The Falls City Library and Arts 
Center is pleased to announce 
that it has been awarded a Youth 
Grant for Excellence by the Ne-
braska Library Commission.
   The programming funding re-
quest, “The Unsung Patrons — 
Young Adults at our Library,” 
was submitted by children’s 
librarian Dianne Hinz and was 
accepted based on both past pro-
gram success and current com-
munity youth need.
   The programs’ goals include 
entertaining, teaching and stim-
ulating a new interest in reading 
and the library.  The programs 
would also provide local youth 
experiences similar to those 
available to their peers in larger 
cities.
   Additional funding or venue 
support from local community 
organizations may be sought.  
Building partnerships enhances 
future grant possibilities.
   The following is a list of the 
individual programs, which will 
run from January to November 
2012:  elegant dinner prepared 
by professional chef; film festi-
val; hypnotist; presentation by 
motivational speaker Tiffany 
Eis; performance by local ga-
rage band “Chasing Yesterday”; 
“Iron Chef” competition with 
teen participants and judges; 
“gamefest” board games and 
game systems; henna tattoos by 
Mehndi specialist; and environ-
mentally conscience art project 
with Artist in Residence Andrea 
Jenkins.
   Organizational committee 
members include Carla Schus-
ter, Susan Findlay, Dianne Hinz, 
Matt Mullins and Hope Scha-
wang.
   The grant amount awarded to 
the library is $4,074.  This proj-

Library awarded Youth Grant
ect was supported in part by state 
aid funding appropriated by the 
Nebraska Legislature, granted 
and administered by the Nebras-
ka Library Commission.

What a great week! Rudolph the 
Red-nosed One moves in and 
politicians have to move out.

 Michael L. Dougherty, who 
lives at 2624 Schoenheit St., has 
filed as a candidate for the Ward 
1 seat on the City Council.
   Council seats are non-partisan 
and the term is four years.

City Council filing

 In the fall of 2010, at the 
conclussion of a Quality As-
surance Review by a team of 
AdvanceEd accreditation reps, 
evaluator Dick Spohr, of Illi-
nois, gushed about Falls City 
Public Schools’ technology in-
frastructure. 
 “It’s remarkable,” he said. 
“The student-to-computer ra-
tio is 1-to-2.3 — and you have 
things in place I’m not going to 
mention because I don’t even 
understand them.”
 And 14 months later, the 
district remains positioned along 
that increasingly sharp cutting 
edge. 
 The District 56 School 
Board, after a briefing by Tech-
nology/Curriculum Coordinator 
Judi Carter, last week approved 
an updated Technology Plan 
that will soon incorporate a mul-
titude of the latest and greatest 
Apple computer products. Ar-
riving this week are 24 brand 
new MacBook Air laptops and 
four mobile carts for each of the 
FCPS school buildings, and 25 
new iPads for FC High, which 
will participate in a pilot pro-
gram to determine how iPads 
can be used in the classroom to 

No trivial pursuit

 A 17-year-old Falls City 
juvenile Monday was charged in 
Richardson County Court as an 
adult for various crimes, includ-
ing the alleged felony theft of 
a pickup with which he led au-
thorities in Nebraska and Kan-
sas on an hour-long high-speed 

 Nathan Purcell, 17, of Falls City, allegedly stole this 1981 Chevy truck from the home of Tori Carpenter, 1701 
Dewey St., stole fuel from at least one gas station, burglarized two local businesses and led authorities on a one-
hour high-speed chase Wednesday night, driving on the vehicles’ front rims. He was apprehended at gunpoint 
following a short foot chase. 

17-year-old taken at gunpoint
following hour-long police chase

chase last Wednesday. 
 Nathan A. Purcell, 17, of 
Falls City, has been charged with 
felony theft by unlawful taking 
and operating a motor vehicle to 
avoid arrest, also a felony. Pur-
cell was the alleged driver of the 
1981 Chevy pickup used in the 

pursuit. Purcell allegedly stole 
the vehicle, belonging to Tori 
Carpenter, Tuesday night or 
Wednesday morning from Car-
penter’s home at 1701 Dewey 
St. She reported it missing just 
after 8 a.m. Wednesday.
 At 5:19 p.m. Wednesday, 
Trooper Aaron Schoen with the 
Nebraska State Patrol observed 
the blue Chevy pickup on High-
way 73, ran its license plates 
through Lincoln communica-
tions and was informed the ve-

(Please turn to Page 10)

Ho! Ho! Ho!
Laptops, iPads
coming down
FCPS’ chimney 

(Please turn to Page 10)

Sacred Heart honors 
Dick Frederick

- Page 10
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‘Under water’
Photo by Jason Schock

an effort to transform Falls City’s 
facilities into a more state-of-
the-art condition.  The effort 
resulted in a fund drive that, by 
year’s end, was tantalizingly 
close to its nearly $1.8 million 
goal.  Headed by Rod Vandeberg, 
Kevin Malone and Brian Poppe, 
the drive continues as 2012 
begins.  The Journal has (and 
will continue to) provide drive 
updates.
   By June, the Falls City Jaycees, 
who annually stage their major 
fund-raisers (donated back to 
the community) learned that 
they needed a new site for the 
events. Corey Snethen and 
family donated land south of 
Falls City, a huge boost, but 
creating an adequate facility 
for the events required funding.  
Vandeberg took the lead in 
gathering funds and the City 
of Falls City stepped up. By 
August, the facility was ready 
to go as more than $100,000 had 
been raised for Falls City’s No. 
1 civic organization.
 Unfortunately, the Aug. 
5 grand opening of the new 
facility was tragically marred 
when 64-year-old Edward 
Packard of Ohio was killed 
when the motorcycle he was 
driving collided with a vehicle 
just outside the entrance, prior 
to the start of the tractor pull. 
   With the exception of river-
bottom farmers, the county’s 
top industry, agriculture, had a 
very good year, as timely rains 
boosted crop production.  Poppe, 
of Poppe Realty & Management, 
said corn yields were comparable 
with the bumper year of 2010.  
Prices were better.  Soybean 
yields, he said, were better in 
2011 than the year before.  The 

(Continued from Page 1)

livestock market was steady, 
Poppe said, with its usual ups 
and downs.
   As was generally the case 
throughout the Midwest, land 
prices were at record highs in 

this area.  Several thousand or 
even more dollars per acre was 
the norm.
   Poppe noted that although the 
agriculture picture was bright, a 
real shocker for the farmer was 
the cost of putting in, fertilizing 

and harvesting the crops.  And 
that has no sign of abetting.
   Main Street Falls City received 
a shot in the arm when, in May, 
the Nebraska Department 
of Economic Development 
awarded a $350,000 grant 
for Phase 2 of the downtown 
revitalization project.  Planning 
is continuing and, as Executive 
Director Stephanie Hartley notes 
in today’s Journal, construction 
is just around the corner.
   Groundbreaking took place 
in July for the new Wilderness 
Falls housing project at 31st and 
Barada.  Excellent progress has 
been made on the units and local 
contractors have benefited from 
the work.
   In September, Falls City 
High School was selected as 
a 2011 National Blue Ribbon 
School by the U.S. Department 
of Education, saluting overall 
academic achievement.  Gov. 
Dave Heineman made a special 
trip to Falls City to commemorate 
the high honor.
   Servicemen Sgt. Nick Nolte and 
1st Lt. Jacob Fritz were among 
those honored in the “Remember 
Our Fallen” exhibit arranged by 
Veterans Service Officer Ralph 
Huettner in October.  Vandeberg 
sponsored the exhibit.
   Also of significance were the 
meetings held in county and area 
towns and villages in response to 
proposed Post Office closings.  
The response by citizens may 
have played a part in the delay 
of those closings.
   And, finally, on Aug. 11, 2011, 
the Journal published a photo 
that included Marty Froeschl.  
It is believed a picture of Mr. 
Froeschl has been featured in 
at least one Journal for the past 
several decades (plus).  
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 Beginning Feb. 26, local phone calls in the 402 Area Code must 
be dialed using the area code plus the local 7 digit phone number. 
The option to dial local numbers using only seven digits will no 
longer be available.  
   Telephone numbers assigned and in service in the 402 Area Code 
will remain the same. New numbers will continue to be assigned 
from remaining 402 Area Code numbering resources until the avail-
able numbers are depleted at which time new numbers will be as-
signed from 531 Area Code resources.
   In implementing Nebraska’s new 531 Area Code everyone plac-
ing local and long distance calls, in the geography served by the 
402 Area Code, will be required to dial 402 or 531 plus the local 
seven digit phone number to complete calls. Long distance calls 
that currently require dialing a ‘1’ prior to the ten digit number will 
continue to require dialing ‘1’ plus the area code and local number 
as has been done in the past. The Commission warns consumers 
that dialing ‘1’ plus the local 10-digit number may result in a long 
distance charge on their landline phone bill.  
   In addition to changing the way local calls are dialed, all services 
including automatic dialing equipment or other types of equipment 
that are programmed with a seven digit number will need to be re-
programmed to adapt to the new 10-digit dialing procedure. Some 
examples are life safety systems, fax machines, Internet dial-up 

Come Feb. 26, all calls start with ‘402’

(Please turn to Page 5)

Mother Nature delivered her very best fury on Southeast Nebraskans and much of middle 
America this week, starting with a thick sheet of ice Monday, followed by a few inches of 
blowing snow Tuesday, and Wednesday temperatures that dipped well below zero. All of the 
above, plus 30- to 40-mph wind gusts made for the worst winter storm of the season. Area 
school kids were let out three hours into the week and classes were canceled both Tuesday 
and Wednesday. None of that stopped this brave traveler - who identi ed himself only as “Sas-
quatch” - from making a brutal Tuesday afternoon hike downtown, to the Falls City Library. 

Jason Schock

 MAJOR DONATION. After the recent sale of Richardson 
County Bank & Trust - and retirement of longtime Chair-
man John H. Morehead - the bank has generously donated 
its highly valued art collection to 
the Falls City Library & Arts Cen-
ter and Stalder Gallery. Sixteen 
pieces, including the John P. Falter 
oil on canvas original, “Confronta-
tion,” shown here, were donated. 
“We are so very grateful for the do-
nation of art from the Richardson 
County Bank & Trust and to the 
Morehead family for facilitating this 
transfer,” Gallery Curator Christina 
Wertenberger said. “The Library 
and Community Foundation of 
Richardson County is committed 
to collecting, maintaining and shar-
ing the wonderful works of art in its 
possession. Our goal of growing 
the collection is just beginning and 

this donation will make a huge impact on the collection. It 
is also our goal to become a collection that can be lent to 
other art galleries and institutions. Next year we will recip-

rocate on a loan from the Great 
Plains Art Museum in Lincoln 
that was part of the Falter Cen-
tennial Celebration.  As we con-
tinue to grow, it is our hope that 
we put Falls City on the map for 
our wonderful gallery exhibitions 
as well as our superb permanent 
collection,” she said. 
   Photographed, from left: 
Falls City Library Director Hope 
Schawang, Library & Commu-
nity Foundation members Bob 
Aitken and Sandy Hartman, 
Wertenberger, Marc Morehead 
and Dana Rathje of RCB&T, and 
Library & Community Founda-
tion President Ken Kunce. 

RCB&T Art Donation
To Stalder Gallery

Piece Artist MEDIA
Confrontation JP Falter Oil on canvas
Nemaha Sunscape AK Tubach Oil on canvas
Harlan to Stone AK Tubach Oil on panel
Late October G Roncka Oil on canvas
Quail JR Smith Mixed media on paper
North of Parkville, Mo. A Pascolini Oil on panel
A Visit to Lone Jack, Mo. A. Pascolini Oil on panel
Cook Wagon, IL Ranch W Matthews Mixed media on paper
Friend or foe M Gerhold Oil on canvas
Buffalo Hunt, Wolf Skin G Catlin Hand colored lithograph
Marsh in Autumn L Weddel Watercolor
Missouri Mule in Ozark TH Benton Sepia, ink, pencil
Runaway W Matthews Print 6/50
The Assiniboine Mountains TH Benton Ink & watercolor
Re ections LT Collier Oil on canvas
August Evening/Platte River H Holoun Oil on canvas

Love i$ in the air!
Page 15

 We’re looking forward to 
one Super Bowl play where a 
helmeted monster calmly walks 
away after making a tackle.

Sacred Heart trying to celebrate 120 years
 This week marked the cel-
ebration of Catholic Schools 
Week, “Catholic Schools — A+ 
For America.” Sacred Heart 
School attempted to celebrae its 
120th year of Catholic education 
in Richardson County, but the 
brutal winter weather kept the 
school doors closed for much of 
the week. 
 Students reported to classes 
Monday, but were dismissed 
later that morning. School was 
canceled both Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 The week began on Sun-
day with Parish Appreciation 
Day at weekend Masses, with 
high school students thanking 
parishioners for their spiritual 
and monetary support of Sacred 
Heart School.
 Monday was Volunteer and 
Community Appreciation Day, 
with the National Honor Society 
hosting an open house/coffee at 
9 a.m. in the main lobby of the 
school. 
 Tuesday was supposed to be 
Parent Appreciation Day, and 
Wednesday Honors Day, with 
the honoring of new National 
Honor Society members. The 
events have yet to be resched-
uled.

 Faculty/Staff Appreciation 
Day was scheduled for Thurs-
day and Friday is Grandfriends 
Day.  From 8-8:30 a.m., stu-
dents’ grandfriends may visit 
their classrooms and then walk 
over with the students for 8:30 
a.m. Mass for preschool and kin-
dergarten through sixth grades. 
This will also be Reading Day 
for prekindergarten through 
sixth grades.
 Friday will also be Student 
Appreciation Day. It is Spirit 
Shirt/Blue Jeans Day as well for 
all students and teachers. 

By Scott Schock
 A few sparks  ew at the conclusion of Mon-
day evening’s public city council session. Before 
the  reworks, though, the council and Mayor 
Tim Hersh received a “what’s coming” 
preview of 
the Main 
S t r e e t 
program.
 M a i n 
Street representa-
tives Cassie Whalen 
and Adam Morris said 
the downtown revi-
talization project is 
about to move into 
Phase II, which is to 
secure funding to imple-
ment Phase I.
 The  rst downtown area to be addressed will 
be the west side of Stone Street from 17th to 18th 
and 17th Street from Stone to Harlan (both sides 
of the street).  “We chose these blocks simply 
because they have the worst sidewalks and curb 
heights in the downtown area,” Mrs. Whalen 
said.
 The hope is that when people can actually 
see a concrete example of the Main Street plan, 
more will join in the effort to implement the en-
tire plan.
 The “biggest change,” said Mrs. Whalen, will 
be the “streetscape,” with “bump-outs” at inter-
sections, major sidewalk improvements, easily 
negotiated curbing (in two grades), landscaping, 
new street lighting, planters, seating areas and 
the addition of handrails.  Handicap accessibility 
will be provided at several points in a block.
 Crosswalks will be enhanced and made level.  
Concrete will be poured for crosswalks, with the 
cobblestone bricks saved for decorative uses.  
The plan calls for the removal of the parking me-
ter poles.
 “Way- nding” signage will be added to pro-
vide for easier navigation of the downtown, es-
pecially for visitors.  More angle parking will be 
created and, generally speaking, the entire down-
town will be easier to access, while more aes-
thetically pleasing.
 Traf c lights would be removed and replaced 
with 4-way Stop signs.  Traf c on Stone and 
Chase Streets would return to 2-way.
 Initial funding will require $444,000, with 

$333,000 in grant monies and $111,000 from the 
City.  The City’s contribution could be in-kind.
 City Administrator Gary Jorn said a public 
hearing on funding would be held at the next 
council meeting.
 Councilman Ryan Rieschick expressed reser-

vations regarding a return to 2-way traf c, 
wondering what problems that could 
create, especially for business deliv-

eries.  “I just don’t think it’s going 
to work,” he said.  Rieschick said 

he feared logistics could get 
more dif cult for busi-

nesses already 
located down-
town.

 Morris ac-
knowledged that 

traf c might be 
stopped now and 

then, but that the downtown 
has to be more accessible to encourage shop-
pers.  
 Mrs. Whalen said 2-way traf c and 4-way 
Stop signs might well lead to less congestion and 
that the “bene ts outweigh the downside.”  She 
said Shenandoah, IA, has a very similar down-
town system that works very well and is safe.
 “Our downtown is dif cult to negotiate,” 
Mrs. Whalen said.  Both Councilman Hal Sutter 
and former Mayor Rod Vandeberg, who attended 
the meeting, noted that surrounding communities 
(Auburn, Hiawatha) have two-way traf c down-
town.
 Jorn, who has also visited Shenandoah, said 
he was amazed at the new shops that have opened 
since the downtown remodel.  “They (Shenan-
doah leaders) 110 percent believe it is because of 
the Main Street program,” he said.
 Sutter said the downtown revitalization “needs 
to be done” to attract more shoppers, particularly 
given the anticipated 2012 opening of the new 
bridge at Rulo.
 Earlier in the meeting, the council voted 7-1 
to endorse a motion by Sutter to approve vari-
ous board appointments made by Mayor Hersh 
— with the exception of Peggy Davidson to the 
Library Board. Action on the appointments had 
been tabled at the previous meeting.
 Rieschick voted “no” on the motion.
 Mrs. Davidson was in the audience and spoke 
to the council before they moved into executive  
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Elvis Tribute Artist Joseph Hall will present a special two-
hour show at Prichard Auditorium Saturday, March 5, one stop 
in a Midwest tour that includes several Nebraska cities.
 Hall’s show is being brought to Falls City by Betty Schu-
lenberg, who has arranged similar Elvis shows at Camp Rulo, 
which is currently being refurbished after  ood damage.
 Auditorium doors will open at 5 p.m. on March 5, with Hall 
scheduled to perform from 7-9 p.m.  Food and drink will be 
available.
 Hall is a headline performer at Branson’s New Americana 
Theatre.  “Joseph does such an incredible job recreating the 
moves, the look, and the sound of Elvis Presley, that you will 
think you are watching the King himself,” a publicity release 
states.
 A native of Abilene, TX, Hall moved with his family to Lin-
coln, where he worked as a general manager at his father’s res-
taurant.  During a trip to Las Vegas, he saw an Elvis show and 
became intrigued.  Back in Lincoln, he sang an Elvis song at a 
karaoke bar and was hooked.
 That same year, he performed Elvis music live and received 
an excellent response.  Hall began to practice and before long, 
he was booked every weekend.  
 He quali ed for an Elvis competition in Memphis and placed 
in the top three.  Hall was booked to perform on the  rst-ever El-
vis cruise.  In September 2007 he decided to perform full-time.
 At his father’s urging, Hall auditioned for “America’s Got 
Talent” and was promoted to the judge’s round. While the show 
was on break in the summer of 2008, Hall continued to perform. 
He completed the show’s season in the top 10 and took his act to 
Las Vegas.
 Hall has performed throughout the country and is now based 
in Branson.
 Admission to the March 5 show is $20. For additional infor-
mation, contact Betty Schulenberg at 402-245-1948. 

Viva Falls City!
‘King’ tribute artist returns March 5

New restaurant at
FC Country Club
open to members,
non-members alike
 The CrossWinds Restaurant, 
managed by Gregory Strickland, 
formerly of Cozad, will open for 
public business this Thursday, 
Feb. 10, in the main  oor of the 
Falls City Country Club. 
 According to FCCC Board 
President John Martin, Cross-
winds will begin serving dinners 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday through Sat-
urday and will offer a Sunday 
brunch from 11:30 a.m. until 
1:30 p.m. Reservations are ac-
cepted. 
 The restaurant has yet to ac-
quire a liquor license and alco-
hol will not be offered for the 
 rst several weeks. 
 Strickland has experience 
managing both a country club 
and Elk’s Club, but the last few 
years has operated his own res-
taurant in Cozad. CrossWinds 
makes its own desserts and of-
fers a wide menu. 

Sparks  y at Council meeting;
Main St. program to Phase II

 Falls City Recreation will 
host its 12th annual pancake 
feed on Sunday, Feb. 27, in the 
commons area of Falls City 
High School.
 A free will offering will be 
accepted, with pancakes, sau-
sage and drinks served from 8 
a.m. to 1 p.m.  The pancake feed 
replaces the door-to-door resi-
dential collection that Falls City 
Recreation used to conduct.  
 Pro ts from the pancake 
feed, along with the business 
fund drive done in early sum-
mer, are Recreation’s main pub-
lic fundraisers for the organiza-
tion’s programs.
 On an annual basis, it takes 
over $30,000 to operate the cur-
rent Rec programs, which con-
sist of girls’ softball leagues, 
boys’ baseball leagues, a tee ball 
league for 4-6 year-olds, swim 
team, Red Cross swim lessons, 
a soccer program in the spring 
and a fall boys’  ag football 
league.  These various programs 
had over 1,300 participants last 
year.
 Approximately 40 percent 
of the program costs are funded 
through participant registrations.  
The City of Falls City provides 

about 15 percent of the fund-
ing.  The balance comes from 
donations by the public and 
other civic, church and fraternal 
groups, as well as from the local 
business community and other 
fund-raisers Recreation under-
takes.
 In addition to the annual 
program costs, Falls City Rec-
reation, in conjunction with the 
City of Falls City, undertakes 
the improvements of ball facili-
ties.  
 The soccer and  ag football 
programs continue to grow and 
these games will again be played 
on the new Thomas Field.  All 
of this is made possible by the 
generosity of everyone who has 
made a donation of money or 
time to the Rec program, which 
bene ts the youth of the Falls 
City area.
 All are welcome to join Rec-
reation volunteers for pancakes 
and sausage on Sunday, Feb. 
27, at Falls City High School.  
Those unable to attend but who 
are interested in making a dona-
tion can do so at First National 
Bank and Trust Company (in 
person or by mail). 

Rec pancake feed Feb. 27
Annual operating costs around $30,000

(Please turn to Page 5)

 Julie Kunce Field, a graduate 
of Falls City Sacred Heart and 

the daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. 
Ken Kunce, 
recently was 
sworn in as a 
District Judge 
in the 8th Ju-
dicial District 
in Larimer 

County, CO.
 True to the family’s sense 
of humor, Field told the Fort 
Collins Coloradoan that people 
“may get used to it (being a 
judge), including my children, 
who are  nally getting used to 
standing up every time I walk in 
(to a room).”
 Field earned her undergradu-
ate degree from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln and her 
law degree from the Univer-
sity of Chicago Law School in 
1985.  
 The swearing in ceremony 
was attended by family and 
many friends.  Field’s husband, 
Stuart, helped her put on the 
black judge’s robe and told the 
newspaper he believes his wife 
will be “really excellent” in her 

Falls City native 
now a District judge

(Please turn to Page 5)

 Hearsay - we who went to 
the kitchen, popped corn and 
iced Cokes at Super Bowl 
halftime didn’t miss much.

Consumer Reports’ best (Ford Mustang)
and worst (Toyota Yaris) of 2010

 — Page 4
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 Throughout the downtown 
public planning process, local 
citizens shared a great deal of 
concern about the safety and in-
convenience of the high curbs 
and worn out sidewalks.
 In several places downtown 
the sidewalks are a 12-inch step 
up from the cobblestone street 
level.  
 In order to 
preserve the 

cobb le -
stone streets, a 
new sidewalk pro le will ad-
dress both of those issues while 
beautifying the downtown.  A 
6-inch curb along the street es-
tablishes a small step with a 
2-foot overhang that protects 
cars from colliding with the 
cub, while offering a wide, safe 
 rst step.  Another step of about 
6 inches takes the pedestrian to 
the current storefront level.
 In locations where the side-
walk is not such a large step, 
instead of two steps there will 
be a ramp leading from street to 
storefront level.  Handrails will 
be strategically placed along 
both sides of these steps/ramps 
for safety and convenience.
 These ramps, along with the 
curb bump-outs at each corner, 
will give downtown Falls City 
at least twice the handicap ac-
cessibility, while offering a safe, 
convenient shopping experience 
to all Falls City patrons.
 The width of the sidewalk al-
lows for dedicated, permanent 
outdoor seating areas and plant-
ing beds that will help break up 
the sidewalk and draw attention 
to the elevation change.  Hand-
rails will be placed along the 
seating areas.  
 Main Street Falls City of-
 cials understand that park-
ing meter poles have become a 
means of safely navigating the 
downtown for many area resi-
dents.  Please note these poles 
will remain until each block 
has been revitalized with new, 

Safety, convenience  downtown
safe, convenient and accessible 
streetscape.
 This is just the  rst phase 
of the downtown revitalization.  
The entire plan can be viewed 
on the Chamber website, 

www.fallscityareachamber.com 
under the Main Street Falls City 
tab on the left hand side of your 
computer screen.
 Main Street Falls City is ex-
cited to begin the downtown re-
vitalization and appreciates all 
the support from the communi-
ty, City and County during this 
process.

 Bill VonSeggern announces 
the opening of a new law of ce 
in Falls City, having moved here 
recently from Grand Island.
 Bill graduated from Falls 
City High School and received 
his undergraduate and law de-
grees from the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Following 
graduation, he  taught two years 
at Wisconsin State University-
Whitewater and one year at the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha.
 After practicing law two 
years in Omaha, he moved to 
Grand Island where he contin-
ued to practice law until his re-
cent move back to Falls City.
 He is a past president of the 
Nebraska Association of Trial 
Attorneys and past president of 
the Hall County Bar Associa-
tion. His diverse trial practice 
led him to try cases throughout 
the Midwest, including Chicago 
and Dallas.
 In addition to his law prac-
tice, Bill was an active mem-
ber of the Nebraska Speaker’s 
Association. His motivational 
speaking career has allowed him 
to give presentations to various 
organizations and conventions 
in many states.
 Bill’s new of ce is located 
at l05 East l7th Street, where he 
intends to have a general prac-
tice.

When it dries up and the 
potholes are  lled, we’ll 
quit calling West 2lst Street 
Zigzag Boulevard.

VonSeggern

FC native comes
back home, opens 
new law practice 

Jason Schock

It’s a small world, afterall

By Betty Castan
(Falls City native)
 You never know where you 
might meet someone wearing a 
t-shirt from Falls City.
 I recently took a trip to Af-
rica. The safari trip was offered 
by the Lincoln Public School 
Foundation and was made up 
of people from Lincoln. There 
were 16 in the group. We trav-
eled to Zambia, Botswana and 
Zimbabwe. 
 Our  rst stop was Chobe National Park in 
Botswana. The second day as we gathered for 

breakfast, here came one of 
our group wearing a t-shirt 
from Falls City. Boy was I 
shocked. I quickly said I’m 
from FC, are you from FC? 
The person was Jane Hood. 
Jane had recently retired from 
the Nebraska Humanities 
Council and had worked with 
Falls City on the 2008 Chau-
tauqua.  
 I have attached a picture 

of Jane (donning her 2008 Chautauqua shirt) 
and I out on a game safari. 

Falls City man earns 4th prison term
 Scott D. Hayes, 39, Falls 
City, was sentenced in District 
Court Tuesday to 2-5 years im-
prisonment for an incident that 
occurred on the night of June 
11, 2010. 
 Hayes was sentenced to no 
less than 24 months but no more 
than 60 in the Nebraska State 
Penitentiary.
 On the above mentioned 
night Of cer’s John Caverzagie 
and Mike DiGiacomo respond-
ed to a disturbance call at 1115 
Morton St., where Hayes’ par-
ents reside. 
 Upon arrival, Hayes’ mother 
told the of cers that Hayes had 
shown up “drunker than ever.” 
The of cers entered the resid-
ance where Hayes’ father had 
pinned Hayes to the ground and 
held him there until police ar-

rived.
 The of cers took Hayes in to 
custody and upon arrival to the 
Sheriff’s Of ce Hayes kicked 
DiGiacomo in the legs as he 
was taken out of the patrol car. 
He continued to threaten the of-
 cers until  nally being booked 
into the Richardson County Jail.
 Hayes has spent time in the 
state penitentiary three other oc-
casions all on felony charges. 
The  rst when he was 19 for 
theft, the second for assault of a 
peace of cer and DUI. He was 
most recently released in Au-
gust 2008 following an arrest 
for  rst-degree assault, posses-
sion of a  rearm by a felon and 
criminal trespassing.
 Also appearing in District 

(Please turn to Page 6)

Change of tune at FCHS
By Jason Schock
 Change is in the air for the 
Falls City High School vocal 
music and band departments 
— the singers are getting a new 
look and the instrumentalists 
will soon cue their tune to a dif-
ferent director
 In its regular monthly meet-
ing Monday at the Central Of-
 ce in FC Middle School, the 
School Board of District 56, af-
ter hearing a presentation from 
vocal music instructor Alisha 
Sutton, approved the purchase 
of 90 new choir robes at a cost 
of about $17,000. 
 The new threads will replace 
robes purchased in 1986, but torn 
and frayed garb isn’t the lone 
reason for the purchase: They 
don’t have enough robes. Choir 
is at a 10-year peak in popularity 
at FCHS, where numbers have 
jumped from 65 to 75 in the last 
year and more than 70 junior 
high-aged students are partici-
pating at the middle school. 
 “The robes are falling apart,” 
Sutton, a FCHS graduate and the 
school’s vocal instructor the past 
decade, said. “And we currently 
have more students than robes. 
We want to represent Falls City 
looking the best we can - this 
can’t happen with mix/match 
robes.” 
 The new robes will be pur-
chased from Collegiate Apparel 
and there’s a hope - albeit a faint 
one - they’ll be unveiled and 
 ailed by the April 15 District 
Music Contest. 
 Whereas the vocalists are 
taking on a new look, the band 

Four South School Principal candidates interview Feb. 26
members will get new direction 
this summer, as the BOE Mon-
day approved the resignation of 
band instructor Robert Kercher.
 The new hire will be FCPS’ 
third since John Svoboda re-
tired in 2008 after 29 years on 
the job. Kercher was hired late 
in the summer of 2008 upon the 
untimely death of 21-year-old 
April Bishop. Bishop was just 
weeks into her  rst teaching 
job. 
 In other news Monday, BOE 
members Ed Harris, Scott Hup-
pert, Scott Hollens, Kathy Bar-
tek, John Martin and Teresa 
Olberding voted to adopt a reso-

lution proposed by the Nebraska 
Association of School Boards to 
“minimize, reduce or eliminate 
the in uence of the Commission 
on Industrial Relations on the 
collective bargaining process of 
school employees.” 
 According to School Super-
intendent Tim Heckenlively, 
the Nebraska Council of School 
Administrators and Nebraska 
State Education Association 
have “failed to come to com-
mon ground” concerning the es-
tablishment of wages and pen-

(Please turn to Page 10)

AUFFERT, ACKERMAN
bound for State Wrestling

Page 20
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 Connie Kennedy was appointed to 
the Treasurer’s position by the Rich-
ardson County Commissioners.
 The Treasurer’s position was va-
cant after the death of Sherry Huppert, 
who had been re-elected in Novem-
ber.
 Commissioners Dave Sickel, Bill 
Ely and Jim Davidson were unani-
mous in making the appointment after 
nterviewing Mrs. Kennedy and Mark 
Novak of Humboldt.

County Treasurer
Connie Kennedy

‘Living on a lighted stage     

   Approaches the unreal’

Jim Langan

Hey, Listen Up!
 All callers with a Nebraska 402 area code
must dial the area code + the telephone number
for all local calls, beginning Feb. 26!

 Victories do wonders! De-
feating Texas got an unusual 
smile from Doc. Maybe the 
same thing would’ve happened 
to Bo.

Jason Schock

By Jim Langan  
 “We are proud to of cially 
dedicate the  rst (utility-scale) 
wind farm in our service terri-
tory,” said OPPD president and 
CEO Gary Gates. “It serves as a 
signi cant step in reaching our 
self-imposed goal of generat-
ing 10 percent of our electricity 
from renewable resources.”
 The Flat Water Wind Farm, 
located south of Humboldt near 
the Nebraska-Kansas border, 
was dedicated last Thursday in a 
ceremony that included Nebras-
ka Lieutenant Governor Rick 
Sheehy, the CEO of Gestamp 
Wind, other state and local 
elected leaders, OPPD represen-
tatives, press and area citizens.
 Sheehy told the crowd the 
Flat Water Wind Farm represents 
an important step in expanding 
Nebraska’s wind energy capaci-
ty. He said the state has doubled 
its wind energy production in 
the last couple of years and will 
soon triple it.
 “The Flat Water Wind Farm 
helps to strengthen Richardson 
County and surrounding com-
munities by creating new jobs 
and new investments,” Sheehy 
said.
 He also noted that Nebraska 
ranked third among the 50 states 
in potential for generating wind 
energy.
 Javier Mateache, CEO of 
Gestamp Wind based in Hous-
ton, TX, said the company is 
proud to be in Nebraska and in 
Richardson County.
 “We feel we are part of the 
community,” Mateache said. 
“We are committed to help you 
with your commitments.”
 Sheehy, citing numbers 
provided by state Sen. Lavon 
Heidemann, who represents the 
area but could not attend the cer-
emony, said the wind farm has 
already been an economic boon 
to the area, by providing about 
150 jobs during construction.
 Local of cials estimate that 

Flat Water Wind 
Farm dedicated

 FCHS 171-pound junior Cole Ackerman performed admirably under the brightest of 
lights at the Qwest Center last weekend in Omaha during the State Wrestling Champi-
onships. Ackerman  nished  fth at state and won 32 matches this winter. 

For full story and photos, turn to page 18.

Goin’ south: Escapee uses cell phone
Sunday morning near St. Joseph, Mo.

   A Richardson County Jail inmate 
who escaped Sheriff’s custody — for 
a second time in less than a month — 
last weekend used a stolen cell phone 
at about 10:45 a.m. Sunday near St. 
Joseph, Mo., according to authorities. 
   Michael Thompson, 36, orginally of 
Arkansas, at about 8 a.m. Sunday was 
found in a Holt (Mo.) County barn by 
a farmer who did not realize Thomp-
son was an escaped prisoner and gave 
him a ride to the Eagles Next Truck 
Stop along Interstate 29. Sheriff Ran-
dy Houser said a call made from a sto-

len cell phone allegedly in Thompson’s 
possession made a hit on a tower near St. Joseph, Mo., at around 
10:45 a.m.
 The phone was stolen from a jailer at about 2:30 a.m. Sunday 
when Thompson was able to bend his jail bars due to a broken 
steel plate in his cell and squeeze through. When the jailer went to 
Thompson’s cell, he grabbed her and handcuffed her to the bars. He 
then retrieved his clothes - but did not take his billfold - and  ed 
only with the phone. 
 Thompson, described as a diabetic, skinny white male, 6-foot-
1, 170 pounds, is wanted on felony warrants in both Arkansas and 
California, as well as felony escape in Richardson County. He  rst 
escaped Sheriff Houser’s custody in January during a transport to 
the doctor’s of ce. He was able to elude capture for several hours. 
Just last week, Thompson entered a plea of not guilty to Class IV 
Felony Escape in Richardson County District Court. 

By Scott Schock
 Council Chambers were 
 lled Tuesday evening when 
Mayor Tim Hersh and the city 
council passed, on a 7-1 vote, 
a resolution authorizing a grant 
application for downtown reha-
bilitation.
 The resolution commits 
the city to an investment of 
$111,000 (25% can be in-kind 
contributions) and allows for 
Main Street Falls City to apply 
for a $350,000 Phase II CDBG 
Downtown Rehabilitation grant.
 Grant funds would be used to 
begin the revitalization process 
in the 17th and Stone Street and 
Chase Street areas.  The Journal 
previously focused on the Phase 
II project.
 Only a few audience mem-
bers spoke during the public 
hearing that preceded the council 
vote.  Most appeared to be pres-
ent for an anticipated discussion 
about an issue that surfaced at 
the previous meeting.  During 
that meeting, the council voted 
7-1 against Mayor Hersh’s ap-
pointment of Peggy Davidson to 
the library board.
 Mrs. Davidson asked for an 
explanation as to why her ap-
pointment was denied.  That dis-
cussion ended rather abruptly.
 Tuesday night, Mrs. David-
son addressed the mayor and 
council with a prepared state-
ment.  She  rst apologized to the 
mayor for her part in “disrupting 
the last council meeting.”  She 
extended that apology to those 
from the public who had attend-
ed the meeting.  “It was not my 
intention to do so,” she said.
 “I merely wanted to know 
why the council did not want me 
to serve on the library board.  I 
didn’t realize they would be so 
defensive about it,” said Mrs. 

Davidson.
 She said she was not offend-
ed in any way about the appoint-
ment denial and that she had 
“agreed to take it (the appoint-
ment) at the request of Mayor 
Hersh.”
 Mrs. Davidson said, how-
ever, that she was offended by 
“the way you (council) conduct-
ed yourselves,” describing it as 
“vindictive, underhanded and 
in violation of Nebraska’s Open 
Meetings Act.”  She said “every 
citizen in Falls City should be 
offended by your actions over 
the past several weeks.”
 She read a quote that she said 
seemed appropriate:  “Our lives 
begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.”  
And added, “I promise you, I 
will not be silent about things 
that matter.”
 Mayor Hersh also read a pre-
pared statement, saying he ran 
for the position because “I want 
to see a positive change for the 
City of Falls City and to be part 
of that change.”  He said his in-
tent is to maintain order at all 
council meetings and to “allow 
the public to voice their opinion 
on subjects/issues.”  
 The mayor expressed his 
apology to the public and Mrs. 
Davidson for “allowing the un-
fortunate event that occurred at 
our last meeting.  I assure the 
citizens that this type of behav-
ior will not be tolerated again 
while I am mayor.”
 He said he intends to work 
with the council and “give my 
full support to them for the bet-
terment of Falls City and stand 
in opposition to personal agen-
das or personal gain.”  Mayor 
Hersh said he will strive to do 
the right thing regardless of any 
dif culty that might follow.

 Ruth Rannebeck spoke brief-
ly to the issue and speci cally 
to Council President Hal Sut-
ter.  “It appears that you, Mr. 
Sutter, have a personal issue 
with Peggy Davidson.  It is my 
understanding that any elected 
member of a government entity 
must not allow personal feelings 
to interfere with their duty to 
govern fairly and judge people 
upon their quali cations.
 “I could see no justi able 
reason why she (Mrs. Davidson) 
was denied the opportunity to 
serve on the library board,” Mrs. 
Rannebeck said.  “It is common 
knowledge that Peggy is a tire-
less and dedicated worker,” she 
stated.  The speaker said if a rea-
son existed to deny the appoint-
ment, Mrs. Davidson “should 
know why.”
 Sutter, who at the previous 
meeting suggested he would 
have Mrs. Davidson removed 
from Chambers, said the denial 
was a council action (on a 7-1 
vote), not his action.  He said the 
attempted interrogation of the 
council by Mrs. Davidson was 
inappropriate and that, in ret-
rospect, he should have moved 
to call the question.  Sutter also 
maintained that Mayor Hersh 
should have put a stop to the in-
cident that ended the previous 
meeting’s public session.  He 
added, however, that the issue is 
“not about the mayor.”
 The decision about Mrs. 
Davidson’s appointment was a 
council decision, “period,” Sut-
ter said.
 Councilman Ryan Rieschick 
voted against the revitalization 
resolution, after expressing sev-
eral reservations.  He said he did 
not think the plan was solid, did 
not create enough new parking, 
does not call for the replacement 

Mayor apologizes to public:
‘behavior will not be tolerated again’

(Please turn to Page 9)
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 Remembering to dial l0 dig-
its for a local call isn’t half as 
bad as trying to remember your 
Social Security’s nine.

 The Grand Opening of Yes-
terday’s Closet’s Annex, named 
“etc.,” will be Monday, March 
7, at 10 a.m.
 etc. adjoins Yesterday’s Clos-
et on the south at 1604 Stone, 
the former location of Tootie’s 
Art & Frames.  etc. will house 
some new items along with your 
consigned non-clothing, house-
hold, sports and exercise items 

 Falls City Economic Devel-
opment and Growth Enterprise 
is pleased to announce Staf ng 
Services Inc., a Lincoln based 
 rm, will be opening in Falls 
City on Tuesday, March 8th.
  Staf ng Services has placement 
expertise in a variety of career 
 elds, including industrial, tech-
nical trade and of ce/clerical ar-
eas of employment. They offer 
several options to meet employ-
ers’ staf ng needs, from a Direct 
Placement program to a Temp-
to-hire option to a Day-to-Day 
program. The  rm provides pre-
screening and can customize the 
evaluation process to meet em-
ployers’ speci c needs.  
   EDGE Executive Director 
Beckie Cromer noted, “In re-
sponse to our employers’ con-
tinued demand for local em-
ployment services, EDGE has 
recruited a professional employ-

ment services  rm to Falls City 
to meet the growing labor de-
mand in our area. We have been 
very impressed with owners 
Steve Dworsky and Steve Roth-
well and we know Staf ng Ser-
vices will provide professional, 
reliable services to the Falls City 
community.” 
   The of ce will be located in 
Falls City at 1210 Stone St. and 
initially open on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays beginning March 15th 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with 
additional of ce hours planned 
as business develops and a cli-
ent base is established.
  According to placement spe-
cialist Sherry Rogman, “Search-
ing for good employees can be 
a time consuming, costly and 
frustrating process.  Staf ng 
Services strives to close the gap 
between individuals who are se-
rious about becoming gainfully 

employed and employers who 
are just as serious about  nding 
and retaining employees who 
demonstrate a true ability and 
desire to perform tasks.”  
   EDGE welcomes Staf ng Ser-
vices to the Falls City business 
district and we’re pleased to have 
continued growth and develop-
ment in our community.  Owner 
Steve Dworsky notes, “We have 
enjoyed a very positive working 
relationship with Beckie Cromer 
as she has worked closely with 
our company to address our 
business needs. Falls City should 
be proud of the positive attitude 
of the community and proac-
tive approach demonstrated by 
EDGE.”
   For more information on SSI, 
please visit their website at 
www.staf ngservicesne.com.

Best of Show

 Sam Hamilton, a senior at Falls City Sacred Heart, won the Best of Show honor in the 60th 
annual GFWC student art show with his moving acrylic painting of three American soldiers titled, 
“Purple Heart.”

Jim Langan

Sam Hamilton painting tops out of 602 entries
 The 60th annual GFWC student art show, 
now co-sponsored by the GFWC and the Rich-
ardson County Arts and Humanities Council, 
attracted a record-number 602 entries this 
year, surpassing the goal of 600.  According 
to coordinator, Rita Seid, the contest attracted 
entries from all across Richardson County, as 
well as Auburn.
 Sam Hamilton, a senior at Falls City Sa-
cred Heart, won the Best of Show honor with 
his moving acrylic painting of three American 
soldiers titled, “Purple Heart.”
 The contest was judged by Pat Steinman, 
Tootie Ebel, and Lorna Simon.
 Local businesses and individuals provided 
prizes for the winners. They were:  SunMart, 
Lori and Randy Gottula, Northvue, Runza, 
Schulenberg Bakery, and Breadeaux Pizza.
 Several of the art pieces will advance to 
the GFWC state competition, which will be 
held April 7 - 9, in Kearney.  Those pieces are 
noted with an asterisk.  (Some of the winners, 
however, will be participating in a separate 
contest at the same time, and therefore, are not 
notated.)
 “Best of Category” winners were:  *Anto-
nia Kean, a sophomore at Sacred Heart, in the 

Graphic Design/2D/Computer generated cat-
egory; *Hannah Malcolm, a senior at Sacred 
Heart, in the mixed media category; *Andrew 
Meyer, a senior at Sacred Heart, in the colored 
pencil/pencil/pastels/crayon/charcoal drawing 
category; and *Ashli Jordan, a freshman at Sa-
cred Heart, best of class for the 9th grade.
 Other winners, their classes and schools 
follow.   Schools are identied as:  Falls City 
Sacred Heart (SH); Falls City High School, 
(FCHS), Humboldt-TableRock-Steinauer 
(HTRS), and Auburn (AHS):
 Acrylic/watercolor/tempera category:  1st 
place, *Sam Hamilton, 12, SH; 2nd place, 
*Mystia Skirmont, 11, FCHS; 3rd place, 
*Austin Schiable, 10, FCHS; Honorable men-
tions:  *Janey Malcolm, 10, SH; Cody Naber, 
10, HTRS; Vincent Bennett, 10, FCHS; *Sloan 
Roseberry, 11, FCHS; *Alisha Kite, 12, AHS; 
Andrew Meyer 12, SH; *Courtney Chapple, 
10, FCHS; Sloan Roseberry, 11, FCHS.
 Graphic Design/2DDesign/Computer Gen-
erated category:  1st place, *Antonia Kean, 
10, SH; 2nd place, Rachel Aitken, 10, SH; 3rd 
place, *Jacob Furnas, 12, AHS; Honorable 
mention, Rachel Aitken, 10, SH.
 Mixed Media category:  1st place, *Han-

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Escaped Richardson County 
fugitive Michael Thompson, 36,  
was captured by the U.S. Mar-
shalls Fugitive Task Force early 
Sunday Morning in Brandon, 
Mississippi. 
 Thompson, who is originally 
from Arkansas was apprehended 
in a trailer park and arrested on 
a federal warrant for felony es-
cape. No one was injured in the 
arrest as Thompson cooperated 
with authorities.
 Thompson waived his right 
to an extradition hearing which 
means he will be back in Falls 
City later this weekend. He is  
currently being housed in Mis-
sissippi.
 Richardson County Sheriff 
Randy Houser stated two depu-
ties will travel to Mississippi to 
pick Thompson up “some time 
this weekend.” Thompson is 
scheduled to appear in county 

 An unnamed man, who was 
being booked into jail Sunday 
night, attempted to harm himself 
when he wrapped a short cord 
from the telephone that was in 
the cell around his neck.
 Of cers responded quickly 
and an ambulance was called. 
The ambulance transported him 
to a hospital in St. Joseph, MO. 
 FC Police Department of -
cers arrested the man at around 
10:30 p.m. Sunday and while 
processing him into jail the sus-
pect became combative with the 
of cers. 

FCPS announces hire of
new South School Principal
 A contract has been offered, 
and accepted, pending  nal 
board approval, by John “JP” 
Holys, for the Falls City South 
School Elementary 
Principal position. 
 The board will meet 
at 12:30 p.m. Monday, 
March 7, to discuss the 
job contract and give  -
nal approval. 
 Mr. Holys is the cur-
rent elementary princi-
pal/Special Education 
Director for the Oakland-
Craig Public Schools, a position 
he has held since 2006. Prior, Mr. 
Holys was a third grade teacher 
in the Elkhorn Public Schools. 
Mr. Holys was accompanied by 
his wife Debbie, and their two 

young children at the interview, 
a second grade girl (Grace) and  
a three year old boy (Jack). 
 “We are excited to have the 

Holys family joining 
our school and com-
munity,” FCPS Super-
intendent Tim Hecken-
lively said. 
 Holys and can-
didates Catherine Gun-
derson of Kearney, Falls 
City native Andrew 
Hall, now of Schuyler, 

and Nathan Vitosh of 
Chase County, interviewed Feb. 
26. 
 Holys will succeed Rita Jo-
hansen, who is retiring after this 
school year. 

Escapee nabbed 
Sunday in Mississippi,
returning to FC jail cell 

court Monday morning.
 “He hasn’t thrown any road 
blocks our way,” said Houser. 
 It is believed Thompson had 
been catching rides at truck stops 
and authorities pinged the cell 
phone he stole from the jailer to 
help track him.
 Houser and the Richardson 
County Sheriff’s Of ce would 
like to thank the U.S. Marshalls 
Fugitive Task Force headed by 
Special Agent Bob Clark, the 
Arkansas State Police, Grant 
County Arkansas Sheriff’s Of-
 ce and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation in both Lincoln 
and Omaha of ces, for all their 
efforts in apprehending Thomp-
son.

Inmate wraps cord
around his neck, 
transported to St. Joe

Lincoln-based  rm opening in FC
Company provides professional employment services

‘etc.’ grand opening
at 10 a.m. Monday

(Please turn to Page 3)

The ‘eyes’ have it. 
The Tigers are growing accustomed to 
big games - but it’s hardly getting old - Sports

Josh Stoller
and the Tigers
come up short 

Monday vs. 
Milford
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 As long as it’s taking 
NFL owners and players 
to decide how to divide 
$9 billion, you’d think 
Congress was doing it.

By Jason Schock and Scott Schock
 A new bridge spanning the Missouri River at Rulo for years 
(decades?) seemed little more than a pipe dream. But as passersby 
can attest, its cranes - not heads - in the clouds these days along 
the river bank. 
 With three of  ve piers completed on the Missouri approach, 
one of four piers on the main span (pictured)  nished and work 
underway on the Nebraska approach, the new bridge is both a vi-
sual and literal concrete reality. Tons upon tons upon tons of con-
crete - some visible, most not - are as you read this busy curing 
into the foundation of a $25 million architectural marvel. One that 
will at least ensure safe travel high above the muddy river waters 
and at most facilitate this area’s passage from economic dispair to 
recovery and  ourish. The latter remains to be seen. This much is 
certain: Wheels will someday soon roll over a new Rulo Bridge. 
Be it two wheels or 12, there’ll be ample room to move. 

(Continued on Page 10)

Jason Schock

Spring forward
March 13!

‘No one is going thirsty’

By Scott Schock
 The consensus Monday night 
at City Hall was that Falls City 
does not need another outlet for 
liquor sales.
 Mayor Tim Hersh, each coun-
cil member present and several 
audience members spoke (or 
voted) against recommending 
a liquor license for the Pamida 
Store in Falls City. The  nal de-
cision, however, is not with the 
council, but with the Nebraska 
Liquor Control Commission.
 The discussion came during 
a public hearing on the Pamida 
application.
 After the hearing, the council 
voted 6-0 against the application. 
Mike Moore, who works at a re-
tail liquor store, abstained and 
council member Brad Campbell 
was not able to attend Monday 
night’s meeting.
 Lawrence (Bo) Kirkend-
all, a trustee at First Christian 
Church, located near the Pami-
da Store, said he believes Falls 
City has plenty of liquor outlets 
so that “no one is going thirsty.” 
Kirkendall said he had nothing 
against Pamida, but that another 
store selling liquor would only 
endanger more lives, especially 
those of young people. “One of 
these days, it’s coming home, 
folks,” Kirkendall said of the 
dangers of alcohol. “I wouldn’t 
want (that) on my hands.”
 Former council member Judy 
Murphy agreed, noting the issue 
had come before the governing 
body before and did not gain 
a favorable recommendation. 
Mrs. Murphy pointed to Falls 
City’s declining population 
and said population is a factor 
weighed by the liquor control 
commissioners.
 “I like Pamida,” Mrs. Mur-
phy said, adding that Barb Sail-
ors does a wonderful job as 

Council votes down Pamida 
application for liquor license

(Please turn to Page 3)

‘SISSY’
screenplay
1 of 9  nalists
in Omaha

manager. But, she said, adding 
Pamida to the list of liquor re-
tailers would be a hardship on 
the locally owned liquor stores 
already in business. She said she 
would write a letter to the liquor 
commissioners and urged others 
to do the same (see her “Sez I” 
in today’s paper).
 Theresa Armbruster, manag-
er of Spirit Shoppe, said there is 
“no way each of us will survive” 
if Pamida were to join the list of 
liquor retailers. “Somebody will 
go out of business.” She said the 
town simply does not have the 
population to support a fourth 
liquor business. Mrs. Armbrust-
er emphasized that her opinion 
was not directed at Pamida.
 City Clerk Gary Jorn read a 
letter received from the Rev. Fay 
Ann Blaylock of First Christian. 
She mentioned the proximity of 
Pamida to the church, but con-
centrated on the effect a Pamida 
license would have on other 
businesses. “Please consider 
the effect this license will have 
on the families who make their 
living with their own locally 
owned liquor stores.  And please 
deny Pamida’s request for a li-
quor license,” she concluded.
 “I agree with the letter and 
those who have spoken against” 
the license, Mayor Hersh said. 
Moore said there is “no way in 
hell we need another liquor li-
cense.”  
 State regulations call for li-
quor outlets not to be located 
within 150 feet of a church (and 
other entities). Pamida is not 
within 150 feet of the Christian 
Church. 
 Trash — the burning and/or 
disposal of it — again received 
council attention. Sutter and 
Campbell placed on the agenda 
a proposed ordinance that would 

Falls City PS
earns of cial
accreditation
 Tim Heckenlively, Superin-
tendent of Schools, announced 
this week that Falls City Public 
Schools was granted District Ac-
creditation from the AdvancED 
Accreditation Commission, the 
national commission that con-
fers the North Central Associa-
tion Commission on Accredita-
tion and School Improvement 
accreditation seal.  
 This means that the district 
and all of its schools are ac-
credited, and that FCPS is rec-
ognized across the nation as a 
quality school system.
  The accreditation process 
involves three ongoing compo-
nents:  1) meeting high quality 
standards; 2) implementing a 
continuous process of improve-
ment; and 3) engaging in quality 
assurance through internal and 
external review. The district’s 
accreditation is for a  ve-year 
term with regular monitoring of 
progress and reporting occur-

(Please turn to Page 5)

Added Closet Space

 The Grand Opening of Yesterday’s Closet’s Annex, named ‘etc.’ 
and located at 1604 Stone St., was held Monday morning. ‘etc.’ 
adjoins Yesterday’s Closet immediately to the south, the former lo-
cation of Tootie’s Art & Frames and houses some new items along 
with your consigned non-clothing, household, sports and exercise 
items - and etc. In addition, Tootie Ebel is returning with an art gal-
lery and will continue her art classes, plus Ryan Schutte will provide 
framing services. The business will be operated by, from left, Kenny 
Strathman, Julie Houser and Penny Roseberry. 

Jason Schock

 The Falls City Schools’ Wall 
of Fame Steering Committee is 
seeking nominations for this 
year’s selection.
 The Wall of Fame is not to 
be confused with the Sports Hall 
of Fame although outstanding 
athletes could be included in the 
nominations.
 The Wall of Fame’s purpose 
is to honor and preserve the his-
tory of those associated with the 
local public school system who 
have contributed meritorious 
service in their particular  eld. 
 This will be the ninth year 
of the project which was started 
by Bob Ferguson and Rex Jones, 
members of the Class of l948.
 Photos and biographies of 
the l4 persons who have been 
selected appear just opposite to 
the main entrance to the High 
School.
  The honoree or honorees 
are chosen by a Selection Com-
mittee which is comprised of 
persons representing different 
eras.
 The person or persons se-
lected will be inducted into the 
Wall of Fame during the High 
School’s Alumni Association’s 
annual dinner meeting at Prich-
ard Auditorium on Sunday, June 
26.
 Wilfred I. “Wil” Ebel, mili-
tary/political advisor, was the 
20l0’s inductee.
 Persons who wish to make 
nominations may obtain the 

Seeking nominees for FCHS Wall of Fame
forms from Bob Ferguson, 250l 
Towle St., phone 402-245-2748.
 April l6, 20ll, is the deadline 
for submitting nominations.

 The names of persons previ-
ously nominated remain on the 
active list of the Selection Com-
mittee.
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The real March Madness 
is in Japan.

 The Humboldt Chamber 
of Commerce’s second annual 
Springfest will be held from 
5-8:30 p.m. Thursday, March 31, 
in and around the town square.
 Many things are being 
planned for this exciting evening. 
Businesses are welcome to stay 
open late and offer spring spe-
cials. There are already enough 
vendors to  ll the  re hall and 
community building around the 
square. Presenters/booth occu-
pants will be found in the south 
room of the Legion Club. Thirty 
vendors are expected to partici-
pate.
 Once again, the ever-popular 
petting zoo will be brought back 
by the Avery family, and, thanks 
to area business sponsors, “The 

Humboldt bids 
farewell to winter
with Springfest

 A scary moment occurred 
Monday afternoon in downtown 
Falls City.
 Assistant FC Police Chieft 
Duane Armbruster said that at 
1:20 p.m. the Police Department 
was noti ed by FC High School 
that a bomb threat had been 
called in to the FC Alternative 
School located at 1707 Stone 
St. 
 The school and neighboring 
buildings were evacuated while 
the FCPD and Nebraska State 
Patrol searched the premises. 
No bomb was found.
 Following an investigation, a 
Falls City juvenile was arrested. 
 Armbruster said the suspect 
is a student at the Alternative 
School, and had been suspended 
Monday morning. The suspect 
is being charged with terroristic 
threats.

Recycling to be
made available
in Sun Mart lot

Earth Day is ap-
proaching! 

   A commit-
tee dedicated 
to helping the 

community think 
about environmen-

tal choices that are made every 
day has met with Carol Ham-
ilton who runs the Recycling 
Center on South Stone Street.  
   Mrs. Hamilton has partnered 
with Randy Gottula and will 
begin offering a recycle station 
in the parking lot of Sun Mart 
on the  rst and third Saturdays 
of each month, starting April 2, 
from 9 a.m. to noon.    
  In addition to cardboard, maga-
zines, catalogs, and newspapers, 
aluminum, tin and glass will be 
accepted. Glass must be sorted: 
brown, green, clear. All food 
containers must be clean and la-
bels removed if possible. Items 
that are not clean will not be ac-
cepted as they contaminate the 
entire load. At this time, plastics 
will not be accepted.
   Aid to senior citizens may be 
arranged as volunteers are orga-
nized.

National Ag Week
- Pages 18-20

$3 million senior housing project
going up south of medical center

 Falls City Economic Development and 
Growth Enterprise (EDGE) is pleased to 
announce Excel Development Group will 
begin construction on a $3 million senior 
housing project in June 2011 south of Com-
munity Medical Center on 31st and Barada 
Street.
   This 12-month construction project, 
which includes eight duplexes, will con-
sist of fourteen 2-bedroom units and two 
3-bedroom units.  Additional project ac-
tivities involve the construction of  ve or 
more market rate homes as well as infra-
structure development, including electric, 
water, storm sewer, sanitary sewer, and 
paving of new streets.
   The Wilderness Falls housing develop-
ment will be all one level and include a 
zero entry design, patio, and attached sin-
gle car garage.  Exterior features will in-
clude partial brick, shutters, landscaping, 
and lawn sprinklers with amenities such as 
a washer and dryer, dishwasher, refrigera-
tor, and microwave in each unit.  Seniors 
will also enjoy a maintenance-free living 
environment.
   “Every community needs choices when 

it comes to senior living facilities,” notes 
EDGE Executive Director Beckie Cromer. 
“Excel Development Group will provide 
Falls City with experienced, innovative de-
velopment and management services that 
will be an added bene t for area seniors 
looking to retire.  In addition, we hope this 
development attracts seniors back to the 
Falls City/Richardson County area. “
   This project is the result of 18 months 
worth of time and effort in a very complex 
process which included many community 
partners and addresses a direct need as out-
lined in the recently completed Falls City 
Housing study.
   “Working with Falls City EDGE really 
made this project possible,” said Paula 
Rhian, Development Director for Excel 
Development Corporation. “Beckie and 
her staff helped us to  nd additional fund-
ing sources and local partners which were 
key in getting both the Federal Home Loan 
Bank grant and the tax credit funding.   In 
this  rst round of funding from the Nebras-
ka Investment Finance Authority only  ve 
projects were selected.  I am so proud as 
a Falls City High School alum to say that 

Wilderness Falls is one of them.”  
   Those directly involved with making this 
project a reality include employees, mem-
bers, and committees of EDGE, the City of 
Falls City, Richardson County, and Com-
munity Medical Center, as well as local re-
altors and Sacred Heart Helping Hands.  
   Wilderness Falls is a great project that 
includes capital investment, infrastructure 
improvement, increased tax base, job cre-
ation, and quality of life improvements, all 
of which are components of economic de-
velopment.  
   Upon successful completion of the Phase I 
Wilderness Falls project, EDGE will begin 
discussions on a potential Phase II senior 
housing development.  In addition, EDGE 
is currently working with an engineering 
 rm, Olsson and Associates, for the master 
planning of the remaining 27 acres south 
of Community Medical Center, which will 
focus on development of single-family res-
idential homes.  
   For more information or to obtain a pre-
application for Wilderness Falls please 
contact Beckie Cromer at 402.245.2105 or 
e-mail director@fallscityedge.com

FCPD responds to 
Monday bomb threat

Soccer rosters, schedules

(Please turn to Page 12)

By Vicki Bielke
   I was asked to write a little 
bit about the disasters that have 
devastated the country of Ja-
pan.  In 2000, I spent a summer 
there under the Fulbright Master 
Teacher program and actually 
traveled around much of Japan.  
My husband, Bob, also joined 
me for a 10-day period, which 
included  ying, riding the sub-
ways, and riding a bullet train to 
the northern part of Japan.   
 Although we spent much of 
our time near Kanazawa along 
the western coast of Japan, we 
did spend a couple of days at 
a school in Hanamaki, which 
is about 50 miles north of Sen-
dai, the quake’s epicenter. I 
have kept in touch with two of 
the ladies I spent considerable 
time with — a native Japanese 
woman (Noriko) and a Danish 
woman (Margreet), who taught 
English lessons in the schools.    
Ironically, just last week Mar-
greet asked me to be her friend 

ARE YOU ALL RIGHT? 
on Facebook and we had just started to communicate a little in that 
mode. I sent her a single sentence as soon we began seeing the re-
ports on the news and here are our conversations to date with the 
last one received Tuesday morning.

 VICKI:  ARE YOU ALL RIGHT?

(Correspondence continued on Page 14)

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
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 We sports nuts are nuts 
- We hate the Jayhawks 
when the Huskers play 
them and now we hope 
they win the Madness. 

 The annual Nebraska Federation of Music 
Clubs Festival was held Saturday, March 19, 
at the First Central Congregational Church in 
Omaha.  
    Participants are required to sing or play 
two memorized solos for judges who rate the 
performance superior, excellent, good or fair.  
For their outstanding work, Kari Kreifels (far 
right), Rachel Stevens (left) and David von 
Behren (middle) were awarded superior in 
voice and David was also awarded a superior 
in piano.
    By virtue of having four or more consec-
utive superiors, all are eligible for the State 
Honors Recital to be held in Bellevue in 
April. 
    In the 35 plus years that Falls City stu-
dents have been competing in the festival, 
Kreifels now has the distinction of 10 years 
of participation, three National Gold Cups 
and the most cumulative points of any voice 
or piano entrant from Falls City during that 

time.
    von Behren, vocal soloist, has performed 
for six years and now has earned his sixth 
consecutive superior and two Gold Cups. 
This marked his third year as a piano soloist 
with all superiors and Gold Cup. As previous-
ly announced, David will also perform in the 
State Honors Recital some of the pieces that 
led him to a scholarship and  rst place award 
in the Nebraska Federation Piano Competi-
tion last month at UNO.
    Rachel has participated for  ve years in 
the vocal competition and has earned a Gold 
Cup and the honor of appearing on the State 
Recital.  She previously earned Gold Cups 
for piano and theory.
    Accompanist for the students was Glenda 
von Behren. Vocal soloists are the students of 
Mildred Appleoff-Marsh and David’s piano 
instructor is Dr. Ediger of Peru State Col-
lege.

MusiciansSuperior

 Students who participated 
in the recent Hoops and Jump 
Rope for Heart event raised 
$5,337.84.
 A total of 105 envelopes 
were turned in resulting in the 
huge donation for the American 
Heart Association.
 The event was held Feb. 13 
at the Falls City Middle School.  
Joe Dunn served as coordinator, 
while Stacey Hollens was the 
PIE chairperson.
 Notes were sent home with 
children in grades K-5.  Those 
who returned the permission 
slips were allowed to take enve-
lopes home for either Hoops or 
Jump Rope and some collected 
money for both.
 PIE donated the drinks and 
snacks that were provided to 
each participant the day of the 
event.  PIE members helped with 
games and collecting packets on 
that day.  Prizes were awarded to 
students for  rst place in games 
and a drawing was also held.  
Prizes were donated by PIE, 
Subway and Sonic. 

Students earn 
nearly $5,338 for 
Heart Association

 The ongoing nuclear power 
plant crisis in Japan has been the 
focus of the world for the past 
week, and has raised the ques-
tion of whether or not United 
States nuclear reactors are oper-
ating safely. A total of 104 reac-
tors operate in the United States 
and  the Nebraska Public Power 
District operates the Cooper 
Nuclear Station in Brownville.
 While there has been a vast 
amount of reporting regard-
ing the safety of nuclear power 
plants, of cials with NPPD 
are con dent that Cooper is a 
safe operation. “We absolutely 
believe that Cooper is operat-
ing safely for the protection of 
the public and workers,” said 
NPPD’s interim CEO and Presi-
dent John McClure. “We under-
stand the anxiety that some peo-
ple have over this, but if they 
listen to the experts, they should 
feel comfortable with nuclear 
operations in this country.”
 McClure added that the situ-
ation in Japan is being watched 
closely by all nuclear power 
plant operators. Details have 
thus far been limited, but when 
available will be an asset to the 
industry. “Once we get a better 
understanding of what has hap-

NPPD: Cooper plant
‘operating safely for the
protection of the public’

pened in Japan and the lessons 
learned from this unfortunate 
situation, it should enhance the 
existing high level of safety of 
the nuclear operations in our 
country,” he added.

What happened in Japan
 The crisis in Japan began on 
March 11 when a 9.0 earthquake 
was recorded along the north-
eastern coast of Japan. Once the 
earthquake was detected, the 
operating reactors at the Fuku-
shima Daiichi and Fukushima 
Daiini nuclear plants shut down 
automatically, as they are de-
signed. Offsite alternating cur-
rent (AC) power, which powers 
some of the safety systems, was 
subsequently lost. The station’s 
backup diesel generators and 
other related equipment were 
also damaged when the tsunami 
struck the coastline.
 The Tokyo Electric Power 
Company was unable to pump 
cooling water into the reactors 
and used fuel pools as designed 
due to the loss of AC power and 
damage to emergency equip-
ment. Injections of seawater 
were done as a method to cool 
the fuel. Venting of hydrogen 
gas build up was done that led 

(Please turn to Page 14)

 A U.S. District Judge dismissed John Lotter’s most recent appeal 
of his conviction in the 1993 Teena Brandon murder case.
 Judge Richard Kopf refused to hear the appeal, saying the con-
viction had been reviewed numerous times and that Lotter had been 
well represented by his attorneys.  
 Lotter was convicted of the murders of Brandon, 21, Phillip 
DeVine, 22, and Lisa Lambert, 24, in a Humboldt-area farmhouse.  
Brandon, who represented herself as a male while in Richardson 
County, had accused Lotter and Thomas Nissen of raping her.
 Authorities alleged that Lotter and Nissen drove to the farm-
house to confront Brandon, who was stabbed and shot.  Lambert 
and DeVine also died of gunshot wounds.
 Nissen testi ed against Lotter and was sentenced to life in pris-
on.  Four years ago, Nissen changed his story and said that he, not 
Lotter, had  red the gun.
 In his decision, Judge Kopf found that Nebraska would be justi-
 ed in carrying out Lotter’s death sentence.     

Lotter appeal rejected

By Scott Schock
 After a detailed report from 
members of the Falls City Ball-
park Improvement Committee, 
the city council Monday night 
unanimously voted to support 
the project and fund-raising ef-
fort.
 The motion by Councilman 
Jerry Oliver did not commit any 
city funds to the major renova-
tion project, but did allow for 
that discussion to take place at a 
later time.
 Former Mayor Rod Vande-
berg, who is heading the fund-
raising effort, addressed Mayor 
Tim Hersh and the council 
members, describing the base-
ball/softball complex as “key 
and very important city assets.”  
Noting the near constant sum-
mer activity at the ball  elds, 
Vandeberg said they are in “se-
rious need of considerable reno-
vation.”
 Eleven  summer leagues in-
volving nearly 600 young play-
ers populate the Dallas Jones 
Park  elds, Vandeberg said.  He 
described those  elds as “very 
run down and poorly drained 
diamonds.”
 Better facilities, he said, 
would translate into more vis-
iting teams, more tournaments 
and thus more business for local 
merchants.
 The Ballpark Executive  
Committee, made up of Vande-
berg, Brian Poppe, Cindy Scott, 
Kory Huppert and Kevin Ma-
lone, previously met with the 
Park Board and that group rec-

Council endorses ballpark idea
ommended an appearance be-
fore the council.
 Vandeberg said a community-
wide meeting (at Prichard Audi-
torium) to explain the project 
and the need is in the planning 
stages.  Should the community 
attitude be positive, a “carefully 
orchestrated fund-raising cam-
paign” would follow, he said.  
Any organized fund-raising 
would include The Richardson 
Foundation.
 In the past two to three years, 
$60,421.23 has been raised for 
the project.
 Landscapes Unlimited, Lin-
coln, the  rm that designed and 
coordinated the improvements 
at Jug Brown Stadium, has com-
pleted a study and recommend-
ed a project scope and estimated 
costs.  As recommended, the 

cost would be slightly more than 
$2.5 million.
 Vandeberg said the commit-
tee is open minded about trim-
ming the project in case the 
costs are “more than this com-
munity wants to spend.”
 He said the committee plans 
to raise as much as possible 
from private sources, including 
grants.  
 Poppe and Huppert then 
gave a power point presentation 
that provided project speci cs.  
Journal reporter Jim Langan 
provided details about the pre-
sentation in the March 10 Jour-
nal.
 Poppe noted that Falls City’s 
Recreation program is unique.  
Renovating the ballpark com-

(Please turn to Page 3)

25 years ago, NEEbraska BBall was born -
Danny Nee was hired at NU

Big Red
Recruiting Report

Taylor Martinez improving his relationship 
with teammates, impressing coaches   — Sports, Page 11
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elia,
erican Icon

 When 10-year-old Amelia Mary Earhart saw her  rst 
plane at a state fair, she was not impressed. “It was a thing 
of rusty wire and wood and looked not at all interesting,” she 
said. It wasn’t until Earhart attended a stunt- ying exhibition, 
almost a decade later, that she became seriously interested 
in aviation. The rest is history. And that history was cele-
brated by Ahren Ebel, a FC Sacred Heart fourth grader who 
portrayed the Atchison (Kan.)-born American icon at the 
school’s Nebraska History Night last Thursday. Confused? 
Well, Ahren, daughter of Brad and Sue Ebel, owns a Kansas 
address, hence celebrated the life of her home state’s most 
famous native daughters.

MORE ON PAGE 10. 

Jason Schock

Spring has sprung!
Great deals: Pages 15-17

 The Richardson County 
Commissioners, meeting in reg-
ular session Tuesday, March 22, 
approved a funding request from 
the Richardson County Visitor’s 
Committee for the purchase of 
an outdoor movie screen, pro-
jector and sound system.
 The proposal was in the 
amount of $3,000.
 As part of approval, the board 
will contact the committee to 
request that they inform each of 
the area communities that this 
equipment would be available 
for their use.
 The request was made so 
that movies could be shown at 
various Falls City events where 
concessions could be sold.
 Sheriff Randy Houser in-
formed the board that Jeff Fred-
erick has been selected as a full-
time deputy sheriff, effective 
April 1.  Houser said vehicle 
maintenance is being done, as 
well as video equipment updates 
in the Sheriff’s of ce and jail.  
He requested the withdrawal of 
a request for a resolution that 
would have provided for a spe-
ci c salary for uncerti ed dep-
uty sheriffs until such time that 
they became certi ed.  A legal 
review determined this would 
not be in the best interests of the 
county.
 Sealed bids for the purchase 
of equipment tires were opened.  
Several bids were received, in-
cluding two from Richardson 
County businesses:  Harmon’s 
OK Tire, Falls City, and Koch’s, 
Dawson.  The bids were ac-
cepted for further review by the 
County Road Department.
 Highway Supt. Scott Hup-
pert provided his weekly report.  
Bridge repairs and upcoming 
inspections were discussed.  
The board moved to enter into 
agreement with Mainelli Wag-
ner & Associates to provide en-
gineering services for the Ver-

Coming soon! 
Screen, projector, sound

don North bridge project.
 Commissioners David Sick-
el, Bill Ely and Jim Davidson 
held a public hearing for the 
determination of fair market 
value of Lot 1, Bakers Subdivi-
sion, City of Falls City.  LaMarr 
Matthes and Carol Bentley were 
present to offer their support for 
the county to offer the property 
for sale to the highest bidder.
 After 20 minutes, the public 
hearing was closed and the board 
moved to advertise and offer the 
property for sale to the highest 
bidder on April 12, 2011, at 11 
a.m. 
 A public hearing was also 
held regarding a loan proposal 
as presented by the Pawnee Area 
Regional Revolving Loan Fund 
for Den’s Country Meats, Table 
Rock, for the purchase of equip-
ment in the amount of $15,000.
 No one from the public ap-
peared at the hearing.  Kevin 
Burnison of SENDD was avail-
able to offer information.  
 Gary Jones of Jones Air Con-
ditioning, Inc., presented a pro-
posal for replacing the air con-
ditioning and boiler systems in 
the Courthouse.  His proposal 
was taken under advisement.
 Courthouse maintenance 
items were reviewed with Tam-
mie Beckner.

 A reminder that a recycle sta-
tion will be located in the Sun 
Mart parking lot on the  rst and 
third Saturdays of each month, 
beginning April 2, from 9 a.m. 
until noon.
 Cardboard, magazines, cata-
logs, newspapers, aluminum, 
tin and glass will be accepted.  
Glass must be sorted:  brown, 
green, clear.  All food contain-
ers must be clean and labels re-
moved if possible.  Items that are 
not clean will not be accepted.  
At this time, plastics will not be 
accepted.
 This recycling opportunity is 
made possible through a partner-
ship involving Randy Gottula of 
Sun Mart and Carol Hamilton of 
the Recycling Center. 

Recycle at Sun Mart
this Saturday, April 2

Gruber family keys Herzog project
By Beckie Cromer
EDGE Executive Director
 An appreciation event, host-
ed by Falls City EDGE, was 
held at Herzog in Falls City on 
Wednesday, March 23.
 Herzog’s management team, 
Jerry Caylor, Kenny Newville 
and Sam Cobb, welcomed com-
munity leaders and the Gruber 
family as they highlighted the 
newly constructed three-plus 
miles of track completed east of 
the Herzog facility in the fall of 
2010.
 This substantial investment 
was made possible thanks to the 
Gruber family, who generously 
sold 60 acres to accommodate 
Herzog’s current needs, as well 
as give Herzog the opportunity 
for future growth.
 “The Gruber family is the 
star of today’s event,” Newville 
said.  “They were a great partner 
to work with and without their 
cooperation we couldn’t have 
expanded the track and doubled 
our storage capacity.”
 Herzog’s Railcar Shop in 
Falls City provides expert, cost 
effective railcar repair services 
for railroads and leasing compa-
nies, as well as their own  eet 
of railcars.  Falls City’s location 
on the Union Paci c and Burl-
ington Northern Santa Fe lines 
makes this an ideal site for Her-
zog, whose railcar repair facili-
ties are fully equipped to handle 
most any repair maintenance 
service.
 They provide preventive 
maintenance, wheel replace-
ment, car modi cations and 

exterior and interior painting.  
These state-of-the-art equipped 
shops are AAR M-1003 and 
M-214 certi ed.
 Herzog purchased the Falls 
City location in 1998 and has 
made tremendous improve-
ments to the facility and Caylor, 
General Manager of Railcar Re-
pair Shops, said “Falls City cur-
rently has 40 employees work-
ing on two shifts and we are in 
need of hiring six to eight more 
employees with welding experi-
ence.”
 Newville, Herzog’s civil en-
gineer responsible for designing 

the layout of the track, stated 
that before the three-plus mile 
expansion, Herzog could only 
store up to 180 cars and now, 
thanks to the expansion, they are 
able to store and switch out ap-
proximately 425 cars, doubling 
Herzog’s storage capabilities.  
 Herzog is able to provide 
maintenance to more cars and 
conduct business in a more ef -
cient manner, and with railroad 
maintenance budgets currently 
at record levels, this expansion 
project looks to be very produc-
tive. 

 Mrs. Deb Avery,  rst grade 
teacher at HTRS Schools, was 
name Outstanding Elementary 
Teacher Award at the annual 
Nebraska Rural and Community 
Schools Association conference 
in Kearney on March 24.  
 The following was read dur-
ing the presentation to Mrs. Av-
ery:
 “The recipient of this year’s 
Outstanding Elementary Teach-
er Award is cited for demon-
strating outstanding creativity, 
passion, dedication, and effec-
tiveness in the classroom the 
past 20 years. This teacher uses 
multiple methods to reach ev-
ery child in the classroom, from 
 ash cards to singing to dancing. 
This teacher is recognized for 
her deep care about everyone in 
her school. Her habit of writing 
notes of encouragement to oth-
ers who might be struggling or 
have a tough decision to make is 
especially appreciated. She has 
also served as a role model for 
fellow teachers, often sharing 
ideas that work for her.”
 HTRS Schools congratulates 
Mrs. Avery on her award.  

Deb Avery earns
NRCSA Award

Mrs. Avery

 From left: Jerry Caylor, Herzog’s General Manager of Railcar Repair Shops, Dan and Delmar Gruber. 

Omaha’s mayor is 
thinking about putting a 
tax on toilet paper, but 
it’s our guess he’ll  nally 
 ush that idea.

SE Cons.,
Peru St. grad
doing profound
work in  eld
of marine 
parasitology

25 years ago: Congress said
Medicare was facing bankruptcy
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 In the Royal wed-
ding, we hope all the 
queen’s horses and all 
the queen’s men do a 
better job than they did 
on Humpty Dumpty.

 The Richardson County Arts and Humanities Council is 
thrilled to announce that new audio-visual equipment is up 
and running in the Stalder Gallery at the Falls City Library and 
Arts Center.  
 To showcase the new equipment, the council has asked 
Lori Gottula, Sissy (Christina) Georges, and Angel Ralph to 
give their presentation about the SISSY story, and to show the 
YouTube video that promotes the project.
   The trio will give their presentation at the library in two dif-
ferent sessions on Friday night, April 15, to allow for varying 
schedules. The  rst presentation is at 5:30 p.m., and the sec-
ond is scheduled for 7.  
   Lori Gottula is a local writer who occasionally writes feature 
articles for the Journal. She has been working on the SISSY 
book and screenplay for nearly two years now.
   The book and screenplay are both based on the true story 
of Angel and Sissy’s lives, focusing on their mother-daughter 
relationship. Sissy is legally blind, and is a champion barrel-
racer, and Angel is her mother.  In 2003, Sissy became the  rst 
handicapped person in history to reach the  nals of the Na-
tional Barrel Horse Association’s World Barrel Racing Cham-
pionships.
   “This is the most phenomenal true story I’ve ever heard,” 
Gottula said. “Sissy is my inspiration every day.  And Angel?  
Well, if every mother was as devoted to her children as Angel 
is, this world would be a very different place.”  
   The three women hope to have the project completed by 
this summer, when Lori will begin aggressively marketing the 
book to publishing companies.  
   “We spent an entire year doing videotaped interviews a 
few days each week,” Gottula said. “I got to know these two 
women better than most people know their own family mem-
bers. Otherwise, I couldn’t tell this story like it deserves to be 

SISSY to be presented April 15 
at the FC Library & Arts Center

(Please turn to Page 10)

Off and running...
Track season is underway - Page 11

Nikki McKim Photo

Amateur Shooting Dog Championship

Please turn to Page 18

 “The sport itself juxtaposes modern-
day life...in one regard, horses are the 
main mode of transportation ...while in 

another, a look west towards the horizon 
and one could easily see the turbines of 
the Flat Water Wind Farm.”

at Hilltop Farm

Council OKs lease/purchase
of hydro-vacuum excavator
By Scott Schock
 Acting upon recommenda-
tions from the Board of Public 
Works and Utilities Supt. Alan 
Romine, the city council vot-
ed Monday night to approve a 
lease/purchase agreement for a 
machine that will enhance exca-
vation work without threatening 
buried lines and cables.
 The agreement calls for the 
six-month lease of a Ditch Witch 
vacuum excavator at a cost of 
$11,850.  At the end of that pe-
riod, the city would have the 
option to purchase the $44,500 
machine.  Ninety percent of the 
lease fee ($10,665) would be 
applied to the purchase price.
 Romine and City Adminis-
trator Gary Jorn spoke about the 
potential value of the excavator  
to city workers.  On one hand, 
the machine would signi cantly 
diminish the need for digging 
by hand.  At the same time, the 
excavator should not damage 
buried lines and cables.
 The machine employs water 
pressure and a vacuum system 
to remove dirt, gravel, etc., and 
deposit it in a tank that can later 
be emptied.  Romine suggested 
a 500-gallon tank.
 With so many utilities — in-
cluding expensive  ber optic ca-
ble — underground, city crews 
have had to dig by hand in or-
der to prevent damage.  This is 
a time consuming and work in-
tensive process.  The excavator 
will be used on a variety of jobs, 
including cleaning potholes for 
repair.
 Jorn said some capital pur-
chases will not be made in order 
to pay for the machine.  Costs 
will be shared by all utility de-
partments, should a purchase 
be deemed worthwhile.  The 
majority of the purchase price 
would be included in next year’s 
budget.
 Councilman Ryan Rieschick 
said he has used vacuum exca-
vators in his business and found 
them to be effective and valu-
able.
  Jorn presented departmental 

reports, noting that crews are 
preparing for summer projects, 
including cleaning and re-seed-
ing in parks and street repairs.  
He said the street sweeper has 
covered all roadways in town.
 In other developments, the 
council:
 —Approved on a 6-1 vote 
a request from Charles Kreif-
els for a “curb-cut” at 609 W. 
19th, where he will construct a 
garage.  Council member Mike 
Moore voted “no.”
 —Voted in favor of the  -
nal reading of an ordinance to 
amend the Housing Board sec-
tion of city code to include the 
Landlord Tenant Acts.  Also ap-
proved were second readings of 
amendments regarding garbage, 
refuse, waste or rubbish removal 
and membership on the EDGE 
board (mayor and council presi-
dent as voting members; admin-
istrator ex-of cio member).
 —Approved on  rst reading 
an ordinance to vacate Huber 
Road between 19th and 21st 
Streets.
 —Authorized the rental of 
Prichard Auditorium for the An-
ders Erickson and Jessica Lip-
pold wedding reception on Sept. 
10.  Alcohol will be sold at the 

 The Richardson County 
Commissioners met with other 
county of cials and department 
heads on March 29 to discuss 
budget concerns.
 Problems are expected in pre-
paring the  scal year 2011-12 
budget because of the anticipat-
ed elimination of approximately 
$83,000 in state aid funding. A 
suggestion was made that the 
board determine a percentage 
amount that each department 
should try to reduce their bud-
gets.
 A discussion was held on the 
status of the Armory building 
acquired by the county last year.  
According to the commission-
ers, the property was purchased 
for future use and until that time 
it is needed, they would consid-
er ideas for its use and mainte-
nance.
 The 2010 audit report was 
reviewed with the of cials and 
department heads.  County At-
torney Bob Meyer said some 
concern arose regarding separa-
tion of duties, but with the size 
of the county it is sometimes im-
possible to completely accom-
plish this. Meyer also stressed 
the importance of making sure 
there is a paper trail for account-
ability purposes.
 Commissioners Dave Sick-
el, Bill Ely and Jim Davidson 
thanked the group for their atten-
tion to the problems the county 
may face and for their coopera-
tion.
 Pam Armknect of SENCA 
presented information about the 

County
anticipates
$83,000 loss
in state aid

(Please turn to Page 3)

(Please turn to Page 3)

Kindergarten round-up
at North Elementary
 Falls City North Elementary 
School kindergarten round-up 
will be Friday, April 15.
 If you have a child that will be 
5 years of age by Oct. 15, 2011, 
and have not received a round-
up noti cation letter, please call 
402-245-2712 to register your 
child. 

 The National Weather Ser-
vice and Richardson County 
Emergency Management will 
hold a Storm Spotters Training 
on Tuesday, April 19, 2011.  
   The event will be held at 
Country Catering, 71085 651 
Blvd., north of Falls City be-
ginning at 7 p.m.  The public 
is invited.  
   Any questions should be di-
rected to the Richardson Coun-
ty Emergency Management 
Agency at 402/245-3054.

Storm Spotters
training April 19...what happened to Mitch?

So...
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   Richardson County Emergen-
cy Management will sponsor a 
Flood Management Training 
- Levee Basics - Sandbagging 
Criteria class on Saturday, April 
30.  
   This class will be located at 
the Rulo Auditorium in Rulo 
from 8:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.  Anyone 
interested in learning basics of 
levee protection systems, how 
to recognize potential breaches, 
how to organize sand bagging 
teams, criteria behind sand bag-
ging and demonstrations on 
mechanical devices to  ll sand 
bags is urged to attend.  
   This course is open and avail-
able to the public. The morning 
session will consist of classroom 
instruction and the afternoon 
session will take the principles 
and procedures taught in class-
room instructions and apply 
them during a “hands on”  eld 
training exercise.  Registration 
is requested to accommodate 
for needed materials. Please call 
the Richardson County Emer-
gency Management Agency for 
any questions and to register at 
402/245-3054.

Flood training
April 30 in Rulo

 “Take Pride in America Day” 
is a day for people to get outside 
and contribute their time and 
energy to making a difference in 
our state parks and wildlife ar-
eas.  
   It is a national partnership 
established by the U.S. Depart-

‘Take Pride’ event at Verdon Lake

 The 2nd Annual Empty Bowls Luncheon was held on Wednes-
day, April 6. There were a wide variety of soups provided and the 
event was a tremendous success. Kim Bradley, left, from Careage 
Estates had the most votes with her Chicken Noodle Soup. The 
luncheon raised over $2,000 for the Falls City Backpack Program, 
which provides 38 backpacks to students from North and South 
Schools in Falls City for 34 weeks during the school year. Each 
backpack costs $200 for the school year. This program, directed 
by Chuck Whitney of Southeast Nebraska Communications, helps 
ensure their families have something to eat over the weekend.
 “We want to thank everyone who provided soups for the lun-
cheon: A & G Restaurant, Careage Estates, Community Medical 
Center, CrossWinds Restaurant, Falls City Care Center, Great Chi-
na Buffet, One Stop Café, Runza, Terri Jo’s Family Restaurant, Don 
Wilhide from SNC, Jim Wisdom from SNC, Falls City Schools, and 
Susan Reiger,” Whitney said. 
 “We want to thank the area community for the support of the 
Falls City Backpack Program.”
 If you would like more information about the program or would 
like to make a donation, please contact Debbie Witt or Chuck Whit-
ney at 402-245-4451.

ment of the Interior to encour-
age and empower volunteers to 
improve our parks, lakes, wild-
life areas and cultural and his-
toric sites.
   Anyone can volunteer and 
pitch in on Take Pride in Ameri-
ca Day. Volunteers under the age 
of 19 must have parental permis-
sion, and the range of volunteer 
projects will be limited.
   Take Pride Day is designed for 
individuals who wish to make 
a one-time contribution to our 
parks system and for groups 
such as service clubs and youth 
organizations to play a valuable 
proprietorship role in parks in 
their areas.
   Verdon Lake State Recreation 
Area near Verdon will be the fo-
cus of such an event this year on 
Saturday, May 7.  Start time is 
9 a.m. and will  nish at the vol-
unteer’s discretion or by 4 p.m.  
Activities include cutting trees, 
wood chipping, cleaning and 
painting restrooms, picking up 
trash, cleaning grills, and paint-
ing and repairing picnic tables.  
A lunch will be served for the 
volunteers that will include buf-
falo burgers.  
   Pre-registration is required by 
Wednesday, May 4, to ensure a 
correct count for the lunch.  For 
more information and to pre-
register you may call the Indian 
Cave State Park of ce at 402-
883-2575.             
   Come rain or shine and bring 
your work gloves, seasonal 
clothing, sunscreen and insect 
spray.  If you have any pruners, 
lopers or rakes that would also 
be helpful. No park entry permit 
is required for the volunteers. 

By Jason Schock
 When the argument was 
made regarding location of the 
new Falls City Aquatic Park, 
proponents of its current 30th 
street site made reference to the 
beauti cation of one of the city’s 
main arteries and the impres-
sion of progressive community 
growth the facility would have 
on travelers descending south 
on Highway 73 onto Harlan St.
 How right they were, but not 
solely in a symbolic sense. Next 
came the $21 million Communi-
ty Medical Center, which greets 
visiting eyes with its impressive 
clock tower. In June of this year, 
a $3 million senior housing fa-
cility will move into the north 
Barada Street neighborhood, as 
well, and just last week Dave 
Nachtigal and Personal Care, 
Inc., of cially unveiled their 
new respitory supplies of ce - a 
remarkable remodel of a former 
 lling station - along Old High-
way 73. 
 The term “health care indus-
try” may not carry the best of 
connotations nation-wide these 
days, but on Falls City’s north 
side, healthy living has proven 
quite industrious, indeed, and 
in the span of a few years has 
remade the face of perhaps the 
city’s most important corridor. 
 And it’s only  tting that 
Nachtigal be involved. He’s 
a therapist, not a surgeon, but 
he’s keen on giving community-
building facelifts. His Fitness 
Center since 2003 has helped 
remake the corner of 18th and 
Stone Streets downtown. 
 Like the Fitness Center, 
Nachtigal’s remodel of the old 
gas station is  rst-rate - aston-
ishingly so for anybody who 
walked through the building’s 

doors before he took ownership 
last August.
 “The location (to the hospital) 
was important,” Nachtigal said, 
“but the opportunity to renovate 
the old gas station was a major 
deal for me, personally. I really 
wanted to maintain the look of 
the gas station.” 
 Minus gas tanks, mission ac-
complished, thanks in large part 

to the preservation of the large 
garage bin doors
 Inside, however, with the 
help of many local contractors, 
especially Palmer Construction, 
the facility is almost unrecog-
nizable. 
 Some 50 builders and support 
staff members were welcomed 

Room to grow, room to breathe
Dave Nachtigal,
Personal Care, Inc.,
 nish renovation of
old  lling station

 The Nachtigal’s: Dave and Laurie, and children London (6) and 
Brogan (7). 

(Please turn to Page 13)

Jason Schock

Earth day event Friday at library;
SISSY presentation at 5:30, 7 p.m.
 Celebrate Earth Day at the 
Falls City Library and Arts Cen-
ter from 3:30-5 p.m. Friday, 
April 15.  Children of all ages 
are invited to attend a fun and 
educational afternoon.
 Stations that will be includ-
ed:  Recycling; Garbage; Trash 
Burning; Green Cleaning; Art; 
How to Plant Some Food; and 
Energy Demonstrations, Con-
servation.
 For each book read, children 
may enter a drawing for a solar 
powered backpack.  The draw-
ing will be held at the end of 
“Summer Camp.”  This back-
pack collects energy to power 
up iPods and cell phones and is 
really cool!
 Preschool children must be 
accompanied by a parent or 
caregiver.
 The program is sponsored by 
the “Earth Day, Every Day” com-
mittee and partners:  Friends of 
the Library; Richardson County 
Arts and Humanities Council; 
Falls City Sanitation; Natural 
Resources District; and Carol 
Hamilton.

 Lori Gottula, Sissy (Chris-
tina) Georges and Angel Ralph 
will give their presentation 
about the SISSY story on Friday 
night, April 15, at 5:30 p.m. and 
again at 7 o’clock in the Stalder 
Gallery at the Falls City Library 
and Arts Center.

 The Center’s new audio-vi-
sual equipment will be used.
 Sissy Georges, Angel’s 
daughter, is legally blind, yet 
is the  rst handicapped person 
ever to reach the  nals of the 
National Barrel Horse Asso-
ciation’s World Barrel Racing 
Championships.
 Lori is writing a book about 
this remarkable story and con-
tinues to re ne her screenplay.
 If you haven’t seen the cur-
rent art show that’s hanging in 
the Stalder Gallery at the Falls 
City Library and Arts Center, be 
sure to drop by the library be-
fore Saturday, April 16.
 The show, titled “Meaning 
and Metaphor,” is a solo show 
by Council Bluffs artist Marcia 
Joffee-Bouska and it features 
bold mosaic designs in brilliant 
colors. Several of the pieces are 
offered for sale, so collectors are 
encouraged to stop by as well 
during regular library hours.

 Falls City North Elementary 
School’s kindergarten round up 
is Friday, April 15. If you have a 
child who will be 5 years of age 
by Oct. 15, 2011, and have not 
received a round up noti cation 
letter, please call 402-245-2712 
to register your child.

Kindergarten 
round-up Friday

Jack Munford, Eagle Scout

 And to think we’re pay-
ing Congressmen $175,000 to 
play a de cit-cutting version 
of “My dad can whip your 
dad!”

 Donald E. Murphy, 54, of 
Falls City was sentenced to no 
less than 10 years in the Ne-
braska Dept. of Corrections for 
committing a 
sex crime last 
fall.
 In District 
Court Tues-
day morning, 
Judge Daniel 
Bryan sen-
tenced Mur-
phy to no less 
than 10 years but no more than 
15 years in penitentiary with 
credit for jail time served of 211 
days. The sentence also stated 
that Murphy will be required to 
register as a sexual offender for 
life under Nebraska law.
 Murphy was found guilty of 
attempted sexual assault in the 
 rst degree stemming – a class 
III felony. According to the ar-
rest af davit,  led by FC Police 
Chief John Caverzagie, Mur-
phy entered a residence at 523 
E. 24th St. during the morning 
hours of Sept. 23, removed the 
clothing of an adult female while 
she slept and began engaging in 
a sexual act. The alleged victim 
awoke and angrily pushed Mur-
phy away. The property owner, 
Kevin Richey, corroborated the 
claim. Police arrested Murphy 
at his Lane Street residence later 
that same night. 
 This is Murphy’s third stint 
in prison. He served 1 1/2 years 
on three misdemeanor counts of 
sexual assault of a child. He was 
released July 16, 2008. He pre-
viously served  ve months in 
1996 on charges of contributing 
to the delinquency of a minor 
and DUI.
 Also in District Court Tues-
day was Michael R. Thompson, 
36, originally of Hampton, AK. 
Thompson appeared for an en-
try of plea hearing. 
 Thompson is being charged 
with escape – a class III felony 

By Lori Gottula
 On Monday, April 25, the Rich-
ardson County Arts and Humanities 
Council will open one of its most ex-
citing exhibitions to date. The opening 
will showcase the art collection that 
was recently donated to the Richard-
son County Community Foundation 
by Richardson County Bank and the 
Morehead families.
 The opening begins at 7 p.m. in 
the Stalder Art Gallery at the Falls 
City Library and Arts Center with 
remarks from an RCB&T representa-
tive. A reception will follow, allowing 
for plenty of time to view the art col-
lection. The event is free and open to 
the public.
 According to Christina Wertenberg-
er, curator of the gallery, the collection 
is one of tremendous importance to the community 
foundation, and the library.
 “This collection that will help put us on the map 
in the art world,” she said. “Next year, we will loan 
one of the Falter works to the Great Plains Art Mu-
seum in Lincoln. When other venues ask to borrow 

pieces from your collection, you know you’ve earned 
respect as a gallery. Our visibility in the regional art 
world has just grown, thanks to The Foundation, and 
to Richardson County Bank.”
 For more info, contact Christina at (402) 245-
6034.  
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RCB&T Art Exhibit

By Jim Langan
The Falls City Board of Edu-

cation met in regular session 
Wed., April 13, in the Central 
Of ce at the Middle School.
 District 56 Superintendent 
Tim Heckenlively discussed 
the current legislation being de-
bated in the Unicameral and the 
impact it will have on Falls City 
Public Schools. 
 The Nebraska Department of 
Education released the modeling 
numbers of LB 235, the school 
 nance bill, and the preliminary 
numbers are based on the $822 
state aid bill approved by the ed-
ucation committee. Supt. Heck-
enlively reminded the BOE to be 
cautious, however, about these 
preliminary numbers as the bill 
goes to the  oor for debate. 
 “We know several Senators 
still want the bill to be closer to 
the $810 million  gure, so the 
debates over the next month will 
be critical,” stated Heckenliv-
ely. 
 The initial outlook is that 
FCPS is looking at a $461,163 
loss for the 2011-12  scal year. 
With the passage of the Educa-
tion Jobs Bill, state aid will in-
crease for the current  scal year 
by nearly $182,000, so when 
the two years are compared the 
true loss for FCPS based on LB 
235 modeling is approximately 
$281,000. 
 The state also capped Basic 
Allowable Growth Rate for all 
school districts at zero-percent. 
All schools, on the other hand, 
will have access to additional 
growth of two-percent of its ad-
justed expenditures if the school 
district has 2010-11 Unused 
Budget Authority that is greater 
than or equal to the amount of 
the two-percent growth. 
 “This calculation will cap 
FCPS budget growth at $329,629 
for the 2011-12 budget,” said 
Heckenlively. “This is a positive 
as the cap in budget authority 
will cause many districts a hard-
ship if they do not have unused 
budget authority.” 
 FCPS has a budget authority 
of $2.5 million for 2010-11. 
 In other news: 
 — Guest presenters Pat 

FCPS looking at
$281,000 in lost aid

Ryan and Sheri Schonka with 
ALICAP informed the BOE and 
attended guests about the cover-
age the pool provides the school 
district on an annual basis. ALI-
CAP covers $5 billion worth of 
property in the state of Nebraska 
with equal coverage being pro-
vided to each member district. 
 The pool was formed and en-
dorsed by the Nebraska Associ-
ation of School Boards (NASB) 
in September of 1990 and ini-
tially just provided its original 
32-member districts/ESUs with 
Worker’s Compensation cover-
age.
 Since then ALICAP has 
grown to nearly 150 school dis-
tricts/ESUs across Nebraska. 
The pool is now more expansive 
with ALICAP now covering 
General Liability, Automobile, 
Liability and Physical Damage 
and Crime and Employee Dis-
ability. 
 “It’s designed for Nebraska 
public schools and they all have 
the same equal coverage,” said 
Ryan regarding the functionality 
of the pool. 
 – Supt. Heckenlively report-
ed the demolition of the high 
school auxiliary gym  oor is to 
begin next Monday, April 25. 
“This gives us a chance to get 
through prom and the alumni 
(basketball) tournament, while 
being up and running for sum-
mer camps,” said Heckenliv-
ely. The project is expected to 
take  ve weeks. Midwest Floor 
Covering Inc. is in charge of the 
project.
 – Judi Carter attended the 
AdvancED Summit in Chicago, 
IL, in March and provided a re-
port at a March 30 steering com-
mittee meeting. At the March 30 
meeting, the committee focused 
on restructuring and address-
ing the  rst steps of the Break-
through School Improvement 
Model, along with a plan to 
formalize a systematic district-
wide approach for continuous 
improvement at all levels. 
 – Carter noted some high-
lights and recognitions FCPS 
from her trip to Chicago: FCPS 

(Please turn to Page 2)

Jason Schock

Council okays 
new position
By Scott Schock
 The city council, meeting in 
regular session with Mayor Tim 
Hersh Monday evening, voted 
unanimously to approve the 
creation of a Production Man-
ager position at the local Power 
Plant.
 Utilities Supt. Alan Romine 
introduced the topic and gave a 
brief description of the job de-
scription.
 City Clerk Gary Jorn said that 
the change would result in one 
fewer position at the plant and 
thus would have to be negoti-
ated with the employees’ union.  
The council motion also autho-
rized  talks with the union.  
 A study conducted by Rom-
ine indicated the position would 
pay much like that of an engi-
neer in a comparable plant.  It 
was noted during the meeting 
that the position held by long-
time plant employee Ron Timo-
thy, who retired about two years 
ago, has remained vacant.
 At the beginning of Mon-
day’s meeting, both Mayor 
Hersh and Council President 
Hal Sutter urged all to keep 
council member Phyllis Krause 
in their thoughts and prayers.  
Mrs. Krause is ill and was un-

(Please turn to Page 5)

 Part of the Richardson County Bank & Trust Co. and Morehead families’ 
collection is John P. Falter’s oil on canvas entitled ‘Confrontation.’

Falls City
man gets 
10-to-15 
years in pen

Murphy

(Please turn to Page 6)

Happy Easter!

HTRS mourns loss of 
Scot Knudson, 45

 Knudson, shown here in 2000 
after leading the Humboldt-Table 
Rock boys’ basketball team to the 
Class C2 State title, Tuesday lost a 
long battle with cancer. His funeral 
is at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at the 
Christian Church in Humboldt.

Jason Schock  le photo

By Jim Langan
(Jason Schock contributed to this report)
 A  re in Salem Thursday night burned a Salem man’s home 
completely to the ground.
 Harold Brown’s home at 421 Nickels Street was completely en-
gulfed in  ames. The Salem Fire Department responded to the  rst 
call at approximately 8:20 p.m. and were soon joined by the Rural 
Fire Department. The  re had overtaken the home by the time  re-
 ghters arrived at the scene. Rural  re ghters left around midnight 
and the Salem  remen were on the scene until 3:30 a.m. 
 Fortunately, no one was in the home and no injuries were re-
ported.
 The cause of the  re is still under investigation, though Mr. 
Brown noted that a kerosene heater was left on in the house. No 
damage estimate was available, either, but Brown said the two-story 

Firemen battle pair 
of blazes last week

(Please turn to Page 14)

 With the peanut crop a bust, 
there’s sure to be less peanut 
butter. Horrors! They might as 
well quit making jelly, too.JOURNALFalls City
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Friday’ll be a humdinger. It’s 
Arbor Day, Pay Day, there’s 
a shuttle launch and we hear 
there’s a big wedding some-
where.

Golf’s biggest hitters coming back to FC to take their cuts

- Page 12

Bomber Ryan Hixson

Going GREEN

Susan Witt is Sacred Heart’s new
Volleyball Coach

Randy Gottula

 A vehicle belonging to Den-
nis Gibbs of Hiawatha, KS, 
was stolen Monday at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. according to 
Chief John Caverzagie of the 
Falls City Police Department. 
The vehicle was later stopped 
on Highway 2 in Otoe County, 
which subsequently led to the 
arrests of Joshua Nissen, 26, 
and Amber Frenzel, 28, both of 
Falls City.
 At 5:24 p.m. Monday after-
noon the FCPD received a call 
that a 1998 Dodge Caravan be-
longing to Gibbs had been tak-
en from the parking lot of Sun 
Mart. Gibbs is an employee of 
Harmon’s OK Tire and parks his 
vehicle in the Sun Mart lot every 
day. While of cers were getting 
statements from witnesses, a 
dispatcher with the Richardson 
County Sheriff’s Of ce heard 
that deputies in Otoe County 
had stopped a van with the same 
description as Gibbs’.  
 The vehicle was quickly 
identi ed as Mr. Gibbs’. FCPD 
Investigator Duane Armbruster 
conducted interviews with Nis-
sen and Frenzel, who have been 
charged in Otoe County with 
possession of stolen property, a 
felony, and in Richardson Coun-
ty with felony larceny.
 The two are still being held 
in Otoe County. A May 16 court 
date has been scheduled in Rich-
ardson County Court.
 The FC Police thanked the 
Richardson County and Otoe 
County Sheriff’s Of ces for 
their assistance.

 Aaron O’Grady, 31, of Falls 
City was found dead early Sat-
urday morning just north of 
Falls City. Autopsy results show 

he sustained 
blunt force 
t r a u m a 
after be-
ing ejected 
from a trac-
tor he was 
driving.
 Accord-
ing to the 
s h e r i f f ’ s 
r e p o r t 
O ’ G r a d y 

had turned west from 652 Ave. 
on to 709 Road then struck a 
guard rail on a bridge. He was 
able to keep the tractor on the 
road until he got just past the 
bridge where it appeared he 
veered right into the ditch and 
was thrown from the tractor.
 Jake Schawang of Falls City 
saw the tractor in the ditch on his 
way home at approximately 2:30 
a.m. Saturday and phoned au-
thorities. Sheriff Randy Houser, 
along with Deputies Lou Barker 
and Mike Howell responded to 
the call. Mr. O’Grady was pro-
nounced dead at the scene of the 
accident.
 Houser stated that blood tests 
have not come back yet, but that 
Mr. O’Grady’s death was an ac-
cident.

Falls City man,
31, dies in 
tractor accident

 Aaron was born July l4, l979, 
to John and Cathy (McKim) 
O’Grady.
 He was raised at Falls City 

(Please turn to Page 9)

Vehicle stolen 
from Sun Mart, 
FC pair arrested 
hours later

 James Stanton of Morrowville, KS, did 
last Friday what he’s done for many years, 
although this time the outcome was much, 
much different. Stanton, who has driven 
a truck for many years, picked up a load 
of sweet cake from a plant in Craig, MO, 
and was headed west out of Falls City. He 
drove through town just after 2 p.m. pulling 
behind him 26,000 pounds of sweet cake 
- a residue left over from corn once it has 

been processed at an ethanol plant. Stan-
ton, northbound, attempted to turn west on 
to 21st Street from Harlan. This is where his 
normal, uneventful day became a little scary. 
When Stanton made the left-hand turn, the 
sweet cake shifted to the right of the trailer 
and pulled the truck and trailer over on its 
side. Stanton was wearing his seat belt, but 
needed the help of several good samari-
tans to help him out of the truck. The not-

so-sweet smelling sweet cake spilled into 
the yard of Rick Bradley on the corner of 
21st and Harlan Sts. Bob Fischer provided 
an excavator to load the sweet cake back 
into the trailer and a crew of wreckers from 
Mound City were called in to help get the 
truck and trailer back upright. Traf c was 
blocked at the intersection for about three 
hours.There were no injuries.

PROTECT THE EARTH - RECYCLE
Recycling Dates: 1st & 3rd Saturday 

each month at the Sunmart Parking Lot

Of ce Paper
Cardboard
Aluminum

Glass Bottles & Jars
Tin & Steel Cans
Plastic
Newspapers 9 a.m.-

noon
this Saturday!

Special Mother’s Day deals!
- Pages 14-15

 Students from Hiawatha, Kan., and FC Sacred Heart got an up-close look at a Life Star medical 
helicopter during an Earth Day event held at Sax and Fox Nation of Missouri, Kansas and Nebraska 
last Friday in Reserve, Kan.

Jason Schock

Earth Day event at Sac and Fox
By Jason Schock
 Clara pledged to “clean up 
everything.” 
 Akasha said she would 
“recycle trash and jars to help 
our Earth.” 
 Patience promised to “not 
leave the water on” and Sarah 
will “shut the lights off when 
I’m not using them.” 
 Students from Hiawatha, 
Kan., and FC Sacred Heart 
learned these and other valu-
able lessons about taking spe-
cial care of our environment 
during an Earth Day event held 
at Sac and Fox Nation of Mis-
souri and Kansas and Nebraska 
last Friday in Reserve, Kan. 
 The Sac and Fox Tribal 
Council sponsored the program, 
providing the schools with travel 
money and lunch for nearly 140 
students, their teachers and any 

 Baily Darnell, a fourth grader at FC 
Sacred Heart, with great determination 
plays Earth Day bingo last Friday in 
Reserve, Kan. 

Recycling This Saturday!
 Recycling Center owner Carol 
Hamilton has partnered with Randy 
Gottula to offer offer a recycle sta-
tion in the parking lot of Sun Mart on 
the  rst and third Saturdays of each 
month, from 9 a.m. to noon.    

Jason Schock

accompanying parents. 
 Sacred Heart students in 
grades 1-4 and Hiawatha fourth 
graders participated in a host of 
Earth Day-related activities and 
crafts, learning about the impor-
tance of recycling and the dam-

aging effects of water and air 
pollution on the environment. 
They ran relay races, played 
games, made Earth Day pledg-
es and watched various dem-
onstrations. Booths were set 
up by various organizations, 
including the Kansas Dept. of 
Health, Squaw Creek, and the 
Kansas Dept. of Wildlife and 
Parks. Students also watched 
as a Life Star medical helicop-
ter touched down in Reserve 

and took a peek at the air ambu-
lance and its inner workings. 

FC Jaycees Community Field

Got a photograph, picture of...

Photo by Nikki McKim

Photo by Jason Schock

Photo by Jason Schock

Photo by Jason Schock
Photo by Jim Langan

Photo by Jim Langan

Photo by Lori Gottula

Photo by Randy Gottula
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WE ARE OPEN!!!!!
New Winter Hours

Wed., Thurs., Fri., & Sat. - Open 5:00 P.M.

Sunday - 11:00 A.M. - 1:30 P.M.

Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
402-245-3641

Stop in for a great dinner & your 

favorite beverage

CrossWinds Restaurant

2011 FORD F-150 

SUPERCREW XLT, 4WD, 

CHROME PKG,  

$39315 
  -$8,015 Rebates & Discounts  

 $31,300

HULLMANS FORD

402-245-4413

BOTTLE SHOP
2601 Harlan

Sales Good Thru 

January 17th

WE APPRECIATE  

YOUR BUSINESS

30 NATURAL LITE

Cans............................1699

CANADIAN SPRINGS

WHISKY

1.75 Liter....................... 1299

WE CARRY 4 
NEBRASKA WINES: 

James Arthur - Superior 
Estates - Whiskey Run & 

SchillingBridge

30 BUSCH  

Reg. & Lt. Cans ............1944

24 COORS LT

 Cans.............................1846

KARKOV 

VODKA

1.75 Liter........................... 999

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

OPEN 7 DAYS INCLUDING ALL 

HOLIDAYS!

ARBOR MIST WINES

750 ML, Several Flavors...........429

By Jim Langan
 A bittersweet finish to the 
Leblond Holiday Tournament 
had to leave the Falls City 
High boys’ basketball team 
wondering, “What if?”
 Falls City High, now 8-2, 
dropped a heartbreaker, 59-55, 
in the opening round to eventual 
champion University Academy, 
but responded nicely with two 
wins to claim the consolation 
trophy. Thursday the Tigers 
defeated St. Joseph Christian 
58-45, then Friday knocked off 
Chillicothe 67-47.
 In the two wins FC got 
after their opponents big time in 
the fourth quarter and coasted 
to victory outscoring their 
opponents 39-10. 
 “We really got after it 
defensively at the start of the 
fourth quarters,” Head Coach 
Don Hogue said. “We are in good 
shape and we have a tremendous 
amount of mental toughness.” 
 Against Chillicothe the 
Tigers aggressive play was 
rewarded by easy buckets and 33 
free throws. Falls City knocked 
down 26 (79%) of those free 
throws, which helped turn a 
two-point game into a rout. 
 Junior Cord Huettner led the 
Tigers against Chillicothe with 
16 points and 10 rebounds. For 
Huettner, who averaged 15.6 
points in the tournament, it was 
his second double-double in as 
many days. Huettner had 14 
points and 11 boards against SJ 
Christian. 
 It wasn’t a one-man show, 
however. Sophomore Mitchell 

 The Falls City High Lady Tigers 
went 1-2 in St. Joseph last week 
in the Bishop Leblond Holiday 
Tournament finishing in sixth 
place. The two losses came in tough 
fashion as FCHS was defeated by a 
combined seven points. 
 Falls City fell 39-36 Wednesday 
afternoon to Mid Buchanan, then 
defeated University Academy 45-
12 before losing to East Buchanan 
51-46 in the consolation final.
 In the victory over UA, the Lady 
Tigers held the Lady Gryphons to 
one point in the second half. Yes, 
you read that correctly. UA made 
one free throw in the fourth quarter. 
Junior Tressa Chandler, who had 
a great tournament for FC, led 
the Lady Tigers with nine points. 
Jessica Yoesel also scored nine in 
the win against UA. 
 In the loss to EBHS, three 
Tigers scored in double figures as 
Claire Poppe and Ashley Sickel 
scored 12 and Chandler added 10. 
Ashleigh Jordening contributed 
nine in the loss.
 In the opening round loss to 
Mid Buchanan FCHS played three 
pretty good quarters of basketball, 
but failed to finish in the fourth and 
let a would-be win slip away. 
 The Lady Tigers, now 3-7, 
scored only four field goals after 
halftime and were just 17-32 from 
the free-throw line for the game. 
Mid Buchanan wasn’t much better 
knocking down just 13-24 free 
throws, but made them down the 
stretch – 9-12 in fourth quarter – to 

Tigers 8-2 entering 2012

 FC High sophomore guard Mitchell Harling struggled offensively most 
of December, but broke out for 20 in the Tigers’ semifinal win last week at 
St. Joseph, Mo.

Harling, who had been struggling 
offensively, poured in a season-
high 20 points against SJC, 
then added 14 in the win over 
Chillicothe. Junior Wade Witt 
had 13 against Chillicothe while 
also grabbing seven rebounds. 
 The “What if?” comes from 
knowing that if they could 
have escaped with a victory 
Wednesday against UA, then 
a championship in the always-
competitive holiday tournament 
would have been theirs for the 
taking. Falls City would have 
played Mid Buchanan in the 
second round – a team with a 
similar style to Falls City’s – 
and then Bishop Leblond in the 
championship, who the Tigers 

already defeated 53-44 back on 
Dec. 13. 

 Falls City led the UA 
Gryphons 41-30 with just over 
five minutes to play in the third 
quarter, but were outscored 
29-14 the rest of the game and 
eventually lost 59-55. Huettner 
scored 17 against the Gryphons 
and Josh Stoller added 16.  
 Academy’s Martez Harrison, 
a senior point guard, scored 32 
points in the win and averaged 
over 30 ppg in the tournament. 
 Falls City will get another 
chance at Harrison and the 
Gryphons this Saturday when 
they travel to Kansas City.  

Scoring

FCHS, 67 – Chillicothe, 47
 FCHS – Huettner, 16; Harling, 14; 
Witt, 13; Campbell, 6; Frederick, 6; 
Josh Stoller, 5; Jordy Stoller, 4; Vice, 
3.
 CHS – Voorheis, 13; Matthew, 13; 
McKiddy, 10; Clampitt, 6; Midgyette, 
3; Hershberger, 2.

FCHS, 58 – SJ Christian, 48
 FCHS – Harling, 20; Huettner, 14; 
Witt, 8; Josh Stoller, 7; Jordy Stoller, 4; 
Frederick, 3; Mount, 2.
 SJC – Hicks, 18; Shank, 11; 
Dahlgren, 5; Morrison, 4; Kaufman, 4; 
Beard, 3.

FCHS, 55 – Univ. Academy, 59
 FCHS – Huettner, 17; Josh Stoller, 
16; Witt, 7; Harling, 5; Jordy Stoller, 5; 
Frederick, 5.
 UA – Harrison, 32; Sanders, 9; 
Winfrey, 7; Hill, 4; McGee, 3; Douglas, 
3.

Lady Tigers drop two
by total of seven points

hold off the Tigers.
 In two previous games this 
season, Falls City had fourth 
quarter leads but couldn’t put their 
opponents away. The first, on Dec. 
12 in Falls City, Falls City played 
well enough for three quarters to 
get a win, but eventually fell in 
overtime to Wymore Southern. In 
that game FCHS was outscored 29-
14 after the intermission, including 
overtime. It happened again just 
five days later when Plattsmouth 
came to town. A back-and-forth 
game ended in favor of the visitors 
and the Lady Tigers fell 51-49. 
FCHS led 25-19 at half, 39-38 after 
three, but couldn’t make the plays 
in the final minutes to escape with 
a victory.
 Senior Ashleigh Jordening led 
FCHS with nine points. Sophomore 
Madison Olberding, who has seen 
her varsity minutes increase in the 
last few games, played well and 
finished with seven points.

Scoring
FCHS, 39 – Mid Buch, 36

 FCHS – Lyons, 6; Scheitel, 1; 
Olberding, 7; Jordening, 9; Sickel, 3; 
Lewis, 4; Chandler, 6.
 MB – Moppin, 16; Matthews, 2; Kh. 
Rowland, 4; Henningsen, 7; Phillips, 10.

FCHS, 45 – Univ. Academy, 12
 FCHS - Poppe, 6; Jordening, 8; 
Schwarting, 2; Stice, 2; Lewis, 2; Yoesel, 
9; Chandler, 9.
 UA – Smith, 7; Williams, 1; Bryant, 3; 
Council, 1.

FCHS, 46 – East Buch, 51
 FCHS - Claire Poppe 12, Ashley Sickel 
12, Tressa Chandler 10, Jordening 9, Lewis 
2, Olberking 1.
 EB - Jessica Crouse 17, Chelsea Dewey 
16, Plackmeier 10, Abersold 3, McDonald 
3, Holdsworth 2.

 The 3-7 FC Lady Tigers have struggled down the stretch, losing leads and games in the fourth quarter. Pictured here 
for FCHS, from left: Erin Lyons, Jacy Lewis and Ashleigh Jordening. 
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Monday Night Mixed 
Dec. 19

 Ladies’ Hi-10 and Hi-30, Terri Jo 
Ansel, 210-526.
 Men’s Hi-10, Larry Munn, 214; 

Let us get the word out... 
about your company, product or special 
event with our affordable 
PRESS RELEASE SERVICE!!  

Send your message to 179 Nebraska 
newspapers for one low price! 

Call (402) 476-2851 or visit 
www.nebpress.com for more details!

Bernard and Trudy Burenheide’s
40th Wedding Anniversary.

We invite family and friends to join us in 
celebrating 

Bernard and Trudy Burenheide’s 
40th Wedding Anniversary.

Sunday, January 8, 2012
2:00 - 4:00 pm

Falls City Senior Center (221 W. 16th) 
No gifts please.

 The 4th grade boy’s basketball team from Falls City, coached by Jason Bredemeier, recently won 
the Humboldt tournament. The team went 3-0, beating Humboldt and two Lincoln squads. The thriller 
came in the semifinals when the Tigers battled from behind to force overtime against Lincoln Thunder 
before going on to victory. Front row, from left: Braydon Frederick, James Eickhoff, Brock Hogue, Kyle 
Black, Kade Bredemeier, Caden Simon and Jack Findlay; back row, Hunter Arnold, Trey McAfee, 
Justin Reiss, Cole Kirkendall, Keldon Campbell, Braden Oliver and Mason Crawford. 
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ASK ABOUT OUR WINTER SPECIAL!

Consider A Fixed Annuity
to Increase Your Income.

Now Paying A 5% Interest Bonus on All Deposits.
May Also Be Used for IRAs

CD Rates Are at An All Time Low!

BILL JENKINS — 402-245-2426
1616 Stone Street, Falls City, NE                        

Jenkins Financial Services

Falls City 
High School

During the Wrestling Duel. 

!urs., Jan. 12 

Starting at 5:00 P.M.

CHILI/SOUP 
FEED

By Jim Langan 
 Jerry Sandusky. Jim Tressel. Suh’s “Stomp Heard ‘Round the 
World”, Tebow, “Mr. 3000” Derek Jeter, Japan’s women’s World 
Cup team, Joe Pa, R.E.M. broke up. 2011, another year in the books, 
gone like a thief in the night. Truly, the end of the world as we knew 
it. Bitter? Maybe a little.
 2011 was supposed to be so much more. Nebraska was supposed 
to win the Big 10. Husker volleyball surely would breeze through 
Kansas State, right?! Wrong. The Royals young talent wasn’t good 
enough to carry the team to a would-be respectable .500 record 
and your Chiefs and my Eagles had more struggles than Nucky 
Thompson in season two of “Boardwalk Empire.” 
 A disappointing home loss (again…when will those stop 
happening?) to Northwestern and another lopsided defeat on the 
road, this time to Michigan, spoiled the Big Red’s chances of 
getting to Indianapolis for a rematch with the Badgers and a shot at 
a landmark inaugural-season Big 10 championship.   
 The home loss stung me the most because with what Ohio State 
went through and what would unfold in Happy Valley seven days 
after the loss to NW, Nebraska squandered a great opportunity to get 
to the Rose Bowl. Sure, the folks in charge of scheduling threw the 
kitchen sink at us this year. But, it ain’t getting any easier Husker 
Nation. We take care of business against the Wildcats, then who 
knows, maybe we carry that momentum and roll through the rest of 
the regular season. We’ll never know.
 Without question, the scandal at Penn State coupled with Nebraska 
being thrust into a game that many folks thought shouldn’t have 
been played, was the story of the year in these parts, and probably 
nationally. Ron Brown showed the rest of the country what we 
Nebraskan’s have known for years by doing what he’s always done. 
Brown, in a moment I’ll never forget, provided some reprieve, in 
the form of a pregame prayer, for a fractured university that is still 
unsure of what its future holds. Hats off to Coach Ron Brown. That 
was the moment of the year for me. 
 Another was the fight and spirit of the Japanese women’s World 
Cup team. Just a few months after the tsunami tragedy ripped their 
country to shreds, the team put together an unbelievable run on the 
biggest stage and defeated the highly favored United States team 
in the World Cup final, and like sports so often do, provided some 
much needed joy for the country.  
 There were lockouts in two of our most popular sports. Yeah, 
millionaire players arguing with billionaire owners over who gets 
more cake after dinner. Fortunately, the NFL got their act together 
and no games were missed, and actually it has been an entertaining 
regular season. Let’s hope Kevin Durant’s incredible buzzer-
beater last Thursday night is just a precursor of what’s to come in 
a shortened NBA season.  Derek Jeter’s 3000th hit was the “Would 
You Expect It Any Other Way” moment of the year. Love him or 
hate him, dude’s incredible. 
 The NCAA tournament disappointed most with an anticlimactic 
final that saw the two teams – Butler, an eight seed and UCONN, 
a three – shoot a combined 31-119 (26%) from the floor for a total 
of 94 points in a game that had the thrill factor of a Sunday quilting 
party. I fell asleep…in the first half. Shame on you 2011 March 
“Madness!”
  Sure, it’s frowned upon to say a year should be forgotten. So 
many things good and bad happened and remembering them is a 
tribute and a learning tool, but with sports old, bad memories are 
quickly replaced with newer, fonder ones. In today’s world we 
consume information like a herd of starved wildebeests. Casual 
sports fans chew it up without really considering its significance, 
then quickly look for more. We remember what we choose to. So 
here’s to 2012 being chock-full of good memories. May all of you 
have a happy, healthy and prosperous 2012. 

For what it’s worth...
A Year to Be Forgotten

Hi-30, Jim Hoy, 588.
Dec. 26

 Ladies’ Hi-10 and Hi-30, Terri Jo 
Ansel, 198-515.
 Men’s Hi-10 and Hi-30, Larry 
Munn, 246-641.

Ladies’ Major
Dec. 20

 Hi-10 and Hi-30, Deb Rieger, 202-
483.

Dec. 27
 Hi-10, Cassandra Goff, 212; Hi-30, 
Cindy Witt, 468.

Wednesday Night Men’s
Dec. 21

 Hi-10 and Hi-30, Larry Munn, 
244-658.

Dec. 28
 Hi-10, Anthony Shafer, 240; Hi-
30, Nick Campbell, 637.

Thur. Night Short Timers
Dec. 22

 Ladies’ Hi-10 and Hi-30, Lacey 
Acton, 159-449.
 Men’s Hi-10 and Hi-30, Tom Ac-
ton, 209-549.

Irish teams go 1-1 at Doane
 Falls City Sacred Heart tra-
ditionally isn’t receptive to the 
notion of “moral victories,” but 
both the girls’ and boys’ bas-
ketball teams will gladly accept 
their 1-1 records taken away 
from the Doane Holiday Tour-
nament, where the Class D2 
Irish teams were joined by a trio 
of Class B schools. 
 The Irish guys, now 6-3, 
opened with a suffocating 37-21 
win over winless Elkhorn Mt. 
Michael last Thursday to ad-
vance to Friday’s final against 
powerful Elkhorn High, a 6-1 
team that opened the season 
in the Class B Top 10. Sacred 
Heart lost 62-36, but gained 
much in terms of experience 
and wildcard points, where they 
currently sit at No. 7 in their 
class. FCSH, which beat 7-2 
Elmwood-Murdock in the final 
game before Christmas break, is 
in excellent shape as it tackles a 
January schedule that includes a 
trip to Mound City tonight and 
the MUDECAS Tournament in 
Beatrice next week. 
 The Irish have yet to click 
offensively, but they haven’t re-

ally needed to, considering op-
ponents, with the exception of 
Elkhorn, haven’t produced 40 
points in a single game. Mt. Mi-
chael, for instance, made 9-of-46 
field goals and the Irish owned a 
commanding 32-22 rebounding 
edge. Sophomores Matt Goltz 
and Jared Fiegener each pulled 
down six boards in the game 
and senior David Bangert had 
five to go with his team-high 14 
points. Bangert, who keyed the 
victory over Elmwood-Murdock 
with his timely perimeter shoot-
ing, made a pair of threes in the 
holiday tourney opener. Goltz, 
meanwhile, was efficient, hit-
ting 4-of-6 of his shots for 11 
points. Sophomores Chaz Dunn 
(six assists) and Colin Niemeyer 
(four assists) were the team’s 
top playmakers. 
 Elkhorn, though, brought 
too much firepower. They led 
31-12 at half and were never 
threatened. Goltz finished with 
13 points and five rebounds. 
Dunn had five assists and five 
points, but the Irish turned it 
over 18 times, lost the battle of 
the boards and attempted just 23 

two-point field goals. 
Scoring

FCSH vs. Elkhorn
 FCSH — Niemeyer, 2; Dunn, 5; 
Finck, 3; Goltz, 13; Bangert, 3; Fiegen-
er, 2; Cromer, 8. 
 Elkhorn — Rankin, 7; Johnson, 
2; Fieckert, 18; Giesselman, 16; Weber, 
6; Cowger, 2; Michael, 7; Cameron, 4. 

FCSH vs. Elkhorn MM
 FCSH — Niemeyer, 3; Goltz, 11; 
Bangert, 14; Scheitel, 2; Fiegener, 2; 
Cromer, 5. 
 MM — Loeffelholz, 2; Ernst, 4; 
Morris, 5; Jewell, 2; Rautericus, 5. 

 The FC Sacred Heart boys 
earned the eighth seed in the 
“A” Division of the MUDECAS 
Tournament in Beatrice next 
week and open against top-seed-
ed and still unbeaten Johnson 
County Central at 7 p.m. Tues-
day, Jan. 10, at the City Audito-
rium.
 The winner will face NC 
Lourdes or Sterling at 7 p.m. 
Thursday. The championship is 
set for 7:45 p.m. Saturday. Tues-
day’s losers will play at 11 a.m. 
Saturday, also in the Auditori-
um. 
 On the other side of the brack-
et is Freeman, Exeter-Milligan, 
Pawnee City and Bruning-Dav-
enport. 
 The Lady Irish have the fifth 
seed in the “A” Division and 
they play Freeman at 8:45 p.m. 
Monday in the Auditorium. 
FCSH beat Freeman 50-42 back 
on Dec. 9 in Adams. 
 Monday’s winner will face ei-
ther top-seeded Exeter-Milligan 
(8-0) or Palmyra at 5:15 p.m. 
Thursday. The championship is 
set for 8:45 p.m. Friday at the 
Auditorium. 
 Monday’s losers play at 7 p.m. 
Friday at Southeast CC. 
 On the other side of the bracket 
is Diller-Odell, Bruning-Daven-
port, Sterling and Johnson CC. 

MUDECAS

 As noted in the article above, 
Sacred Heart’s Lady Irish basket-
ball team was also 1-1 last week 
in the Doane Holiday Tourna-
ment in Crete. Sacred Heart fell 
in the opening round game to 
Omaha Duchesne Academy, 51-
36, then eeked out a one-point, 
overtime thriller, 36-35, against 
Elkhorn High. 
 Sara Landis, the senior Irish 
center, had a stellar tournament 
against the class B competition 
as she recorded double-doubles 
in both games. Thursday Landis 
scored 16 and had 15 rebounds, 
then Friday she scored 14 while 
again pulling down 15 boards. 
Her stamina was also impres-
sive as she played all but two 
minutes in the two games.
 Freshman Elizabeth Mag-
danz knocked down 3-4 three 
point field goals and finished 
the game against EHS with 12 
points. 
 Magdanz’s twin sister Abby 
dished out six assists against 
ODA while playing every min-
ute of the game. 
  After leading 13-6 after the 
first quarter against EHS, FCSH 
scored just one field goal - a 
Landis two - in the second and 
went to halftime tied 15-15. The 
two teams traded field goals in 
the third and fourth quarters be-
fore eventually ending regula-
tion tied at 33. 
 Then in overtime it was Lan-
dis again who scored the Lady 
Irish’s only field goal and  soph-
omore Ashli Jordan knocked 
down a free throw to finish off 

the upset. 
 FCSH played great defense 
in both games holding EHS to 
just 28.3 percent shooting and 
ODA to just 31.8 percent, but 
it was the 25 turnovers FCSH 
committed that doomed them in 
Thursday’s loss.
 Sacred Heart travels to 
Mound City tonight, then to 
Diller Friday night.

Scoring
FCSH, 36 — Oma. Duchesne, 51

 FCSH — A. Magdanz, 3; E. Mag-
danz, 9; Schawang, 8; Landis, 16.
 ODA — Kerins, 9; Rodgers, 11; 
Dworak, 10; Podjenski, 8; A. Schulte, 2; 
Everson, 2; K. Hillmer, 2; K. Schulte, 7.

FCSH, 36 — Elkhorn, 35
 FCSH — Jordan, 3; A. Magdanz, 3; 
E. Magdanz, 12; Schawang, 4; Landis, 
14.
 EHS — Mountain, 3; Martin, 2; Fos-
ter, 10; Willer, 16; Roecker, 2; Lange, 2.
 



Page 12                        Falls City Journal                   Tuesday, January 3, 2012

County Board

PUBLIC NOTICES
NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION

   Pursuant to Neb. Rev. Stat. § 21-
19,173(b), notice is hereby given of the 
voluntary dissolution of TeamMates of 
Falls City.  The name and title of the 
person who managed the final compa-
ny affairs are Terri Hogue, President.  
All liabilities of the corporation have 
been paid and all assets have been dis-
tributed to governmental agencies and 
nonprofit organizations.

CLINE, WILLIAMS, WRIGHT,
   JOHNSON & OLDFATHER, L.L.P.
233 South 13th Street
Suite 1900
Lincoln, NE 68508 20-27-3

RICHARDSON COUNTY BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS

DECEMBER 6, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

 The regular meeting of the 
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairman Sickel at 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 
Dec. 6, 2011. Roll call was answered 
by Ely, Davidson and Sickel. The 
Invocation was given by Chairman 
Sickel and the Pledge of Allegiance 

Public Meeting Notice
Board of Education District #70

 Notice is hereby given that a 
regular board meeting of the Board of 
Education of the Humboldt Table Rock 
Steinauer School District #70 will be 
held at 7:00 PM on Thursday, January 
12, 2012 in the 2nd Floor Math Room at 
the Humboldt site, which meeting will 
be open to the public.  The purpose of 
such meeting is to do regular business.  
A current agenda is available at the 
Superintendent’s Office.

Neal Kanel, President

was led by Commissioner Ely. 
Chairman Sickel announced that the 
open meeting laws have been posted at 
the entrance to the meeting room.  
 A motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the minutes of the Nov. 29, 
2011 meeting as presented. Motion was 
seconded by Ely. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. 
Motion carried.
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the agenda as posted.  Motion 
seconded by Ely.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-
aye. Motion carried.  The agenda 
is posted at the Richardson County 
Courthouse on the First Floor Lobby, 
the Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
and on the Third Floor of the Sheriff’s 
Office.

ROAD AND BRIDGE DEPT.
 Scott Huppert, Highway 
Superintendent updated the Board on 
the routine road and bridge maintenance 
being done this week.  
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
advertise for sealed bids to be accepted 
for the repairs to be made to certain 
bridge structures to be received on 
Dec. 27, 2011 at 10:30 a.m. Motion 
seconded by Davidson. ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye. Motion carried. 
 Motion was made by Davidson to 
authorize the Highway Superintendent 
to advertise for sealed bids for the 
purchase of motor grader and truck 
tires to be received and opened on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2011 at 10:15 a.m.   
Motion seconded by Sickel. ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye. Motion carried

SAC & FOX NATION OF MO 
IN KS & NE

 Members of the Sac and Fox Nation 
of Missouri in Kansas & Nebraska, 
Chris Halbert, Tribal Attorney; Tribal 
Chairman, Mike Dougherty and 
Tribal Council Member, James Jensen 
presented to the Board a Memorandum 
of Understanding regarding the Preston 
Road.  
 Grant funding is being sought by the 
Tribe from the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
for the funding to hard surface this 
road.  The tribe is requesting to assume 
responsibility for the maintenance of 
the Preston Road in accordance with 
the requirements for an award of this 
grant funding.    
 County Attorney, Bob Meyer and 
Attorney for the Tribe, Chris Halbert 
will meet this week to review and 
finalize a few of the questions and/or 
concerns of both the County and the 
Tribe to complete this Memorandum 
of Understanding.   

CONNIE KENNEDY, COUNTY 
TREASURER

 Connie Kennedy, County Treasurer 
updated the Board on the activity within 
the County Treasurer’s Office this past 
week.  The State Auditor’s office will 
visit the office tomorrow to make a 
final review to finalize the County’s 
Fiscal Year End June 30, 2011 audit.    

RANDY HOUSER, SHERIFF
 Sheriff Houser updated the Board 
this week on the routine business 
within the Sheriff‘s Department and 
Jail.  
 A discussion was held regarding the 
county radio system and reception.  A 
recommendation from an independent 
firm, noted that an antenna should be 
moved in the west end of the County.
 A discussion was held on the costs 
of the Jail inmate meals and the cost of 
supplies and that price comparison was 
being done in an effort to save on the 
costs.    
 Sheriff Houser also informed 
the Board that he has established a 
disciplinary review board to handle the 
appeals of the Sheriff’s disciplinary 
action of jail inmates.  Members of 
the disciplinary review board are non-
elected county employees.   

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
 Representatives from Cooperative 
Extension were unable to meet with 
the Board this week.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER
Courthouse Roof

 The Board discussed the 
maintenance needed on the upper 
building of the Courthouse roof.    
Repairs are being made to the upper 
building on the roof to eliminate water 
leaks coming into the main building. 
Monthly Operating Statement
 The Board reviewed the November, 
2011 monthly operating statement.

Fee Reports
 Reports were approved for the 
following officials for fees they 
collected during the month of 
November, 2011:
Mary L. Eickhoff, 
  County Clerk fees ...............$233.75
Mary L. Eickhoff, Register of Deeds
   filing fees .......................$10,917.00
Pam Scott, Clerk of Dist. Court,
   fees ..................................$1,225.32

Contract for Public Defender
 The Board reviewed a draft contract 
for the appointment of the Richardson 
County Public Defender. This contract 
will be considered for approval at a 
later date.

CLAIMS
 Motion was made by Sickel to allow 
the payment of all claims that were 
submitted today. Motion seconded by 
Ely. ROLL CALL VOTE: Ely-aye, 
Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. Motion 
carried.
(The claims listed below are available 

for public inspection at
the office of the County Clerk during 

regular business hours.)
GENERAL FUND

Alamar Uniforms, supp ...........161.97
Ameritas, retire ....................2,394.20
Culligan Water Cond., serv .......93.70
DARE, supp ..............................29.13
Darnell Glass Co., serv ........1,200.00
FC Auto Supply, supp ...............26.96
FC Journal, adv .......................703.27
FC Mercantile, supp ................794.10
FC Sanitation, serv ..................120.18
FC Utility Dept., serv ...........2,755.96

Village of Rulo
 The Rulo Village Board will hold a 
hearing at their regular meeting Mon-
day January 9th at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Rulo Library.The hearing will be held 
to consider the request for a liquor li-
cense for Bill and Jeannette Schulen-
berg dba as Wild Bill’s Bar and Grill at 
118 N. Main Street Rulo, NE

Jan Price
Village Clerk

3

Notice of Sheriff’s Sale
 By virtue of an Execution issued 
by the Clerk of the County Court of 
Richardson County, Nebraska in an 
action wherein Natalie Helmick is 
Plaintiff and Denny Schlund is the 
Defendant, Case # SC11-11 Docket 
19483, I will sell at 10:00 A.M. on 
the 26th day of January 2012 at public 
auction to the highest bidder for cash 
at the Richardson County Armory 
Building on West 21st St. Hwy 8 Falls 
City, Nebraska in said county and 
state, the following described personal 
property, to-wit:

1 Grasshopper 618-218 Riding Mower
2 Green Weedeater lawnmowers
1 Orange Weedeater-gas
1 Green Rolling Toolbox
Miscellaneous Tools
3 Printers
1 Samsung 50” Flat Screen TV

Randy Houser, Sheriff
Richardson County, Nebraska
    3-10-17-24

Regular Monthly Meeting
Dec. 5, 2011, Shubert Library

   The Village Board of Shubert held 
the monthly board meeting on Dec. 5, 
2011 in the Shubert Library. Chairman 
Haynes opened the regular meeting 
at 7 p.m., with the following Board 
Members present: Todd Hendrickson, 
Peggy Oliver, and Adam Maddox.  
Heath Davis was absent. Clerk was 
present to record the meeting. Haynes 
announced the Posting of the Open 
Meetings Law.  Chairman asked for any 
additions or deletions to the agenda, 
adding form from Peggy Kuser, he 
opened the meeting up for comments 
from the visitors.
   Mr. Splichal had some questions in 
regards to his property. Ms. Howard 
was present to discuss charges on 
her water bill. The board had some 
discussion and then made a Motion 
and a Second (Maddox/Haynes) not 
to waive the sewer and trash fees. 
Roll call vote was Hendrickson Yes 
and Oliver No. Motion Carried. The 
subject will also be placed on next 
month’s agenda.
   There was a motion and second 
(Maddox/Oliver), to approve the Nov. 
7 Meeting minutes. Roll call vote was 
all “Ayes,” Motion carried. There was 
a motion and second (Maddox/Oliver) 
to approve the balance and claims 
sheets. Roll call vote was all “Ayes,” 
Motion carried. The Delinquent 
Utility Report was reviewed. Water/
Sewer: Board reviewed water report 
from George. Discussion about well 
#3. Waiting for report from Sergeant 
Drilling. Wood & Brush pile: The pile 
needs to be burned. General: Christmas 
Lights: NPPD has hung the Christmas 
Lights. Village Board Reorganization 
for 2012. Maddox nominated Kym 
Haynes as Chairman. Hearing no 
other niminations. Roll Call vote was 
all “Ayes,” Kym Haynes will serve as 
Board Chairman for 2012. Chairman 
then proposed all same appointments as 
last year with the addition of Maddox 
in charge of the brush pile. Motion and 
Second (Haynes/Oliver) to keep same 
as last year.  Roll call votes all “Ayes,” 
Motion carried. The appointed duties 
are as follows:
   Chairman (Kym Haynes); Chairman 
Pro Tempore (Heath Davis); Streets 
(Heath Davis); Brush & Wood pile 
(Adam Maddox); Buildings & Park 
(Peggy Oliver); Fire Chief (Scott 
Shubert); Clerk & Treasurer (Jennifer 
Buchner); Water & Wastewater Operator 
(George Ketner); Attorney (Halbert & 
Dunn); Street Superintendent (JEO 
Consulting Group); Budget Advisor 
(Peggy Kuser); Bonded Plumber & 
Electrician (Davis HPE).
   Building & Parks: Community 
Building is still having electrical 
problems. Maddox will contact Davis 
PHE. Oliver also mentioned that the 
flooring needs to be replaced. Park: 
The well house door still needs to 
be repaired. Streets: Repairs to 8th 
and Main should begin soon. Snow 
Removal Bids: Two bids were opened 
and discussed. Motion and Second 
(Hendrickson/Haynes) to accept Cody 
Meyerkorth bid for $10/hour with town 
equipment. Roll call vote was Oliver 
“Aye” and Maddox “Abstain.” Motion 
Carried.  
    The next meeting will be moved 
to Jan. 9, 2012 at 7 p.m. Motion and 
Second (Haynes/Maddox) to change 
meeting date.  Roll call vote was all 
“Ayes,” Motion carried. With no further 
business:  Motion and Second (Oliver/
Hendrickson) to adjourn meeting at 
8:20 p.m. Roll call votes all “Ayes,” 
Motion carried. Next meeting will be 
Jan. 9, 2012, at 7 p.m. in the Shubert 
Library.
Jennifer Buchner
Village Clerk

Monthly Claims Sheet
Dec. 2011

 George Ketner, Nov. Salary, 
425; George Ketner, Nov. Expenses, 
248.82; State of NE Public Health 
Environmental Laboratory, 559; SE 
Communications, well house, 47.84; 
FC Sanitation, trash pickup, 1,043.05; 
NPPD, Pending; W/S/G transfer to 
USDA Loan, 906; Great Plains One Call 
Service, 2.85; Nebraska Rural Water 
Association, 100; Jennifer Buchner, 
Nov. Payroll, 600; Jennifer Buchner, 
Nov. Expenses, 29.95; RCB&T, 
941 tax deposit to IRS, 156.83; FC 
Journal, Publications, Pending; Fort 
Dearborn, firemen’s Ins. prem., 68.80; 
Vice Propane, Library Tank Rent, 
40; Anderson One Stop, 78.61; Doug 
Wheeler, Rootx Treatment, 260; Orkin, 
Library Termite Treatment, 1,266; 
NMPP Phone Support, 292.50; Paul 
Platter, Sludge Haul, 125.

NOTICE
 In compliance with State Statute 
Section 23-1609, Richardson County 
has undergone a governmental audit 
performed in accordance with auditing 
standards generally accepted in the 
United States of America and standards 
applicable to financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards, 
issued by the Comptroller General of 
the United States on the combined cash 
basis financial statements for the year 
ended June 30, 2011.  This audit report 
is dated December 9,  2011.  A copy of 
the report is on file in the office of the 
Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts.  
Copies are available for inspection at 
the Richardson County Clerk’s Office 
located in the County Courthouse, 

Falls City, Nebraska.
David D. Sickel
Chairman
Richardson County Board
of Commissioners  3

First Nat’l Bank, supp ...............35.00
Amy Hector, fee ......................400.00
Humboldt Standard, adv ...........52.00
Kochs Auto Service, serv ........629.56
Linsali, Inc., fee ...................1,075.00
Meyer Home Center, serv .........90.32
Microfilm Imaging Sys., serv ....75.00
MIPS, serv...............................427.98
NACO, reg fee ........................535.00
Pitney Bowes, supp ...................73.60
Postmaster, postage .................288.00
RCB&T, supp ............................44.94
County Clerk, plates ..................96.00
Richardson County Vendor, 
   FICA ...................................2787.43
SE NE Communications, serv .968.00
US Cellular, serv .....................465.07
Wolfes, supp ............................259.09
Payroll Expense ...................6,028.72
Total General Fund ..........$22,610.18

ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND
Aspen Equipment Co., supp ......79.06
Crane Sales & Serv., supp .......767.08
Darnell Glass, serv ..................557.99
FC Sanitation, serv ....................50.60
FC Utility Dept., serv ..............481.78
Humboldt Auto, supp ................33.50
NPPD, serv ................................40.00
NE State Fire Marshal, fee ......240.00
OPPD, serv ................................16.87
County Clerk petty cash ............10.00
Village of Rulo, serv .................21.00
Village of Salem, serv ...............20.00
SE NE Comm., serv ................176.85
Village of Stella, serv ................28.80
Unifirst Corp., serv ....................64.89
Village of Verdon, serv..............20.00
Windstream Corp., serv ............47.77
Payroll Expense .................30,729.69
Total Road & Bridge ........$33,385.88

ROAD/BRIDGE CONSTR HWY 
ALLOC FUND

Felsburg Holt & Ullevig, serv .337.61
Kirkham & Michael & Assoc., 
   fee ....................................10,960.00
Total Road/Bridge Const. HWY
  Alloc Fund ...................... $11,297.61

CHROMATOGRAPH FUND
NE Dept. of HHS Env Lab, 
   fee .........................................168.00
Total Chromatograph Fund ...$168.00

ADJOURNMENT
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
adjourn the meeting at 3:25 p.m.  
Motion seconded by Ely. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye.  Motion carried. The Board 
will meet again on Tuesday, Dec. 13, 
2011, at 9 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room, Courthouse, Falls 
City. The agenda is kept current at the 
County Clerk’s Office. 

David D. Sickel, Chairman 
 Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

Village of Shubert

DECEMBER 20, 2011
CALL TO ORDER

 The regular meeting of the 
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to order by 
Chairman Sickel at 9 a.m. Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, 2011. Roll call was answered 
by Ely, Davidson and Sickel. The 
Invocation was given by Chairman 
Sickel and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Commissioner Ely. 
Chairman Sickel announced that the 
open meeting laws have been posted at 
the entrance to the meeting room.  
       A motion was made by Davidson 
to approve the minutes of the Dec. 13, 
2011, meeting as presented. Motion 
was seconded by Sickel. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-
aye. Motion carried.
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the Board of Equalization 
minutes of Dec. 6, 2011. Motion 
seconded by Davidson. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-
aye. Motion carried.
 Motion was made by Ely to approve 
the agenda as posted.  Motion seconded 
by Sickel. ROLL CALL VOTE: Ely-
aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye.  Motion 
carried. The agenda is posted at the 
Richardson County Courthouse on the 
First Floor Lobby, the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room and on the Third Floor 
of the Sheriff’s Office.

ROAD AND BRIDGE DEPT.
 Scott Huppert, Highway 
Superintendent updated the Board on 
the routine road and bridge maintenance 
being done this week.  
 Snow removal and equipment 
maintenance  was discussed. Future 
equipment purchases were discussed.  
Notification was received from Martin-
Marietta that a price increase for rock 
will take effect January 1, 2012. 
 Mr. Huppert also reported that 
the heater in the bridge shop at the 
County Yard has quit working and a 
replacement is being made.
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
enter into a contract with Commercial 
Construction Inc. for bridge project 
CO07452410 located between Sections 
26 and 35 in Township 2, Range 16, 
also known as the structure on 709 
Road between 652 and 653 Avenues.  
Motion seconded by Davidson. ROLL 
CALL VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye. Motion carried.   

SAC & FOX NATION OF MO 
IN KS & NE

 Members of the Sac and Fox Nation 
of Missouri in Kansas & Nebraska, 
Chris Halbert, Tribal Attorney; Michael 
Dougherty, Tribal Chairman and James 
Jensen, Tribal Council Member met 
with the Board to discuss the proposed 
Memorandum of Understanding 
regarding the maintenance on the 
Preston Road. County Attorney, Bob 
Meyer was also in attendance for this 
meeting.   
 Two persons from the public 
and one from the media were in the 
audience during this meeting. 
 The grant funding that the Tribe 
is seeking from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs would be considered 
a secondary option for the project 
funding and that the County should 
proceed to move forward with their 
current plans for the project funding.  
 The Tribe informed the Board 
that with other Memorandums 
of Understanding regarding road 

maintenance with government entities 
that they establish an agreement with 
the governmental entity to perform the 
maintenance work with the expenses 
being incurred by the governmental 
entity being reimbursed from the Tribe. 
Discussion was held on the shoulder 
work for the hard surfaced road and the 
possibility of making gravel shoulders 
as opposed to dirt. It was also noted 
that if the Tribe received funding from 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs that the 
Responsible Charge Person would be 
from the Tribe  
 Motion was made by Davidson 
to enter into a Memorandum of 
Understanding with the Sac and 
Fox Nation of Missouri in Kansas 
& Nebraska which will transfer the 
maintenance on the Preston Road 
to the Nation upon written notice 
to the County. Motion seconded by 
Ely. ROLL CALL VOTE: Ely-aye, 
Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. Motion 
carried. (Resolution Book 18, Page 
111)  

RANDY HOUSER, SHERIFF
 Sheriff Houser updated the Board 
this week on the routine business 
within the Sheriff‘s Department and 
Jail.
 He reported that Mike Howell 
resigned from his position as a sergeant 
effective Dec. 16, 2011, and that the 
position will be advertised.      
 A vacancy position as a temporary 
matron was discussed and after 
advertising the position open, Sheriff 
Houser informed the Board that he has 
hired someone to fill the position.

COOPERATIVE EXTENSION
 Jami Rutt, representing the 
Cooperative Extension Service 
presented to the Board the nominations 
for the positions on the Richardson 
County Extension Board whose terms 
expire on Dec. 31, 2011. Neal Frost 
was nominated to fill the vacancy 
for the expired term of Mark Jones. 
Request was also made for the Board 
to reappoint Bernard Burenheide for 
an additional four years.   
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
appoint Neal Frost and to reappoint 
Bernard Burenheide to the Cooperative 
Extension Board. Motion seconded 
by Davidson. Roll call vote: Ely-aye, 
Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. Motion 
carried.

VETERANS SERVICE OFFICE
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
go into an executive session at 11 
a.m. with members of the Veterans 
Service Committee, Brian Palmer, 
Larry Whalen, Ken Coonce and James 
Beckner and County Attorney, Bob 
Meyer to discuss personnel matters and 
for the prevention of needless injury to 
the reputation of an individual. Motion 
seconded by Ely. ROLL CALL VOTE: 
Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. 
Motion carried.
 Motion was made by Sickel to close 
the executive session at 11:35 a.m. and 
return to the regular meeting agenda. 
Motion seconded by Ely. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-
aye. Motion carried.
 No action was taken after the 
executive session.

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER
Contract for Public Defender

 Motion was made by Sickel to 
enter into a contract with O. William 
VonSeggern to serve as the Richardson 
County Public Defender effective 
Jan. 1, 2012 for a period of two years. 
Motion seconded by Davidson. Ely-
abstain, Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. 
Motion carried. (Resolution Book 18, 
Page 112)

Other
 Motion was made by Ely to 
authorize the Chairman to sign the 
completion certification for the boiler 
project. Motion seconded by Davidson. 
Roll call vote:  Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye. Motion carried.  

CLAIMS
 Motion was made by Ely to allow 
the payment of all claims that were 
submitted today. Motion seconded by 
Davidson. ROLL CALL VOTE: Ely-
aye, Davidson-aye, Sickel-aye. Motion 
carried.
(The claims listed below are available 

for public inspection at
the office of the County Clerk during 

regular business hours.)
GENERAL FUND

Dorr & Clark, serv ...................375.00
Mary L. Eickhoff, exp reimb ...443.84
Extreme Tactical Dynamics, 
  supp ........................................339.95
Inglis Repair, serv ....................200.00
Kawres, serv ..........................1,340.16
Kochs Auto Service, serv .........264.60
Linsali, Inc., serv ....................3865.00
Matthew Bender & Co., serv .....83.89
Midtown Service Center, serv ..201.16
Joshua Nincehelser, reimb exp .209.79
Pitney Bowes, serv ...................177.30
Postmaster, postage ..................476.00
Pro Serv Business Sys., equip 2,025.00
Quill Corp., supp ........................68.73
Pam Scott, reimb exp ...............271.62
Jacqueline Smith, exp/serv .......297.23
David Tackett, serv ..................200.00
Veterinary Supply Co., supp ......54.99
Wells Fargo, Sheriff exp ..........271.10
Total General Fund ...........$11,165.36

ROAD AND BRIDGE FUND
Barco Municipal Prod.,supp .3,210.00
Bennett Heating, Cooling & 
  Refrig., equip ......................2,775.00
Black Hills Utility, serv ..............40.11
Mainelli Wagner & Associates, 
  serv ......................................5,740.00
Martin-Marietta, rock ..........31,752.72
NPPD, serv .................................70.85
Northern Safety Co., supp ........162.01
Operation & Expense Acct., 
  reimb ........................................15.00
Pavers, Inc., serv ......................665.70
Quill Corp., supp ........................95.38
Rockmount Research & Alloys, 
  supp ........................................853.36
Safety Kleen, supp ...................221.45
Sapp Bros., fuel ...................29,034.50
Unifirst Corp., serv .....................64.89
Total Road & Bridge Fund ..$74,700.97

ROAD/BRIDGE CONSTR HWY 
ALLOC FUND

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 

RICHARDSON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

Estate of Corinne E. Brinkmeyer, De-
ceased
Estate No. PR11-21
   Notice is hereby given that the Per-
sonal Representative has filed a final 
account and report of her adminis-
tration, a formal closing petition for 
complete settlement, determination of 
Personal Representative’s fee and at-
torney’s fee, and a petition for deter-
mination of inheritance tax which have 
been set for hearing in the Richardson 
County, Nebraska Court on January 
23, 2012, at 9:45 a.m.
  Nancy A. DeKlotz
 Clerk of the County Court
  1700 Stone Street
 Falls City, Nebraska 

68355
Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Christopher C. Halbert, #22609
Halbert, Dunn & Halbert, LLC
111E. 17th St., P.O. Box 447
Falls City, NE 68355-0447
Phone: (402) 245-4488             3-10-17

Mainelli Wagner & Assoc., 
  fee ........................................5,525.65
Total Road/Bridge Constr.
  HWY Alloc. Fund .............$5,525.65

CHROMATOGRAPH FUND
Community Med. Center, serv ...48.00
Total Chromatograph Fund ......$48.00

COUNTY VISITOR’S PROMO 
FUND

Falls City Journal, adv .................8.10
Humboldt Standard, adv ..............9.84
Total Visitor’s Promo Fund $17.94

INHERITANCE TAX FUND
Falls City EDGE, Inc., 
   match funds ......................10,000.00
Total Inheritance Tax Fund .$10,000.00

ADJOURNMENT
 Motion was made by Sickel to 
adjourn the meeting at 12:27 p.m.  
Motion seconded by Davidson.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE: Ely-aye, Davidson-aye, 
Sickel-aye. Motion carried.  The Board 
will meet again on Tuesday, Dec. 27, 
2011, at 9 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room, Courthouse, Falls 
City. The agenda is kept current at the 
County Clerk’s Office. 
David D. Sickel, Chairman 
 Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk
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Area Churches

DECKINGER'S
BODY SHOP

601 Pacific
 Falls City, NE           245-2919

Fred Deckinger
•Collision Work   •Tractor Painting

•Computerized Estimates

Falls City, NE               245-3122

Falls City Lanes
Come Bowl with Us!
Parties by Appointment,

Call 245-3867

•Building Materials       •Ag Chemicals
•Feed & Seed          •Bait and Tackle

E. Hwy 159, Rt. 2, Box 269A
Falls City, NE 68355

402-245-2797  Toll Free 800-925-0684

4-CORNERS
AG & BUILDING SUPPLY

Attend The Church of Your Choice
"Unless the LORD builds the house,

its builders labor in vain."

1600 Stone St., Falls City, NE
(402) 245-4922

Life In
The Spirit

 Christian Gift and 
Book Store

"Your Full-Service Agency"
Insurance • Real Estate • Investments

Miller-Monroe Company, Inc.

STEPHEN
KOTTICH

MIKE
SIMON

HULLMAN'S FORD
LINCOLN

Over 100 New and Used
Vehicles in Stock

2303 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
402-245-2424

www.dorrandclark.com
Locally Owned and Operated

Tank Wagon Service
Falls City
245-5300

1903 Harlan St., Falls City, NE 68355
Ph:402-245-4214  402-245-5114

Complete Tire Service - Brakes - Align-
ment

•Michelin    •Uniroyal    •BF Goodrich

"Serving You Since 1939"
Melvin Harmon        Galen Harmon

Harmon's O.K. Tire
& Auto, Inc.

Member FDIC

17th and Stone
Phone 402-245-2491

877-742-7606
Falls City 402-245-4606
prts@dnachtigal.com

Physical and Respiratory
Therapy Services

David Nachtigal

For all your rental needs
See us for tools and equipment, 
construction, lawn and garden

 and loader and trailers
245-2363 883-7837883-7810

Pony Creek Rentals

MEYER HOME CENTER
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Complete 

Ductwork Cleaning, Lawn Irrigation, Ceramic 
Tile, & Granite Countertops

We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore, is not an 

act but a habit. 
402-245-4661

Animal Health Center
Dr. Steve Severin
Dr. Pat McInteer

Dr. Beth Herring-Hill

2618 Harlan
Falls City, NE 68355

Ace Hardware
Farm

& City
Supply

PROSSER &
CAMPBELL, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants
Michael J. Prosser, CPA
Joyce A. Campbell, CPA

North Highway 73, Falls City, NE
Telephone: 402-245-4411

MERZ FARM
EQUIPMENT, INC.
N. Highway 73, PO Box 490

Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-2419

245-4413
Web site: www.hullmansford.com

"Everything Old Is New Again"
120 E. 18th, Falls City, NE

Phone: 402-245-2029
Toll Free: 866-223-1504

Fax: 402-245-2521
fpharmacy@neb.rr.com

Lori Rathje,
 PharmD R.P.

1616 Harlan Street
Falls City, NE 68355

402-245-2486

217 Main Street
Stella, NE 68442

402-883-2211
ATM Locations: RCB&T, Falls City, 

Anderson's One Stop, Stella

Since 1880

RICHARDSON 
COUNTY BANK

& TRUST
MEMBER FDIC

1605 Chase St., Falls City, NE 68355
Phone/Fax: 402-245-3526

JONES AIR
CONDITIONING, INC.

Furnaces, A/C, Heat Pumps,
Geothermal, Plumbing,

Refrigeration

402-245-4444 or 1-800-232-6558

57 Years at

1619 Chase, Falls City, NE

Falls City Mercantile
223 W. 8th, Falls City, NE

Ph. 402-245-2716

Also, Stop By Our Office and Check 
Out What We Have to Offer for Your 

Family Food Shopping Needs

Complete Quality Food Service
Wholesale Supplier

65261 706 Rd, 1/2 Mi. East on Hwy 159
Falls City, NE 68355

24 Hrs. Emergency: 402-245-4438
Fax: 402-245-3928

Toll Free: 800-947-2127
Email: ahcfc@sentco.net

1423 Harlan, Falls City
Open 10 A.M.-10 P.M.

7 Days A Week
245-3500

Fitting Mid-America Since 1911

1615 Stone St.
Falls City, NE
402-245-3016

www.brownsshoefitco.com

Trevor Chadwick

CATTLE SALE
Every Thursday 11:00 A.M.

Office (402) 245-5004

Falls City, Nebraska

110 W. 17th
Falls City, NE  402-245-4451

1901 Chase St., Falls City, NE 
(402) 245-2243

James D. Slominski,
D.D.S., F.A.G.D. 

PARKSIDE
DENTAL CLINIC

1305 Harlan
Falls City, NE  245-3525

SONIC
DRIVE INN

Sapp Bros. 66    
Food Plaza

Falls City, Nebraska

GRAND
WEAVER
HOTEL

Formerly
Stephenson

Hotel
402-245-2448

Falls City
Courthouse

Square

Falls City, NE 245-5323

and Other Neat Stuff!
Truck Lettering • Banners • Magnetics

T-Shirts • Caps • Jackets
Screen Printing and Embroidery

The Four Mile Church
(South of Humboldt)

 Sunday:  Church services, 9:30 a.m.; Junior 
Church, 9:50 a.m.
 A Reformed church endeavoring to teach 
and to practice Biblical principles of the Refor-
mation.
  Ronald Russell,
  pastor

Bethel United Methodist Church
(70654 656 AVE)

(1/2 mile N of Preston Corner)
 Sunday: Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday choir, 6:30 p.m.
  Richard Fairbanks,
  pastor

Verdon Congregational Church
(Corner of Fifth and Main)

Verdon
 Sunday:  Sunday School, 10 a.m.; worship 
service, 11 a.m.
 Tuesday:  Ladies Bible study, 1-2 p.m.
  Ron Fritz, elder
  883-2302

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church
LCMS

(23rd and Barada)
402-245-3324
www.fallscitylcms.com
 Holy Communion celebrated 2nd and 4th 
Sundays. 
 Sunday: Divine service, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.
 LLL First Tuesday: 7 p.m.
 Wednesday: Confirmation, 6:30 p.m. (after 
Ash Wednesday, 6 p.m.); 5 p.m., Midweek.
 Thursday: 6:30 a.m., Adult Bible Study.
 Third Thursday of every month:  Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 7:30 p.m.
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
(16th and Harlan)

402-245-2868
stthomasepis@sentco.net
www.stthomasfallscity.org
 Sunday:  9 a.m., Worship, Holy Eucharist, 
coffee, tea and conversation follow worship.
 Wednesday:  5:30 p.m., Service of Evening 
Prayer.
 Thursday:  4:30 p.m., God study (Bible 
study).  Any youth or adult is welcome.
 We invite you to worship with us at any of 
our services.
 We will pray for you or someone you care 
for — call 245-2861.
  The Rev. Fr. Larry Parrish,
  pastor

Lighthouse Church of God
(2202 330th, White Cloud, KS)

One quarter mile west of Iowa Tribal Com-plex
 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; church 
service, 10:30 a.m.
  Rev. Charles J. Haney,
  pastor
  785-862-1107

St. Peter’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church-ELCA

(12 miles NE)
 Sunday:  Worship service, 10:30 a.m.; Sun-
day School, 9:30 a.m.; Communion first Sunday 
each month.
 First Tuesday each month, WELCA, 1:30 
p.m.; third Tuesday each month, Church Coun-
cil, 7:30 p.m.
 Caring, welcoming, sharing in Jesus’ name.
  Pastor John Sipf

Corner Stone Baptist Church
(Independent & Fundamental)

N. Highway 73 to Prosser & Campbell PC, 
turn east (or right)

 Sunday: Sunday School Bible Hour, 9:30 
a.m.; worship hours, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
 Wednesday:  Bible study and prayer time, 
7 p.m. Lively Stone Kids Klub, 6:45-8:15 (ages 
K-6 grade).
 We welcome you and your family to come 
worship the Lord with us.    
  Pastor Rick Fine
  402-245-3058 (home)
  402-245-4245 (church)

St. Paul’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church - ELCA

(20th and Towle Streets)
402-245-3828.
 Sunday:  Worship, 10 a.m.; Sunday School 
(pre-school/adult, during school year), 9 a.m.
 Communion:  Second and fourth Sundays 
each month.
 Saturday before the 1st & 3rd Sunday of 
each month:  4:30 p.m.; Communion Worship.  
 Wednesday:  9:30 a.m., Men’s coffee; 6:30 
p.m., Confirmation; 7:30 p.m., choir practice.
 Call for youth, Bible studies and women’s 
group schedules.
 God’s Work.  Our Hands.
  Pastor Andrew Chavanak

First Brethren Church
(1902 Lane Street)

 Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; 
Sunday School, nursery (or pre-school), adult, 
10:45 a.m.; Fellowship Hour, 6 p.m.
 Wednesday:  Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
  Victor Haworth,
  pastor
  245-5287
  Don Shafer,
  moderator
  245-5209

First Church of Nazarene
(1812 Wilson)

 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; chil-
dren’s church and morning worship, 10:40 a.m.; 
evening service, 6 p.m.
 Wednesday:  Bible study, 7 p.m.; teens and 
children’s program.
  Stephen Floyd,
  pastor
  402-245-3755

First United Presbyterian Church
(20th and Harlan)

 Sunday: Fellowship and refreshments, 10:15 
a.m., before service, every first Sunday of the 
month. Worship, 11:00 a.m.
 Second Monday of month:  Women’s Circle, 
7 p.m.
 Church website: 
 http://wwwfirstpresfallscity.org
  Rev. Roxie Sullivan,
  pastor  402-245-2650

Stella Community Church
 Sunday:  Church service, with children’s 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; adults’ Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
  Michael Schmidt, 
  pastor

Big Lake Baptist Church
(213 Lake Shore Drive)

 Sunday:  Fellowship breakfast, 8:45 a.m.; 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 
10:30 a.m.
 Monday:  Prayer and Share Monday, 8:30 
a.m.
 Wednesday:  Children’s, Youth and Adult 
Bible study, 7 p.m.
 We welcome you to all of our services.
  Karl Forehand,
  pastor

Shubert Christian Church
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; Fel-
lowship time, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 10:45 
a.m.
 Southeast Senior Citizens dinner, first Tues-
day of month, September-May.
  Gene Rowell Pastor

Church of Christ
Meets at:  2701 Barada Street

402-245-5857
 Sunday:  Worship service, 10:30 a.m.; Bible 
study (classes for all ages), 9:30 a.m.
 Wednesday:  Bible study for all ages, 6 p.m.
 “Preach the Word . . . for the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine.”  2 
Timothy 4:2-4.
  David Clark,
  preacher

Catholic Churches
Sts. Peter and Paul

(1820 Fulton)
 Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7 a.m. and 10 a.m.
 Daily Mass:  Monday through Friday, 6:45 
a.m.
 Daily Rosary at 5:30 p.m.
 Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday, 5 p.m., 
Sunday, 30 minutes before Sunday Masses, 
weekdays, before each Mass daily or by appoint-
ment.
 Adult Inquiry and Instruction Classes:  
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
  Monsignor Robert A. Roh,
  pastor - 245-3002

St. Mary’s
(Arago)

 Sunday:  Confessions, 10:10 a.m.; Mass, 
10:30 a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Anne’s
(Shubert)

 Sunday Mass:  First, third and fifth Sun-day, 
10:30 a.m.; second and fourth Sunday, 8:30 a.m.; 
confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Immaculate Conception
(Rulo)

 Sunday Confessions, 8 a.m.; Mass, 8:30 
a.m.
 Daily Mass schedule:  Monday-Friday, 6:30 
a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Mary’s
(Dawson)

855-3595 or 245-4151
 Weekend Mass:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; first, 
third and fifth Sunday, 8:30 a.m.; second and 
fourth Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
 Daily Mass:  Schedule varies, call rectory; 
confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Verdon Christian Church
(Verdon)

 Sunday:  Worship, 9 a.m.; Sunday school.
  Daniel S. Farley,
  pastor

Grace Bible Fellowship
(Highway 62, east of Stella)

 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9 a.m.; church 
service, 10:15 a.m.
 Wednesday:  AWANA 5:45 p.m.; Youth 
Group, 7:30 p.m.
 Web page:  www.gbfchurch.com
  Office:  883-2110
  Jim Runnels,
  pastor

First United Methodist Church
(1700 Harlan Street)

fumc@sentco.net
402-245-3281
 Sunday:  Summer schedule, worship service, 
10:30 a.m., listen live on KTNC AM 1230.
 Tuesday:  Girl Scouts every other Tuesday, 
5:30-7 p.m.
 Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
  Lyle K. Schoen,
  pastor

Trinity United Methodist Church (Rulo)
fumc@sentco.net
402-245-3281
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
School for children held during worship.
  Lyle K. Schoen,
  pastor

First Baptist Church
(21st and Valley)

 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; wor-
ship, 10:45 a.m. and 7 p.m.
 Tuesday:  Midweek service, 7 p.m.
 Wednesday:  AWANA (Sept.-April), 6:45-
8:30 p.m.
 Traditional music, Bible preaching, and a 
warm welcome.
 Building is handicap accessible.
  Pastor Jacob Parker  
  Office phone: 245-3890

Good News Assembly of God
(600 Reavis Street)

402-245-3977
 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; wor-
ship, 10:40 a.m.
 Wednesday:  High Point Kids Club and 
Youth meeting, 6:30 p.m.
 A variety of small group Bible studies are 
available for adults throughout the year.  Listen 
to sermons online, www.fallscitychurch.org.
  Ian Shaffer,
  Pastor

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
(1322 Stone Street)

Office Phone, 245-2398 or Parsonage, 245-2397
 Sunday:  Sunday School, all ages, 9:30 
a.m.; worship service, 10:45 a.m.
  Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock,
  pastor
www.fallscitycooperativeministry.org

Zion United Church of Christ
(4 1/2 miles East of Falls City, 3 miles North 

and 1 1/2 miles East)
245-5024
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9 a.m.; Com-
munion, first Sunday of each month.
 Monday:  Second Monday of each month, 
Church Board meeting, 7 p.m.
 Second Wednesday of each month, Zion 
Women’s Fellowship meeting, 7 p.m.
 All are welcome to this friendly church in 
the country.
  Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock,
  pastor
www.fallscitycooperativeministry.org

Faith Baptist Church SBC
(7th and Stone)

Ph: 245-3748   Pastor’s home:  245-3925
Isaiah 61:1, 2
 Sunday:  Bible study for adults, youth and 
children, 10 a.m.; worship service, 11 a.m.; Ac-
cess Contemporary Service, 6-7:30 p.m.
 Wednesday:  After School Club, K-5th 
grade, 3:30-5 p.m. (we can pick up your 
children at South School); Mo-Daddy, youth, 
middle and high school, 6-8 p.m. NA/AA meet-
ing, 8 p.m.
  Daniel S. Farley,
  pastor

St. Paul’s  Lutheran Church
LCMS

(6 miles North)
402-245-4643
www.fallscitylcms.com 
 Holy Communion celebrated the 2nd and 
4th Sundays.
 Adult Bible Study every Monday, 7 p.m.; 
every Wednesday, 5 p.m.
 Sunday: Bible study, 9:15 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 9:45 a.m.; worship service, 10:30 a.m.
 Tuesday: Second Tuesday of the month, 
Dorcas Circle.
 Wednesday:  9 a.m., Sew ‘n Sews; Adult 
choir, 7:30 p.m.; first Wednesday of the month, 
LWML; 10 a.m., Ladies’ Bible Study, 2nd and 
4th Wednesdays.
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

Seventh-day Adventist Church
(1618 Wilson)

 Saturday:  Sabbath School, 3 p.m.; worship 
service, 4 p.m.; services can be viewed on satel-
lite 24/7, Dish Network channel 3ABN 9393.
 http://fallscity22.adventistchurchconnect.
org
  Steve Severance,
  pastor

Barada United Methodist Church
(717 Road and 652 Blvd.)

883-2485
 Worship, 9:30-10:30 a.m.; Sunday School/
Bible Study, 10:45-11:30 a.m.  
  Jerry Yount,
  pastor

Prairie Union Baptist Church
(Rural Shubert)

 Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; morn-
ing worship, 11 a.m.
 Please join us to worship the Lord.  Com-
munion is served the first Sunday of every 
month.
  Art Chapin,
  pastor

River of Hope Fellowship
304 E. 4th Street
Mound City, MO

Church Phone:  660-442-0197
 Sunday:  9:45-10:30 a.m., Christian 
Fel-lowship and food; 10:30 a.m., Praise and 
Worship service (nursery and children’s church 
provided).
 “In Christ There Is Always Hope.”
  Pastors David and Teresa Showalter
  660-442-6305 and 6306

Christ Church of Falls City
Meets at 1618 Wilson Street

 Sunday:  Sunday School, 10 a.m.; worship 
service, 11 a.m.; evening contemporary wor-
ship, 6:30 p.m.; meal served at 12:30 p.m. every 
Sunday, everyone welcome.
 Wednesday:  Adult Bible study at the 
church, 6:30 p.m.; MAD 4 God youth group 
(grades 7-12), 6:30-8:30 p.m., meets at 19th and 
Morton.
 Third Saturday of every month:  Men’s 
brunch, 11 a.m., A & G Restaurant; fourth 
Saturday of every month:  Women’s brunch, 11 
a.m., A & G Restaurant.
 We are an outwardly focused church, shar-
ing God’s love in practical ways.
  Pastor Jim Berry, 402-245-4038
  (cell) 402-245-7026

St. Mark’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church-ELCA
(64725 710 RD, Verdon)

402-883-2513
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.; Communion first Sunday each 
month;
 Church Council, 7:30 p.m., second Tuesday 
each month; WELCA, 7:30 p.m., second Thurs-
day each month.
 
 Welcome all to the caring country church.
  Pastor John Sipf

3-State Stockyards

"A World of Possibilities"

1608 Stone St., P.O. Box 26,
Falls City, NE 68355-0026

Fax and Phone 402-245-3344
fctravel@sentco.net

NorthRidge Nebraska
(1601 Stone Street)

Reaching & Equipping people for Christ
Non-Denominational, Bible-based

Contemporary worship
 Sunday:  Worship Services, 10 a.m.
  Charlie Robinson,
  pastor
  (402) 245-2167
  northridgenebraska.com

Advertising Deadline:
Friday’s by 2:00 P.M.

fcjournalads@sentco.net

JOUR NAL

Falls City

1608 Stone Street
Falls City, NE 68355
(402) 245-2227

Advertising Deadline:
Friday’s by 2:00 P.M.

fcjournalads@sentco.net

JOUR NAL

Falls City

CHANEY
FURNITURE CO.

1523 Stone St., PO Box 267
Falls City, NE 68355

Telephone 402-245-3912 • 877-245-4844
www.chaneyfurniture.com

Since 1921
GRANT SMITH/President

STEVE HUTFLES/Vice President

Advertising Deadline:
Friday’s by 2:00 P.M.

402-245-2431

JOUR NAL

Falls City

  esus received the Holy Spirit at His baptism.

It marked the beginning of His ministry of “power, wonders 
and signs that God did through Him”.

Jesus urged His followers to receive the Holy Spirit.

Receive the Holy Spirit this week in church.

Genesis 1:1-5 Acts 19:1-7 Psalm 29
Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts for

Sunday, January 8, 2012
Baptism of the Lord

Mark 1:4-11
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Days of Yore...
 
     By: 

Bill Schock

 Geraldine Faye French, 
age 90, of Greybull, Wyoming 
passed away Saturday, Dec. 24, 
2011, at the West Park Hospital 
in Cody, Wyo.
 Geraldine was born Sept. 8, 
1921, in Verdon to Bertha Mar-
garet (Taylor) Burns and Harry 
Thomas Burns. Geraldine grew 
up and received her schooling 
in Verdon.  She went on to Peru 
State College, where she re-
ceived her teaching degree.
 She married James Wayne 
French on July 20, 1940, in 
Marysville, Kan.  She taught 
school one year in Nebraska and 
moved to Greybull, Wyo., and 
taught school at Emblem Bench.  
She later worked at Bluejacket 
Guest Ranch and managed Blue-
jacket Restaurant and Lounge in 
Greybull.
 Geraldine was a member 
of the St. Andrews Episcopal 
Church at Basin, Wyo., was a 
life member of the Carnation 
Rebekah #26 Lodge at Greybull, 
and was a 60-years member of 
the B.P.O. Does Greybull Drove 
#30.
 She is preceded in death by 

her parents; her husband, James 
Wayne French; a son, James 
Walter French; two brothers, 
Walter Burns and David Burns; 
two sisters, Ruth Helmick and 
Rachel McCreery.
 Geraldine is survived by her 
children, Gerald French, John 
French, and Jan French, all of 
Greybull, Barbara (Bruce) Flyr, 
of Virginia Beach, Va., Joyce 
Krogman of Gillette, Wyo., Da-
vid (Debbie) French of Wright, 
Wyo., and Norma French of Las 
Vegas; a sister-in-law, Evelyn 
Burns, of Falls City; 13 grand-
children; 18 great-grandchildren; 
two nieces; and one nephew.
 Per Geraldine’s wishes, cre-
mation has taken place and a 
private burial of cremains at the 
Donald J. Ruhl Memorial Cem-
etery in Greybull will take place 
at a later date.
 The family has requested 
that in lieu of flowers, a memo-
rial contribution in Geraldine’s 
name be made to the charity of 
the donor’s choice.
 Atwood Family Funeral Di-
rectors, Inc. is in charge of ar-
rangements.

Geraldine Faye French

2303 Harlan St.

Falls City, NE

402-245-2424

Locally Owned

and Operated

Sometimes funerals take place 

before the Journal is printed.  

Go online to 

www.dorrandclark.com
and see the latest in 

funeral information.

50 Years Ago
(Jan. 2-6, l962)

 Over 800 well behaved (so the Journal said) persons attended  
the annual Firemen’s Ball at Prichard Auditorium. James Richey 
was the chairman.
 Richardson Countyans had 60 days to get new license plates at 
the  treasurer’s office--over 500 got them the first  day.
 Jack McIntire, former Falls City High coach, head football 
and basketball coach at Peru State College, was named the Omaha 
World-Herald’s “Nebraska College Coach of the Year.” 
 Navy recruits Louis Roth and Richard Rue, Falls City,  were in 
training at San Diego.
 Debbie Reynolds was starring in “The Second Time Around” 
at the Rivoli.
 Army Pvt.  Kenneth Smith, Falls City, was stationed in 
Germany.
 The stork report: son Dec. 3l to Mr. and Mrs. Richard Meinzer, 
Falls City; daughter Jan. l to Mr. and Mrs. Max Shafer, Shubert; 
daughter Dec. 30 to Mr. and Mrs. Joe Georges, Falls City; daughter 
Jan. 3 to Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Wilhelm, Verdon.
 Kenneth Gardner, superintendent of schools, was the new Falls 
City Jaycees’ president.
 James O’Grady, Falls City, was serving as an engineman on 
the USS Outogamie  County LST.
 The School Board re-elected school principals: C. A. Weddel, 
high school; Lowell Lewis, Junior High; Mrs. Dwayne Wamsley, 
North, and Mrs. Willard Lewis, South.
 The Journal noted in its “l5 Years Ago” column that on Jan. 4, 
l947, it was 28 below zero in Falls City.
 Bill Boose rustled the nets for l7 points as FCHS swamped 
Hiawatha 5l-29; Dick Workman scored 20 for Humboldt as the 
Cards downed Tecumseh 57-48.
 Enlisting in the Air Force were Edward J. Hartman and David 
M. Elliott, both of Falls City, and Melvin Voegele, rural Rulo.
 Harriett Hunker, a Falls City High senior, had been awarded a 
Regents Scholarship.
 The Nebraska Railway Commission granted the Falls City-
Lincoln Stage Lines a l0 percent increase in fares.
 A couple of items from the United Press:
 Erie, PA--A burlesque show had to hit the road before it opened 
when a city official charged the Regent theater with the lack of 
flame-proof drapes.
 Tampa, FL--The City Recreation Department  put a stop to 
dancing the twist at community centers. A department  official said 
the nation’s newest dance craze was unwholesome for children and 
teenagers. 

25 Years Ago
 Kay Orr was sworn in as Nebraska’s first woman governor.
  Regina Hager, Falls City, was one of l4 freshman nursing 
students capped at  the Beatrice Southeast Nebraska Community  
College; on the honor roll at Milford Southeast  Commmunity  
College were David Aitken and Thomas Feighner, Falls City, and 
Tony Woods, Salem.
 Gregg Slominski, Sacred Heart senior, was the Junior Rotarian 
of the  Month.
 Robert  L. Carpenter, Humboldt, was promoted to first sergeant 
in the Marine Corps at Camp Le Jeune, NC.
 A son was born Dec. 29 to Dr. and Mrs. Joe Williams, rural 
Dawson.
  Ted Huber was the Journal’s Richardson County Athlete of the 
Week. In the Tigers’ 62-50 win over Hiawatha Ted scored 11 points, 
snared ll rebounds and had five steals.
 On Jan. 6 the Journal was l20 years old.
 At Howell’s Jack & Jill you could buy a five-pound bag of red 
grapefruit for $l.29.
 The year just concluded had been a wet one for this area. The 
year’s moisture totaled 52.07 inches.  The annual average was 34.32 
inches. 

 Fred D. 
Humm, 67, 
Auburn, died 

Dec. l7, 2011, at 
home.

 He was born at home to 
Robert “Pete” and Alma 

Marie Hey Humm on Feb. 6, 
l944. Fred graduated from Falls 
City Sacred Heart High School.
 He served in the U.S. Air 
Force from l963 to l967, serving 
one year in Vietnam.
 Fred was united in marriage 
to Connie Scott Griffin on March 
6, l970. The couple made their 
home in Humboldt. He worked 
as a farmer, truck driver and 
with the City of Humboldt and 
the Richardson County Sheriff’s 
Department. Fred  retired from 
NPPD, where he was a security 
officer.
 He was a member of St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Auburn.
 Everyone who knew Fred 
knew of his love for John Deere 
two-cyclinder tractors. He was 
a member of the Humboldt 
Harvey-Mann American Legion 
Post #269 for 40 years. He 
also belonged to the VFW and 
Vietnam Veterans of America and 
was a member of the Humboldt 
Volunteer Fire Department for 
many years.
 Fred is survived by his wife, 
Connie; two sons, Shawn Humm, 
Humboldt, and David Humm 
and his wife Kayla, Lincoln; 
daughter, Holly Riley and her 
husband Ken, Auburn; six 
grandchildren; brothers, Robert 
(June) Humm, Tacoma, WA, 
John Humm, Falls City, Charles 
Humm, Fargo, James Humm, 
Dawson; sisters, Katherine 
(Monte) Cox, Papillion, Margie 
(Larry) Cook, Plattsmouth, 
Mary (Leon) Wenz and Patty 
(Francis) Simmonds, all of Falls 
City; brother-in-law, Myron 
Whitten, Falls City. He was 
preceded in death by his parents; 
brother, Richard Humm, and 
sisters, Carol Marteny, Sister 
Mary Alma Humm and Betty 
Whitten. 
 A funeral service was held 
Dec. 21 at l0:30 a.m. at  St. 
Joseph’s Catholic Church in 
Auburn with Fr. Greg Pawloski 
officiating. A rosary was held 
Dec. 20 at 7 p.m. Interment was 
at Holy Cross Cemetery, Åuburn 
with military honors conducted 
by the Harvey-Mann American 
Legion Post #269 of Humboldt 
and Offutt Ceremonial Honor 
Guard.
 Memorials contributions 
may be given to the family’s
choice.

Fred D. Humm

 Mildred “Babe” McGinnis, 
86, of Falls City, passed away 
Dec. 25, 2011, at Falls City. She 
was born July 17, 1925 at Falls 
City to the late Irvin and Agnes 
(Mackey) Cornford.
 On September 14, 1944 she 
married Qualls McGinnis at 
Falls City. He passed away Jan. 
4, 1984.
 Babe was raised in Falls City 
and was a member of Falls City 
High School Class of 1943. When 
married the couple established 
their home in Hastings. They re-
turned and lived on a farm south 
of Falls City, where she was a 
homemaker and farm wife. They 
moved into Falls City in 1971, 
where she became employed as 
a cook at South School and was 
known for her cinnamon rolls. 
She enjoyed bowling. She was 
a member of  VFW Auxiliary of 
Falls City.
 Babe is survived to her son, 

Patrick and William, both of 
Falls City; daughters, Barbara 
Voegele and her husband Doug, 
Sarah Smith and her husband 
Jim, all of Falls City; sisters, 
Thelma Kelley and Winifred 
Schulenberg both of Falls City, 
LaVerna Greenley of Rock Port, 
MO; 12 grandchildren; seven 
great-grandchildren; three great-
great-grandchildren. 
 She was preceded in death by 
her parents, husband, a daughter, 
Amy Beth McGinnis, brother, Ir-
vin Cornford, Jr, great-grandson 
Timothy Meinzer, grandsons-in-
law, Tyrone Popejoy and Bobby 
Olberding.
 A memorial service will be 
held at 2 p.m. Friday, Dec. 30, 
2011, at Dorr and Clark Funeral 
Home, with Rev. Paul Weinert 
officiating. Inurnment will be in 
Steele Cemetery.
 No viewing or visitation.

Mildred ‘Babe’ McGinnis

   Virgil “Rick” 
Kottich, 79, of 
Omaha, died 

Wednesday, Dec. 
28, 2011.

   He was born Oct. 19, 
1932.

   Mr. Kottich is survived by his 
wife, Janet Kottich, sons, Paul 
(Janet) Kottich, Kevin Kottich, 
Richard (Sarah) Kottich and 
Brian (Stephanie) Kottich, 
daughters, Debra (Terry) 
Bergman, Karen (Jack) Walker, 
and Sheri (Jeff) Schmitt, step-
daughter, Tressa (Bob) Hronek, 
step-son, Robert (Doris) Wolken, 
33 grandchildren and 15 great-
grandchildren, two brothers, two 
sisters and numerous relatives 
and friends.
   His parents, a brother and his 
first wife, Arleen B. Kottich, 
preceded him in death.
   A memorial service was held 
Friday morning, Dec. 30, at 
First Baptist Church in Omaha.  
In lieu of flowers, memorials are 
suggested to the Josie Harper 
Hospice House or First Baptist 
Church.
   Westlawn Hillcrest Funeral 
Home, 5701 Center St., Omaha, 
NE 68106 was in charge of 
arrangements.

Virgil ‘Rick’ Kottich

engineer.  Commercial 
Construction, Inc., of Lincoln 
was the only bidder on the project 
that involves four different sites.  
Their total bid for the four sites 
was $298,795.50.  
   The board discussed with 
Huppert billings that were 
recently sent to landowners 
for tube installation/repair.  
Revisions to the billing were 
made and revised statements 
will be sent.  During this portion 
of the meeting, the board moved 
to enter into agreement with 
Mainelli Wagner & Associates 
to design a bridge replacement 
project for the structure between 
709 and 710 Road on 649 
Avenue.  The fee is $8,800, plus 
construction inspection services 
at $65 and hour (plus mileage).
   In other developments, the 
commissioners:
   —Received an update from 
Sheriff Randy Houser.  A 
purchase order was presented 
for miscellaneous equipment for 

(Continued from Page 1) 

County
duty gear and restraints in the 
amount of $1,006.
   —Met with Russ Newton 
of Nebraska Machinery, who 
presented information about 
a special purchase of a 2009 
Caterpillar 120M motor grader.  
The board approved the special 
purchase at a cost of $165,000 
— $119,000 with the trade-in of 
an older grader.  Since this was a 
special purchase, bids were not 
required.
   —Accepted the letter request 
from Jackie Smith to terminate 
her agreement to provide 
professional services to the 
County Treasurer’s office.
   —Authorized Sickel to sign 
a letter of support for a grant 
application to the Nebraska 
Department of Environmental 
Quality for a regional scrap 
tire collection in southeast 

 On this day in 1973, George 
Steinbrenner III bought the New 
York Yankees from CBS for $12 
million.

 Esther Stevens, 82, of Falls 
City, passed away Dec. 31, 2011, 
at Falls City. She was born May 
19, 1929, at Sterling, KS, to the 
late Amos and Faye (Bogey) 
Fox.
 She married Leslie Stevens 
and they were later divorced.
 Esther graduated from Ster-
ling High School in 1947. Fol-
lowing graduation she became 
employed at Farmers State Bank 
at Sterling. In 1969 she moved 
to Falls City and worked for the 
telephone company as an opera-
tor. She then worked for the hos-
pital in the cafeteria and was cur-
rently working as the desk clerk 
for the Grand Weaver Hotel. She 
was a member of First United 
Methodist Church at Falls City.
 Esther is survived by her 
daughters, Carla Ann Marx and 
her husband Mike, of Falls City, 
Paula Sue Pipkin and her hus-
band Jim, of Albuquerque, NM; 
son, L. Craig Stevens and his 
wife Katy of Oshkosh, WI; six 
grandchildren; four great-grand-
children. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, sisters, 
Viola “Sis” Tilton, Clarice Cay-
wood, brothers, Chester, Jasper 

and Earl “Bub” Fox.
 Esther’s body has been do-
nated to the Nebraska Anatomi-
cal Board. A Memorial service 
will be held at a later date.

Esther Stevens

 Falls City 
High School 
freshman Bay-
lee Vrtiska has 
been awarded 
first place in 
the “Voice of 
Democracy” 
contest. 
 The contest 
was sponsored by the local La-
dies’ Auxiliary. After winning 
first place in the district contest, 
Baylee’s recorded essay will 
go on to compete against other 
Nebraska district winners in the 
state contest. 
 Twelve students from Falls 
City High School competed in 
the “Voice of Democracy” con-
test.
 Baylee is the daughter of Kim 
and Kris Vrtiska, Falls City.

Students

Baylee Vrtiska
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fcjournalads@sentco.net or 
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Misc. for Sale

 The Falls City Journal assumes no respon-
sibility for Employment Opportunity, earn-at-
home or other similar ads which are placed in 
our paper by firms outside our trade area. This 
newspaper has neither the resources nor the time 
to investigate the reliability of such offers.

DELI NOON MENU
Served 11 A.M.-1 P.M.

 Hot Beef Sandwiches,
Fried Chicken, Soups or Chili

Available Every Day
Wed., Jan. 4: Lasagna, Goulash,
 Garlic Bread
Thurs., Jan. 5: Ham & Beans,
 Corn Bread, Tater Tot Casserole
Fri., Jan. 6: Catfish Strips, 
 Tuna Noodle, Wedges
Sat.,  Jan. 7  Asst. Wings,  
 Sloppy Joe’s, Strips
Sun., Jan. 8: Meat Loaf, Broc. Cheese 
    Chicken Fried Steak, Apple Cobbler
Mon.,  Jan. 9: Stuffed Cabbage,
 Salisbury Steak, Chicken Noodles
Tues.,  Jan. 10: Stuffed Peppers,
    Beef Stew, Mac & Cheese

Bridal Registry — The unconventional 
but so useful wedding gifts! Whether 
the couple is registered here or not, we 
are glad to help you find the perfect 
gift. We, of course, have gift certifi-
cates and we gift wrap! Farm & City, 
Ace Hardware.                         59-tf

Legion Club Fish Fry every 2nd and 
4th Friday, 5-8 p.m.           59-tf

Anniversary, birthday, shower, wed-
ding – Chaney Furniture Gift Certifi-
cates are always a great idea.
 34-eoT-tf 

PREGNANT–Give life a chance.  We 
care for you and your unborn child.  
Birthright – 402-477-8021.
 T-1st-e-3rd-tf

Miscellaneous

Services

WANTED: Recycling aluminum cans, 
M-W-Sat., 9:30-2:30. Old N. Hwy 73 
south of swimming pool, Falls City,
NE.                                               31-tf
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WANTED

Work Wanted

45 YEARS sewing experience, do 
sewing alternations, bridal and draper-
ies, and machine quilting,  801-5003. 
                                                      18-tf

Office space at 12th and Stone St., 
Falls City, 402-245-2808.                    
                                        T-1st-e-3rd-tf

For Lease

$’S - Spend your holiday dollars here!  
Farm & City Supply, Ace Hardware.  

CONGRATULATIONS - To Kelly 
Carpenter on winning the Willow Tree 
Christmas Story give-a-way! Farm & 
City Supply, Ace Hardware.             53

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING 
Adoption?  Living expenses, housing, 
medical, continued support afterwards. 
Choose adoptive family of your choice. 
Call 24/7. Adopt Connect, 1-866-
743-9212. (Void in Illinois, Indiana).
 
ATTENTION ADVERTISERS!  For 
$210/25 word classified you can adver-
tise in over 170 Nebraska newspapers.  
For more information contact your lo-
cal newspaper or call 1-800-369-2850.
 
BANKRUPTCY: FREE initial con-
sultation. Fast relief from creditors. 
Low rates. Statewide filing. No office 
appointment necessary. Call Steffens 
Law Office, 308-872-8327. steffens-
bankruptcylaw.com. We are a debt 
relief agency, which helps people file 
bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.
 
FINALLY! LOSE weight without 
fear! National program combines 
education and coaching for safe, fast, 
predictable, lasting results. No pills, 
surgery or gimmicks. Mike, 636-578-
5456, www.Oh-Yes-You-Can.com 
<http://www.Oh-Yes-You-Can.com> .
 
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release 
service. Send your message to 175 
newspapers across Nebraska for one 
low price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or 
www.nebpress.com for more details.
 
DO YOU live in rural Nebraska 
and need a small business loan un-
der $50,000? REAP can help! Call 
402-656-3091 or visit www.cfra.org/
reap <http://www.cfra.org/reap> .
 
SELL YOUR classic car, truck or mo-
torcycle online.  Call this newspaper or 
call 1-800-369-2850 to place your ad 
on the national Midwest Classic Cars 
web site for only $25.00.  Your ad with 
photos runs until your vehicle is sold!
 
CELEBRATE THE New Year with a 
new piano from Mid-America Piano! 
Choose from over 120 new & pre-owned 
instruments by top-quality brands. 
www.piano4u.com, 1-800-950-3774.
 
CENTRAL NEBRASKA agricul-
tural equipment dealership in im-
mediate need of a service manager. 
Ag experience given priority. Also 
hiring service technicians and pre-
cision farming specialist. Send re-
sume to bmasin@ordequipment.com.
 
AIRLINES ARE hiring. Train for hands 
on Aviation Career. FAA approved 
program. Financial aid if qualified. Job 
placement assistance. Call Aviation In-
stitute of Maintenance, 888-896-8006.
 
HIRING! CORRECTIONS Officers, 
$14.21/hr + benefits! Lincoln and Te-
cumseh. For details and to apply online, 
visit www.corrections.nebraska.gov or 
call 402-471-2654. ADA Accommo-
dations, call 402-432-5182. EOE/Vet
 
YOU GOT the drive, we have 
the direction. OTR Drivers, APU 
equipped pre-pass EZ-pass, pets/
passenger policy. Newer equipment. 
100% No Touch. 1-800-528-7825.
 
METALS TO Cash. Paying top 
dollar for combines, cars, trac-
tors, farm equipment, pivots, irriga-
tion pipe, water towers and more. 
Please call Markus at 308-530-1088.

Cards of Thanks

HELP WANTED

BANKRUPTCY: Low Rates, No 
charge for initial office conference. 
Contact Wm. VonSeggern Attorney 
at 105 East 17th St. Falls City, or 
call 402-245-3815. I help people file 
bankruptcy petitions under the United 
States Bankruptcy Code.                46-tf 

Troy-BLT Chipper Shredder. 
Like new, $500 or OBO. 402-883-
2522.                                        51-1P                                    

HOLD UP SUSPENDERS - USA 
made! Reg. Style in lots of colors, 
trades, camo, blaze. Hip clip style - 
Truckers love ‘em. Best ever - $18.99. 
Farm & City Supply, Ace Hardware.                     
      53                                                                  

53

Beef, Angus, Corn fed locally, sold in 
1/4’s and 1/2’s. For information call 
Mark Bippes 402-245-3769 or Jacks 
Processing, 402-245-3506.          48-4

Miscellaneous

For Rent

Houses for rent, Sue Bantz rentals, 
402-883-2319 or 402-245-7667. 
                                          19-tf

3 - 2 bdrm apt’s for rent. Novak Realty, 
402-245-3242.                                         50-53

HOME FOR SALE

2222 Abbott, 3 BR, 1 BA, 4  Lots (Corner)
1700 sq.ft., Detached 1 Car Garage
Newer HVAC, Roof, Siding, Windows
Beautiful Location with Mature Trees
(402) 650-8745 or (816) 835-7346.               

41-TF

52-53

Marilyn Capps Tax Preperation, 
516 E. 13th St., Falls City, 402-245-
5413; capps@sentco.net. All types of 
returns prepared, evening and weekend 
appointments a specialty, reasonable 
rates.                                                                              52-tf 

Cobblestone Court Assisted Living by 
Americare has an immediate opening 
for a LPN to work PRN on-call for the 
Director of Nursing.  Please email (sa-
betha.don@americareusa.net) or fax 
(785-284-3845) your resume to Terry 
McGuire.                                                 51-1

NEBRASKA  

STATEWIDE

CLASSIFIED  

NETWORK

Carriers Needed. Penny Press 402-245-
3903.                                         52-53

   Words cannot express how much we 
appreciate our “family” in Falls City.  
We thank everyone for all their words 
of concern throughout Bob’s hospi-
talization here and at St. Elizabeth 
Regional Medical Center in Lincoln.  
We thank the Doctors, nurses, physical 
therapy, respiratory therapy, and staff at 
Community Medical Center.  Bob ap-
preciated all the calls, visits and cards 
while he was ill.  Your thoughtfulness 
carried us through this difficult journey.
A special thank you to my sisters 
and brother, my library co-workers, 
my friends, Betsy and Bob, for of-
fering me a room while I was in Lin-
coln, Pastor Chavanak for his visits, 
prayers, and comforting words, Hall 
Funeral Home for all the arrange-
ments, Doug Kirkendall & Elysia 
McGill for their beautiful music, and 
The Women of the ELCA for the din-
ner following the memorial service.  
We thank you all and God Bless.
Pat Deckinger
Dawn May and family
Tom and Kara Rudnick and family
Steve and Mitzi Luedtke and family

PART TIME LIBRARY BUILDING MAINTENANCE: 
DECEMBER 2011:         HOURS X $8.67= $

PART TIME LIBRARY BUILDING MAINTENANCES DESCRIPTION OF WORK: 
Under supervision of the Library staff, this position performs work in providing building maintenance services to the 
library, assisting the librarians, some cleaning  duties in the library, and on the grounds.
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 
Painting, Drywall repair, Weather stripping, Wood refinishing, Cleaning light fixtures, Carpet cleaning, Furniture mov-
ing, Assists the librarians as directed. 
NON-ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 
Interacts with the public, other employees, and supervisors in a polite, calm and professional manner; acts properly to 
obey all orders given by supervisor(s).
REQUIRED KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES:
Knowledge of library organization services and procedures; skill in computer operation; ability to interact and provide 
service to public who may be seeking assistance; communicate effectively with co-workers, trainees, the public, and 
supervisor(s). Ability to lift moderately heavy objects, move furniture, and climb a 12’ ladder.
WORKING CONDITIONS: Work performed primarily indoors, and outdoors seasonally.   Evening and 
weekend hours .
CLEANING SCHEDULE
Daily:  Clean & stock 3 public restrooms and water fountains, Empty trash receptacles, Entry   
  doors, Computer room tables, chairs, vacuum
3X week:  Clean entrance and lobby floor,  All tables and shelf tops, Interior doors, 
2X week: Vacuum all carpets  (spot clean as needed)
1X week: Genealogy room,  3 Study rooms, Children’s program room, Art gallery, Gift Shop, 2   
  Book return rooms, Window seats, Soft furniture, Staff restroom, Conference room
1X month: Walls, Kickboards, Woodwork, Bookshelf end panels
1X Year: Light fixtures,  Ceiling vents
OUTDOOR SCHEDULE:
Daily:  Walk about outside picking up trash and grooming property, Groom as needed, Steps, 
  Furniture, Trash
Weekly: Weed, Sweep,  Hose, Railings
Monthly: Clean trash cans
WINTER: Some snow removal and ice melt       

Report any problems to staff.                    

NOW HIRING! 
Correctional Officers

Tecumseh State
Correctional Institution

2725 N. Hwy 50 - Tecumseh, NE 68450

Call or Go Online!

402-335-5998

EEO/VET Employer

www.corrections.nebraska.gov

ADA accommodations, call 402-432-5182

•Paid Vacation, 
Sick & Holidays

Correctional Officer Testing Dates 
1st Saturday @ 9:00 a.m.

2nd Tuesday @ 5:00 p.m.

3rd Saturday @ 9:00 a.m.

Last Wednesday in Beatrice @ 9:00 a.m.

Must have a valid driver’s license. Must complete 
a state application (application must be on file 
prior to testing). Must pass a testing module 
and complete the interview process. Must pass 
a minimum physical standard test.

•Tuition Assistance

•Health, Vision & 
Dental Insurance

•Life Insurance
•Retirement Plan

$14.21 
Per Hour

Plus Benefits

CNC LATHE/MILL OPERATORS
SECOND SHIFT 

$12.60/HOUR + NIGHT SHIFT DIFFERENTIAL
Excellent opportunity for individuals who take pride in their 
work and are willing to accept responsibility. No experience 
necessary. We are willing to train individuals with a good work 
record. Excellent fringe benefits including group health & life 
insurance, monthly bonus, 401k and deferred profit sharing. 
NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS M-F 8:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

MAGNOLIA METAL CORP.
AUBURN, NE.
402-274-3152
EEOC/AAP 52-53

2 - 65 gal. Rheem elec. water heaters. 
Model 81V66DB, still in box. $399.00 
each. Cash & Carry. Contact East 
View 402-245-4204.               52-53

Interested in the sport of Race Walk-
ing? Contact Gerald Hopp at gkhopp@
sentco.net or call 402.245.2850. For 
fun or competition. Do an internet 
search..                        53-3P

3 bdrm home, single car garage, unfur-
nished. Need responsible family to rent 
at $400 - month, first and last plus de-
posit. Must have references. No pets. 
402-245-8264. 53

Falls City Care Center has an opening 
for a part time floor tech. Job involves 
stripping, waxing, and buffing floors. 
Evening hours and some overnight 
projects. Experience preferred. Apply 
in person.                                              53

50 Cows & calves, dispersal herd. Sell 
all or any part. 660-442-3327.              53-1

53

Small 2 bdrm house w/detached ga-
rage, fenced yard. Available Jan. 1st 
References and deposit required. 402-
245-7029.                                         53-tf

FOR SALE
White, 3 piece bedroom 
suite, trimmed in gold, 
dresser has large mirror. 

402-883-2471

CrossWinds Restaurant is looking for a 
smiling face to join our crew. We only 
have one position available, so hurry in 
and pick up an application after 4:00 
p.m. Please no phone calls. We are 
closed Monday’s & Tuesdays. Posi-
tion is part-time and must be available 
weekends.    53

   Greg & Lloyd would like to thank the 
entire community of Falls City and the 
board of F.C.C.C. for their overwhelm-
ing support in keeping CrossWinds 
open. We have never felt such heart-
felt support before. From our heart to 
yours...Thank you again and we hope to 
see you soon at CrossWinds Restaurant.
Greg & Lloyd   53

If you thrive in a place where teamwork makes it all happen, we’ve got the perfect

place for you.  Pizza Hut is hiring right now for the following team positions:

All positions including Management

If you’ve got the energy and enthusiasm to work hard with a great team, and meet

our high standards, you’ve got to check this out.

•Great starting money with merit increases.

•Flexible work hours.

•Free meals and uniforms.

•Medical benefits and paid vacations. *

•Excellent training and the opportunity to some day be promoted.

If any of these positions sound like the right job for you, apply right now online at:

www.jobsatpizzahut.com

or visit the Pizza Hut

* Position requirements apply.

53-3

Consignments needed :   Yesterday’s 
Closet and annex etc. both are in need 
of home décor items, dishes, pans, 
small furniture pieces, TV, VCR, DVD 
and Game Players.            53-8

2 bdrm house. 402-245-5818. Cell: 
785-547-5319.                                        53-1P

FOR RENT - 2 and 3 bedroom homes. 
A  4 bedroom $600 Falls City Realty PC 
402-245-5936                                                   53-1

53-1
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Sacred Heart Preschool
Where Faith and Learning Meet

Call for information for 
the 2012-13 School Year

Alicia Schock, Teacher
(402) 245-4151

Winners of Our
Christmas Open House Drawing

Fayrene Kuker
 Stephen Schawang

 Lee Ferguson
 Virginia Pethoud

 Cheryl Koso
 Deb Gruber

Have a Coke - make someone smile!

 Sacred Heart Kindergartners are shown here with items the school has obtained through Coke Rewards, including the 25-foot parachute in 
the background. Bottle caps are collected and volunteer Kerry Tramp enters the 12-digit codes into the computer. Students photographed, from 
left: James Froeschl, Leila Frederick, Vaughn Lenard, Mrs. Tramp, Jack Stice, Saylor Hutfles (seated), Madison Dougherty, Alex McKim, Elle 
Falk, and Joe Simon.

By Jason Schock
 Would you like to buy 
the world a coke? 
 If so, save the caps. 
Because with a Coke – ac-
tually, it takes many Cokes 
– you’ll wear the prover-
bial smile, and so can the 
youngsters at your school 
and/or community, polar 
bears, military families, 
and other people in need 
at homeless shelters, cri-
sis relief centers and food 
banks. 
 They’ve learned that 
in a good way at Falls 
City Sacred Heart, where 
Coke Reward codes from 
bucket loads of soda bottle 
caps and cardboard 12- 
and 24-pack cases have 
turned into a plentiful ar-
ray of school supplies. In 
physical education, chil-
dren are playing with new 
scooters, hula hoops, jump 
ropes, balls, hot potatoes 
and a 24-foot brightly col-
ored parachute – all sans 
price tag, thanks to Coke 
Rewards. The school has a 
new stereo, too, and plans 
on getting new art sup-
plies, learning tools and 
other electronic devices. If 
the caps come in, they can 
get about anything imag-
inable, from camcorders 
to crayons, to Scotch tape 
and TVs.
 It’s all free of charge, 
though that’s not to suggest 
it doesn’t involve some el-
bow grease. The caps are 
collected at school and ath-
letic events, then gathered 
up by Sacred Heart school 
volunteer extraordinaire 
Kerry Tramp, who one-
by-one enters the 12-digit 
codes into the computer.
 Just how many codes 
has she punched in? It’s 
impossible to know for 
sure, since Coke periodi-
cally offers double points 
during promotions, but 
each cap is worth three 
points and FCSH gener-
ated some 64,000 points in 
about 14 months. If you do 

the math (you can get a calculator for 7,999 points), that’s 
as many as 21,333 caps/codes or, taken a step further, 
255,996 strokes of the keyboard (by the way, hand sani-
tizer is 600 points). The number isn’t surely not quite that 
large, but it’s still labor-intensive work for the “retired” 
Home & School Treasurer. Mrs. Tramp, a 1977 graduate 
of FC Sacred Heart, is also the volunteer who collects all 
the SunMart cash register receipts, Campbell’s Soup La-
bels for Education and Box Tops for Education. 
 Of the 64,000 points (and counting), some 22,000 re-
main unused. That’s enough for two complete art center 
kits, each containing 4,200 art essentials. After the codes 
are entered and points accumulated, school librarian Lin-
da Barnhill works with faculty members to determine the 
school “wish list.” 
 Codes can be found on 15 brands, including: Coca-
Cola, Coke Zero, Diet Coke, Sprite, DASANI, POW-
ERADE, Minute Maid, Fanta, VAULT, Barq’s, Fresca, 
Pibb, Mello Yello, NESTEA and Seagram’s. There are a 

lot of points out there: Consider, according to Business 
Insider, 1.7 billion Coca-Cola drinks are consumed world-
wide every day and around the world, the average person 
consumes a Coke product every four days. 
 Schools aren’t the only potential beneficiaries of Coke 
Rewards. Arctic Home is a program that raises awareness 
and funds to help create a safe haven for polar bears and 
their habitats; points can be donated to the United Service 
Organizations, Inc., to support military families; there’s a 
Hispanic Scholarship Fund; Round It Up America helps to 
aid local non-profit agencies; and the Simon Youth Foun-
dation, a not-for-profit organization that serves high school 
students who are homeless, battling illness, forced to work 
to support impoverished families, or are otherwise at risk 
of dropping out of high school. 
 By donating Coke Reward points, you can help oth-
ers in the community. In that sense, as they said in the 80s, 
“Coke is it!”
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By Stephanie Hartley
Executive Director
Main Street Falls City
   Main Street Falls City representatives, commit-
tee members and City officials met with engineer-
ing firm representatives in two separate progress 
meetings to make the decisions needed to stay on 
the timeline for construction to begin.
   The first progress meeting was on Nov. 16 and 
all attendees were given a great presentation re-
garding the types and colors of signs they could 
use for the way-finding system, several different 
models of benches, planters, shrubs, trees, flowers 
and the like.  
   The concept of changing the parking on 17th 
Street between Harlan and Stone Street to have di-
agonal on the north side and parallel on the south 
side was discussed, along with the ornamental 
acorn lighting.  The engineers also brought to the 
table a new picture to represent Falls City on the 
signs and those in attendance unanimously agreed 
that the picture they chose represented Falls City 
well.
   All left the Nov. 16 meeting with loads of in-
formation and then voted via email on the items 

discussed.  Those vote results were then sent to 
the engineers and were discussed in the following 
progress meeting on Dec. 14.  With the results for 
the type and color of signs, the type of benches, 
chairs, tables and trash receptacles and the types 
of trees and shrubbery, along with the types of 
flowers and planters, the plan was almost com-
plete and nearly ready to go to the bid packets to 
contractors.
   During the last progress meeting, a few details 
were fine-tuned and some kinks worked out.  The 
engineers found that there are three small, old coal 
chutes and one large vault under the sidewalks 
that are to be replaced.  Due to budget restrictions, 
only the south side of 17th Street and the west side 
of Stone Street between 17th and 18th Streets will 
be done at this time.  
   Main Street Falls City has many plans already 
underway for obtaining the funding needed to 
complete this part and the rest of the Downtown 
Revitalization Project.
   We are still very excited about the project getting 
so close!  Before you know it, we will be breaking 
ground!  Keep watching for further updates! 

Main Street project making progress


